TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

LRT

MARCH 1, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

GLOBAL FRACTURES & REGIONAL REALIGNMENT:
A REPORT ON DESTABILIZATION, CONFLICT, AND GOVERNANCE SHIFTS

NEGOTIATED
(Territorig CO”CZSESII'\OC,,E
Khamenei's Death Triggers Pre eferred) S

“New Day" in Iran, 40-Day b d
Mourning, Threats of Retaliati G
Z US REFUSAL: No Support

for UN Resolution on

Ukraine Borders;
Friction with EU Allies.

MARITIME TRAFFIC HALTED: | '
Persian Gulf Logistics Disrupted; i RUSSIAN
Global Oil Transit Affected. 3 SHADOW FLEET

. lllBSﬂALc Neug;lgtliize e - B TR RE%PONSE: Mamtanj‘qing
uclear/Ballistic Capabilities LITHUANIA: ressure via Maritime
. Enforcement of Sancti

via Air Power Alone.
CONVERGENCE OF CORRUPTION & UNREST

X

- " DOMESTIC STABILITY S
TESTED

UNSAFE 0P
TEACY R
i ‘r \ 3 /
TEACHERS’ STRIKE & CRISIS:
400+ Educators Protest Dismissals, Systemic
4 Disrespect; Climate of Fear.

ELITE INTERROGATIONS:
STT Investigates Agricultural
Corruption, Unexplained Wealth.
“Elite Club” Critics Say.

FORMER PMs & MINISTERS Critical Shortage Looming.

ACCUSATIONS & MEMOIRS:
Convicted Politician alleges
Ethical Breaches by Presidents;
Presidency calls it “Lies”. Y . 3 THREAT T0
) MEDIA
FREEDOM

GEOPOLITICAL: US ‘Transactional' Security, UN Leadership Vacuum, European ‘Rule of Law’ Enforcement.
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RULE OF LAW: ‘Elite Interrogations’ Define Lithuanian Model; Weaponization of Memoirs Erodes Trust.
LABOR & INDUSTRY: Public Sector Crisis, Structural Flaws in Labor Code, ‘Brain Drain’ Threat.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS
MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months)

LONG TERM (1-5 Years)

Energy Price Spike; Expanded Teacher Iran Radicalization/Insurgency; Western Bloc Fragmentation; EU
Strikes; More STT ‘VIP' Interrogations.  Trump-brokered ‘Frozen Conflict' in Ukraine. Strategic Autonomy Pursuit;
Lithuanian Public Sector ‘Brain Drain'.
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Guarantees; New Persian Gulf Diplomatic Strategy; Volatility; Monitor Jonava Real Estate; Watch ‘Lawfare’
Leverage EU for Media Independence. Risks in Tech Sector.
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GLOBAL DESTABILIZATION
INTENSIFIES AS THE
ASSASSINATION OF IRAN'S
SUPREME LEADER TRIGGERS
REGIONAL WAR AND THE UNITED
STATES PIVOTS ON UKRAINIAN
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 1, 2026, marks a tectonic shift in
global security architecture, characterized by
the sudden decapitation of the Iranian regime
and a fundamental realignment of American
foreign policy. The assassination of Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei has plunged the Middle
East into a high-intensity conflict, with
retaliatory strikes hitting Israel and US bases
across the Persian Gulf. President Donald
Trump has signaled a "Vabank" approach,
seeking to permanently neutralize Iran’s
nuclear and ballistic capabilities through air
power alone, while regional maritime traffic—
responsible for a quarter of the world’s oil—
has effectively ground to a halt. This
escalation is occurring simultaneously with a
historic shift in the Ukraine conflict, as the
Trump administration notably refused to

support a UN resolution upholding Ukraine's

territorial  integrity, signaling that a
negotiated settlement involving territorial
concessions is now the preferred American
outcome.

In Lithuania, domestic stability is being tested
by a convergence of high-level corruption
scandals and systemic social unrest. The
"Special Investigation Service (STT)" has
become a fixture in elite politics, questioning
former Prime Ministers and ministers
regarding corruption in the agricultural sector
and personal wealth accumulation. Public
discourse is further inflamed by the release of
a memoir by convicted former politician
Eligijus Masiulis, which alleges ethical
breaches by current and former Presidents.
On the social front, the education sector has
reached a breaking point, with over 400
teachers launching a protest in Alytus over
unsafe working conditions and the perceived
"judicial persecution” of educators,
highlighting a deepening rift between state
administration and public servants.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional War in the Middle East

* The death of Ali Khamenei after 36 years of
rule has triggered a "New Day" in Iran,

marked by 40 days of mourning and threats

of "blood for blood" retaliation.

* Iranian Revolutionary Guard forces have
launched waves of missile attacks against

civilian and military targets in Israel and

US bases in Bahrain, Iraq, and Kuwait.

* President Trump has declared the goal of
] . Iran’ ] | ballisti
capabilities, dismissing diplomatic efforts
as "fruitless."
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* Global maritime logistics are severely
disrupted as hundreds of tankers have
dropped anchor in the Persian Gulf, halting
a critical portion of global oil transit.

US-Ukraine Strategic Pivot

* On the fourth anniversary of the full-scale
the US has pivoted toward

demanding a negotiated peace over
Ukrainian "victory" or "territorial integrity."

invasion,

* The Trump administration's refusal to back
Ukrainian borders in the UN has caused

friction with European allies who view the

move as a violation of international law.

e European nations are
maintain
enforcement, with France and Belgium
seizing Russian "shadow fleet" tankers

under ES sanctions.

attempting to

pressure via maritime

Lithuanian Political "Lawfare" and

Corruption

*The STT is conducting high-profile
interrogations of Saulius Skvernelis and
Gintautas Paluckas regarding corruption in
phytosanitary permits and unexplained
wealth.

Former Liberal Movement leader Eligijus
Masiulis has published a book from prison

Dali kaite an itan
Nauseéda of political interference and
nepotism, allegations the Presidency has
labeled as "lies."

e Debates over the independence of the
national broadcaster (LRT) continue as
Eur n Parliament member riticiz
proposed legislative changes as a threat to
media freedom.

Domestic Social Crisis: The Teachers'

Strike

* A significant labor action in Alytus has seen
400 teachers stop work to protest the
dismissal of a colleague and systemic
disrespect within the school system.

* Educators report working in a climate of
fear, where they believe the legal system
and school administrations favor student/
parent complaints over teacher safety and
professional integrity.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics The global
order is currently in a state of flux as the US
moves away from traditional alliances to
pursue a "transactional" security policy. The
Trump administration is leveraging regime
change in Iran to project strength, while
simultaneously forcing a "realist" settlement
in Ukraine. This has created a leadership
vacuum in the UN, where the US no longer
reflexively supports territorial sovereignty,
forcing European states like France and
Belgium to act as the primary enforcers of
international norms  through  maritime
seizures.

Economic Security & Energy The disruption
of the Persian Gulf transit routes represents
an immediate threat to global energy security.
While the Iranian Foreign Ministry claims it
does not intend to permanently close the
Strait of Hormuz, the ongoing military
exchanges have effectively stopped oil trade
through the region. Domestically, Lithuania
faces inflationary pressures; despite an 8%

increase in average wages, economists warn
that a proposed hike in the minimum wage

will further drive up prices in shops.
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Rule of Law & Corruption The Lithuanian
governance model is currently defined by
"Elite Interrogations." The Special
Investigation Service (STT) is targeting the
highest levels of the political class, including
former Premiers and Ministers. This process
is viewed with skepticism by some, as satirical
commentary notes that STT has become an
"elite club" for VIP clients. The blurring lines
between judicial punishment and political
memoirs, as seen in the Masiulis book
controversy, is eroding public trust in the
Presidency and Parliament.

Labor & Industry A severe crisis is emerging
in Lithuania’s public sector. Beyond the
teachers' strike, which highlights structural
flaws in the I.abor Code regarding teacher
reinstatement, the state faces a critical
shortage of educators. Reports suggest that
Lithuania will soon lack thousands of
teachers, particularly in Lithuanian and
English languages, due to high workloads and
low professional prestige.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity this week has focused on
the regulation of the national broadcaster,
international trade tariffs, and labor law
reforms in response to civil unrest.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* LRT Governance Law: Proposed changes
to the management of the national
broadcaster, which critics and EP members

argue would facilitate political takeover of

the media.

* Minimum Wage Increase: A government
proposal to increase the minimum monthly
wage to counteract falling purchasing
power, despite warnings from businesses
about price contagion.

e Labor Code Amendments: Discussions in
Alytus regarding the need to change the
Labor Code so that teachers found
"innocent" by courts can be reinstated to
their original workplaces.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trump’s Congressional Address: The
longest address in history, focusing on

"America First" and only briefly mentioning
UKkraine.

* STT Interrogations: Ongoing closed-door
questioning of political leaders regarding
agricultural corruption and the "Epstein
file" echoes in the US.

* Alytus Teacher Mediation: A mediator

: he Mini ¢ Ed on is
scheduled to meet with striking teachers
and the Mayor of Alytus to resolve the
impasse.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Trump Effect" and Allied Divergence
The transcripts reveal a profound divergence
between US and EU strategic goals. While the
US administration prioritizes a decisive
military resolution with Iran and a pragmatic
surrender of territory in Ukraine, the EU is
doubling down on "Rule of Law" enforcement.
This is visible in the Belgian and French
seizure of tankers, an act of "legal warfare"
that seeks to enforce sanctions that the US
administration appears less interested in
prioritizing over its direct military objectives.

The Weaponization of Memoirs A new
trend in Lithuanian politics is the use of the
"Prison Memoir" as a political weapon.
Eligijus Masiulis's book, "White Collars
" is being wused to bypass

n 1l
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traditional media filters and directly attack
the credibility of the sitting President
(Nauséeda) and former President
(Grybauskaite). By alleging that Grybauskaité
requested favorable coverage from LNK,
Masiulis is attempting to rewrite the narrative
of his own conviction as part of a larger,
systemic corruption web.

The Returnee Sentimentality vs. Reality
There is a recurring narrative of the
"Lithuanian Returnee" (the "Global
Lithuanian"). Individuals like Mantas Makaras
(chef) and Justé (teacher) have returned from
the UK and Norway, citing a lack of "soul" or
"culture" abroad. However, their return
coincides with a period where Lithuanian
society is increasingly fractious, with
returnees expressing frustration at "negative
comments" and a lack of professional respect,
suggesting that the "idealized homeland"
narrative is clashing with the harsh reality of
domestic political and social tensions.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Middle East
energy prices will likely spike as maritime
eistm remains halted. In Lithuania, the
teachers' strike in Alytus could trigger
sympathy strikes in other municipalities if the
mediation fails. The STT is expected to
release more "VIP" interrogation summaries,

potentially leading to formal charges against

Gintautas Paluckas.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Iran's regime
will likely radicalize as Revolutionary Guard
generals take greater control following
Khamenei’s death, potentially leading to a
protracted insurgency rather than a stable
pro-Western democracy. In Ukraine, a "Trump-
brokered" peace summit is likely, which will

pressure Kyiv to accept a frozen conflict line

along current military positions.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The US refusal to
back territorial integrity could lead to a

f the W rn bloc, with
European nations seeking "strategic
autonomy" in defense. Domestically, Lithuania
may face a "brain drain" in the public sector
unless systemic reforms to teacher status and
public official ethics are implemented to
restore trust in the state.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The shift in US policy toward Ukraine's
borders requires European allies to re-
evaluate security guarantees for the Baltic
States, as the "territorial integrity" norm is
no longer absolute in Washington.

* The assassination of Khamenei necessitates
a new diplomatic strategy for the Persian
Gulf, focusing on "de-conflicting" oil transit
routes before global shortages trigger a
recession.

e Lithuania must leverage its position in the
EU to protect media independence through
the European Media Freedom Act, as
domestic political pressure on LRT
increases.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy-intensive industries should hedge

against prolonged oil price volatility due to
the instability in the Strait of Hormuz.

* Real estate developers in Lithuania should
note the risin va, driven by
the German brigade's arrival, even as big-
city markets like Vilnius face stagnation
due to high costs.
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e Investors in the Lithuanian tech/startup
sector should monitor "lawfare" risks, as
the STT's focus on unexplained wealth
could increase regulatory scrutiny on high-
net-worth individuals and political
connections.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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