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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

THE IRAN CRISIS: DECAPITATION STRIKE
TRIGGERS REGIONAL WAR & GLOBAL SHOCKS

p OPERATION EPIC FURY
(Feb 28, 2026): Joint US-Israel
strike decapitates Iranian
leadership, including Ayatollah
Khamenei, ending 37-year rule. |
Goal: Eliminate ‘imminent threats’
& nuclear program.

REGIONAL RETALIATION & WAR:
Iran launches hundreds of drones/missiles targeting US

bases & Gulf civilian infrastructure (Dubai hotel, airports).
’ Israel intercepts 200+ missiles. Air traffic grounded.

—7
STRAIT OF HORMUZ CLOSED:

IRAN DECLARES CHOKE POINT UNSAFE.
GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS IN TURMOIL. OIL PRICES SURGE 21%.

PROTESTS & PI]LITICAL BATTLE Large-scale protests POWER STRUGGLE: Death of Khamenei creates

in US cities. Congress demands return over bypass immediate conflict between radical Revolutionary

of War Powers Act. Democrats push for vote to halt Guard and pragmatists. Interim council’s long-term
hostilities. FBI/DHS on high alert for sleeper cells. control questionable under bombardment.

L> STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS 4J

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
|| OIL PRICE SHOCK, POTENTIAL INCREASED US TROOP DEPLOY- REDESIGN OF MIDDLE EAST
LONE WOLF ATTACKS, CHAOTIC MENT, LEGISLATIVE GRIDLOCK, SECURITY, SHIFT IN GLOBAL
SUCCESSION. POSSIBLE LARGER NAVAL WAR. ENERGY RELIANCE.

RECOMMENDATIONS: INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS ON ALERT, RE-EVALUATE ALLIANCES, PREPARE FOR HUMANITARIAN CRISIS.
PRIVATE SECTOR: HEDGE ENERGY VOLATILITY, DIVERSIFY SUPPLY CHAINS, BOLSTER CYBERSECURITY.
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THE JOINT UNITED STATES-ISRAEL
DECAPITATION STRIKE AGAINST
IRANTAN LEADERSHIP HAS
TRIGGERED A REGIONAL WAR, THE
CLOSURE OF THE STRAIT OF
HORMUZ, AND A CONSTITUTIONAL
CRISIS OVER WAR POWERS IN
WASHINGTON.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On February 28, 2026, a massive joint military
operation titled "Operation Epic Fury" (Furia
Epica) was launched by the United States and
Israel, resulting in the death of Iran’s
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and
approximately 40 other high-ranking officials.
The strikes targeted political and military
centers, nuclear facilities, and air defense
systems across at least 20 Iranian provinces.
President Donald Trump, overseeing the
operation from Mar-a-Lago, justified the
intervention as a necessary measure to
eliminate "imminent threats" and prevent Iran
from finalized its nuclear weapons program.
The decapitation of the Iranian leadership
represents the most significant escalation in
the Middle East in decades, effectively ending
the 37-year era of Khamenei’'s rule and

plunging the Iranian state into a succession
crisis between radical and pragmatic factions.

The regional response was immediate and
violent. Iran launched hundreds of drones and
ballistic missiles against U.S. military bases in
Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, and the UAE, as well
as targets within Israel. While the U.S.
Command reported military
casualties, civilian infrastructure in the Gulf
was hit, including a luxury hotel in Dubai and
several airports. Crucially, Iran declared the
Strait of Hormuz—a transit point for 20% of
the world’s oil—unsafe and "de facto" closed.
This has sent shockwaves through global
energy markets, with oil prices already
experiencing a 21% surge this year. The
convergence of a total regional conflict with a
global energy strangulation point suggests an
imminent worldwide economic contraction.

minimal

Domestic stability in the United States is
under severe pressure as the FBI and
counterterrorism units have been placed on
maximum alert. Large-scale protests have
erupted in major cities including New York,
Washington D.C., and San Francisco, while
some members of the Iranian diaspora
celebrated the regime's apparent collapse.
Politically, the Trump administration faces a
brewing "lawfare" battle; Democratic leaders
are demanding an immediate return of
Congress to address the lack of a formal
declaration of war and are threatening to
force a vote on the War Powers Act. The
administration is essentially bypassing
traditional legislative oversight by briefing
only select committee members after the fact,
signaling a shift toward executive-led military
dominance.



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS Energy and Economic Shockwaves

Operation Epic Fury and the Decapitation e [ran has implemented a "de facto" closure
of Iranian Leadership of the Strait of Hormuz, claiming the
passage is insecure for commercial

* The U.S. and Israel utilized hundreds of shipping.
warplanes and Tomahawk cruise missiles to « Analysts warn of an immediate gas price
strike 500 targets across Iran, specifically hike, as the strait handles 20% of global oil

aiming for the Supreme Leader's complex. and 25% of liquefied natural gas.

* Iranian State TV and President Trump « Commercial shipping companies have been
i i . . . .
confirmed the death of Ali Khamenei, instructed to avoid the region entirely,
marking a historic vacuum in the nation's
theocratic structure.

disrupting global supply chains for the
foreseeable future.

* Other confirmed fatalities include the

commander of the Revolutionary Guard, Domestic Unrest and Security Alerts
Mohammad Pakpur, and the Secretary of

the Defense Council, Ali Shamkhani. e The FBI and Department of Homeland

Security are on maximum alert due to

* Casualties in Iran are significant, with the potential retaliatory "sleeper cell” activities
Red Crescent reporting over 200 dead and within the U.S.

700 injured, including a school for girls in

Minab hit by a missile. e Protesters in San Francisco and

Sacramento have denounced the illegal and

Iranian Retaliation and Regional w, while SupporteI‘S of the
Escalation operation celebrated the potential for a

democratic Iran.
* The Iranian Revolutionary Guard launched
retaliatory strikes against U.S. assets, KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
including the Fifth Fleet in Bahrain and
bases in Qatar, Kuwait, and the UAE.

Succession and Stability
* In Dubai, a drone or missile impact caused

a fire at the Fairmont The Palm hotel, and * The death of Khamenei creates an
explosions were reported near the Burj immediate power struggle between the
Khalifa. radical Revolutionary Guard and more
. . i pragmatic elements of the Iranian
* [srael remains in a state of national
. . L. government.
emergency, intercepting 200  ballistic
missiles while civilian air traffic across the * Interim power is currently held by a council
Middle East has been grounded. including the President of Iran and the

head of the Judiciary, but their long-term
control is questionable under ongoing
bombardment.
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International Relations

Policy

and Foreign

* U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio
notified only seven of the eight most
influential lawmakers before the strike,
sparking outrage from Democratic
leadership.

* The UN Security Council convened an

emergency meeting where the Secretary

General condemned the strikes as a grave
threat to global peace.

* Global powers such as China and Russia
have remained cautious, with Russia
distracted by the conflict in Ukraine and
China prioritizing its commercial interests.

Energy Security

e The closure of the Hormuz choke point
highlights the fragility of global energy
markets; experts suggest lifting Venezuelan
sanctions may be a "Plan B," though
revitalizing that infrastructure could take a
decade.

Domestic Stability and Social Order

* Major U.S. cities like Los Angeles and New
York have reinforced security at religious

and community centers to prevent civil
unrest or targeted attacks.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The U.S. Congress is currently in a state of
fractured response. While the executive
branch proceeded with the strikes under the
justification of national security, legislative
leaders are debating the legality of the
operation without a formal declaration of war.
Democratic lawmakers are pushing for a high-
stakes vote to curb the President's military
authority, while the administration maintains

that the "Epic Fury" operation was a defensive
necessity. Seven of the eight leaders of the
"Gang of Eight" were notified, but the
omission of key Democratic voices has
deepened partisan divisions.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* War Powers Act Resolution: House
Democrats intend to force a vote next week
to halt hostilities against Iran. The
resolution  would not require the
President's signature but would need the
support of all Democrats and at least three
Republicans.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Sunday Briefing for Intelligence
Committees: The Trump administration
will provide a detailed report to the House
and Senate Foreign Relations and
Intelligence committees on March 1, 2026.

* UN Security Council Emergency
Session: A diplomatic confrontation
occurred as Iran accused the U.S. and
Israel of crimes of war regarding civilian
deaths during the air campaign.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Decapitation as Grand Strategy

The choice to target Ali Khamenei directly
suggests a shift from "containment" to
"regime termination." By eliminating the
ideological and spiritual head of the Iranian
state, the U.S. and Israel are betting on a
complete systemic collapse or a popular
uprising. However, this strategy risks creating
an unmanageable
empowering the most radicalized elements of

power vacuum or
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the Revolutionary Guard who have no
remaining diplomatic path forward.

Energy as a Symmetric Weapon

Iran's response to military decapitation has
been to weaponize the global economy via the
Strait of Hormuz. This "asymmetric" response
aims to inflict economic pain on the American
public—specifically targeting fuel prices and
inflation—to create domestic political
pressure on the Trump administration during

a midterm election year.
The End of Diplomatic Pretense

The strikes occurred despite ngoin
diplomatic dialogues, a fact noted by the
Iranian Foreign Minister. This indicates that
the U.S. administration may have been using
diplomacy as a "shaping operation" to fix
targets in place for a kinetic strike, signaling
a definitive end to the era of nuclear-deal-
based negotiations that characterized the
2015-2023 period.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a sharp and sustained increase in
global oil prices, potentially leading to fuel
rationing in certain markets if the Hormuz
closure persists.

* Potential for "Lone Wolf" or sleeper cell
terrorist attacks in Western cities as
Iranian-backed groups (Hezbollah, Houthis)
activate their networks.

* A chaotic struggle for the successor of the

Ayatollah, with potential internal military
clashes within Iran.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* Increased U.S. troop deployments to the

Middle East to reopen the Strait by force,

potentially leading to a larger naval war in
the Gulf.

* Legislative gridlock in Washington as the
War Powers debate becomes a central
theme of the 2026 midterm elections.

* The possible relocation of the FIFA World
Cup matches if security in the U.S. and
regional stability continue to deteriorate.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* A fundamental redesign of the Middle
Eastern security architecture, likely moving
toward a "Post-Ayatollah" era that either
sees a democratic transition or a fractured,
multi-state conflict similar to the Syrian
civil war.

* Shift in global energy reliance as the
"vulnerability of the Gulf" forces rapid
investment in non-OPEC sources and
alternative energy technologies.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic missions should prepare for a
Travel Level 4 alert for the entire Middle
East, including disruptions to commercial
air travel.

* Security alliances must be re-evaluated as
regional allies like Jordan and Saudi Arabia
are now direct targets for Iranian
retaliation.

e The UN must prepare for a massive
humanitarian crisis in Iran if the
decapitated state fails to manage basic
services and food supplies.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Volatility: Investors should hedge
against extreme oil price fluctuations and
consider the logistical risks of maritime
transport in the Gulf of Oman.

Supply Chain Diversification: Companies
relying on components from Asia must
account for the closure of critical sea lanes
and potential delays in global shipping.

* Cybersecurity Defense: Private firms,
especially in the energy and financial
sectors, should prepare for an
unprecedented wave of cyberattacks from
Iranian-aligned groups as part of their
retaliatory doctrine.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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