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REGIONAL WAR ERUPTS AS US-
ISRAELI "OPERATION EPIC FURY"
DECAPITATES IRANIAN
LEADERSHIP, TRIGGERING GLOBAL
ECONOMIC AND SECURITY
CONTAGION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 2, 2026, marks a seismic shift in global
geopolitics as the joint US-Israeli offensive
against Iran, dubbed "Operation Epic Fury" by
Washington and "Operation Roaring Lion" by
Jerusalem, entered its third day of high-
intensity conflict. The strikes successfully
limin reme L r A llah Ali
Khamenei and over 40 high-ranking members
of the Iranian government, creating an
unprecedented power vacuum in Tehran. US
President Donald Trump and Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth—who has adopted the
title "Secretary of War"—have signaled a
departure from decades of "nation-building"
and "endless wars," opting instead for a
doctrine of "might is right" and lethal, precise
airpower without traditional rules of
engagement. This aggressive stance has
already strained relations with European
allies and the United Nations, as the legality

of the ‘'preemptive" strike is widely
questioned by international legal experts.

The conflict has rapidly metastasized into a
regional war. Iran and its proxies have
retaliated by targeting US military assets and
civilian across the Gulf,
including strikes on Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, and Oman. A critical
front has opened in Lebanon, where
Hezbollah's rocket fire into Israel prompted a
heavy Israeli "offensive campaign" in Beirut
and southern Lebanon. The economic fallout
is immediate: oil prices have spiked by 10%
following the de facto closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, where 150 tankers are currently
anchored due to insurance refusals and
Iranian threats. This convergence of military
decapitation, regional contagion, and energy
insecurity threatens to drag the global
economy into a prolonged slump similar to the
1974 oil embargo.

infrastructure

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Decapitation of Iranian Leadership and
Power Vacuum

* Joint US-Israeli strikes killed Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei and much of the top
Iranian leadership, leading to the formation
of a temporary three-man leadership
council consisting of the president, head of
judiciary, and a member of the council of
guardians. uncertain authority remains
regarding how much control this council
actually exerts over the IRGC.

e The IRGC has reportedly moved to a
decentralized defense doctrine, with local
commanders authorized to make
independent decisions on missile and drone
launches to ensure continuity of operations
despite the loss of central command.
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President Trump has called on the Iranian
people to seize the moment and retake
their country, though analysts suggest that
while many celebrate the Supreme
Leader's death, the lack of an organized
internal opposition makes immediate
regime change unlikely.

Regional Retaliation and "Friendly Fire"
Incidents

Lebanon Front

In a major operational failure, Kuwaiti air
defenses mistakenl h
American F-15 fighter jets during an
Iranian attack; all six crew members were
recovered, but the incident highlights the
chaotic nature of the multi-national air
defense environment.

Iran launched over 160 ballistic missiles
and 500 drones at the UAE, achieving an
interception rate of 93%, though debris
caused significant damage to
infrastructure in Dubai and Abu Dhabi.

A Saudi Arabian oil refinery was forced into
partial shutdown after a two-drone strike,
contributing to the immediate surge in
global energy prices.
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civilian

and Hezbollah's De-

legalization

Hezbollah launched cross-border attacks
into Israel to avenge Khamenei, prompting
the Lebanese government to declare
Hezbollah's activities illegal and demand
the group hand over its weapons—an
unprecedented attempt by the Lebanese
state to assert sovereignty.

The IDF launched an "offensive campaign"
against Hezbollah, striking targets in
Beirut's southern suburbs and issuing
evacuation orders for 53 villages in
southern Lebanon.

Economic Warfare and the Strait of
Hormuz

The Strait of Hormuz is effectively blocked
as insurers refuse to cover ships in the
area. While 19 million barrels of oil pass
through daily, only about 8-9 million can be
diverted via pipelines through Saudi Arabia
and the UAE.

Iran's revolutionary guards have warned
that ships are not allowed through the
Strait, directly threatening the primary
income source for the Iranian regime while
also hurting its closest economic partner,
China.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Strategic Alignment & Bloc Politics

The US "America First" stance, articulated
by Secretary Hegseth, explicitly dismisses
international institutions and ‘“pearl-
clutching" traditional allies, marking a
significant break in the Western security
architecture.

The "E3" (UK, France, and Germany) issued
a statement of willingness to join defensive
measures, but Germany remains
"restrained," with foreign minister Johann
Wadephul stating Germany lacks the
military means to join the offensive directly.

India appears to be moving closer to the
US-Israel camp, with PM Narendra Modi

recently addressing the Knesset and
refraining from condemning the strikes on
Iran.
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Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty

* European governments are prioritizing
digital sovereignty to reduce reliance on
US Tech giants like Meta, Microsoft, and
Google, amid fears that user data is being
shared with US government agencies like
ICE.

The "Quit GPT" movement has gained
traction as critics claim OpenAl supports
President Trump, with reports of large
donations from OpenAl's president to the

Trump campaign.

Technologists are petitioning Big Tech
CEOs to cancel contracts with ICE,
protesting the use of algorithms and facial
recognition for deportation raids and
surveillance.

Critical Minerals & Geopolitical Power
Dynamics

* China has expanded export controls on rare
earth minerals in response to US tariffs,

utilizing its monopoly to influence global
industrial supply chains.

* The US Department of Defense remains

concerned that China is no longer an
unstoppable power due to a real estate

bubble and environmental degradation,
potentially making it more likely to use
military aggression to offset economic
woes.

Domestic Stability & Civil Unrest

* In Haiti, the gang alliance "Vivenson" now
controls over 80% of the capital, Puerto
Prince, with state institutions in near-total
collapse and the ©police frequently
executing suspects in the street.

* Pakistan saw deadly protests in Karachi

where nine people were Kkilled during
attempts to storm the US consulate
following the killing of the Iranian Supreme
Leader.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity this day centered on the
US Congress's attempt to exert control over
the executive branch's war-making powers
and European efforts to regulate green
infrastructure and digital surveillance.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* War Powers Resolution (US): Lawmakers
are pressing for a swift vote to challenge
the White House's authorization of strikes
on Iran without congressional approval.
The vote is split sharply along party lines.

* German Building Regulations: Kampala
and other cities are looking to strict new
building regulations regarding green
infrastructure, mandating a percentage of
green space for every square meter of
construction.

* Digital Sovereignty Policies (EU):
Political priority is being given to reducing
reliance on US tech platforms through
support for local browsers like Ecosia and
messaging apps like Signal.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Secretary Pete Hegseth Pentagon
Briefing: Hegseth delivered a scathing
press conference, rejecting nation-building
and traditional rules of engagement,
stating "America First" conditions would
set the terms of the war.
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* President Trump White House Address:
Trump confirmed US casualties and urged

the IRGC to surrender or face '"certain
death."

* Lebanese Emergency Meeting: Prime
Minister Nawaf Salam announced an
immedi n on Hezbollah's mili

activities, declaring their wing "outlaws."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Post-WWII International
Norms

The US-Israeli strikes on Iran represent a
fundamental departure from the principles of
imminence and necessity in international law.
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz notably
declined to lecture the US on international
law, suggesting a "dilemma" where the desire
to end a decades-long conflict outweighs the
commitment to UN-based standards. The
rhetoric from Pete Hegseth, calling traditional
allies "pearl-clutching," signals that the US
administration no longer feels bound by
multilateral consensus, preferring unilateral
"lethality" to diplomatic negotiation.

Strategic Vulnerability of Global Energy
Hubs

The retaliation by Iran against the UAE and
Saudi Arabia demonstrates that "safe havens"
like Dubai are no longer insulated from
regional conflict. The targeting of civilian
infrastructure, such as luxury hotels on Palm
Island, has shattered the illusion of Gulf
stability. The fragility of the global economy is
exposed by the Strait of Hormuz bottleneck;
even if production is not hit, the psychological
threat and insurance issues can paralyze 20%
of global oil exports, revealing a massive flaw
in global supply chain resilience.

Technological Surveillance as a

Governance Tool

A quiet but pervasive trend is the
"surveillance shopping spree" by agencies like
ICE, which use Silicon Valley algorithms to
track location patterns via cell-site simulators
and license plate readers. This "digital
dragnet" is being mirrored globally, with
Israel wusing communicative patterns to
generate Kkill lists and China using facial
recognition for social control. This indicates a
worldwide shift where predictive analytics
increasingly replace policing,
posing severe risks to civil liberties and data

traditional

privacy.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

e Expect contin in oil if the

Strait of Hormuz remains blocked. If
companies do not resume
coverage, global shortages could lead to
physical disruptions in fuel supply.

insurance

Internal Iranian stability will depend on
whether the protests resume once bombing
pauses occur. A "Venezuela-style" scenario
where a pragmatic leader is installed
remains a White House goal, though its
viability is questionable.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* The War Powers Resolution vote in the US
Congress could lead to a constitutional
crisis if President Trump ignores a
legislative mandate to cease hostilities.

* European countries will likely accelerate
their igital
potentially leading to regulatory friction
with US tech companies over data privacy
and government access.

vereign initiatives,
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Long Term (1-5 Years):

* A successful decapitation of the Iranian
regime without a follow-up "nation-
building" plan could lead to protracted civil
war or ethnic strife within Iran, potentially
drawing in neighbors like Pakistan and
Azerbaijan.

* The shift toward solar irrigation and
sustainable agriculture in Africa (as seen in

Ghana) may become the primary defense
against climate-driven migration, requiring
significant international investment to
scale.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Architecture Reconstruction:
Diplomatic channels must be established to
prevent mi friendl
incidents in the Gulf, given the saturation
of different air defense systems.

* Humanitarian Corridor Planning: With
Lebanon declaring Hezbollah military
activities illegal, there is a brief window for
international support to Dbolster the
Lebanese state's capacity to control its
territory.

* Energy Diversification: States must
prioritize overland pipeline capacity and
renewable energy to bypass the Hormuz
choke point, which has proven too easy for
rogue elements to disrupt.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk Mitigation:
Companies reliant on Chinese rare earth
minerals face immense regulatory risk as
Beijing uses these resources as political
leverage against US-aligned nations.

* Cybersecurity Standards: Organizations
must audit their software supply chains, as
the BSI in Germany warned hackers can
use navigation systems to move throughout

entire federal networks.

* Energy Transition Opportunities: The
success of "bio-energy villages" in Germany
and solar-
indicates that localized, off-grid energy
solutions are increasingly viable and
resilient during global crises.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_190200_DW_News_Focus
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_190200_DW_News_Focus
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_063000_Eco_Africa
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_063000_Eco_Africa
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_170000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_170000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_160000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_160000_DW_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_110200_Eco_Africa
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_110200_Eco_Africa
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_071500_Economic_Powerhouse_China
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_071500_Economic_Powerhouse_China
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_071500_Economic_Powerhouse_China
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=DW_20260302_063000_Eco_Africa

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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