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REGIONAL DECAPITATION IN IRAN

AND DOMESTIC DISRUPTION IN

LITHUANIA SIGNAL A GLOBAL

SHIFT TOWARD SYSTEMIC

INSTABILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  2,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point  in  global  security  as  a  massive  U.S.-

Israeli  military  campaign  against  Iran

transitioned from targeted strikes to an overt

effort at regime change. The confirmed death

of  Supreme  Leader  Ali  Khamenei,  following

waves of "Vabank" operations initiated by the

Trump  administration,  has  triggered

immediate Iranian retaliation against U.S. and

Allied assets across the Middle East, including

drone strikes on British bases in Cyprus and

the  paralysis  of  the  Hormuz  Strait.  This

escalation  has  caused  immediate  shocks  to

global  energy and aviation markets,  with oil

prices  surging  and diesel  costs  projected  to

rise by up to 20% in the immediate term. The

conflict has now expanded to multiple fronts,

with Israel mobilizing over 100,000 reservists

for a potential  ground operation in Lebanon

against Hezbollah.

Domestically,  Lithuania  is  navigating  a

parallel crisis of governance and institutional

integrity.  The  Special  Investigation  Service

(STT)  has  intensified  probes  into  high-level

political  figures,  including Social  Democratic

leader Gintautas Paluckas and former Prime

Minister  Saulius  Skvernelis,  regarding

potential  illicit  enrichment and  corruption.

These  investigations  coincide  with  a

controversial  legislative  push  by  the  ruling

coalition  to  restrict  independent  journalists

and  media  owners  from  the  national

broadcaster (LRT), a move decried by critics

as  an  attempt  to  marginalize  popular

watchdogs ahead of upcoming elections. This

convergence  of  regional  war,  domestic

lawfare, and the fourth anniversary of the full-

scale invasion of Ukraine highlights a state of

"permacrisis" where external security threats

and  internal  political  instability  are

increasingly intertwined.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Fall  of  the  Iranian  Teocracy:

Following intense Saturday strikes, Iranian

state  television  confirmed  the  death  of

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. A temporary three-

person  council  including  President

Pežeškianas has taken control, though real

power  is  shifting  toward  Revolutionary

Guard (IRGC) generals. Monarchist factions

in  the  U.S.,  led  by  the  son of  the  former

Shah, are actively lobbying to fill the power

vacuum.
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Regional Conflict Contagion: Retaliatory

strikes  have  hit  U.S.  bases  in  Kuwait,

Bahrain, and the UAE. The Hormuz Strait

remains paralyzed, and shipping insurance

rates  have  made  the  region  nearly

impassable for commercial vessels. Aviation

routes between Europe and Asia are in a

state of chaos as multiple Middle Eastern

countries closed their airspace.

Lithuanian Political  Corruption Crisis:

The  STT  has  questioned  PM  candidate

Gintautas Paluckas as a special witness in

an illicit  enrichment case.  Simultaneously,

former PM Skvernelis and MP Starkevičius

are  embroiled  in  a  corruption  probe

involving  the  Plant  Products  Service,

leading to a collapse in potential coalition

trust  between  the  Social  Democrats  and

other opposition parties.

Media  Governance  and  Independent

Journalism: A  legislative  working  group

led by Juozas Olekas is moving to limit LRT

appearances for  individuals  who  own  or

lead  other  media  outlets,  specifically

targeting figures like Andrius Tapinas and

Edmundas  Jakilaitis.  This  is  occurring  as

the  Lithuanian  Journalists'  Union  faces

exposure over  substantial  debts  to  its

former leader’s children.

Ukraine  War  Fourth  Anniversary:

Analysts observe that the war has entered a

stagnant  phase  of  attrition,  with  Western

aid  increasingly  unreliable.  The  U.S.

recently  refrained  from  supporting  a

resolution on Ukraine's territorial integrity,

signaled  a  shift  in  Washington’s

commitment  under  the  current

administration.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics & Regional

Influence The  U.S.  and  Israel  have

fundamentally  altered  the  Middle  Eastern

balance  of  power  by  pursuing  "regime

change"  through  decapitation  strikes.

However,  the  lack  of  an  on-the-ground

democratic  opposition suggests  the  vacuum

may  be  filled  by  even  more  radicalized

military elements of the IRGC. The expansion

of  conflict  to  EU  member  Cyprus through

drone strikes on British Sovereign Base Areas

demonstrates  the  inability  of  traditional

borders to contain this new phase of warfare.

Energy  Security  &  Economic  Resilience

The  blockading  of  the  Hormuz  Strait  has

turned a regional war into a global economic

crisis. European diesel prices are surging by

20% in wholesale markets, with retail prices

lagging  only  by  days.  While  some  analysts

suggest markets have "already priced in" the

strike, others warn that prolonged closure of

shipping  lanes will  lead  to  double-digit

inflation across the Eurozone.

Corruption  &  Rule  of  Law Lithuania's

political landscape is being reshaped by STT

investigations.  The  status  of  Gintautas

Paluckas  as  a  special  witness just  as  the

Social  Democrats  lead  in  polls  creates  a

"Lawfare" dynamic,  where judicial  processes

significantly  influence  electoral  outcomes.

This is mirrored in the historical reflection on

judicial  caras  (czars) and  the  struggle  to

reform  the  High  Court  against  political

interference.

AI  &  Technology  Policy New  research

conducted with LRT participation shows that

30%  of  AI-generated  news  citations contain

significant  factual  errors  or  hallucinations,

particularly  regarding  quotes  and  recent

events.  This  highlights  a  growing  threat  of

automated disinformation, even as Lithuanian

scientists  launch  the  "Atspara"  (Resilience)

project  to  use  AI  for  detecting  propaganda

techniques.
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Domestic  Stability  & Social  Order Public

health concerns are rising as Lithuania enters

a  period of  environmental  and social  stress.

Experts warn of imminent spring flooding in

the Šilutė region, while medical professionals

emphasize the 30% reduction in heart disease

risk achievable  through  proper  sleep  and

work hygiene—a difficult standard to maintain

during national security alerts.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  on  March  2  centered  on

media  control  and  national  broadcaster

reform,  alongside  broader  debates  on  the

constitutional  limits  of  presidential  war

powers in the U.S.

LRT  Governance  Reform  (The

"Skardžius Amendment"): A proposal to

ban journalists with outside media interests

from  hosting  LRT  programs.  The

amendment  requires  LRT  board  approval

for any outside "faces" to appear on air, a

move critics argue gives politicians direct

editorial control.

Ukraine  Financing  &  Sanctions:

Hungary continues to veto a 90 billion euro

loan to  Ukraine,  despite  the  critical  need

for funds as the war of attrition continues

into its fifth year.

U.S.  War  Powers  Resolution: Debate

intensified  in  the  U.S.  Congress  over

whether  the  President  violated  the

Constitution by  initiating  a  massive  war

with  Iran  without  prior  congressional

authorization.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

STT  Press  Briefing: Investigators

provided  details  on  the  VIP  interrogation

club,  noting  that  former  ministers  and

mayors  are  being  questioned  regarding

wealth  that  exceeds  their  documented

income.

Trump State of the Union: An unusually

long  48-minute  address focused  on

"historic"  economic  wins  and the  "regime

change"  operation  in  Iran,  punctuated  by

Democratic protests and the ejection of an

MP for a racism-related protest.

Civil  Defense  Training: The  Lithuanian

Riflemen's  Union  (Šauliai)  conducted

survival  and  first-aid  training for  high

schoolers,  emphasizing  the  necessity  of

civilian  preparedness  in  a  high-threat

environment.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Fragmentation of  the  Liberal  Order

The  U.S.  administration’s  shift  toward

unilateral  "Vabank"  foreign  policy  has  left

European  allies  in  a  state  of  reactive

confusion. While Germany cautiously supports

the  strikes  on  Iran,  Spain  and  the  EU

leadership remain critical, citing violations of

international  law.  This  split  within  the

"coalition  of  the  willing"  suggests  that

European  defense  autonomy  is  no  longer  a

luxury but a necessity as U.S. priorities shift

toward isolationism or unilateralism.

The  Professionalization  of  "Lawfare" In

Lithuania,  the  use  of  the  STT  and  judicial

investigations  has  become a  primary  tool  of

political combat. The timing of investigations

into  Paluckas  and  Skvernelis indicates  that

the  judicial  process  is  being  leveraged  to
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"greideruoti"  (grade/clear)  the political  field.

This is further complicated by the history of

the "untouchables" in the judiciary, where the

reform  process  initiated  years  ago  remains

incomplete and subject to reversal.

The Vulnerability of  Critical  Information

Infrastructure The  LRT governance  debate

reveals  a  trend  toward  state-managed

information.  By  attempting  to  remove

independent  voices from  the  public

broadcaster, the state risk creating a "Soviet-

style"  media  environment  where  the  LRT

mission  is  narrowed to  official  opinion.  This

occurs  simultaneously  with  the  rise  of

unreliable  AI  news  tools,  leaving  the  public

vulnerable  to  both  state  control  and

technological misinformation.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) 

Expect  gasoline  and  diesel  prices to  rise

significantly  at  Lithuanian  pumps  as  the

wholesale market spike trickles down. This

will  likely  spark  fresh  protests  or

"pasipinigavimas"  (price  gouging)  by

retailers.

The security situation for 2,000 Lithuanians

in the Middle East will deteriorate; despite

current  government  hesitation,  a

coordinated EU evacuation plan is likely to

be triggered if Iranian retaliatory strikes on

civilian infrastructure in the UAE and Qatar

continue.

Potential  for a ground war in Lebanon as

Israel  mobilizes  to  secure  its  northern

border against Hezbollah.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) 

The  power  struggle  in  Iran  will  intensify.

The  temporary  council is  likely  to  be

challenged by the IRGC, potentially leading

to  a  military  dictatorship  that  is  more

aggressive  than  the  previous  clerical

regime.

In Lithuania,  the STT probes will  reach a

climax  before  elections.  If  Paluckas  is

formally  charged,  the  Social  Democrats

may face a leadership crisis, reshuffling the

entire parliamentary map.

Budgetary impacts from energy shocks will

force  the  Lithuanian  government  to

reallocate  funds,  potentially  delaying

support  for  solar  energy despite  green

energy goals.

Long Term (1-5 Years) 

The  collapse  of  the  1979-era  Iranian

clerical system may lead to a monarchical

or  military-nationalist  restoration,

fundamentally  changing the  geopolitics  of

the Persian Gulf for decades.

A  permanent  shift  in  NATO's  internal

dynamics. If the U.S. continues to paralyze

NATO's  Ukrainian  response through

isolationist  policy,  a  "European  Pillar"

within  or  alongside  NATO  will  likely

become the primary security architect for

the Baltics.

The  integration  of  AI-driven  "Atspara"

systems will  become standard  in  national

defense, turning information warfare into a

battle of competing algorithms.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Prioritize  the  creation  of  a  "European

Emergency  Supply  Chain"  for  fuels  to

mitigate  the  prolonged  closure  of  the

Hormuz Strait.

Demand  immediate  clarification  on  the

status  of  nuclear  facilities in  the  Middle

East,  as the IAEA warns of accident risks

amidst the confrontation.

Advocate for an independent audit of media

governance in Lithuania to ensure that LRT

reforms do not violate the European Media

Freedom Act.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chain  Risk: Re-route  all  sea-

bound logistics away from the Middle East.

Shipping  costs  through  Istanbul  and

alternative hubs are the only viable paths

for the next quarter.

Regulatory Compliance: Closely monitor

the LRT "L Ž S" debt scandals and media

ownership laws;  companies with exposure

to the Lithuanian media market  may face

sudden  changes  in  the  "influencer"  and

advertising landscape.

Investment  Opportunity: Despite  the

crisis,  there  is  high  demand  for  energy

storage (kaupikliai) and independent power

generation  in  the  Baltics,  with  the

government  allocating  millions  in  new

support for those who diversify away from

the grid.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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