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GLOBAL INSTABILITY PEAKS AS

U.S.-ISRAELI STRIKES DECAPITATE

IRANIAN LEADERSHIP, TRIGGERING

REGIONAL WAR AND ENERGY
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  1,  2026,  marks  a  catastrophic

inflection  point  in  global  geopolitics  as  the

Middle East descended into full-scale kinetic

warfare.  Following  a  series  of  massive  U.S.

and  Israeli  air  strikes  under  the  moniker

"Operation  Epic  Fury,"  Iranian  state  media

confirmed  the  death of  Supreme  Leader

Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei  at  his  residence  in

Tehran. The decapitation of Iran’s leadership

has  triggered  immediate,  multi-vectored

retaliation  from  the  Islamic  Revolutionary

Guard Corps (IRGC), including the closure of

the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  through  which

approximately 20% of  the world’s  oil  transit

occurs. This escalation has paralyzed regional

aviation, stranded thousands of international

tourists, and sent energy markets into a state

of  high-volatility  panic,  with  analysts

projecting crude prices could reach $200 per

barrel if the blockade persists.

Domestically,  the  Russian  Federation  is

leveraging  this  crisis  to  contrast  Western

"aggression"  with  its  own  narrative  of

technological  and  social  stability.  On  the

fourth  anniversary  of  the  Special  Military

Operation  (SVO),  the  Russian  government

reported significant advances in the Kharkiv

and  Zaporizhzhia  regions,  while

simultaneously  promoting  its  "Forum  of

Future  Technologies."  The  state  narrative

emphasizes  that  while  the  West  consumes

itself in a new Middle Eastern theater, Russia

is  achieving  "technological  sovereignty"

through  breakthroughs  in  tritium-based

atomic batteries and indigenous bioeconomy

projects.  This  dual-track messaging seeks to

project  an image of  a  "fortress  Russia"  that

remains  immune  to  the  spreading  global

chaos.

The  diplomatic  fallout  is  equally  severe.

Russia  and  China  have  utilized  the  UN

Security  Council  to  condemn the U.S.-Israeli

operation as  a  violation  of  international  law

and  a  "stab  in  the  back"  during  ongoing

nuclear  negotiations.  Simultaneously,  the

Russian  State  Duma  has  initiated  an

international inquiry into allegations that the

United Kingdom and France are conspiring to

provide  Ukraine  with  nuclear  components.

These developments suggest a total  collapse

of  the  "rules-based  order,"  replaced  by  a

period  of  raw  power  projection  and  the

fragmentation of global security architectures

into competing, nuclear-armed blocs.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Decapitation  of  Iranian  Leadership  and

"Operation Epic Fury"

The  U.S.  and  Israel  launched  "Operation

Epic  Fury,"  a  massive  air  and  missile

campaign  targeting  over  500  sites  across

Iran,  including  command  centers  and

nuclear infrastructure.

Iranian  state  media  confirmed  that

Supreme  Leader  Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei

was  killed at  his  workplace  in  Tehran;

reports  also  indicate  the  death of  several

family  members  and  senior  military

commanders.

A temporary Leadership Council consisting

of the President, the head of the judiciary,

and  a  senior  scholar  has  been  formed  to

manage  the  state  until  a  new  leader  is

elected.

Former  President  Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad

was reportedly  killed  in  a  separate  strike

on  his  residence,  though  some  sources

dispute this.

Iranian  Retaliation  and  Regional

Escalation

Iran  launched  over  1,200  missiles  and

drones  in  multiple  waves  of  strikes

targeting  U.S.  bases  in  Qatar,  Bahrain,

Kuwait,  and  the  UAE,  as  well  as  Israeli

cities.

Direct hits were reported on the U.S. Navy

command  center in  Bahrain  and  the  Al-

Udeid airbase in Qatar, where U.S. Patriot

systems  reportedly  failed  to  intercept  all

incoming rounds.

In  Dubai,  debris  from  intercepted  drones

and  missiles  struck  the  Burj  Khalifa and

ignited  a  fire  at  the  iconic  Burj  Al  Arab

hotel.

Hezbollah has officially joined the conflict,

raising  fears  of  a  multi-front  ground

invasion of Israel from Lebanon.

Global Logistics and Energy Crisis

The  IRGC  closed  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

causing  a  complete  halt  in  tanker  traffic

and stranding hundreds of vessels.

Global  shipping  giant  Maersk  suspended

operations in  the  conflict  zone;  insurance

premiums  for  maritime  transit  have  been

completely re-evaluated.

Airspace over Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Israel, and

most  Gulf  monarchies  has  been  closed,

causing aviation collapse and stranding up

to 100,000 Russian tourists in the UAE and

surrounding areas.

Nuclear  Proliferation  Claims  involving

Ukraine

The  Russian  Foreign  Intelligence  Service

(SVR)  alleges  that  London  and  Paris are

planning  to  secretly  transfer  nuclear

components or "dirty bomb" technology to

the Zelensky regime.

The  Russian  State  Duma  passed  a

resolution  calling  for  a  parliamentary

investigation into these plans, warning that

such  a  transfer  would  fundamentally

change  Russia's  nuclear  response

threshold.

Fourth  Anniversary  of  the  SVO  and

Russian Military Progress

Russian  forces  claimed  the  liberation  of

Neskuchne in the Kharkiv region and Gorke

in the Zaporizhzhia region, reporting over

1,300 Ukrainian casualties in 24 hours.
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The  Kremlin  is  emphasizing  the

fragmentation of the West, arguing that the

U.S. "cannot handle two full-scale conflicts"

and  will  inevitably  abandon  Ukraine  to

focus on Iran.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic Resilience

The  closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz is

viewed  as  a  "catastrophic  economic  risk"

that  could  drive  oil  to  $200/barrel,

potentially causing a global recession while

increasing  the  value  of  Russian  non-

primary exports,  which grew by 10% last

year.

Russia  is  aggressively  pursuing

"bioeconomy" initiatives to replace imports,

including  biological  analogs  for  cocoa

butter and other essential commodities.

Technology Policy and Digital Sovereignty

President  Putin  attended  the  "Forum  of

Future  Technologies,"  highlighting  small-

scale  nuclear  power  plants for  remote

regions and advanced genetic research.

Russian  scientists  showcased  a  miniature

atomic  battery with  a  12-year  lifespan,

intended  for  medical  pacemakers  and

potentially  deep-space  or  military

applications.

The  government  is  mandating  the

Russification  of  all  business  signage by

March, replacing English terms like "Open"

or  "Sale"  with  Russian  equivalents  to

reinforce cultural sovereignty.

Domestic Stability and Social Order

Prime  Minister  Mishustin’s  government

report  focused  on  social  support  for

families,  noting  that  9.5  million  families

now  receive  unified  benefits  and  the

minimum wage has risen to 27,000 rubles.

New legislation targets "idle" self-employed

individuals,  proposing to remove from the

register those who show no income for 15

months to prevent tax evasion and welfare

abuse.

Tightening  of  migration  policy  remains  a

priority,  with  proposals  to  charge  fixed

advance  taxes for  all  family  members  of

migrant workers and limit their stay to the

duration of their labor contract.

Security Architecture and Lawfare

The  "Time  of  Heroes"  program  is  being

institutionalized  to  place  SVO veterans in

high-level administrative and gubernatorial

positions, such as the new Governor of the

Jewish Autonomous Region, Maria Kostyuk.

The  State  Duma  is  considering

criminalizing the denial of the genocide of

the  Soviet  people  during  WWII,  with

penalties of up to 5 years in prison.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  Russian  government  and  State  Duma

have prioritized laws that enhance the rights

of  military  personnel,  tighten  migration

controls,  and  protect  historical  narratives.

Prime  Minister  Mishustin’s  unprecedentedly

early report to the Duma signaled a push for

higher  executive  discipline  and  immediate

implementation of presidential directives.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED 

Migration Policy Reform: Proposed fixed

advance tax payments for migrant families

and  the  cancellation  of  work  permits  if

income  falls  below  regional  living

standards.

SVO  Veteran  Protections: New  laws

prevent  the extradition of  foreign citizens

who fought for Russia and guarantee their

right  to  return  to  their  jobs  or  start

businesses via social contracts.

Historical Memory Law: Criminalizes the

denial  of  Soviet  genocide and  the

desecration  of  monuments  to  victims  of

Nazi atrocities.

Self-Employed "Balance" Act: A proposal

to purge inactive self-employed from state

registries  to  ensure  fair  competition  and

tax compliance.

Aviation Family Seating: New regulations

mandate free seating for children under 12

next  to  parents  and  50%  discounts  on

tickets across all airlines.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

Mishustin's  Government  Report:

Addressed  12,000  citizen  inquiries

regarding  utility  tariffs,  healthcare

shortages,  and  the  growth  of  the  non-

commodity export sector.

Kyrgyz  Parliamentary  Interview: The

new speaker of the Jogorku Kenesh, Marlen

Mamataliev, detailed reforms to the GKNB

(security  service)  and  emphasized  that

Kyrgyzstan  will  not  succumb  to  Western

sanctions  pressure regarding its  ties  with

Russia.

UN  Security  Council  Emergency

Session: Ambassador  Nebenzya  accused

the U.S. of premeditated aggression against

Iran,  noting  that  U.S.  forces  had  been

massing  in  the  region  for  months  while

feigning interest in diplomacy.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Decapitation as a Geopolitical Tool and its

Backlash

The assassination of Ali Khamenei represents

a  shift  from  "containment"  to  "regime

liquidation"  by  the  U.S.  and  Israel.  Analysts

within the transcripts suggest this was timed

for  the  U.S.  mid-term  elections to  project

strength,  but the immediate result  has been

the consolidation of the "Axis of Resistance."

Rather  than  triggering  a  pro-Western

revolution, the strikes appear to have unified

disparate  Iranian  factions and  triggered  a

"Jihad"  call  across  Iraq,  Pakistan,  and

Lebanon. The use of "decapitation strikes" is

now  being  characterized  by  Russia  as  the

definitive  end  of  international  diplomacy,

signaling a return to an era where any state

leader  is  a  "legitimate  military  target"

according to Western "rules."

The  Weaponization  of  Global  Choke

Points

The  closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  is  the

fulfillment  of  a  long-standing Iranian  threat,

but its execution in 2026 has greater impact

due to the exhaustion of global oil  reserves.

The transcripts highlight that the U.S. and its

allies are running low on interceptor missiles

(Patriots), meaning they may lack the capacity

to  forcibly  reopen  the  strait  while

simultaneously  defending  against  sustained

saturation  attacks.  This  indicates  a  broader
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trend  where  regional  powers  can  now

effectively check-mate global superpowers by

leveraging  critical  infrastructure

vulnerabilities.

Russia as the "Stable Alternative"

A recurring theme is the portrayal of Russia

as a haven of traditional values and scientific

progress  amidst  a  "crazed"  world.  The

emphasis  on  family  support,  "bio-economy"

sovereignty, and cloning research (supported

by  the  late  Khamenei  and  now  Russia)

suggests a strategic pivot toward becoming a

leader in the "technologies of life" while the

West focuses on "technologies of destruction."

The message to  the Russian public  is  clear:

the  hardships  of  the  SVO were  a  necessary

"preventative  measure"  to  avoid  the  chaos

currently engulfing the Middle East.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect  sustained  asymmetric  attacks on

U.S. and Israeli assets globally, potentially

including cyberattacks on Western energy

grids or transit hubs.

The Strait  of  Hormuz will  likely remain a

high-risk  zone  with  stealth  mining and

drone  swarms  preventing  any  immediate

resumption of commercial shipping.

Emergency  evacuation  of  Russian  and

European  citizens  from  the  Gulf  will

continue  via  land  routes  through  Saudi

Arabia,  though  these  are  increasingly

unstable.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The  U.S.  Republican  party  faces  a

"Novmber  risk" where  the  failure  to

achieve  a  "quick  victory"  in  Iran  could

result in the loss of Congressional control.

Oil prices hovering above $150 will lead to

technical recessions in Germany and other

energy-dependent  EU  states,  potentially

fracturing  the  anti-Russian  sanctions

coalition.

Russia  will  likely  formalize  its  Strategic

Partnership  with  Iran to  include  direct

military  assistance,  potentially  providing

S-400  or  S-500  systems  to  protect  what

remains of Iranian leadership.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

A  permanent  shift  in  global  trade  routes

away  from  the  Persian  Gulf toward  the

Northern  Sea  Route  and  the  North-South

Corridor (Russia-Iran-India).

The  potential  for  nuclear  breakout in

multiple  non-aligned  states  (Ukraine,

Poland,  Saudi  Arabia)  as  the  Non-

Proliferation  Treaty  (NPT)  is  viewed  as

functionally dead.

Consolidation of a "Eurasian Fortress" bloc

where Russia, China, Iran, and North Korea

integrate  their  energy,  military,  and

technological  systems to  bypass  Western-

dominated finance.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

Nuclear  Proliferation  Monitoring:

Urgent verification of SVR claims regarding

UK/French nuclear transfers is required to

prevent a localized conflict in Ukraine from

escalating into a global nuclear exchange.

Gulf Security Crisis: Diplomatic missions

must prepare for the total isolation of Gulf

hubs  (Dubai,  Doha)  as  civilian  airports

become  primary  targets  for  Iranian

"retaliation zones."

NPT  Fragility: Acknowledge  that  the

targeted  killing  of  a  state  leader  while

under  IAEA  inspections  destroys  the

incentive for any state to negotiate nuclear

limits in the future.

For Private Sector/Investors

Supply Chain Diversification: Companies

relying on the Persian Gulf  for  energy or

transit must immediately activate alternate

routes (Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  Northern

Sea Route)  regardless  of  the  cost,  as  the

Hormuz blockade is no longer a theoretical

risk.

Russian  Market  Reality: Despite

sanctions,  the  Russian  non-commodity

sector is growing; opportunities may exist

in  the  nascent  "bioeconomy"  and  "small-

scale  nuclear"  sectors  if  they  can  be

accessed via non-Western entities.

Regulatory  Alert: Prepare  for  the

Russification of branding and stricter labor

laws for foreign workers in the CIS region

as  states  move  toward  more  nationalist,

protectionist governance models.
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Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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