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THE TARGETED ASSASSINATION OF

ALI KHAMENEI IN A JOINT US-

ISRAELI STRIKE HAS IGNITED A
MULTI-STATE REGIONAL WAR,

DESTABILIZING GLOBAL ENERGY

CORRIDORS AND CHALLENGING
THE LIMITS OF PORTUGUESE

SOVEREIGNTY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 1, 2026, marks a seismic shift in global
geopolitics following the confirmed death of
Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei during
a coordinated US-Israeli military operation
titled "Epic Fury." US President Donald Trump
announced the success of the strike,
characterizing Khamenei as one of history's
ruel individuals, while concurrently
pledging a continuous bombing campaign
against Iran for as long as necessary. This
decapitation of the Iranian leadership has
triggered immediate and massive retaliation,
with Iran launching missile and drone swarms
against eight regional nations, including
Israel, the UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, and Saudi
Arabia. The conflict has transitioned from a
localized shadow war into a full-scale regional

conflagration with economic

consequences.

global

Domestically, Portugal is grappling with the
strategic implications of its "tacit
authorization" for US forces to utilize the
Lages Base in the Azores for non-NATO
operations. Increased military traffic in the
Atlantic suggests the base is serving as a
critical logistical node for the ongoing
offensive, prompting sharp criticism
regarding national oversight. While the
government focuses on tourism promotion at
the BTL fair in Lisbon, the underlying reality
is one of severe domestic strain, evidenced by
the definitive closure of essential healthcare
facilities like the Barreiro maternity ward and
a growing debate over the transparency of
political party funding. The convergence of an
unprecedented Middle Eastern war and a
deteriorating domestic social contract creates
a high-risk environment for the Portuguese
state.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Assassination of Ali Khamenei and
Iranian Decapitation
o US and Israeli intelligence successfully
located and killed the Supreme Leader in
a targeted strike on his office in Tehran.

o The strike also eliminated 30 senior
military and intelligence officials,
including the Chief of the Armed Forces
and the Minister of Defense.

o Iran's Assembly of Experts has convened
to initiate a succession process amidst

ongoing military strikes.
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* Regional War and Iranian Retaliation
o Iran launched 137 missiles and 209

drones against the UAE, hitting a luxury

hotel in Dubai and causing fatalities in
Abu Dhabi.

o The Strait of Hormuz has been officially

closed by Iranian authorities,
threatening 20% of the world's oil

supply.

o Retaliatory strikes hit residential areas

in Tel Aviv, resulting in dozens of

casualties and significant infrastructure

damage.
* Global Unrest and Diplomatic
Polarisation
o Protesters in Karachi, Pakistan,

attempted to storm the US consulate,
resulting in nine deaths during police
clashes.

o The UN Security Council met in an
emergency session where  Russia
condemned the strike as unfounded and
illegal.

o Exiled Iranians in Paris and Los Angeles
have taken to the streets to celebrate the
regime's potential collapse.

* Strategic Use of Lages Base (Azores)

o At least 15 US KC-46 tankers have been
stationed at lLages for over ten days,
supporting mid-air refueling for the
offensive.

o Critics argue the Portuguese
government has ceded sovereignty by
granting tacit authorization for non-
NATO US military actions.

* Domestic Healthcare and Labor Crisis
o The definitive closure of the Barreiro
maternity ward has sparked violent
protests and legal challenges by medical
unions.

o Labor unions in Madeira and mainland
Portugal have mobilized against "labor
package" changes perceived as

threatening worker rights.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic Resilience

* The closure of the Strait of Hormuz has
sent oil prices toward $100 per barrel, with
analysts predicting a massive inflationary
spike in Europe.

* Financial markets anticipate a 10% rise in
petroleum  prices immediately upon
Monday's opening.

* France and the UK have deployed naval
assets to protect commercial interests in
the Mediterranean and the Gulf.

Succession and Stability (Iran)

* The 88-member Assembly of Experts is
tasked with choosing a new Supreme
Leader; candidates include Ali Larijani, a
hardline former diplomat.

* The Iranian President has declared the
assassination a declaration of war against
the Muslim world.

* Internal stability is fractured, with reports
of both clandestine celebrations and state-
enforced mourning.
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Corruption and Political Finance

(Portugal)

* An analysis of party funding reveals the
state pays 3.50 Euros per vote received,
totaling millions in annual subventions.

* Critics highlight that parties "legislate in
their own interest," including the 2018 law
allowing retroactive amnesties for financial
irregularities.

* The PCP remains the only party where self-
funding through donations and events
exceeds state subsidies.

Digital "Brainrot"

Content

Sovereignty and

e Public concern is rising over "brainrot"
digital = content—low-quality, repetitive
videos that impair nitiv velopment in
children.

* Subversive elements are reportedly using

these formats to insert violent political

propaganda regarding the Gaza conflict
into child-friendly filters.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity has been split between
emergency international crisis management
and contentious domestic reforms regarding

the state's role in healthcare and financial
oversight.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

c Reform of the State Commission
Proposal: Proposed by Chega leader
André Ventura, recommending Pedro
Passos Coelho to lead a parliamentary
commission on structural reforms.

(e}

Regional Urgency Decree Law: A
contested law centralizing obstetrics
services in Almada, effectively closing
regional wards in Barreiro.

o Labor Legislation Revisions: Proposed
changes to the "labor package" that
unions claim will aggravate worker
conditions.

« HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o UN Security Council Emergency
Meeting: France requested an
immediate where  Antodnio
Guterres condemned the  military
escalation and Iranian reprisals.

session

o EU Foreign Ministers Meeting: Called
by Kaja Kallas to unify the European
response to the Middle East crisis.

c BTL Tourism Summit: Regional
leaders used the Lisbon tourism fair to
demand better social mobility subsidies
and criticize central government neglect.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of International Norms

The assassination of a sovereign head of state
(Khamenei) by the US and Israel represents a
definitive break from 20th-century diplomatic
conventions. Analysts note that the US
appears to be pursuing a "maximum pressure"

campaign that favors leadership decapitation
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over negotiated treaties. This move has
fundamentally undermined the credibility of
US diplomacy, as the strike occurred while
negotiations were supposedly progressing via
Oman. This "diplomacy of deception" sets a
precedent where military force is used as a
primary tool of statecraft, regardless of
ongoing diplomatic tracks.

The Vulnerability of the Lusophone Hub

Portugal’s role as an "Atlantic logistical hub"
is under scrutiny. The heavy use of the Lages
Base for a non-NATO, unilateral conflict puts
Portugal in a melindrosa (delicate) diplomatic
position. Unlike the UK, which denied Trump's
request to use its bases for this attack based
on international law, Portugal has relied on
"tacit authorization." This highlights a
significant trend of "Atlanticism at any cost,"
where the Portuguese government avoids
formalizing its stance to maintain a facade of

neutrality while facilitating the offensive.

Social Disintegration and Healthcare
Austerity

While the state projects an image of vitality
through the BTL tourism fair, the internal
reality is one of deteriorating public services.
The closure of maternity wards is viewed not
just as a budget measure, but as a failure of
the state's basic obligations to its citizens.
This is exacerbated by the perception that the
political elite is more concerned with securing
party  funding and retroactive legal
protections than with the collapse of the
National Health Service (SNS).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a severe
spike in global energy prices as the Strait
of Hormuz remains blocked. In Portugal,
the repatriation of citizens from the Gulf
will be a high-priority logistical challenge,
with at least 18 immediate requests already
pending. Further Iranian retaliation against
"soft targets" like residential hotels in the
Gulf is highly probable.

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): Iran will
likely experience a violent internal power
struggle between pragmatists and hardline
military elements from the Revolutionary
Guard. In the US, the assassination will be
a central campaign issue; if the conflict
drags on and US military deaths increase,
the current 25% domestic support for the
war will likely evaporate, creating a
political crisis for the Trump
administration.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): The Middle East
is facing a potential "chaos vacuum" similar
to post-invasion Iraq. The destruction of the
Iranian state hierarchy without a clear "Day

After" plan risks the rise of new
transnational terrorist organizations.

Portugal may be forced to re-evaluate the
Technical Agreement of 1995 regarding the
Lages Base as public pressure mounts to

onal .

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Reinforce multilateral monitoring of the
Strait of Hormuz to prevent a global

depression triggered by a sustained energy
blockade.
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* Establish clear protocols for "base usage"

to ensure that non-NATO operations do not

nilaterally drag smaller European states
into major regional conflicts.

e Support the UN's call for a return to
negotiated settlements, as the current

decapitation strategy has no defined
endpoint.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Diversify energy and
manufacturing dependencies away from the
Gulf immediately. The current conflict could

see a long-term closure of critical shipping

lanes.

Regulatory Compliance: Monitor shifting
sanctions regimes. As Iran enters a
succession crisis, new entities and

individuals will likely be blacklisted by the
US/EU.

* Investment Opportunity: Increasing

investment in Portuguese alternative
construction materials like hemp-based
"ecoblocks" offers a sustainable hedge
against the volatile global commodities
market.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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