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OPERATION EPIC FURY INITIATES A
TECTONIC SHIFT IN MIDDLE
EASTERN STABILITY FOLLOWING
THE ASSASSINATION OF IRAN’S
SUPREME LEADER

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Middle East has entered a state of "high
plasticity" and violent restructuring following
a massive joint US-Israeli offensive, Operation
Epic Fury, which resulted in the death of
Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, and at least 40 other senior
officials. The conflict has rapidly expanded
beyond Iran's borders, drawing in Hezbollah
in Lebanon and resulting in retaliatory strikes
against US interests in the UAE, Bahrain,
Qatar, and Kuwait. Despite President Donald
Trump’s assertions that the mission is ahead
of schedule and aimed at preventing nuclear
proliferation, the Pentagon has warned of a
"long war" and anticipates additional US
losses beyond the four service members
already confirmed dead. Analysts remain
skeptical of Trump’s calls for an internal
Iranian uprising, noting that airpower alone
has historically failed to achieve orderly

regime change, and instead risks total state
collapse.

Simultaneously, Canada is
significant strategic pivot under
Minister Mark Carney. While Carney has
signaled rhetorical support for the US
mission, he has explicitly denied military
involvement, focusing instead on a trade-
heavy "diplomatic reset" with India. Carney’s
$5.5 billion MOU announcement with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi—covering critical
minerals, uranium, and technology—
highlights an urgent effort to diversify the
Canadian economy away from its dependence
on a volatile United States. However, this
pivot is complicated by ongoing domestic
issues, including a First Nations non-
confidence vote in Alberta over separatist
rhetoric and a national investigation into the

lethal use of spit hoods in Canadian

correctional facilities.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Decapitation of the Iranian

Leadership

* The US and Israel confirmed the killing of
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in a strike on his
Tehran compound. Secondary strikes
reportedly eliminated the head of the
Revolutionary Guard and the National
Security Council.

e [Iran has formed a three-man interim
council consisting of the President, the
head of the judiciary, and a member of the
Guardian Council to manage succession
amid ongoing bombardment.
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e President Trump has called for the
Revolutionary Guard to surrender, offering
immunity in exchange for laying down
arms, though Iranian officials deny any
such negotiations are occurring.

Regional Escalation and "Friendly
Fire"

* Israel has opened a new front against
Hezbollah in Lebanon, killing the head of

the group's military intelligence in Beirut
after rocket fire into Haifa.

* Kuwaiti air defenses mistakenly shot down
three American F-15 fighter jets near a
major airbase in a friendly fire incident; all
pilots ejected safely.

* Retaliatory Iranian drones struck a British

military base in Cyprus, the first such
attack on that facility since 1986.

Global
Shock

Energy and Economic

* Oil prices surged 10% following threats to
the Strait of Hormuz, where 20% of the
world’s supply is currently at risk as dozens
of tankers remain parked on either side of
the waterway.

* Auto giant Stellantis reported a 36 billion
dollar loss (CAD) for 2025, a downturn
economists  attribute to the Trump
administration’s reversal of EV incentives.

Canada’s Trade

Reorientation

Strategic

* Prime Minister Mark Carney announced a
2.6 billion dollar deal to provide Canadian
uranium to India’s nuclear sector, part of a
broader "diplomatic reset."

* Foreign Affairs Minister Anita Anand
addressed reports of Indian  state
connections to the 2023 killing of a Sikh
activist, stating that while security
concerns remain, trade interests are
paramount.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics The
death of Khamenei has triggered an
immediate succession crisis. While the
Assembly of Experts (88 senior clerics) is
tasked with electing a new leader, the US and
Israel view any such gathering as a potential
target. In the US, Trump is governing via
unilateral military action, bypassing
Congressional approval for Operation Epic
Fury, a move that has drawn criticism from
both Democrats and anti-interventionist
Republicans like Senator Rand Paul.

Energy Security The "heart attack to the oil
markets" is centered on the Strait of Hormuz.
With Iran warning ships not to enter and
insurance companies refusing coverage, a
prolonged closure could see prices return to
"triple digits,"
in the short term but spiking gasoline prices
for consumers.

nefitin nadian pr I

International Relations & Foreign Policy
The "liberal institutional order" is under
severe strain as traditional allies like France,
Germany, and the UK express frustration over
a lack of consultation regarding the strikes.
PM Carney is attempting a policy of "value-
based realism," maintaining the US alliance
while publicly distancing Canada from
military participation to preserve middle-
power diplomatic flexibility.

Domestic Stability & Social Order In
Canada, the Iranian diaspora is deeply divided

between jubilant celebrations of the regime's
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potential fall and fears of an "unjust war" that
endangers family members. Meanwhile, in
Alberta, First Nations chiefs have passed a
vote of non-confidence in the provincial
government, citing a rise in racism fueled by
separatist rhetoric.

Rule of Law & Human Rights An
investigative report revealed that spit hoaods,
labeled "tools of torture" by Amnesty
International, are used across Canada with
virtually no federal oversight, leading to at
least 17 documented deaths in detention.
Quebec's Bill 21 and the newer Bill 94
continue to trigger legal challenges as the ban
on religious symbols expands to parent
volunteers in schools.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity today focused on
unilateral executive actions in the US, trade
memorandums in India, and the fallout of
secularism laws in Quebec. Legislative bodies
in Canada and the US are currently reacting
to events rather than initiating new statutory
frameworks.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Bill 21 (Quebec): The secularism law
currently before the Supreme Court of
Canada; the case hinges on the
constitutional validity of the
notwithstanding clause.

e Bill 94 (Quebec): A 2025 extension of the
religious symbol ban to parent volunteers

and all school staff, leading to mass
resignations and suspensions.

* Canada’s Inquiries Act: Conservative

MPs are calling for a full independent
inquiry into a February mass shooting in

Tumbler Ridge.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Pentagon Briefing (Operation Epic
Fury): Secretary of War Pete Hegseth and
General Dan Kane defended the offensive,

refusing to provide a timeline for its

conclusion.

* White House Address: President Trump
justified the preemptive strikes by claiming
Iran’s conventional missile program was a
shield for nuclear development.

* Carney-Modi Presser: PM Carney and
Indian PM Modi announced $5.5 billion in

deals, aiming for a comprehensive trade
agreement by the end of 2026.

* UK House of Commons: PM Keir Starmer
clarified that while the UK did not
participate in initial strikes, it granted the
US use of British bases following Iranian
escalation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fantasy of "Clean" Regime Change A
recurring theme throughout the day’s
coverage is the skepticism regarding the US
goal of "regime change." Experts argue that
decapitating a leadership structure does not
remove the resilient security state or the
Revolutionary Guard's control over the
economy. The current air campaign is more
likely to achieve "state collapse," creating a
power vacuum similar to Libya in 2011, which
could destabilize the entire continent of Africa
and the Middle East through the dispersal of
military assets.

Canada’s Economic "De-Risking" from the
US The Carney administration's aggressive
trade mission to India, Australia, and Japan
represents a fundamental shift in Canadian

statecraft. Faced with unpredictable US tariffs
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and a volatile US foreign policy, Canada is
seeking to diversify its markets. However, this
requires sacrificing "value-based" diplomacy,
as seen in the government's willingness to
overlook foreign interference allegations
against India in favor of uranium and mineral
exports.

The Dehumanization of Domestic
Restraint The Fifth Estate’s investigation into
spit hoods highlights a trend of militarized
equipment being applied to
populations—including those in mental health
crises and children—without adequate testing
or regulation. The parallel between violent
police tactics at home and aggressive military
intervention abroad suggests a broader
erosion of civil liberties and the rule of law
across North American governance.

civilian

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) The conflict is
expected to widen as Israel considers a
roun invasion f I.ebanon to clear
Hezbollah. In Iran, the naming of a successor
to Khamenei will likely trigger internal purges
or a violent succession struggle. Oil prices will
remain volatile, potentially hitting $100 per
barrel if the Strait of Hormuz remains
contested.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) Global markets
will feel the "financial pain" of Canadian
counter-tariffs and US protectionism. The
Stellantis losses foreshadow a broader

industrial crisis in Ontario and Windsor as the
transition to EVs is deprioritized. Canada and
India will attempt to finalize their trade
agreement, though this may be delayed by the
unfolding regional war.

Long Term (1-5 Years) The ‘"liberal
institutional order" may be permanently

replaced by unilateral power blocs. If

Operation Epic Fury fails to install a
democratic government in Tehran, the region
faces a generation of proxy wars and state
fragmentation. Canada’s reliance on India for
critical minerals may create a new set of
"foreign interference" vulnerabilities that
mirror its previous dependency on the US and
China.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Prepare for "state collapse" contingencies:

Diplomatic efforts should focus on
containing the flow f van
weaponry from a fragmenting Iranian state.

» Establish multilateral energy corridors: The
vulnerability of the Strait of Hormuz
necessitates an immediate acceleration of
alternative transit routes for Gulf energy.

* Re-evaluate "wellness check" protocols:
The RCMP and local police must ban the
use of spit hoods on individuals in mental
health distress to prevent further deaths in
custody.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Hedge against prolonged energy instability:
Investors should anticipate gasoline price
hikes and supply chain delays for any
products routed through the Persian Gulf.

e Monitor the Canada-India uranium
corridor: The 2.6 billion dollar Cameco deal
represents a high-growth opportunity but
remains sensitive to Indian-Canadian
diplomatic stability.
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e Prepare for industrial shifts in Windsor:
The Stellantis losses suggest a temporary
retreat from EV production; suppliers
should pivot back to traditional internal
combustion components in the near term.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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