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DECAPITATION OF IRANIAN

LEADERSHIP IN "OPERATION EPIC

FURY" TRIGGERS REGIONAL

RETALIATION, GLOBAL ENERGY

VOLATILITY, AND A

CONSTITUTIONAL SHOWDOWN IN

WASHINGTON

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  2,  2026,  marks  the  third  day  of  a

massive, multi-front military offensive led by

the  United  States  and  Israel  against  the

Islamic  Republic  of  Iran,  dubbed "Operation

Epic  Fury."  The  conflict  reached  a  critical

inflection  point  following  a  decapitation

strike that reportedly killed Supreme Leader

Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei  and  49  other  high-

ranking  Iranian  officials.  While  the  Trump

administration maintains the objective is the

destruction  of  ballistic and  nuclear

capabilities,  the  death  of  the  top  leadership

has  created a  power  vacuum in  Tehran and

prompted widespread calls for regime change

from  both  U.S.  and  Israeli  officials.  Despite

initial "America First" messaging, the war has

rapidly  expanded  to  involve  Hezbollah  in

Lebanon  and  has  drawn  retaliatory  strikes

against  U.S.  allies and assets in Kuwait,  the

UAE, and Bahrain.

Global  energy  markets  are  experiencing

extreme volatility  as  Iran  threatens  to  close

the Strait of Hormuz, with reports of the IRGC

threatening  to  set  fire  to  any  shipping

entering  the  waterway.  In  Washington,  a

constitutional  crisis  is  brewing  as  the

administration  bypassed  Congressional

approval for the strikes, leading to bipartisan

demands  for  a  War  Powers  Resolution vote.

Domestically, Croatia has moved to reinforce

its own state capacity, initiating a new cycle of

military  conscription for  the  2007

generation  amidst  heightening  regional  and

global tensions.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Decapitation of the Iranian State: 

The  U.S.  and  Israel  executed

synchronized  strikes  against  the  entire

Iranian  leadership while  they  were

gathered in  a  single  location,  believing

they were undetectable.

Ayatollah  Khamenei’s  wife  reportedly

died from injuries sustained during the

initial  attacks  on  the  leadership

compound.

The U.S. military is currently focusing on

"annihilating"  the  Iranian  Navy  and

degrading  its  ballistic  missile

manufacturing sites.
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Regional  Retaliation  and  "Blue-on-

Blue" Incidents: 

Kuwaiti  air  defenses  accidentally  shot

down  three  American  F-15 fighter  jets

due  to  a  failure  in  friend-or-foe

identification  during  an  Iranian  drone

swarm attack.

Iran  has  launched  nearly  700  missiles

and drones at  the  UAE and other  Gulf

nations in the last 48 hours.

The U.S. State Department has issued an

urgent advisory for all  citizens to leave

14  countries in  the  Middle  East

immediately.

The Expansion of the Lebanese Front: 

Israel  has  intensified  strikes  on  Beirut

and  southern  Lebanon  after  Hezbollah

declared  it  would  avenge  Khamenei's

death.

The Lebanese government has taken the

historic  step  of  banning  Hezbollah's

military and security activities as illegal,

calling  for  the  group  to  surrender  its

weapons.

Croatian Domestic Crises: 

The "Selotep" (Scotch Tape) scandal has

emerged  at  the  Dubrava  Education

Center,  with  allegations  that  a  student

with special needs had his mouth taped

shut by staff.

Social workers in Split and Kastela have

entered  a  "white  strike," refusing  new

cases  to  protest  staff  shortages  and

administrative overloads.

Conscription has begun for 800 recruits,

with  a  significant  percentage  (55%)

being volunteers, including 82 women.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security: Global  oil  prices  are

surging as markets price in a potential total

blockade  of  the  Persian  Gulf.  Croatian

analysts  warn  that  the  closing  of  Suez or

Hormuz would create a permanent shock to

European inflation. Saudi Arabia’s Aramco has

reportedly halted some production in the Gulf

due to security risks. Croatia’s Janaf pipeline

remains a critical strategic asset for Central

European  energy  independent  of  Russian

influence.

Elite Politics  & Leadership Dynamics: In

the  U.S.,  the  Texas  Republican  primary  has

become  a  proxy  war between  "old  style"

Republicans like John Cornyn and the "maga

base" represented by Ken Paxton and Wesley

Hunt, a race that could cost $100 million in a

runoff alone.  In  Croatia,  the  ruling coalition

faces internal strife as the DP’s Josip Dabro is

under  investigation  by  the  State  Attorney

(DORH) for allegedly singing Ustasha songs,

prompting a "mini-crisis" of governance.

Security  Architecture: The  U.S.  has

repositioned the USS Gerald R. Ford carrier

strike  group  and  mobilized  National  Guard

units from  Vermont  and  Virginia  for

"Operation  Absolute  Resolve."  The

administration is leveraging B-2 bombers to

penetrate  deep  Iranian  mountain

fortifications. However, U.S. public confidence

is low, with polls showing 60% of Americans

do not trust the President’s plan for Iran.

State  Capacity  &  Labor: Croatian  social

services  are  reaching  a  breaking  point.  The

white  strike in  the  social  welfare  sector

highlights  a  lack  of  institutional  stability.

Simultaneously,  educational  unions  are

threatening  "union  actions"  due  to  the

government's  failure  to  communicate on

signed agreements from June 2025.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  today  focused heavily  on

executive  overreach  and  the  legality  of  the

expanding  Middle  East  war.  While  the

administration  claims  broad  authority  under

Article 2 and existing AUMFs, Congressional

leaders  are  mobilizing  to  reassert  their

constitutional role in declaring war.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

War  Powers  Resolution: Bipartisan

efforts  in  both  the  House  and  Senate  to

force  a  formal  vote to  limit  additional

military action against Iran.

AUMF  (Authorization  for  Use  of

Military  Force)  Reform: Debates  on

whether  the  2001  authorization covers  a

preemptive/preventive  strike  on  a

sovereign state like Iran.

Croatian Conscription Policy: Activation

of  service  obligations  for  novices  born  in

2007 who  do  not  have  conscientious

objections.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Pentagon  Press  Briefing: Defense

Secretary  Pete  Hegseth  and  General  Dan

Kane provided the first on-camera update,

stating the U.S. will end the war on its own

terms.

Gang of Eight Briefing: National Security

Advisor  Marco  Rubio  briefed  top

Congressional leaders on imminent threats

that  allegedly  necessitated  the  preventive

strikes.

Hillary  Clinton  Testimony: A  chaotic

session  where  Clinton  was  questioned  on

Epstein-related  allegations and  "Pizza

Gate"  conspiracies,  interrupted by Lauren

Boebert taking unauthorized photos.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Decapitation vs. Regime Change: There is

a profound messaging disconnect between the

White House and the Department of Defense.

President Trump has publicly encouraged the

Iranian people to rise up and overthrow their

government,  whereas  Defense  Secretary

Hegseth  and  Marco  Rubio  have  explicitly

stated this is not a regime change war. This

"muddled message" complicates the strategic

goal; if the U.S. kills the leadership but denies

the goal of regime change, it risks a perpetual

state of "gritty" and "difficult" warfare against

ideologically  committed  lower-echelon

remnants who have no centralized authority

to negotiate with.

The End of "American Exceptionalism" in

Diplomacy: The U.S.  decision to strike Iran

without  notification  to  allies  or  Congress

signals  a  shift  toward  a  unilateralist

security posture.  U.S.  Senator Chris  Coons

noted  that  the  administration  has  defunded

civil  society programs  that  would  typically

support a transition to democracy, suggesting

the  "America  First"  strategy  favors  raw

destruction  over  nation-building.  This  is

mirrored in the Middle East, where Gulf allies

feel intense pressure and vulnerability as they

absorb the retaliatory brunt of a war they did

not initiate.

Lawfare  and  Toxic  Domestic  Politics: In

Croatia,  the  focus  remains  on  symbolic

"lawfare" and  historical  grievances.  The

political  focus  on  the  Thompson  concert in

Rijeka and the "Ustasha/Partizan" debates in

the  Sabor  are  seen  by  critics  as  a  toxic

distraction from critical  issues like pension

reform and digitalization. This trend suggests

that even as global war looms, local political

actors  remain  incentivized  to  utilize  "high-
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click"  historical  controversies  over

substantive governance.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a  major

ground  offensive  by  Israel  into  southern

Lebanon to  clear  the  Hezbollah  threat

permanently. The U.S. "big wave" of strikes, as

foretold  by  the  President,  will  likely  target

remaining  IRGC  ground  assets  and  energy

infrastructure  inside  Iran.  Refugee  waves

toward  Europe  are  likely  to  begin  as  the

"decapitated"  Iranian  state  fails  to  provide

basic services to its 90 million citizens.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Global

recession  is  highly  probable  if  oil  remains

above  $150/barrel.  The  Indo-Pacific  powers

(China/India) will likely be forced to intervene

diplomatically  or  militarily  to  secure  energy

routes,  potentially  creating  friction  with  the

U.S.-Israeli axis. In the U.S., the War Powers

Resolution  could  fracture  the  GOP,  as

isolationists  and  interventionists  clash  over

the cost of the war.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): A  structural

realignment of the Middle East is inevitable. If

the Iranian regime collapses,  the Hezbollah-

Hamas-Houthi  axis will  lose  its  primary

sponsor,  potentially  leading  to  a  period  of

fragmented  "warlordism"  across  the  Levant.

For  the EU,  the "last  bastion of  democracy"

may  face  an  existential  crisis  of  social

cohesion if  mass migration from a collapsed

Iran combines with internal extremist political

surges.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The EU must immediately coordinate with

Cyprus to finalize repatriation protocols for

the  thousands  of  European  citizens

stranded in the Gulf.

NATO  and  EU  maritime  forces  must

prepare  for  escort  missions in  the  Red

Sea  and  Gulf  of  Oman  as  the  threat  to

merchant shipping escalates.

Diplomatic channels should be opened with

the remnants of the Iranian bureaucracy to

prevent  a  total  state  collapse  that  would

trigger a humanitarian catastrophe.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: Companies relying on

the  Lobito  corridor  or  African  agriculture

should note the Angolan banana trade as a

potential technological bridge, but be wary

of  diverted transport  costs  due to  Middle

East naval blockades.

Energy  Hedging: Diversify  energy

reliance toward Central European hubs like

Croatia’s  Janaf,  which  may  become  the

primary  artery  for  non-Russian,  non-Gulf

crude  in  the  event  of  a  total  Hormuz

closure.

Regulatory  Compliance: Monitor  labor

unrest  in  Croatia and  the  Balkans;

persistent strikes in social and educational

sectors  may  signal  a  broader  decline  in

state  administrative  capacity  affecting

business licensing and local operations.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend
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analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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