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! THE MIDDLE EAST ENTERS TOTAL WAR:
Decapitation of Iranian Leadership & Closure of the Strait of Hormuz
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THE MIDDLE EAST ENTERS A STATE
OF TOTAL WAR FOLLOWING THE
DECAPITATION OF IRANIAN
LEADERSHIP AND THE
SUBSEQUENT CLOSURE OF THE
STRAIT OF HORMUZ.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The geopolitical landscape underwent a
foundational shift on March 1, 2026, as a joint
United States and Israeli military offensive,
designated Operation Lions Roar (by Israel)
and Operation Epic Fury (by the U.S)),
resulted in the assassination of Iran's
Supreme leader, Grand Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. The strike, which targeted
Khamenei’s residence, also reportedly killed
his daughter, grandson, and several high-
ranking military officials, including the
Defense Minister and the Commander-in-Chief
of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC). This wunprovoked escalation has
effectively ended the prospect of diplomatic
engagement regarding Iran’s nuclear program
and has triggered a massive regional
retaliatory campaign.

In immediate response, the IRGC launched
what it termed the Ninth Stage of its

operations, targeting major Israeli urban
centers like Tel Aviv and Beit Shemesh, while

simultaneously striking U.S. military
installations across Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait,
and the UAE. Critically, Iran has declared the
Strait of Hormuz closed to all maritime
traffic, a move that has already caused global
oil tanker traffic to drop to zero in the region.
This chokehold on 30% of the world’s
seaborne oil trade threatens to push crude
prices toward $150 per barrel, destabilizing
an already fragile European economy.

Domestic and regional instability is surging;
thousands have stormed the U.S. consulate in
Karachi, resulting in at least nine deaths,
while pro-Iranian rallies have gripped
Baghdad and Srinagar. Analysts suggest the
timing of the assault—occurring during active
peace negotiations—indicates a strategic pivot
by the Trump administration to achieve
"regime change" through a blitzkrieg
approach. However, the emergence of a
transitional council in Tehran and the
resilience of the IRGC command structure
suggest that the U.S. objective of a quick
collapse is failing, risking a protracted and
systemic regional conflict.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Decapitation of Iranian State
Leadership:
o Confirmation of the death of Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei, aged 86, following
strikes on his residence during the holy

month of Ramadan.

o Assassination of the Iranian Defense
Minister and the Commander of the

IRGC in the initial Saturday morning

bombardment.

o Tehran has declared 40 days of
mourning and appointed a transitional
council comprising the President,
Judiciary Chief, and members of the
Guardian Council to manage the state

temporarily.

* Escalation of Regional Retaliation:

o Iran launched mass missile and drone
strikes against Tel Aviv, killing at least
one woman and injuring dozens, and Beit
Shemesh, where nine fatalities were
reported.

The Pentagon has confirmed the first
U.S. casualties, with three service
members killed and five wounded,
though Iranian sources claim much
higher casualty rates exceeding 500
personnel.

o

o U.S. bases in Qatar, Bahrain, and Kuwait
have sustained direct hits; a five-star
hotel complex in Manama was also
targeted.

e Civilian Mass

e Total Maritime Blockade of the Strait

of Hormuz:

o The IRGC has officially closed the Strait
of Hormuz, informing the UK Maritime
Trade Operations (UKMTO) that no

vessels are allowed to pass.

cOver 150 tankers are currently
anchored near the strait; the speed of
traffic has dropped to zero.

o Reports indicate an o0il tanker, the
Skylight, is reportedl inking near
Oman after a drone strike.

Casualties and

Humanitarian Crisis:

o A girl’s primary school in Minab was
struck by missiles, Kkilling over 100
children; Iran has labeled this a "war
crime" at the UN Security Council.

o Hospitals in central Tehran have been
damaged, with nurses forced to evacuate
newborn infants amidst ongoing strikes.

o The total civilian death toll in Iran is
estimated by the Red Crescent to exceed
200 people within the first 48 hours.

* Emergence of the "Epstein File"

Narrative:

o Regional analysts and independent
journalists are increasingly linking the
timing of the war to a possible cover-up
of the "Epstein Files," alleging that
blackmail material on senior U.S., Israeli,
and UK officials is driving the rush
toward conflict.

o Speculation suggests that the conflict is
being used to distract from unfolding
scandals involving the Epstein database
and high-profile Western leaders.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Global Markets:

* The closure of the Strait of Hormuz has
created an immediate o0il choke point,
impacting 20 million barrels per day.

* Economists predict global oil prices will

shoot up to $150 a barrel, primarily
affecting China, Japan, and South Korea.

e [ran's "economy of resistance" is being
tested; decades of sanctions have forced
Tehran to develop internal high-tech and
defense sectors, making it more resilient
than Western planners anticipated.

Elite Politics & Succession Dynamics:

* Iran's Assembly of Experts is responsible
for vetting and appointing a new Supreme
Leader; until then, the country is under
collective leadership.

* In the U.S., the "America First" coalition is
fracturing; representatives like Marjorie
Taylor Greene have condemned Trump for
starting a new "regime change war" that
contradicts his campaign promises.

* Benjamin Netanyahu’s political survival is
seen as a major driver for the conflict;
analysts suggest he is seeking to avoid
domestic legal prosecution by maintaining
a permanent state of war.

Diplomatic Engagement & Lawfare:

* Russia and China have characterized the
strikes as a betrayal of diplomacy, noting
the attacks occurred during active Swiss-
brokered nuclear negotiations.

* Iran has appealed to the UN_Security
Council, calling the strikes an "open-armed
aggression"” and a violation of the UN
Charter.

* The U.S. Supreme Court recently ruled that
most of Trump’s tariffs are illegal,
undermining his executive authority just as
he pivots to military force to achieve trade
and security objectives.

Civil Unrest & Social Order:

* Anti-U.S. sentiment has reached a fever
pitch in Pakistan; police opened fire on
protesters in Karachi, killing nine.

* In the U.S., protests have broken out in
New York's Union Square and Times
Square, with 81% of the public reportedly
opposing the bombardment of Iran.

e Ukraine is facing its own social crisis;
citizens are being forced to kneel in the
streets for passing military funerals, with
those who refuse facing assault by state
security forces.

LEGISLATION/POLICY

The day was defined by the transition from
diplomatic  policy to active combat
directives under executive authority. Most
notable is the invocation of "Major Combat
Operations" by the U.S. executive, bypassing
traditional congressional consultation and
drawing sharp internal criticism regarding the
legality of the offensive under the War Powers
Act.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Operation Epic Fury Executive

Directive: A presidential order authorizing

massive, ongoing strikes on Iranian
infrastructure and leadership  until
"objectiv r hieved," specifically

targeting the IRGC headquarters.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_120000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_120000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_130000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_060000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_060000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_010000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_203000_Worlds_Apart
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_130000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_213000_Moscow_Mules
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_213000_Moscow_Mules
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_000000_News

* Strait of Hormuz Emergency Closure
Policy: An Iranian military decree blocking
the waterway to all maritime traffic,
including energy exports, in retaliation for
the assault.

* US Supreme Court Tariff Ruling: A
landmark decision striking down most of
the administration's tariffs as illegal,
forcing the executive to seek alternative
legal instruments for economic warfare.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

e Trump "Hour of Freedom" Speech: The
President called on the people of Iran to
"take over your government," framing the
bombing as an act of liberation.

* UN Security Council Emergency
Session: Iran’s ambassador condemned
the strike on a primary school as a "crime
against humanity."

Israeli Defense Ministry Briefing:

Defense officials praised the opening blow
of Operation Lions Roar, claiming the "head

of the snake" has been severed.

Huckaby-Carlson Interview: U.S.

Ambassador Mike Huckaby suggested that
Israel has a "biblical right" to land from the

Euphrates to the Nile, sparking outrage in
Arab capitals.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of Diplomatic Pretense:
Transcripts highlight a strategic trend where
Western powers utilize negotiations as a
deceptive tool to prepare for military action.
Multiple reports confirm that the U.S. and
Israel were negotiating in Switzerland just as
the final orders for "Operation Lions Roar"
were being signed. This has led to a narrative
of "diplomatic betrayal," which Russia and

China are leveraging to build a multipolar
security architecture outside of Western
influence. The perception that the "rules-
based order" is merely a cover for unilateral
aggression is now a dominant theme in Global
South discourse.

The Personalization of Geopolitics: The
conflict is increasingly framed not through
national interests, but through the legal and
personal needs of leaders. Netanyahu is
described as seeking conflict to avoid his own
corruption trial, while Trump is accused of
prioritizing "Israel First" due to dependence

on Jewish donors and the potential threat of
the "Epstein Files." This personalization

suggests that traditional statecraft has been
replaced by "warlordism," where military
operations serve as a diversion from domestic
scandal or judicial peril.

The End of NATO and the Pivot to the
Arctic: Amidst the Middle East firestorm, a
parallel trend emerged regarding the
acquisition of Greenland. Whistleblowers
and analysts suggest Trump’s fixation on
Greenland is an opening gambit to withdraw
the U.S. from NATO and consolidate control
over the Northern Sea Route. By framing
Russia and China as threats to Greenland, the
administration justifies a unilateral Arctic
policy that abandons Western European allies,
who are described as "vassals" footing the bill
for a security structure that no longer serves
American geo-economic goals.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The global
economy will face an immediate energy
shock as oil prices spike toward $150/barrel
due to the Strait of Hormuz closure. Expect
gasoline station price hikes across China and
Europe by tomorrow morning. Civil unrest is



https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_120000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_120000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_203000_Worlds_Apart
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_120000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_120000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_140000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_030000_The_Whistleblowers
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_030000_The_Whistleblowers
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_060000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_150000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_150000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_010000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_190000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_030000_The_Whistleblowers
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_030000_The_Whistleblowers
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_030000_The_Whistleblowers
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260301_120000_News

likely to spread to the UK and France as the
"Epstein File" scandal implicates senior royal
family members and former ambassadors. In
Iran, the transitional council will likely
appoint a more hardline Supreme Leader
from the IRGC ranks, potentially authorizing
"asymmetric terror attacks" in European
capitals.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S. will
be forced to choose between a full-scale
ground war to reopen the Strait of Hormuz or
accepting a massive economic recession.
Coalition cohesion will dissolve as European
nations, particularly Germany and Spain,
break with Washington to secure independent
energy deals with Russia or Iran. The
"Sovereigntist" movements in Europe (e.g.,
AfD in Germany) will gain significant
momentum, likely leading to the fall of the
Scholz/Mertz government and a shift toward
pro-Moscow neutrality.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The security
architecture of the 20th century (NATO/UN)
will likely be replaced by a bifurcated world
order. The U.S. may complete its withdrawal
from NATO to focus on "Fortress America"
and Arctic dominance via Greenland. Iran,
despite the loss of its founder generation, will
likely emerge as a nuclear-armed power, as
the collapse of the JCPOA removes all
remaining constraints and the existential
threat from Israel necessitates a "final
deterrent." Global trade will permanently shift
to alternative routes like the Northern Sea
Route and the International North-South
Transport Corridor, bypassing Western-
controlled choke points.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: Prepare for  unprecedented
cyberattacks on critical infrastructure and

maritime assets as Iran deploys its "Ninth
Stage" asymmetric capabilities.

* Diplomatic: Establish back-channel

communication via Turkey or Oman to
prevent a nuclear escalation, as formal
diplomatic routes are currently non-
existent.

* Social Order: Monitor for domestic unrest
related to the "Epstein Files"; the public
release of these documents could trigger
governmental collapses in several Western
nations.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Immediately reroute
maritime logistics away from the Persian
Gulf; assume the Strait of Hormuz will
remain closed for at least 90 days.

* Investment Climate: Shift capital toward
. | Irani Chi o
hnologies" and Arctic infrastr r

extreme currency volatility is essential, as

the Euro faces a potential "freefall" if U.S.
Federal Reserve swap lines are restricted
during the crisis.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
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applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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