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THE ASSASSINATION OF IRAN'S

SUPREME LEADER AND THE

LAUNCH OF "OPERATION EPIC

FURY" HAVE COLLAPSED MIDDLE

EASTERN STABILITY, TRIGGERING A

GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS AND

HARDENING RUSSIA'S NUCLEAR

POSTURE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 1, 2026, marks a seismic shift in global

geopolitics  following  the  confirmed

assassination  of  Iranian  Supreme  Leader

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in a coordinated U.S.-

Israeli  strike  designated  "Operation  Epic

Fury."  The  operation,  which  reportedly

utilized  advanced  artificial  intelligence for

target  acquisition  and  scenario  modeling,

involved over 900 strikes within the first 12

hours, targeting the Iranian General Staff, the

Islamic  Revolutionary  Guard  Corps  (IRGC)

leadership, and underground missile facilities.

Iran  has  responded  by  declaring  Jihad,

launching massive missile and drone salvos at

27  U.S.  bases  across  the  Persian  Gulf,  and

effectively  closing  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

threatening 30% of global oil exports and 20%

of liquefied natural gas (LNG) supplies.

The Kremlin is leveraging this regional chaos

to solidify its own strategic position, framing

the Middle Eastern escalation as a template

for  Western "state-sponsored terrorism" that

justifies  Russia’s  updated  nuclear  doctrine.

State  media  has  intensified  allegations  that

France  and  the  UK  are  planning  to

clandestinely  transfer  nuclear  warheads or

technologies  to  the  Ukrainian  regime.

Domestically,  the  Russian  government  is

accelerating the "Time of Heroes" initiative to

integrate  combat  veterans  into  the  civil

service,  while  simultaneously  deepening  the

Security Treaty integration with Belarus. The

narrative  focus  has  shifted  toward  total

sovereignty—economic,  technological,  and

cultural—as the only defense against what is

described  as  a  disintegrating  international

legal order.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Assassination of Ayatollah Khamenei and

Operation "Epic Fury"

U.S.  and  Israeli  forces  conducted  high-

precision strikes on a residence in Tehran,

killing the Supreme Leader and at least 48

other  Iranian  leaders,  including  members

of  the  military  and  the  IRGC  high

command.

U.S. President Donald Trump confirmed the

death  via  social  media,  describing  the

operation  as  a  means  to  achieve  "peace

through  strength"  and  prevent  Iran  from

acquiring  nuclear  weapons within  a

purported two-week window.

U.S.  forces  deployed  the  first-ever  "Task

Force  Scorpion  Strike"  specialized  in

kamikaze  drone  systems alongside  B-2

stealth bombers and Tomahawk missiles.

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260301_110000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260301_170000_Vesti_nedeli
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260301_170000_Vesti_nedeli
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260301_200000_Voskresnii_vecher_s_Vladimirom_Solovyovim
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260301_170000_Vesti_nedeli
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260301_170000_Vesti_nedeli
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260301_170000_Vesti_nedeli
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260301_140000_Vesti


Iranian  Retaliation  and  Closure  of  the

Strait of Hormuz

Iran  launched  600-900  strikes  against

regional  targets,  hitting  U.S.  bases  in

Bahrain,  Qatar,  and  Kuwait,  as  well  as

hitting civilian infrastructure in Dubai and

Abu Dhabi.

The IRGC claimed to have struck the U.S.

carrier Abraham Lincoln with four ballistic

missiles;  meanwhile,  a  merchant  tanker

under the flag of Palau was sunk near the

coast of Oman.

The blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has

trapped  over  150  tankers,  leading  to

projections  of  crude  oil  prices surging  to

$90 per barrel or higher in the immediate

term.

Russian  Nuclear  Doctrine  and  Western

Provocations

The  Russian  Foreign  Intelligence  Service

(SVR)  alleges  that  France  is  planning  to

transfer  TN-75  nuclear  warheads (150

kiloton  yield)  to  Ukraine  to  provide  Kyiv

with a "deterrent" against Russia.

In response to these perceived threats and

the  Middle  East  conflict,  Russia  has

signaled  a  readiness  to  apply  its  updated

nuclear  doctrine,  which  now  views

aggression  by  a  non-nuclear  state

supported  by  a  nuclear  power  as  a  joint

attack.

State  commentators  are  calling  for

demonstrative  strikes on  European  arms

factories  that  produce  components  for

Ukraine.

Sino-Russian and North Korean Strategic

Alignment

Russian  analysts  are  proposing  a  new

"Quad"  military  alliance  between  Russia,

China,  Iran,  and  North  Korea  to  provide

mutual defense guarantees against Western

interventions.

North  Korean  special  forces  (KNDR)  are

reported to be training in the Kursk region,

specializing in lethal hand-to-hand combat

(Sarinkyuk-sul) and drone integration.

Russian Domestic Consolidation and the

"Time of Heroes"

President Putin met with participants of the

"Time  of  Heroes"  program,  which  fast-

tracks military veterans into senior roles in

regional  governments  and  state

corporations like Rosatom.

The government  is  moving to  standardize

"Russian cuisine" and ban foreign-language

signs in cities  like Krasnodar to reinforce

cultural sovereignty.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI and Technological Sovereignty

The use of AI-driven planning by the U.S. in

the Middle East has sparked calls in Russia

for the "Megascience" project to prioritize

AI  and  quantum  computing  for  national

defense.

Predictive  analysts  on  state  channels  are

warning  of  an  AI-based  conflict by  2036,

suggesting  AI  could  eventually  threaten

human governance if not strictly regulated

within sovereign frameworks.
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Energy and Economic Security

The  closure  of  the  Hormuz  Strait  has

caused a global aviation standstill, with 62

flights between Russia and the Middle East

canceled in a single day.

Russian industry is being urged to shift to

physical  economy  parameters (production

of tangible goods) rather than focusing on

financial  accounting  metrics  to  ensure

resilience  against  sanctions  and  war-

induced inflation.

Critical Infrastructure and Transit

Russia and Belarus have announced a high-

speed railway (VSM) between Moscow and

Minsk  and  the  resumption  of  direct

suburban rail links between Smolensk and

Vitebsk for the first time since 1991.

Russia  is  developing  small-scale  nuclear

power  plants (15  MW)  to  provide

independent energy for Arctic settlements

and "bio-eco-settlements."

Social Order and Internal Security

The  FSB  reported  thwarting  a  terrorist

attack at  Moscow's  Savelyovsky  station,

involving  a  remotely  detonated  explosive

device.

Law enforcement has cracked down on an

"Apocalyptic"  sect  called  the  "Tsarist

Empire" that claimed the world would end

in  2028,  reflecting  state  intolerance  for

non-sovereign ideological groups.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focused on formalizing the

new  social  hierarchy  and  adapting  national

defense  posture  to  a  state  of  permanent

global  volatility.  The Federation  Council  and

State  Duma have coordinated on appeals  to

European parliaments regarding nuclear non-

proliferation.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Nuclear Doctrine Update:revised nuclear

strategy (formulated in late 2024), lowering

the threshold for nuclear use in response to

conventional  attacks  that  threaten

sovereignty.

Standardization  of  Russian

Cuisine:traditional  Russian  dishes  (e.g.,

Shchi,  Pelmeni)  to  preserve  cultural

heritage from foreign commercialization.

Union  State  Security  Treaty:Russia-

Belarus  security  pact  ensuring  mutual

defense and unified military planning.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Annual  Government  Report  to  the

Duma:10% GDP growth over the last three

years  despite  30,000  sanctions,  with  a

current unemployment rate of 2.2%.

FSB Collegium:intensification of counter-

terrorism and border security operations.

IAEA Emergency Meeting:urgent session

following  the  strikes  on  Iranian  nuclear-

adjacent sites in Bushehr.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Collapse of Institutional Diplomacy

Russian commentary increasingly asserts that

the era of international law is over. The U.S.

strike  on  Khamenei—conducted  while

diplomatic  negotiations were  supposedly

progressing  in  Oman—is  presented  as  proof

that  diplomacy  is  now  merely  a  "cover"  for

military  operations.  Vladimir  Solovyov  and

other analysts argue that Russia must adopt

the  same  ruthless  pragmatism,  prioritizing
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pre-emptive action over treaties that Western

powers no longer respect.

Veterans as the New Elite

The "Time of  Heroes"  program represents  a

structural  shift  in  Russian  governance.

Combat experience is becoming a prerequisite

for  high-level  political  influence.  This  trend

aims to replace the legacy liberal-technocratic

class with a "loyalist-patriotic" elite that has a

direct  stake  in  the  outcome  of  the  Special

Military Operation (SVO).

Technological Eschatology

A curious blend of high-tech forecasting and

astrological/mystical warnings is emerging in

the media. While the government pushes for

genomic  engineering  and  vaccine

development (e.g.,  the  "Allergard"  vaccine),

"astrological  mathematics" experts are given

airtime  to  warn  that  2026  is  the  "Year  of

Catastrophes" and that AI poses an existential

threat  to  humanity  within  the  next  decade.

This serves to justify tight state control over

emerging technologies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Global  oil  prices  will  likely  stabilize  at

record  highs if  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

remains closed, causing severe inflation in

the West and potential windfall profits for

Russia  if  it  can  secure  alternative  transit

routes.

Further  retaliatory  attacks  on  U.S.

embassies  in  Iraq  and  Pakistan  are

expected  as  protests  escalate into  armed

assaults.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

Israel is likely to launch a ground invasion

of Lebanon to neutralize Hezbollah, which

has now officially joined Iran's war effort.

Russia  may  increase  military  aid  to  the

Syrian  government  to  prevent  a  regional

collapse.

The  integration  of  the  Russia-Belarus

military  infrastructure  will  reach

completion,  potentially  leading  to  the

deployment of new strategic assets on the

Polish border.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The  global  non-proliferation  regime  is

effectively dead. If Iran is perceived to have

successfully hidden nuclear components, or

if Ukraine receives Western nuclear tech, a

multi-polar  nuclear  arms  race will

characterize the late 2020s.

Russia's  "Time of  Heroes" will  result  in a

militarized  civil  service,  fundamentally

changing  the  country's  administrative

culture  toward  a  command-and-control

model.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

The  closure  of  the  Hormuz  Strait  is  no

longer  a  theoretical  risk;  security  of

maritime  chokepoints  must  be  the

immediate priority for all energy-importing

nations.
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Russia's  narrative  regarding  Western

nuclear  transfers  to  Ukraine  suggests  a

pre-planned  justification for  a  potential

Russian  tactical  nuclear  demonstration;

diplomatic backchannels must be utilized to

de-escalate "gray zone" nuclear signaling.

The  emergence  of  the  Russia-China-Iran-

NK  bloc  requires  a  unified  Western

response that accounts for their combined

missile and electronic warfare capabilities.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy  Hedge:prolonged  oil  and  gas

disruption in the Middle East; investments

should  pivot  toward  non-Gulf  energy

producers  and  Arctic  transit-related

infrastructure.

Supply Chain Risk:extreme risk of seizure

or destruction.

Russian  Market  Reality:alignment  with

the  "military-patriotic"  elite;  regulatory

compliance  will  increasingly  focus  on

"cultural  sovereignty"  and local  standards

over international norms.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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