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GLOBAL SECURITY FRACTURES AS

TRUMP INITIATES MIDDLE EAST

STRIKES AND CONSOLIDATES AI

CONTROL AMIDST DOMESTIC

SOCIAL SHIFTS IN TAIWAN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 28, 2026, marks a pivotal escalation

in  global  volatility,  characterized  by  the

initiation of "Operation Fury," a massive U.S.-

led  military  campaign  against  Iran.  The

Trump  administration  has  transitioned  from

rhetoric to kinetic action, launching strikes on

Tehran and other major cities in response to

perceived  nuclear  threats.  This  geopolitical

earthquake is  mirrored by  a  radical  shift  in

U.S.  technology  policy,  where  President

Trump has mandated a federal boycott of AI

firm  Anthropic  after  its  refusal  to  permit

unrestricted  military  use  of  its  models,

signaling  a  new  era  of  state-directed

technological  alignment with  OpenAI.

Simultaneously, a landmark 6-3 U.S. Supreme

Court  decision  has  struck  down  the

administration’s emergency tariffs, creating a

chaotic  environment  for  international  trade

and market stability.

In  Taiwan,  the  domestic  landscape  is

dominated by a complex blend of nationalistic

fervor and historical  introspection.  The 79th

anniversary  of  the  228  Incident  has

highlighted  deep-seated  political  divisions,

even as  the nation rallies  behind the "Team

Taiwan"  effort  for  the  2026  World  Baseball

Classic (WBC). While the government projects

a future-oriented image through its first lunar

exploration  mission and  breakthroughs  in

hydrogen-resistant  steel,  it  faces  mounting

internal challenges. These include a runaway

invasive species crisis with the green iguana

population and a profound demographic shift,

as  nearly  40%  of  the  younger  generation

reports  "mother-of-the-womb"  singleness

(never  having  dated),  citing  economic

pressure and work-life imbalance as primary

barriers to traditional social structures.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Global Conflict and Military Escalation

The United States has launched "Operation

Fury,"  conducting  widespread  aerial

bombardments across  Iran,  including  the

capital,  Tehran,  to  dismantle  nuclear

infrastructure.

Iran has responded with retaliatory strikes

against  Israel,  with  further  explosions

reported  in  Bahrain,  Kuwait,  and  Abu

Dhabi,  suggesting  a  widening  regional

conflict.

U.S. naval forces have deployed two carrier

strike  groups  (Ford  and  Lincoln)  to  the

region,  while  the  State  Department  has

issued  red-level  travel  warnings for  high-

risk zones.
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U.S. AI Policy and Digital Sovereignty

President Trump has issued a federal ban

on  Anthropic’s  Claude models  after  CEO

Dario  Amodei  expressed  ethical  concerns

regarding AI's role in mass surveillance and

autonomous weaponry.

The  administration  has  formalised  a

strategic partnership with OpenAI, forcing

federal  agencies  to  migrate  their  AI

infrastructure  within  a  strict  six-month

window.

This  move  signals  a  shift  toward

"technological loyalty," where private firms

must align with national security objectives

or  face  exclusion  from  the  federal

marketplace.

Taiwanese Ecological and Social Crisis

The invasive green iguana population has

surged to 260,000 in 2025, up from 34,000

in  2021,  causing  massive  agricultural

damage to red bean and vegetable crops.

The  Forestry  and  Nature  Conservation

Agency  has  deployed  indigenous  hunter

teams armed with high-power air  guns to

manage the out-of-control population.

Social  data reveals a 40% singleness rate

among  those  aged  16-25,  highlighting  a

generational  retreat  from  marriage  and

dating due to "low wages and high housing

prices."

Scientific and Industrial Breakthroughs

Taiwan has reached a milestone in its space

program,  shipping  scientific  instruments

for its first lunar rover mission to the U.S.

for integration, with a landing projected for

2028.

Researchers  at  National  Cheng  Kung

University  (NCKU)  have  developed

hydrogen-resistant "non-hydrogen" steel, a

critical  advancement  for  the  safety  of

future  hydrogen  fuel  cell  vehicles  and

storage systems.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National  Security  &  Geopolitical  Power

Dynamics

The  U.S.  is  utilizing  pre-recorded  video

addresses  to  encourage  Iranian  regime

change, framing the current strikes as the

"only  chance  for  generations"  to  reclaim

government control.

The regional security architecture is under

extreme  strain  as  multiple  Gulf  states

report  collateral  damage  or  direct

involvement  in  the  unfolding  U.S.-Iran

kinetic conflict.

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty

The rift between the Trump administration

and Anthropic highlights a growing conflict

between  Silicon  Valley  ethics and  state-

directed  military  application  of  large

language models.

The administration is leveraging executive

power  to  consolidate  the  AI  market,

favoring firms like OpenAI that comply with

Defense  Department requirements  for

large-scale  surveillance  and  autonomous

behaviors.

Economic Security & Trade

The U.S. Supreme Court ruling against the

administration’s  emergency  tariffs  has

introduced  immediate  uncertainty  for

Taiwanese  exporters,  particularly  in  the

semiconductor sector.
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Taiwanese  authorities  are  monitoring  the

potential for new 10-15% global tariffs that

the Trump administration may still attempt

to implement via the 301 or 232 national

security clauses.

The  2026  WBC  is  projected  to  generate

NT$19 billion in economic benefits, serving

as  a  crucial  short-term  stimulus  for

Taiwan's service and tourism sectors.

Domestic Stability & Social Order

Protests  during  the  228  Memorial  Day

interrupted Taipei Mayor Chiang Wan-an’s

speech,  indicating  that  historical

grievances remain a potent source of civil

unrest and political friction.

The  discovery  of  forged  academic

credentials involving  active-duty  military

personnel  on  e-commerce  platforms  like

Shopee points to systemic vulnerabilities in

institutional vetting processes.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day's  legislative  and  judicial  activities

were dominated by the U.S. Supreme Court's

intervention  in  trade  policy  and  Taiwan's

evolving  regulations  on  animal  welfare  and

invasive  species  management.  High-level

apologies  for  historical  state  violence  also

marked  the  formal  political  calendar  in

Taiwan.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Animal  Exhibition  Management

Regulations (Taiwan): Amended in 2024

to  ban  protected  wildlife  performances,

leading to the phasing out of dolphin shows

at venues like Farglory Ocean Park.

U.S.  Emergency  Tariff  Mandate:

Effectively nullified by a 6-3 Supreme Court

decision, stripping the executive branch of

certain unilateral trade powers.

Invasive  Species  Reward  System

(Taiwan): New 2026 guidelines incentivize

trained  citizens to  participate  in  green

iguana removal while imposing fines of up

to  NT$300,000  for  animal  cruelty  by

untrained individuals.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

228 Memorial Day Service: President Lai

Ching-te and Taipei Mayor Chiang Wan-an

issued formal apologies to victims' families,

emphasizing  transitional  justice  and

historical remembrance.

Trump Video Proclamation: An 8-minute

recorded  statement  outlining  the

justification for  "Operation  Fury"  and  the

federal AI ban.

National  Space  Center  (TASA)  Press

Event: An  announcement  regarding  the

Lunar  Exploration  Mission and  the

successful  export  of  Taiwanese  scientific

payloads to the United States.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Artificial

Intelligence

A significant trend is the emergence of AI as a

primary tool and flashpoint for statecraft. The

U.S. executive branch is no longer treating AI

as  a  neutral  utility  but  as  a  strategic  asset

requiring  total  alignment.  The  clash  with

Anthropic  demonstrates  that  "safety"  and

"ethics" in the private sector are now being

reinterpreted  as  "obstruction"  by  the  state.

This  sets  a  precedent  where  the  future  of
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global AI development may be bifurcated into

state-approved military models and excluded

"ethical"  alternatives,  with  massive

implications  for  federal  procurement  and

international standards.

Ecological  Failure  as  a  Proxy  for  State

Capacity

In  Taiwan,  the  green  iguana  crisis  has

transcended  a  mere  environmental  issue  to

become  a  failure  of  state  capacity.  The

explosion from 34,000 to 260,000 individuals

within  four  years  indicates  that  early

intervention  policies  failed.  The  reliance  on

indigenous  professional  hunters marks  a

tactical  shift,  acknowledging  that  traditional

bureaucratic measures were insufficient. This

trend  mirrors  broader  global  challenges

where  invasive  species  and  ecological  shifts

are  outpacing  the  legislative  and  budgetary

response times of modern governments.

Demographic  Alienation  and  Economic

Despair

The  high  rate  of  "mother-of-the-womb"

singleness  in  Taiwan's  Z-generation  is  not

merely  a  social  quirk  but  a  symptom  of

economic  structural  issues.  The  transcripts

highlight  that  young  people  are  "choosing"

singleness  as  a  defensive  strategy  against

financial  instability  and  high  housing  costs.

This  suggests  that  without  radical

intervention  in  the  housing  market  or  wage

structures,  the  demographic  collapse  (low

birth rates) currently affecting East Asia will

only accelerate as 40% of the youth opt out of

the dating market entirely.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Immediate volatility in global energy prices

is  expected  as  strikes  continue  in  the

Middle  East,  with  potential  disruptions  to

shipping lanes in the Persian Gulf.

Taiwanese markets will  likely see a "WBC

rally" in consumer stocks, though this may

be dampened by uncertainty following the

SCOTUS tariff ruling.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The U.S. federal government will undergo a

forced  migration  to  OpenAI  platforms,

potentially leading to legal challenges from

excluded  vendors  and  a  brain-drain  from

firms  labeled  "non-compliant"  by  the

administration.

Taiwan's  agricultural  sector  in  the  south

(Pingtung/Kaohsiung)  may  face  continued

losses if the iguana removal efforts do not

significantly decrease the population before

the next planting season.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

Taiwan’s  2028  Lunar  Mission will  be  a

litmus test  for its  ability  to integrate into

the global space economy and secure a role

in  the  U.S.-led  Artemis-era  lunar

exploration chain.

The  adoption  of  hydrogen-resistant  steel

could position Taiwan as a leading exporter

of critical components for the global green

energy  transition,  provided  it  can  scale

manufacturing  to  meet  international

demand.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Diplomatic  missions  should  prepare  for  a

prolonged  kinetic  engagement in  the

Middle  East,  with  a  focus  on  securing

alternative  energy  supply  chains  and

protecting  regional  allies  from  Iranian

retaliation.

Governments  must  reassess  their  "tech

stack" dependency on U.S. firms, given the

administration's  willingness  to  suddenly

ban major  AI  providers based on military

compliance.

Taiwan's role in international space treaties

and lunar governance should be proactively

negotiated  as  it  approaches  its  2028

landing goal.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Risk: Exporters to the U.S.

should  remain  skeptical  of  the  current

"tariff-free"  environment;  the  SCOTUS

ruling  may  trigger  the  administration  to

pursue more aggressive 301 investigations.

Investment  Opportunity: Taiwan's

breakthroughs  in  hydrogen  storage

materials present a high-value opportunity

for  industrial  and  automotive  investors

looking toward the 2030 carbon-neutrality

targets.

Regulatory  Compliance: Companies

operating in Taiwan must ensure rigorous

verification  of  academic  and  professional

credentials to  mitigate  the  risk  of  hiring

personnel  using  forged  documents

prevalent on e-commerce sites.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet
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Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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