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OPERATION EPIC FURY ESCALATES

INTO A MULTI-FRONT REGIONAL

WAR, DESTABILIZING GLOBAL

ENERGY MARKETS AND STRANDING

OVER 100,000 RUSSIAN NATIONALS

IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  2,  2026,  marked  a  catastrophic

escalation in the Middle East as the joint US-

Israeli  "Operation  Epic  Fury"  against  Iran

entered  its  third  day.  What  was  initially

framed as  a  precision  campaign has  rapidly

devolved  into  a  multi-front  regional  war.

Following  the  reported  assassination  of

Iranian  Supreme  Leader  Ali  Khamenei,  the

conflict  has  expanded  to  include  a  ground

invasion  of  Lebanon by  the  Israel  Defense

Forces (IDF) and massive Iranian retaliatory

strikes  against  US  and  UK  military

installations  in  Kuwait,  Bahrain,  Qatar,  and

Cyprus.  Reports  indicate  heavy  casualties,

including the death of Khamenei’s wife and a

strike on a girls' school in Minab that killed at

least  165  people,  mostly  children.  US

President Donald Trump has signaled that the

operation,  previously  estimated  to  last  four

weeks,  may now extend much longer as the

US targets Iran’s nuclear and ballistic missile

infrastructure.

The  economic  consequences  are  immediate

and severe. Global oil prices have surged, and

the Strait of Hormuz is effectively paralyzed,

with  hundreds  of  tankers  suspended  and

Qatar  Energy  halting  LNG  production.

Domestically,  Russia  is  facing  a  significant

humanitarian  and  logistical  crisis,  with

approximately  100,000  tourists  stranded

across the UAE and other regional hubs due

to  the  total  closure  of  airspace.  While  the

Kremlin  maintains  contact  with  Tehran  and

regional monarchies, calling for de-escalation,

Russian  military  forces  have  leveraged  the

global distraction to seize three settlements in

the  Kharkiv  and  Donetsk  regions.

Simultaneously,  the  FSB  has  conducted  a

massive  sweep  against  Ukrainian-linked

"simbox"  fraud  centers,  highlighting  a

heightened domestic security posture during

the international crisis.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Expansion of Operation "Epic Fury": US

President  Trump  and  Israeli  leadership

have intensified strikes, hitting over 1,000

targets in  Iran  within  48  hours.  The

campaign now explicitly targets the Iranian

leadership and nuclear facilities. Trump has

indicated a willingness to consider ground

troop  deployment if  the  "sinister  regime"

does not collapse under air strikes.
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Iranian  Retaliation  and  Regional

Contagion: Iran has responded with "Epic

Rage,"  utilizing  hypersonic  and  ballistic

missiles  to  target  US  bases.  The  IRGC

claims to  have inflicted 560 casualties on

US  personnel  in  Bahrain  alone.  Strikes

have  also  hit  the  UK’s  Akrotiri  base in

Cyprus  and  a  French  naval  base  in  Abu

Dhabi,  drawing  European  powers  into

active combat roles.

Lebanese Front and Ground Incursion:

The IDF has  launched a  ground offensive

into Lebanon to push Hezbollah forces back

from the border. Beirut has faced its most

intense  bombardment  in  two  years,  with

strikes  targeting  Hezbollah  infrastructure

and leadership in response to their support

for Tehran.

Global Energy and Trade Paralysis: The

conflict  has  triggered  a  "Middle  Eastern

fever"  on  markets.  Oil  prices  spiked  by

nearly $10 per barrel in a single day. The

suspension of  shipping through the Strait

of Hormuz threatens 20% of global oil and

LNG  trade,  leading  to  force  majeure

declarations by major energy exporters like

Qatar.

Russian Humanitarian Crisis: Russia has

begun emergency evacuation flights for the

100,000  citizens  stuck  in  the  region.  The

first  flights  from  Abu  Dhabi  and  Oman

arrived in Moscow early March 3, but tens

of  thousands  remain  in  shelters  and

underground  parking  lots  in  Dubai  as

commercial air traffic remains halted.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security  and Economic  Stability:

The war has directly compromised the world’s

most critical energy transit corridor. With 20%

of maritime trade in oil and gas under threat,

analysts warn that Brent crude could hit 120

dollars  per  barrel if  infrastructure  damage

persists. Russia, while benefiting from higher

oil  revenues,  faces systemic risks to its civil

aviation  and  tourism  sectors.  Global  stock

markets have  plummeted,  with  airline  and

travel  stocks  bearing  the  brunt  of  the

volatility.

Geopolitical  Power  Dynamics  and  Bloc

Politics: The crisis has forced a realignment

of  regional  powers.  While  Saudi  Arabia  and

the UAE have publicly called for peace, leaked

reports suggest they privately urged the US to

hit  Iran.  Meanwhile,  Russia  and China have

solidified  a  strategic  alliance in  the  UN

Security  Council,  condemning the  US-Israeli

"unprovoked aggression." China is reportedly

providing  Iran  with  satellite  intelligence to

assist in targeting US assets.

Domestic  Stability  and  Cybersecurity

(Russia): The  FSB  and  Investigative

Committee  have  neutralized  a  major

Ukrainian intelligence operation, seizing over

54,000  sim-cards and  shutting  down  100

"simbox"  centers.  These  centers  were

allegedly  used  to  coordinate  terrorist  acts,

including the Crimean Bridge bombing.  This

crackdown  emphasizes  Russia's  focus  on

preventing  internal  destabilization  while  its

primary  diplomatic  and  military  attention  is

diverted  by  Middle  Eastern  and  Ukrainian

fronts.

Technology  Policy  and  Defense

Innovation: In the Ukraine theater,  Russian

forces  are  increasingly  deploying  robotic

platforms equipped  with  machine  guns  and

grenade launchers to minimize personnel risk.

Domestically,  new  mandatory  tracking  rules

for civilian drones have taken effect, aimed at

identifying  "friend  or  foe"  in  increasingly

crowded and contested airspace.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  Russian  government  has  focused  on

rapid-response  social  measures  and  aviation

safety  regulations  to  mitigate  the  impact  of

the  Middle  Eastern  war  and  the  ongoing

special military operation.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Social  Pension  Indexation: Prime

Minister  Mishustin  announced  the

indexation  of  social  pensions  for  4

million  citizens,  including  veterans  and

orphans, effective April 1.

Drone  Operation  Rules: New

regulations  require  all  civilian  drones

over  250g  to  be  fitted  with  tracking

devices (simboxes/transponders)  to

ensure  "digital  sky"  transparency  and

security safety standards.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Putin-Arlov  Meeting: A  working

session on the development of the Amur

region,  focusing  on  record  soybean

harvests  and  investment  in  the

Vostochny Cosmodrome and gas sectors.

Regional  Forums: The  "Shoulder  to

Shoulder"  forum  in  Pskov  discussed

rehabilitation  for  veterans and  legal

protections for their families.

Crisis  Briefing: Presidential  Press

Secretary Peskov confirmed Russia is in

constant  contact with  Tehran  and

Persian  Gulf  leaders  to  negotiate  a

ceasefire.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of Precision Warfare: "Operation

Epic  Fury"  has  abandoned  the  veneer  of

surgical strikes. The death of Khamenei’s wife

in a bunker-buster attack and the 171 civilian

casualties in  a  school  strike  signal  a  shift

toward  total  war  aimed  at  regime

decapitation. This trend is mirrored in Iran's

response, which targets civilian airports (Ben

Gurion)  and commercial  energy  hubs in  the

Gulf,  effectively  holding  the  global  economy

hostage to stop the military onslaught.

The  Fragmentation  of  Allied  Consensus:

While the US leads the charge, the "coalition"

is  fragile.  NATO  has  distanced  itself from

direct  involvement,  while  Spain and Norway

have denied use of their territory for strikes.

This indicates a deep rift in Western security

architecture,  where  the  US  and  Israel  act

unilaterally,  leaving  European  partners  to

manage  the  resultant  energy  crisis  and

refugee threats.

The "Roboticization" of Conflict: From the

Iranian drones hitting British bases in Cyprus

to  the  Russian  "Courier"  robots  on  the

Dnieper  front,  autonomous  systems  have

moved  from  niche  roles  to  primary

combatants.  The  reliance  on  electronic

identification for  civilian drones highlights  a

new  reality:  the  battlefield  and  the  civilian

sphere  are  now  technologically  inseparable,

requiring constant biosurveillance and signal

tracking.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

catastrophic  rise  in  energy  prices  as  Qatar

and Saudi Arabia halt exports due to Hormuz

blockage. The humanitarian crisis for Russian

tourists  will  intensify  as  evacuation logistics

struggle  with  fuel  shortages  and  rerouted

flight  paths.  High  risk  of  secondary  terror

attacks in the US and Israel as "sleeper cells"

mentioned by Iranian media are activated.
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Medium Term (1-6 Months): The potential

for a Venezuelan-style regime change in Iran

exists,  but is  likely to result  in a protracted

insurgency  rather  than  a  прагматичный

(pragmatic)  new  leadership.  European

economies may face a deep recession caused

by  the  doubling  of  natural  gas  costs,

potentially  weakening  their  support  for  the

Ukrainian front.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): A  permanent

restructuring  of  Middle  Eastern  alliances  is

likely. If Iran survives as a functional state, its

military  cooperation  with  Russia  and  China

will  likely  formalize  into  a  mutual  defense

pact.  This  would  cement  a  "Three-Polar

World,"  where  the  US,  Russia/China,  and  a

fragmented  Europe  compete  for  dwindling

resource security and regional influence.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  US-Israeli  decapitation  strategy

against  Iran  may  create  a  power  vacuum

that  allows  non-state  extremist  groups  to

thrive, similar to post-2003 Iraq.

Diplomatic  efforts  must  prioritize  the

unblocking of Hormuz to prevent a global

inflationary  spiral  that  could  destabilize

developing nations.

The  inclusion  of  "Ukrainian  experts"  in

British  regional  operations suggests  a

globalization  of  the  Ukraine  conflict,  with

far-reaching  implications  for  future  peace

negotiations.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Sector: Extreme  volatility  in  oil/

gas  necessitates  immediate  hedging.

Companies dependent on LNG transit from

Qatar should seek alternative supply chains

via North America or Africa.

Cyber/Security: The  FSB  crackdown  on

simbox  networks indicates  that

telecommunications  firms  must  enhance

vetting  for  "rented"  communication  hubs

used for large-scale fraud and coordination.

Aviation/Tourism: The rerouting of flights

through  Central  Asia  and  the  2-hour

increase  in  flight  times  to  the  Gulf  will

permanently increase operational costs and

reduce  demand  for  luxury  travel  in  the

MENA region.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
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and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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