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JOINT US-ISRAELI FULL-SCALE

MILITARY INTERVENTION IN IRAN

TRIGGERS REGIONAL ESCALATION

AND SHIFTS GLOBAL FOCUS FROM

EASTERN EUROPE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 28, 2026, marks a definitive shift in

global  security  architecture  as  the  United

States  and  Israel  launched  a  massive,

coordinated  military  campaign  against  the

Islamic  Republic  of  Iran.  Operations  Epic

Fury (USA) and Lion’s Roar (Israel) began in

the  early  morning  hours,  targeting  over  30

strategic sites including Tehran, Isfahan, and

nuclear  enrichment  facilities.  The  primary

objective  is  stated  as  regime  change,  with

high-probability  reports  circulating  that

Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and several top

IRGC  commanders  were  killed  in  precision

strikes  on  leadership  compounds.  This

intervention  follows  the  purported  failure  of

diplomatic efforts in Geneva and represents a

significant escalation from the limited "tit-for-

tat" strikes seen in 2024 and 2025.

The regional  fallout  was  instantaneous.  Iran

initiated  a  multi-front  retaliatory  wave,

utilizing ballistic missiles and drones against

Israel  and  US-allied  neighbors.  Significant

impacts  were  reported  at  the  US  5th  Fleet

headquarters  in  Bahrain  and  on  civilian

infrastructure in the UAE, including a drone

strike  on  the  Burj  Al  Arab  in  Dubai.  The

closure of the Strait of Hormuz and the mass

cancellation of flights across the Middle East

have sent shockwaves through global energy

and aviation markets. Analysts warn that the

US is now engaged in a "full-scale war," which

risks a prolonged "endless war" scenario that

President  Trump had previously  campaigned

against avoiding.

In Poland, the government has entered a state

of high alert, focusing on the safety of citizens

in  the  conflict  zone  and  the  broader

implications  for  the  Eastern  Flank.  The

domestic political landscape is dominated by

the SAFE program—a multi-billion euro EU

defense  loan—which  has  now  reached  the

desk  of  President  Karol  Nawrocki.  The

geopolitical  crisis  has  added urgency  to  the

debate, with the Tusk administration framing

the loan as a necessity for survival against a

backdrop of potential US disengagement from

Ukraine. Simultaneously, Poland has taken the

controversial  step  of  withdrawing  from  the

Ottawa  Convention to  allow  for  rapid

defensive  mining  of  its  borders,  signaling  a

shift toward total defense readiness.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Operations Epic Fury and Lion’s Roar:

A  combined  US-Israeli  offensive  targeted

24 Iranian provinces. US forces focused on

military  infrastructure  and  nuclear  sites

(Fordo,  Natanz),  while  Israeli  forces

targeted  leadership  figures.  Unconfirmed

reports from Israeli intelligence suggest Ali

Khamenei  is  dead,  with  his  residence  in

Tehran reduced to ruins. 
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Iranian  Retaliatory  Strikes: Iran

responded by firing missiles at US bases in

Bahrain, Qatar, and Kuwait. Civilian targets

were not  spared;  a drone struck a luxury

hotel  in  Dubai,  and  shrapnel  from

intercepted  missiles  caused  at  least  one

fatality in Abu Dhabi. 

Global  Aviation  and  Energy  Paralysis:

Airspace over Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, and

most Gulf states was closed. Polish carrier

LOT was forced to turn back aircraft mid-

flight. Markets are bracing for a massive oil

price spike upon Monday’s opening due to

threats to the Strait of Hormuz. 

Poland’s Strategic Defensive Shift: In a

major move for border security, the Polish

government  announced  its  exit  from  the

Ottawa Convention (ban on anti-personnel

mines), citing the need to mine the eastern

border within 48 hours under the "Shield

East" program. 

The SAFE Program Standoff: The Sejm

has  passed  Senate  amendments  to  the

SAFE program, enabling 44 billion euros in

loans for  rapid  arms  procurement.

President  Nawrocki  now  faces  intense

pressure to sign the bill despite opposition

from the PiS party, which labels the loan a

"usurious" German-driven trap.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics The

US  administration  appears  divided  over  the

intervention. While Secretary of State Marco

Rubio  and  Defense  Secretary  Pete  Hegseth

reportedly  pushed  for  the  attack,  Vice

President  JD  Vance  and  DNI  Tulsi  Gabbard

were  skeptical,  favoring  domestic  focus.  In

Poland,  the  internal  friction  within  the  Law

and  Justice  (PiS) party  has  reached  a

breaking  point,  with  Jarosław  Kaczyński

referring  Mateusz  Morawiecki  to  the  party

ethics committee following a public spat with

Patryk  Jaki.  This  indicates  a  deep

fragmentation  of  the  right-wing  opposition

ahead of local elections.

Energy  Security The  conflict  has  placed

approximately 30% of global oil production at

risk.  The threat of  Iran mining the Strait  of

Hormuz is being treated as an existential risk

to global trade. In Poland, there are fears that

fuel  prices  will  skyrocket,  mirroring  the

economic  shock  felt  after  the  2022  Russian

invasion of Ukraine.

Security  Architecture Poland  is  moving

toward  a  "total  defense"  posture.  The

government  is  leveraging  the  Middle  East

crisis to argue for the SAFE program, which

would  fund  satellite  communications,  anti-

drone shields, and new ammunition factories.

The  decision  to  abandon  the  Ottawa

Convention  highlights  a  prioritization  of

territory over  international  humanitarian

norms,  reflecting  a  belief  that  international

law  is  currently  "silent"  during  hybrid

warfare.

International  Relations & Foreign Policy

The  US  attack  was  launched  without

Congressional approval,  sparking a domestic

constitutional  debate  in  Washington.

European reactions have been notably muted

and  cautious,  with  EU  leaders  calling  for

"restraint"  while  admitting  they  have  zero

influence over the Trump-Netanyahu strategy.

There is significant concern that the US has

"abandoned"  Ukraine to  focus  on  Iran,  with

some  analysts  suggesting  a  "global  gambit"

where Russia is allowed a sphere of influence

in Ukraine in exchange for  neutrality  in  the

Middle East.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day's  legislative  activity  focused  on

securing  the  legal  and  financial  foundations

for Poland's massive military expansion amid

the breaking regional war.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

The  SAFE  Program  Implementation

Act: This  bill  enables  Poland to  access

roughly 180 billion PLN in EU loans for

arms  purchases.  The  Senate  added

amendments ensuring the loan isn't paid

back  directly  from  the  Ministry  of

Defense's  operational  budget  and

mandating  anti-corruption  oversight by

the ABW and CBA. 

Shield  East  (Tarcza  Wschód)

Funding: Closely  linked  to  the  SAFE

program,  this  covers  the  physical

fortification of the border, including the

now-legal  minefields following  the

Ottawa Convention exit. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Ministry  of  Defense  Technical

Briefing: Generals and industry experts

held  a  conference  to  depoliticize  the

SAFE program,  arguing  that  the  funds

are essential for the Polish arms industry

(PGZ)  and  not  merely  for  foreign

purchases. 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  Annual

Expoze: Radosław Sikorski  delivered  a

marathon  speech  in  the  Sejm,  defining

Poland's  role  as  a  key  pillar  of  both

NATO and the EU. He explicitly warned

against  "national  egoism"  and  "Polexit"

narratives, which he claimed weaken the

nation during global instability. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  "Maduro  Model"  Applied  to  Iran A

recurring theme throughout the day’s analysis

was  the  US  administration’s  attempt  to

replicate  its  previous  success  in  capturing

Nicolas  Maduro in  Venezuela.  President

Trump’s direct appeal to the Iranian military—

offering full amnesty for those who surrender

—suggests a belief that the Iranian state is a

"hollowed-out"  shell  ready to  collapse under

precision pressure. However, regional experts

are  skeptical,  noting  that  the  Islamic

Revolutionary  Guard  Corps  (IRGC) is  an

economic-military  conglomerate with  deep

roots, far more resilient than the Venezuelan

elite.  The  potential  for  a  "hidden  state"  to

continue  functioning  even  if  the  top

leadership is decapitated is a high risk for US

planners.

The  Strategic  Vacuum  in  Ukraine The

transcripts  reveal  a  grim  realization  among

European policymakers: the US has shifted its

military and financial aid for Ukraine to zero.

The  narrative  suggests  a  transactional

"realpolitik" where the Trump administration

may  be  trading  Ukrainian  territory for

Russian non-interference in the Iran conflict.

This has forced Poland to accelerate its own

defense  independence,  leading  to  the

desperate push for the SAFE program and the

abandonment of international treaties (Ottawa

Convention)  that  are  seen  as  luxuries  of  a

peaceful past.

Information Warfare and AI Content The

day was marked by heavy digital interference.

Reports emerged of Iranian state media being

hacked,  with  prayer  apps  displaying  the

message "Help has arrived." Conversely, there

were questions regarding the authenticity of

President Trump’s address, with some noting
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his "unusual calmness," leading to speculation

about  the  use  of  AI-generated  content  for

diplomatic  signaling.  In  Poland,  the

government  warned  of  coordinated

disinformation  campaigns designed  to  stoke

fear  about  the  country's  involvement  in  the

Middle East war.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): 

Expect  intense  market  volatility as  oil

traders  price  in  the  possibility  of  a  total

blockade of the Strait of Hormuz. 

The humanitarian crisis in Iran will worsen

following civilian casualties (e.g., the Minab

girl's school strike), potentially galvanizing

"rally  around  the  flag"  sentiment  rather

than the popular uprising Trump called for. 

In  Poland,  the  Presidential  decision  on

SAFE will  be  the  defining  domestic

moment;  a  veto  would  cause  a  national

security  crisis and  possibly  lead  to  a

government reorganization.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): 

The  US  enters  a  pre-election  "endless

war" trap.  If  the  Iranian  regime  doesn't

collapse  within  weeks,  the  Trump

administration will face immense pressure

to either commit ground troops or declare a

premature victory. 

Poland will begin the rapid fortification of

the  eastern  border,  including  the

deployment  of  "Blue"  mining  systems,

effectively  creating  a  "hard"  iron  curtain

between NATO and the Russian-Belarusian

bloc.

Long Term (1-5 Years): 

A permanent restructuring of the Middle

East.  If  the  US  succeeds,  Iran  may

transition  to  a  military-technocratic  state

aligned  with  US  interests.  If  it  fails,  the

region  faces  decades  of  asymmetric

warfare and state failure. 

Poland's  move  away  from  the  Ottawa

Convention could trigger a "treaty domino

effect"  among  other  frontline  states

(Baltics, Finland), signaling the end of the

post-Cold  War  humanitarian  disarmament

era.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: NATO  must  immediately

coordinate  on  the  Eastern  Flank to

prevent  a  Russian  opportunistic  strike

while  US  assets  are  tied  down  in  the

Persian Gulf. 

Diplomatic: Establish  a  successor

council for Iran immediately to prevent a

power vacuum that could lead to a Syrian-

style civil war. 

Humanitarian: Prepare  for  massive

migration flows out of Iran and the wider

Middle East toward Europe, which could be

used by Russia as a hybrid warfare tool.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Strategy: Firms  must  diversify

away  from  Persian  Gulf  oil  immediately;

Brent crude is expected to surpass $100/

barrel  if  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  closure  is

verified. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260228_213000_Stan_wyborczy
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260228_213000_Stan_wyborczy
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260228_180000_Serwis_info_wieczor
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260228_140000_Serwis_info_dzien
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260228_053000_Serwis_Info
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260228_053000_Serwis_Info
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260228_213000_Stan_wyborczy
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260228_222500_Serwis_info_wieczor
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260228_222500_Serwis_info_wieczor
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260228_235800_Co_ludzie_powiedza
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260228_235800_Co_ludzie_powiedza
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260228_222500_Serwis_info_wieczor


Supply  Chain: The  paralysis  of  Gulf

aviation hubs (Dubai, Doha, Abu Dhabi) will

disrupt  global  tech  and  medical  supply

chains for weeks. 

Cybersecurity: Organizations  should

prepare  for  state-sponsored  Iranian

cyber-retaliation against  financial  and

critical infrastructure targets in the US and

allied nations, including Poland.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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