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AFGHANISTAN-PAKISTAN BORDER

WAR ESCALATES AMID REGIONAL

CHAOS FOLLOWING ASSASSINATED

IRANIAN LEADERSHIP

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  1,  2026,  marks  a  catastrophic

escalation in regional instability as the Islamic

Emirate  of  Afghanistan  (IEA)  transitioned

from border skirmishes to a declared military

campaign against  Pakistan,  titled "Operation

Rad-ul-Zulm" (Repelling  Oppression).

Following Pakistani airstrikes that reportedly

killed  dozens  of  Afghan  civilians in  Khost,

Paktika,  and  Nangarhar,  the  IEA  launched

retaliatory drone and ground strikes targeting

Pakistani  military installations in  Miranshah,

Spinvam,  and  even  reportedly  near

Islamabad. The IEA rhetoric has shifted from

diplomatic  grievance to a  narrative of  "Holy

Jihad"  against  a  "mercenary  regime,"  with

state  media  projecting  an  image  of  total

national  mobilization  and  predicting  the

imminent collapse of the Pakistani state.

The internal conflict is mirrored by a massive

geopolitical  shockwave  following  reports  of

the assassination of Iranian Supreme Leader

Ali  Khamenei  and  several  top  military

commanders in a joint U.S.-Israeli strike. This

has  triggered  immediate  Iranian  retaliation

against  27  U.S.  bases  in  the  Middle  East,

placing  Afghanistan  in  a  precarious  position

between a hot war on its eastern border and a

collapsing  security  architecture  to  its  west.

The  IEA is  attempting  to  maintain  domestic

order by shuttering dissenting media outlets

and engaging in frantic diplomatic outreach to

China,  Uzbekistan,  and  Syria  to  frame  its

actions as "legitimate defense" while bracing

for a broader regional conflagration.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Execution of Operation Rad-ul-Zulm

The Ministry of Defense announced large-

scale  retaliatory  operations  using

unmanned  aerial  vehicles  (drones) and

"laser  forces"  to  target  Pakistani  military

centers  across  the  Durand  Line.  32

Pakistani personnel were reportedly killed

in a single night of strikes.

IEA  forces  claim  to  have  overrun  27

Pakistani  military  posts and inflicted over

170 casualties (killed and wounded) in the

border regions of Khost and Paktia.

Ground  reports  indicate  the  IEA

successfully  downed  a  Pakistani  drone in

Khost  province  during  the  height  of  the

engagements.

Civilian  Casualties  and  Humanitarian

Crisis

Pakistani  airstrikes  targeted  residential

areas and refugee camps in Torkham and

Spin  Boldak,  resulting  in  52  confirmed

deaths  and  66  injuries,  primarily  among

women and children.
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The Ministry of Refugees and Repatriation

condemned  the  "blind  bombardment"  of

returning migrants who were already being

forcibly expelled from Pakistan.

A mosque was reportedly 50% destroyed in

Nangarhar  by  Pakistani  artillery,  further

fueling  the  religious-nationalist  fervor

within Afghanistan.

Assassination of Iranian Supreme Leader

State  media  confirmed  reports  that  Ali

Khamenei was killed in his office alongside

his inner circle, including the head of the

IRGC and the Defense Minister.

The IEA expressed "deep regret" over the

strike and called for diplomatic solutions to

prevent a total  Middle Eastern war, while

Iran declared 40 days of mourning.

Suppression of Internal Dissent

The IEA ordered the suspension of Rah-e-

Farda TV, a station associated with political

figure  Mohammad  Mohaqiq,  citing  his

support for Pakistani actions and criticism

of IEA retaliation.

State  officials  accused  Mohaqiq  of

threatening national unity at the behest of

foreign  provocateurs  during  a  time  of

national crisis.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National  Security  and  Security

Architecture

The  IEA  is  pivoting  from  an  insurgent-

origin  force  to  a  conventional  military

posture, emphasizing the use of advanced

equipment and drones to strike deep into

neighboring territory.

Training  centers  in  Northern  Afghanistan

graduated  655  new  soldiers this  week,

specifically  trained  for  "professional

military duties" and border defense.

Military  leaders  have  been  instructed  to

give  a  "tooth-breaking"  response to  any

further  violations  of  Afghan  airspace  or

sovereignty.

International  Relations  and  Foreign

Policy

Ambassador Bilal Karimi met with Chinese

officials  in  Beijing  to  denounce  Pakistani

aggression as  a  violation  of  territorial

integrity,  seeking regional backing for the

IEA's defensive stance.

Foreign  Minister  Amir  Khan  Muttiqi  held

emergency calls with Uzbekistan’s Foreign

Minister and Syria’s leadership to manage

the fallout of the regional crisis.

The  IEA  is  leveraging  international

organizations (UN, EU, ICRC) by calling for

them  to  break  their  silence  on  Pakistani

"war crimes" against civilians.

Domestic Stability and Social Order

State-organized  mass  protests were

reported  in  Balkh,  Jawzjan,  and  Bamyan,

where citizens expressed readiness to take

up arms alongside the IEA forces.

The IEA is using the conflict to consolidate

cross-ethnic  support,  with  residents  in

Panjshir  and  Bamyan  (traditionally

opposition-leaning  areas)  reportedly

backing  the  "Islamic  system"  against

foreign aggression.
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Economic Security

The  Ministry  of  Economy  claims  that  the

Iran-Israel-US  conflict  will  not  severely

damage Afghanistan’s economy due to the

diversification  of  trade  routes  through

Central Asia.

Despite  the  war,  the  IEA  continues  to

promote domestic investment, claiming the

current  security  environment  (minus  the

border  conflict)  is  superior  to  that  of

regional hubs like Dubai or Turkey.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  IEA  governance  during  this  crisis  has

been characterized by executive decrees and

military  directives  rather  than  formal

legislative  sessions,  focusing  on  war-footing

policies  and  the  suppression  of  "traitorous"

narratives.

Operation  Rad-ul-Zulm  Directive: A

formal  military  mandate  authorizing

unlimited  retaliatory  strikes against

Pakistani  military  assets  in  response  to

civilian deaths.

Media Censorship Decree: Policy enacted

to shutter broadcast licenses for any outlet

deemed to be justifying foreign aggression

or undermining military morale.

Infrastructure  Prioritization: Despite

the war, the Ministry of Rural Development

continues  to  inaugurate  water  supply

projects to maintain domestic legitimacy.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Narrative of the "Fourth Empire"

A recurring theme in the day's broadcasts is

the  comparison  of  Pakistan  to  the  British,

Soviet,  and  American  empires.  Analysts  on

RTA News are explicitly framing Pakistan as a

"mercenary  state" doing  the  bidding  of  the

U.S.  (specifically  mentioning Donald Trump).

There is a concerted effort to portray Pakistan

not  just  as  a  neighbor  in  conflict,  but  as  a

collapsing  entity that  will  eventually  be

"partitioned"  like  previous  invaders.  This

suggests the IEA is no longer seeking a return

to the status quo but is prepared for a long-

term destabilization of its eastern neighbor.

Military  Modernization  and  "Laser

Forces"

The  frequent  mention  of  "laser  units" and

"unmanned aerial  vehicles"  marks  a  shift  in

IEA  propaganda.  While  previously

emphasizing guerrilla tactics, the state is now

highlighting its technical capability to conduct

targeted  assassinations of  Pakistani  officers

and precision  strikes  on  infrastructure.  This

modernization  is  presented  as  a  "divine"

achievement of the 20-year struggle, intended

to project a sense of parity with conventional

regional militaries.

The "Zionist-American-Pakistani" Nexus

In  the  wake  of  the  strikes  in  Iran,  IEA-

affiliated  pundits  are  increasingly  linking

Pakistan’s  actions  to  a  broader  conspiracy

involving the U.S. and Israel. By framing the

border conflict as part of a global "war against

Islam," the IEA is attempting to insulate itself

from international criticism and position itself

as a defender of the Ummah. This narrative is

particularly useful in mobilizing support from

religious scholars across the region, including

within Pakistan itself.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)
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Expect  continued  high-intensity  skirmishes

along the  Durand Line.  The  IEA is  likely  to

increase  drone  incursions into  Pakistan’s

Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa  and  Balochistan

provinces.  Domestically,  further  arrests  of

political  figures  who  fail  to  show  sufficient

"nationalist"  fervor  are  probable.  The

humanitarian  situation  at  border  crossings

will  deteriorate  as  trade  is  choked  off  and

refugees are caught in the crossfire.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The conflict risks evolving into a proxy war. If

the Pakistani state continues to face internal

political fragmentation as predicted, the IEA

may embolden groups like the TTP or BLA to

create  a  permanent  "buffer  zone"  inside

Pakistan. Diplomatically, Afghanistan will lean

heavily on China and Russia to mediate, using

the  threat  of  regional  chaos  to  force

concessions  on  recognition  and  sanctions

relief.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The  assassination  of  Khamenei  and  the  war

with Pakistan could fundamentally redraw the

map  of  South/Central  Asia.  Afghanistan  is

positioning  itself  to  be  the  dominant

ideologically-driven  power in  the  region,

seeking to fill the vacuum left by a weakened

Iran  and a  destabilized  Pakistan.  This  could

lead to a permanent shift in trade towards the

"Northern  Route"  (Uzbekistan/China),

bypassing the traditional reliance on Karachi.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

The international community must urgently

address the violations of international war

laws regarding  the  targeting  of  civilian

returnee camps by Pakistani forces.

Diplomatic  efforts  should  focus  on  de-

escalation via "Third Parties" such as Qatar

or  Uzbekistan,  as  direct  Kabul-Islamabad

relations are currently non-existent.

The  assassination  of  Iranian  leadership

necessitates  a  total  re-evaluation  of

regional containment strategies, as the IEA

may  now  see  an  opening  to  expand  its

influence westward.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply chains utilizing the Torkham or Spin

Boldak  crossings  are  critically

compromised;  immediate  transition  to

Central Asian rail corridors is advised.

The  IEA’s  aggressive  media  suppression

indicates an increasingly volatile regulatory

environment  for  foreign  entities  or

telecommunications providers.

Despite the conflict, the IEA is prioritizing

extractive industries  and infrastructure to

fund  its  war  effort;  however,  the  risk  of

Pakistani  sabotage  or  airstrikes  on  these

assets is at an all-time high.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching
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trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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