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PERATION EPIC FURY: THE DECAPITATION STRIKE

ON IRAN'S SUPREME LEADER & GLOBAL SECURITY CRISIS

MARCH 1, 2026:
' THE STRIKE

SUPREME LEADER
KHAMENEI KILLED

TEHRAN'S CHAOS & RETALIATION
Temporary council formed under All
Larijani issues FATWA FOR

US DOMESTIC

US assets & civilian infrastructure Attic
across 7 Middle East nations.

IRGC power may increase. rewing political battle.

IRANIAN LEADERSHIP DECAPITATED

Khamenei and top officials confirmed dead.
Temporary council faces uncertain future.
Fatwa issued against US & Israel.

 OPERATION EPIC FURY OBJECTIVES

US & Israel claim preemptive strike neutralized

@g

imminent nuclear threat & ballistic missile program.

Reported elimination of 40 commanders in
first minute.

© REGIONAL RETALIATION & CIVILIAN TOLL
Iran launches strikes on US bases in Bahrain, Qatar,
Iraq. Civilian infrastructure in Dubai & Doha hit.
Heavy offensive operations close Gulf airspace.

; © BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA STRAINS
34th independence anniversary marks deep
A secessionist threats from Republika Srpska.
Infrastructure neglect and political division.
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SECTION 3 LEGISLATIVE RUUNDUP & TRENI]S

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP
@ WAR POWERS RESOLUTION: Debate on limiting
President’s military action.
@ TERRORIST DESIGNATION PROPOSAL: Controversy over
designating domestic dissidents as foreign terrorists.
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Gamble that air strikes
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Bahrain) to create
“diplomatic wedge”.
Fragility of Abraham
Accords exposed.
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Islamic cartel”.

raising constrtutional

CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS

Iranian counter-offensive targets Trum) b}’passes Congress, citing
e Z. Bipartisan questioning
of legality and War Powers Act.

RBC COMMANDER &
DEFENSE MINISTER ELIMINATED ™=

BOSNIA'S SHADOW

Crisis casts shadow over
Bosnia's Independence Day.
Internal divisions deepen
over Western security vs.
regional instability.

GLOBAL ECONOMY ON EDGE
Gulf oil hubs and international
airports targeted, unnerving
markets. Oil prices surge,
supply chains disrupted.

SECTION 2: MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS —

» © NATIONAL SECURITY & EXECUTIVE POWER
Trump admin uses Article 2 authonty, bypassmg
' Congress. USS Ford carrier roup deploy
Crmcs label it a “slap in the ?
’ © ECONOMIC SECURITY & RULE OF LAW
Iran upsets oil markets to pressure US. Critics

ace” to democlacy

© SUCCESSION & STABILITY

Larijani council formed, but IRGC may consolidate
wer, creating a more 'radicalized threat.
xiled' opposition calls for revolution.

argue US economy wrecked by admin policies.
Weaponization of security state against journalists
and dissidents.
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SECTION 4: STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
& b
AR
LONG TERM

SHORT TERM MEDIUM TERM
) (1-6 Months) (1-5 Years)

(1-4 Weeks)
Heavy bombing in Iran, Structural changes to
drone swarms m Gulf. cuuncil Potential for Middle East security.

Oil pri rge. Iranian fractures or  Potential for generational

Potential US constllunonal IRGC dominance. US instability or a pro-Western

stagflation risk. Iran. Precedent for unilateral
executive war power.

RECOMMENDATIONS
INTERNATIONAL POLICY PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS

Bolster Gulf ssile defense. Activate supply chain c

P plomatic peace away from Gulf hub:
n sanctions to avoid against extreme oil
strengthening IRGC black market. Strengthen cybersecu:

Uncertainty of Larijani
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JOINT US-ISRAELI DECAPITATION
STRIKES IN IRAN HAVE KILLED
SUPREME LEADER KHAMENE],

TRIGGERING REGIONAL
RETALIATION AND A GLOBAL
SECURITY CRISIS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The geopolitical landscape underwent a
seismic shift on March 1, 2026, following the
confirmation that Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed during a
massive joint US-Israeli military campaign
labeled  "Operation Epic  Fury." This
decapitation strike, which also reportedly
eliminated the Iranian Defense Minister and
the commander of the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGCQC), represents an
unprecedented escalation in the long-standing
shadow war. President Trump has justified the
action as a preemptive move to neutralize an
imminent nuclear threat and ballistic missile
program capable of reaching the American
homeland. While some Iranian expatriates and
activists celebrate the regime's potential
collapse, the immediate aftermath has been
characterized by a violent Iranian counter-
offensive targeting US assets and civilian

infrastructure across seven nations in the
Middle East.

Domestically, the Trump administration faces
a brewing constitutional crisis as members of
Congress from both parties question the
legality of launching a major war without
prior legislative approval. While Republican
supporters cite Article 2 and the 1973 War
Powers Act as sufficient justification, critics
argue the administration is bypassing
democratic checks and balances.
Simultaneously, the global economy is bracing
for impact; the targeting of Gulf state oil hubs
airports has already
unnerved markets and traditional allies. In the
Balkans, the crisis has cast a shadow over
Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Independence Day,
highlighting deep internal divisions between
those supporting Western-led  security
architectures and those wary of the "Great
Serbia" project or regional instability.

and international

The situation in Tehran remains volatile as a
temporary governing council, led by Ali
Larijani, has been formed to manage the
transition. The council has already issued a
fatwa for jihad against the US and Israel,
vowing a "terrible blow" that will bring the
conflict to levels never before seen. The
effectiveness of this decapitation strategy
remains in doubt; intelligence analysts warn
that the IRGC may emerge as the dominant
power, potentially leading to a more
radicalized and decentralized threat. As dawn
breaks over the Middle East, the world is
watching to see if the Iranian people will rise
up as President Trump has urged, or if the
region will descend into a prolonged, multi-
front war of attrition.



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Death of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and
Iranian Leadership

e US and Israeli sources confirmed the

Supreme Ieader's death following air

strikes in Tehran.

* The strike reportedly killed the Iranian
Defense Minister and the commander of
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.

* A temporary governing council has been

established under Ali  Larijani, a
mathematician and philosopher.

* Ayatollah Makarim Shirazi issued a fatwa
for jihad against the United States and
Israel.

Operation Epic Fury: Military and
Strategic Objectives

e The US and Israel conducted a massive

joint operation to eliminate "imminent

threats" from the Iranian regime.

* President Trump stated the strikes targeted

ballistic missile arrays and aerial defense
systems to prevent Iran from acquiring
nuclear weapons.

* Israeli forces reported eliminating 40
commanders and officials within the first
minute of the operation.

* US military officials claim the strikes were

necessary because Iran was days away
from being able to manufacture nuclear

warheads.
Regional Retaliation and Civilian Impact

 Iran launched retaliatory strikes against US
military bases in Bahrain, Qatar, and Iraq.

* Civilian infrastructure in the Gulf, including
Dubai and Doha, has been targeted by
Iranian drones and missiles.

* A missile strike on a girls' school in Minab,
southern Iran, reportedly killed 60 people,

according to Iranian media.

» Airspace over multiple Gulf nations has
been closed due to the "heaviest offensive
operations" in the history of the Islamic
Republic.

Bosnia and Herzegovina: Independence
Day and Domestic Strains

* The country marked its 34th anniversary of
independence amidst ongoing secessionist
threats from Republika Srpska.

* Members of the Presidency, Koms$i¢ and
Bedirovi¢, emphasized the historical
continuity and international recognition of
the state.

* Local dairy farmers in Republika Srpska
are dumping milk to protest market

disruptions and cheaper imports from
Serbia.

* Infrastructure neglect led to a tragic tram
accident in Sarajevo, sparking public
outcry over corruption in public tenders.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security and Military Action

* The Trump administration argues that the
imminent threat of an Iranian preemptive
strike justified bypassing Congressional
approval.

* Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee Brian Mast defended the strikes

under Article 2 authority and the War

Powers Act.

* Critics like Rep. Ro Khanna labeled the
move a slap in the face to the US Congress.
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* The US Navy's For rrier gr is
operating off the coast of Israel and

Lebanon to deter Hezbollah.
Succession and Stability

* The formation of the Larijani-l
suggests a desperate attempt at continuity,
though power may shift to the IRGC.

e Exiled Crown Prince Reza Pahlavi called for
a '"revol f the Lion
overthrow the remaining regime.

* Intelligence communities express concern
that a worse leader or a "cartel-like" IRGC
state could emerge from the power
vacuum.

Economic Security and Global Markets

* Iran’s strategy of upsetting oil markets

aims to unnerve China and pressure the US
to halt military action.

* The closure of major airports like Dubai

and Abu Dhabi will have a dramatic impact
on global logistics and tourism.

* Inside the US, critics like Scott Bessent
argue the administration's policies have
wrecked the economy, citing low GDP
growth and rising inflation.

Rule of Law and Civil Liberties

* The US Department of Justice has been
accused of arresting journalists and
engaging in a "campaign of retribution"
against Trump’s critics.

* Proposals to designate domestic dissident
groups as foreign terrorists are under fire
for being overly vague.

* The Supreme Court has faced

unprecedented personal attacks from the
President following a tariff decision.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative agenda is currently dominated
by the fallout from Operation Epic Fury, with
a significant push for a War Powers resolution.
Lawmakers are debating the limits of
executive power as the administration moves
forward with military action without a formal
declaration of war. There is also ongoing
debate regarding the use of national security
tools against domestic political dissidents.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* War Powers Resolution: Proposed by
lawmakers returning to the Hill to limit the
President’s ability to continue the war in
Iran without Congressional consent.

* Terrorist Designation Proposal: A plan
to ign rtain mesti r as
foreign terrorist organizations, criticized
for its potential to imprison dissidents for
up to 20 years.

* Growth Plan Fund Ratification: In
Bosnia, a delay in ratifying agreements has

led to the loss of 100 million euros in EU
funds.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* White House Briefing: Scheduled for next
week to provide details on the intelligence
that led to the Iranian strikes.

* Secretary of State Address: Marco

Rubio’s speech at the Munich Security
Conference, focusing on migrants and
"changing social fabrics" rather than
traditional security cooperation.

* Iranian Opposition Conference: Calls

from activists for a peace conference to
plan for a post-Islamic Republic Iran.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Regime Change by Remote Control

The central theme of the day is the gamble
that decapitation strikes will lead to
spontaneous regime change. President Trump
and his allies are betting on the Iranian
people rising up to finish what the air strikes
started. However, historical precedents—
notably cited by former Ambassador John
Bolton and intelligence experts—suggest that
regime change from the air rarely results in a
more democratic or stable government.
Instead, there is a significant risk that the
IRGC, described as a "hardline Islamic cartel,"
will consolidate power, leading to a more
violent and less predictable adversary.

The Fragmentation of Global Security
Alliances

A disturbing trend is the targeting of neutral
or US-aligned Gulf states. Iran’s strategy of
striking civilian targets in nations like Bahrain
and the UAE is designed to create a
"diplomatic wedge" between the US and its
regional partners. By inflicting damage on
civilian infrastructure, Tehran hopes these
nations will pressure Washington to cease
hostilities. This highlights the fragility of the
"Board of Peace" and the Abraham Accords
when faced with total war.

The Weaponization of the Security State

Domestically, the US is seeing a trend toward
using national security tools against internal
dissidents. The push to designate groups like
"Antifa" as foreign terrorists, combined with
the arrest of journalists, points toward an
increasingly authoritarian governing style.
This "legal warfare" (lawfare) is being used
not just to manage international crises but to

intimidate domestic opposition, a move that
critics argue violates the first amendment.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

The immediate period will see a continuation
of heavy bombing in Iran and retaliatory
drone swarms in the Gulf. Expect a surge in
oil prices as insurance rates for tankers in the
Strait of Hormuz skyrocket. Domestic unrest
in the US could intensify if the administration
continues to bypass Congress, leading to a
potential constitutional showdown. In Bosnia,
the internal rift between the Federation and
Republika Srpska will likely widen as RS
leaders use the global chaos to push for
further autonomy.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The primary concern is whether the Larijani
council can maintain control or if Iran
fractures into localized IRGC fiefdoms. The
US economy may face a "dumb and dumber"
crisis of stagflation if inflation reaches 3% and
GDP growth remains stalled. Diplomatic
efforts will focus on preventing the "Board of
Peace" from completely collapsing as Gulf
nations reassess the cost of their alliance with
Washington.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

Structural changes to the Middle East's
security architecture are inevitable. If the
regime falls, a generational
opportunity for a pro-Western Iran exists, but
it is more likely that the region will face
decades of "Irag-style" instability. In the US,
the precedent of wunilateral decapitation
strikes will fundamentally alter the balance of
power between the executive and legislative

Iranian
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branches, potentially leading to a more
imperial presidency.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Deterrence and Defense: Allies must
immediately bolster anti-missile and drone
defense systems around civilian
infrastructure in the Gulf.

* Diplomatic Mediation: Traditional
mediators (e.g., EU or Oman) should
prepare for a peace conference to manage
the inevitable power vacuum in Tehran and
prevent a full-scale regional war.

* Sanctions Realignment: Review the
impact of retribution tariffs and sanctions
to ensure they do not inadvertently
strengthen the IRGC’s black-market grip.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Vulnerability: Companies
relying on Gulf logistics hubs (Dubai/Doha)
must immediately activate contingency
routes as airspace closures are likely to
persist.

* Energy Hedging: Investors should hedge
against extreme volatility in oil, as Iranian
strategy explicitly targets the "unnerving"
of energy markets.

* Cybersecurity: Heightened risk of Iranian
"terrorist.com" networks or state-sponsored
cyberattacks on financial institutions as a
low-cost retaliatory measure.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend

analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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