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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

GLOBAL SECURITY FRACTURES:
OPERATION EPIC FURY & THE POST-KHAMENEI ERA.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: March 2, 2026 - The World Plunged into Total War as US/Israel
Decapitate Iranian Leadership & Iran Weaponizes Global Energy.
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OPERATION EPIC FURY:
"Retribution" for
Belligerence; Aiming to
Neutralize Nuclear
Ballistic Capabilities

(4-5 Week Timeline)

IRAN SUPREME LEADER ASSASSINATED:
Khamenei Dead, Temporary
Council Deliberates

CORE CONFLICT:
ENERGY SHOCK & MARITIME CHOKEHOLD

Y

STRAIT OF HORMUZ CLOSED:
20% of World Oil Supplz Choked.
Brent Crude nears $100/barrel.

LEBANON FRONT:
Israeli Offensive
vs. Hezbollah
X = * (31 Dead in Beirut)
Euro = S
Gas o
IRGC PROXY STRIKES:
Targets in Haifa, Dubai,
British Airbase in Cyprus

Maritime Logistics
" Disrupted &

. intine ates Soa

(i sy BOSNIA CRISIS: gﬁssl?g? Bfmg&
Fuel Prices Spiking, Food by Kuwaiti Forces
Inflation Risk, Industry at Risk of (Identification Error)
Collapse, Citizens Stranded in Congested Gulf
(UAE/Qatar Airspace Closed) Airspace

END OF “NEVER-ENDING
WARS" LOGIC:

New US ‘Retribution’ Doctrine

From ‘America First' Isolationism to Proactive Preemption. Iran's Strategic Strike: Targeting Aramco, Closing Hormuz
Focus on Rapid, High-Intensity Strikes over Long-Term to Force Diplomatic Ceasefire & inflict Unbearable Costs
Occupations to prevent ‘Immunity’ State. on Europe/Asia (China relies on 40%).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS) LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS)

* Massive Oil/Gas Surge + US Mid-Term Elections Impact + Structural Shift in Iranian Governance
« Retaliatory Phase Two Strikes (US) « Hezbollah Missile Campaign « Accelerated Energy Diversification
» High Risk of Friendly Fire * Potential Israeli Ground Invasion (Arctic, Mediterranean)

of Lebanon + Permanent Realignment of ‘BRICS' Bloc

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY: FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS: ‘ FOR BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA:

* Reopen Maritime Corridors (Naval |+ Diversify Supply Chains (Beyond Gulf) | - Prioritize EU Reform Agenda
Coalitions) + Energy Hedging (Against Prolonged (Access Funds)

« De-confliction Protocols with Regional High Costs) « Implement Structural Reforms for
Partners + Investment in Missile Defense/Maritime Economic Survival

|
* Engage Iran via Neutral Mediators Security Solutions |
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GLOBAL SECURITY FRACTURES AS
OPERATION EPIC FURY TARGETS
IRAN FOLLOWING LEADERSHIP
DECAPITATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 2, 2026, marks a transformative and
perilous escalation in global geopolitics as the
United States and Israel execute "Operation
Epic Fury," a massive military offensive
against the Islamic Republic of Iran. This
campaign follows the confirmed assassination
of Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, an event that has plunged the
region into a state of total war. President
Donald Trump has framed the operation as
retribution for f lligerence,
asserting a timeline of four to five weeks to
neutralize Iran’s nuclear and ballistic
capabilities. However, the lack of clear
intelligence regarding an "imminent" Iranian
first strike has drawn sharp criticism from
Congressional leaders, who suggest the
administration may be navigating without a
coherent post-conflict stabilization plan.

The immediate consequences are felt most
acutely in global energy markets and
maritime logistics. Iran has responded by

closing the Strait of Hormuz, effectively
choking 20% of the world’s oil supply and
driving Brent crude prices toward the $100
per barrel threshold. Retaliatory strikes by
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
and its proxies have targeted critical
infrastructure across the Persian Gulf,
including a Saudi Aramco refinery and a
British airbase in Cyprus. Simultaneously,
Israel has launched an offensive into Southern
Lebanon to eliminate Hezbollah threats,
further widening the front and causing mass
civilian displacement in Beirut.

For Bosnia and Herzegovina, the conflict
presents a dual crisis: a surge in domestic
inflation and a diplomatic emergency as
hundreds of citizens remain stranded in the
UAE and Qatar due to closed regional
airspace. As the country marks its
Independence Day, the contrast between
celebrations of past sovereignty and the
current threat of global instability is stark.
Analysts warn that if the conflict is not
contained within the predicted four-week
window, the resulting energy crisis and
potential for a wider regional war could
trigger a global economic depression and
fundamental shifts in the "America First"
foreign policy doctrine.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Execution of Operation Epic Fury and the
Decapitation of Iranian Leadership

e The U.S. and Israel have struck hundreds of
targets across Iran, claiming to have

annihilated  the  Iranian Navy and
neutralized key ballistic missile

manufacturing sites.
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* The death of Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei
has left Iran under the control of a
temporary council currently deliberating on

a successor amidst ongoing military strikes.

* Secretary of State Marco Rubio defended

the preemptive nature of the strikes,
arguing that waiting for an Iranian
response to Israeli actions would have
resulted in unacceptably high American
casualties.

Total Closure of the Strait of Hormuz and
Global Energy Shock

e [ran has banned all maritime traffic
through the Strait of Hormuz, leading to a

25% spike in European gas prices and an

8% rise in U.S. crude in a single night.

* The Saudi Aramco refinery at Ras Tanura

was hit by a drone, forcing the closure of

the facility and halting the export of
550,000 barrels per day.

* Economic analysts in Bosnia warn that fuel
prices may soon exceed 3 KM per liter,

potentially triggering severe food inflation.

Expansion of the Northern Front in
Lebanon

e Israel has initiated a heavy air and ground
offensive against Hezbollah, citing the

group's attempts to avenge Khamenei’'s
death.

* Lebanese officials report at least 31 dead
and 150 wounded in recent strikes on

Beirut, while the Israeli military warns of

long days of fighting ahead.

Regional Retaliation and Collateral

Damage

* The IRGC launched ballistic missiles at
Israeli premiur Netanyahu’'s office and
targets in Haifa, though Israel dismissed
these claims as false news.

* Three U.S. fighter jets were downed over
Kuwait due to identification errors by
Kuwaiti forces during intense drone and
missile activity.

* A drone strike targeted the British Akrotiri
airbase in Cyprus, representing a direct

threat to European territory.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security

* Global energy indices rose by 3.5%, with
Western giants like Shell and BP seeing 5%
stock increases as they track rising oil
prices.

* Bosnia and Herzegovina faces a critical
shortage of natural gas supplies as the

conflict disrupts traditional transport
routes.
National Security & Diplomatic
Engagement

* The U.S. administration is facing internal
pressure after acknowledging there were

no intelligence indicators that Iran planned
to attack first.

* The European Commission has expressed
support for the Iranian people's right to
self-determination but maintains that a

diplomatic solution is the only lasting path.
* Gulf nations, including Qatar and the UAE,
have closed their airspace and are

intercepting Iranian missiles over their

capitals.
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Economic Security & Industry

* The Bosnian metal industry is at risk of
collapse; the closure of the Lukavac coking
plant and Zenica steelworks could result in

immedi job 1

» Agricultural crises in Semberija and Laktasi
have forced dairy farmers to dump
thousands of liters of milk due to market
instability and lack of state protection.

Domestic Stability & Civil Unrest

e In Serbia, five farmers were arrested

following a protest blockade at the

Badovinci border crossing, reflecting
growing regional economic frustration.

* The UAE government has agreed to cover
hotel costs for tourists stranded by the
sudden closure of regional airports.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity in  Washington is
dominated by debates over the War Powers
Act and the legal justification for a preemptive
war. In Sarajevo, the focus remains on the EU
Reform Agenda as a mechanism for economic
survival during the global crisis.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* War Powers Resolution: Members of
Congress are preparing to vote on
resolutions to limit the President's
authority to continue the Iran campaign
without explicit authorization.

* EU Growth Plan/Reform Agenda: Bosnia
is currently accessing funds worth up to
976.6 million euros, contingent on

implementing structural reforms and public

service improvements.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Rubio Briefing to the Gang of Eight:
Secretary Rubio claimed the administration
complied with the law by notifying
Congressional leadership 48 hours after

hostilities began.

* Hillary Clinton Oversight Testimony:
Clinton appeared before the House

Oversight Committee to deny links to
Jeffrey Epstein and accuse Republicans of

"political theater."

* UK Prime Minister Statement: The PM
clarified that the UK was not involved in
the initial strikes but would defend regional
allies against Iranian drone attacks.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of "Never-Ending Wars" Logic

A significant shift is observed in the Trump
administration's "America First" doctrine.
While the President previously criticized
"nation-building" and "stupid wars," Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth and Secretary Rubio
now frame Operation Epic Fury as a
necessary, decisive mission to prevent Iran
from becoming a nuclear-armed "immunity"
state. This transition from isolationism to
proactive preemption suggests a new phase of
U.S. military doctrine where domestic political
capital is spent on rapid, high-intensity
"retribution" strikes rather than long-term
occupations.

Energy as a Geopolitical Weapon

The conflict highlights the fragility of global
energy corridors. The closure of the Strait of
Hormuz by Iran is not just a tactical military

move but a strategic economic strike against
the West. By targeting Aramco and disrupting
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maritime routes, Iran is attempting to force a
diplomatic ceasefire by making the cost of war
unbearable for European and Asian
economies, particularly China, which relies on

Iran for 40% of its energy needs.

Fragmentation of Regional Alliances

While the U.S. claims to have the support of
Arab leaders, the accidental downing of U.S.
jets by Kuwaiti forces and the direct strikes on
Gulf hubs like Dubai suggest a chaotic and
uncoordinated security environment. The Gulf
states are "caught in the middle," facing both
the risk of Iranian retaliation and the
economic fallout of the U.S. campaign, leading
to an anxious and uncertain diplomatic
posture.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a massive surge in oil and gas
prices as the Hormuz closure remains in

effect, likely leading to fuel rationing in
smaller economies like Bosnia.

* Retaliatory "phase two" strikes from the
U.S. are anticipated to be even more
punishing, potentially targeting the Iranian
interior and remaining nuclear facilities.

* High risk of further "friendly fire" incidents
in the congested airspace over the Persian
Gulf.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The U.S. Mid-term elections will be heavily
influenced by the success or failure of this
campaign; a protracted war could cost

Trump his majority in Congress.

* Hezbollah may launch a full-scale missile
campaign against central Israel, prompting
r Israeli ground invasion of Lebanon.

* Potential for "boots on the ground" if air
strikes fail to secure nuclear material in
mountainous regions.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* A structural shift in Iranian governance; if
the regime collapses, a power vacuum
could lead to radical hardliners or civil war
if a transition plan is not implemented.

* Accelerated diversification of energy routes
away from the Persian Gulf, with increased
focus on Arctic and Mediterranean

resources.

* A permanent realignment of the "BRICS"
bloc as China and Russia seek to guarantee
the security of their remaining energy
partners.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Prioritize the reopening of maritime
rridors through international naval

coalitions to prevent a global inflationary
spiral.

» Establish clear de-confliction protocols with
regional partners (Kuwait, UAE) to prevent

further accidental engagements of allied

aircraft.

* Engage the temporary Iranian council
through neutral mediators (Oman/Qatar) to
explore exit ramps before the conflict
becomes a regional "forever war."
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For Private Sector/Investors

* Supply Chain Risk: Diversify away from
reliance on Persian Gulf logistics. The
closure of Hormuz suggests that "just-in-

time" delivery models are highly vulnerable

to regional conflict.

* Energy Hedging: Businesses should
hedge against prolonged high energy costs
] il ] . ]
European market through 2026.

e Investment Opportunity: Increased
demand for missile defense technology and

autonomous maritime security solutions as
regional actors seek to harden their
infrastructure.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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