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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 2, 2026, marks a seismic shift in global
geopolitics following the assassination of
Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Khamenei and former President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad during major combat operations
conducted by American and Israeli forces.
This decapitation strike has triggered
immediate retaliatory missile and drone
barrages across the Middle East, specifically
targeting U.S. assets in the UAE, Qatar, and
Kuwait. Global oil prices have responded with
a violent 10% spike, with Brent crude rallying
toward the $100 per barrel mark. This conflict
has introduced profound uncertainty into
global supply chains, particularly through the
Strait of Hormuz, and has forced a
realignment of international security priorities
as the Trump administration moves toward a
"Board of Peace" framework intended to
bypass the United Nations.

In Nigeria, the domestic landscape is
dominated by the assent to the Electoral
Act 2026, a contentious piece of legislation
that repeals the 2022 framework. While the
government promotes the act as a
modernization of the democratic process,
opposition society
organizations warn of "state capture" due to
the removal of mandatory real-time electronic
transmission of results in favor of manual
collation. Simultaneously, the appointment of
Olatsunji Disu as substantive Inspector
General of Police occurs amidst high-profile
"lawfare" involving the ICPC’s raid on former
Governor Nasir El-Rufai’'s property. The
intersection of these events—global energy
volatility, a U.S. congressional report alleging
Chinese interference in Nigerian minerals,
and radical changes to election law—suggests
a period of extreme instability for the
Nigerian state as it navigates the influence of
competing global powers.

leaders and civil

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Decapitation of Iranian Leadership and
Regional Escalation
o U.S. and Israeli forces carried out strikes
across Iran, Kkilling Supreme Leader
Khamenei and top IRGC officials.

o Retaliatory strikes have hit U.S. bases in
Qatar, Bahrain, and the UAE, with
missiles and drones disrupting life in
Dubai.

o The U.S. administration characterizes
these as "major combat operations"

intended to eliminate the threat of the
Iranian regime.
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* Passage of the Electoral Act 2026

o President Tinubu signed the ne
Electoral  Act, which introduces
mandatory digital party registers but

makes manual results primary.

* Global Financial Realignment: Project
Agora vs. BRICS
o A U.S.-led coalition of seven countries

has launched Project Agora, a digitized
international trade payment system to

o INEC Chairman Professor Josh Amopitan counter a potential gold-backed BRICS

promised mock presidential polls to test currency.
technology  before 2027, despite
skepticism regarding "real-time" KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

transmission.

> The opposition ADC has characterized Energy Security and Economic Volatility

fraudulent "state capture" :
the }llaw. as a frd ) : nd ; t'rﬂ * The Iran conflict has pushed Brent crude
mee an.1s.m esigne © stiie up 7-10%, potentially benefiting Nigeria's
competition.

fiscal revenue but drivin mesti rol

* U.S. Congressional Report on Chinese prices toward 1,000 Naira/liter.

Interference in Nigeria

o A U.S. House of Representatives report
alleges Chi s backi hni it
in Nigeria to facilitate illegal mining of
critical minerals like lithium.

* Aviation and manufacturing sectors face
"margin compression" due to rising energy

costs, with major flights being disrupted
across the Middle East.

* The Qatar Energy company has paused

some LNG production, threatening global
gas supplies.

o The report advocates for replacing
Russian military equipment with
American hardware and suggests the
establishment of a U.S. military
"watchtower" in Nigeria.

Statecraft and Financial Resilience

* The implementation of Ex

mandates the direct remittance of all
revenues to the Federation Account, a
major shift in fiscal management.

* Substantive Appointment of IGP
Olatsunji Disu
o The National Police Council confirmed

Olatanji Disu as the substantive * Nigeria is pursuing a $1.3 billion aluminum

Inspector General of Police. refinery and a nationwide geoscience
> Disu takes office facing a trust deficit mapping exercise to unlock mineral

and a mandate to overhaul internal potential ~ with  the  Africa  Finance

security, even as the ICPC faces backlash Corporation.

over raids on political figures. * The debate over Stablecoin adoption and

the "cNGN" (Central Bank-backed Naira
stablecoin) highlights attempts to digitize
the economy and reduce transaction costs.
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Legal Warfare (Lawfare) and Domestic
Stability

* The ICPC raid on properties linked to Nasir
El-Rufai allegedly recovered "sophisticated
phone tapping equipment," which the
family dismisses as "malicious fiction."

e The DSS has arrested a suspect in

connection with the assassination attempt
on Peter Obi in Benin City, indicating high
levels of political tension.

* Voter apathy remains critical, with turnout
as low as 7-8% in recent FCT council
elections, signaling a collapse in public
trust.

Food and Water Security

* Northern Ghana and Kenya are seeing

lining rainfall and risin linity in

desert lakes, forcing communities to adopt
lar-powered irrigation and aquaculture.

* In Nigeria, agritech startups are deploying
Al-driven sensors to monitor soil moisture
and reduce poultry mortality by up to 0.2%.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Nigerian legislative landscape is currently
defined by a radical overhaul of electoral and
fiscal policy, alongside heightened oversight of
internal security appointments and judicial
independence.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Electoral Act 2026: Repeals the 2022 Act;
mandates digital party registers 30 days
before primaries but prioritizes manual
collation where electronic transmission
fails.

* Special Seats Bill for Women: A
proposed law to reserve legislative seats
for women to correct a 4.5% representation
imbalance.

* Electricity Act 2023 (Ongoing
Implementation): Minister of Power
Adebayo Adelabu emphasized
decentralization, urging states to take
responsibility for power generation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

» Citizens Town Hall on Electoral Act
2026: Stakeholders including Yarga Africa
and INEC debated the transparency of the
new law; opposition parties expressed
"disappointment" over the removal of
mandatory transmission.

National Peace Committee Briefing:
Bishop Matthew Kukka and others
convened to reinforce the Peace Accord for
2027, amid concerns that the new law
facilitates "state capture."

* FCT Minister Media Chat: Nyesom Wike
defended his movements during council
elections and dismissed allegations of voter
intimidation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of "Real-Time" Transparency

A significant regression in Nigerian electoral
governance is evident. Despite technological
advancements, the 2026 Electoral Act
introduces a ‘"clumsy" secondary role for
electronic transmission. Analysts note that
while IREV w
the new law effectively makes manual
collation the primary source for results. This
is perceived by the opposition as an
"institutionalized method to rig the election"

for tran
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before the day of election, by creating

loopholes for "technical glitches" to justify a
return to manual fraud.

The Weaponization of the US Dollar and
"Project Agora"

The global financial system is splitting into
two technological blocs. As BRICS nations
move toward a
the U.S. and its allies are rushing to
implement Project Agora, a programmable,
digitized currency system that would allow for
"full spectrum coverage" of  global
transactions. This trend toward "financial
panopticism" poses a risk to Nigeria’s digital
sovereignty, as it may be forced to choose
between Western-led digital ledgers and
Eastern-led commodity-backed trade.

nit" rren

Resource Chinese

"Lawfare"

Realpolitik and

The U.S. is increasingly framing its military
intervention in Nigeria through the lens of
counter-Chinese economic warfare. By
alleging that China funds ethnic militias to
secure lithium, the U.S. is positioning itself as
a "security guarantor" that requires economic

concessions—specifically the kicking out of

Chinese mining firms. This suggests that
Nigerian internal security is no longer an

internal affair but a proxy battlefield for
critical mineral dominance.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
security surveillance nationwide following the

Iran strikes and domestic protests in Kano.
Petrol prices will likely hike as marketers
adjust to the 9% global crude price surge.
Continued legal clashes over the EIl-Rufai

surveillance allegations will likely dominate
the domestic news cycle.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The impact of
Executive Order 9 will cause friction between
the federal government and state-owned
enterprises as streams are
redirected. The mock presidential elections by
INEC will serve as a critical test for public
confidence in the 2026 Act. Inflation is
projected to exceed 15% (rebased) as energy
costs permeate the food supply chain.

revenue

Long Term (1-5 Years): Nigeria’s alliance
structure may fundamentally shift toward the
US. as a military base/watchtower is
established to secure lithium and uranium
supplies. The 2027 elections will likely be the
most litigated in history, as the "manual
primary" clause in the 2026 Act faces
constitutional challenges. The success or
failure of Project Agora will determine
whether the Naira remains relevant or is
absorbed into a  Western-led digital
"Programmable Code" system.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The U.S. and Israel’s decapitation of
Iranian leadership necessitates a revised
maritime security protocol for the Red
Sea and Strait of Hormuz, as 20% of global
0il is now at immediate risk.

Diplomats must manage the '"strategic
ambiguity" of Nigeria’s stance, as the U.S.
Congress pressures Nigeria to divest from

Chinese and Russian partnerships.

The transition from the UN to a "Board of
Peace" indicates a  breakdown in
multilateralism; nations should prepare for
transactional, bilateral diplomacy as the
standard for 2026-2030.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Costs: Logistics and aviation firms
should hedge against prolonged aviation
fuel spikes and possible grounding of
regional fleets in the Middle East.

* Regulatory Compliance: Mining firms in
Nigeria must prepare for geoscience-linked
surveillance and potential sanctions or "de-
Chinese" mandates in the lithium sector.

* Digital Infrastructure: Investors in
fintech should monitor the adoption of
cNGN and Project Agora, as these will
likely replace legacy SWIFT systems for
cross-border trade.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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