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PRESIDENT DENIS SASSOU
NGUESSO LEVERAGES STATE
MEDIA AND INSTITUTIONAL

APPOINTMENTS TO CONSOLIDATE
POWER AHEAD OF THE MARCH
2026 ELECTIONS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Republic of Congo’s political landscape is
currently dominated by the 2026 presidential
campaign, with state broadcaster
TELECONGO providing near-exclusive
coverage of incumbent President Denis
Sassou Nguesso (DSN). The campaign, which
officially launched on February 28 and runs
through March 13, is being framed as an
"acceleration of the march toward
development." DSN is touring key electoral
hubs, including Pointe-Noire, Sibiti,
Madingou, and Dolisie, utilizing a narrative of
"peace, stabilityy, and experience" to
distinguish himself from six other candidates.
The state is effectively merging campaign
official governance, as
evidenced by the high-profile launch of
infrastructure and industrial projects within
the campaign narrative.

activities  with

Simultaneously, the government is finalizing
the institutional architecture for the upcoming
vote. A series of presidential decrees issued
on February 27 appointed the leadership of
the Independent National Electoral
Commission (CNEI). These appointments,
occurring just weeks before the March 15
general election (and the March 12 early vote
for security forces), underscore the
administration's tight control over the
electoral process. Beyond the election, the
state is projecting regional influence by
highlighting historical ties with Angola and
deepening strategic partnerships with China,
specifically in the realm of satellite
communications and railway modernization.
This convergence of electoral fervor and
strategic statecraft suggests a coordinated
effort to secure a first-round victory while
insulating the regime through institutional
loyalty and foreign investment.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Electoral Mobilization and the
“"Chaos vs. Continuity" Narrative

* President DSN has accelerated his
campaign tour, holding massive rallies in
the Lekoumou and Bouenza departments,
where he received endorsements from
traditional "sages" and youth groups.
Large-scale meetings in Madingou and
Sibiti emphasized his role as the "unifier" of
the nation.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260302_190000

* The campaign specifically targets the youth
demographic, designating 2026 as the
"Year of Youth," with promises of
mechanized agriculture and industrial jobs
in Special Economic Zones (SEZs). Local
campaign  directors are using
"ambassadors" to conduct door-to-door
pedagogical outreach to ensure a "KO"
victory in the first round.

* Opposition candidates, including Vivien
Manangou and Destin Gavet, receive
minimal and often skeptical coverage, with
state analysts questioning their
"seriousness" and ability to embody the
function of the Head of State. Media
critiques contrast their perceived
amateurism with the "professionalism" of
the incumbent.

Institutional Control and Electoral
Oversight

e Presidential Decree No. 2026/89 and
2026/90 have officially established the
coordination and technical committees of
the CNEI, placing loyalist figures like Henri
Bouka at the helm of the coordination
bureau.

e The state has initiated the nationwide
distribution of voter cards, warning that
citizens who have not received them must
present themselves at district offices to
ensure they are mnot disenfranchised.
Distribution operations are described as
exhaustive and essential for the March 15
ballot.

Strategic Digital
Infrastructure

and Physical

* The Congolese government is engaging
with Chinese entities to modernize the
Chemin de Fer Congo-Océan (CFCO)

through satellite communication
technology, aiming to create an

"intelligent" traffic management system.

National Road 1 (RN1), connecting
Brazaville and Pointe-Noire, is being
championed as the regime’s premier
achievement, credited with unlocking
agricultural basins and facilitating the
industrial growth of cement and mining
sectors.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession & Stability: The primary focus of
the day is the preservation of DSN’s 40-year
tenure. The state media narrative explicitly
links the President's personal history to the
nation’s identity, citing his childhood
inscription on the "Arbre de Braza" as a
symbol of his long-standing commitment to
the land.

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty:
The Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications
is pivoting toward satellite-based solutions to
overcome terrestrial infrastructure deficits.
By partnering with China for satellite tracking
of rail freight, the state is attempting to
modernize the CFCO and diversify the
economy away from raw oil exports.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics: Congo is
emphasizing its historical role as a regional
power broker. The 50th anniversary of
Angola’s independence is being used to
remind the electorate and regional neighbors
of DSN’s central role in supporting the MPLA
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and African liberation movements, framing
him as a "Great Panafricanist."

Environmental Governance: In advance of
African Environment Day (March 3), Minister
Arlette Soudan-Nonault highlighted the Congo
Basin’s importance in global climate
mitigation. The state is positioning itself to
receive international climate finance through
the "Blue Fund" and the newly established
Radio-Television of the Congo Basin.

National Security: The security architecture
is being tightened ahead of the vote. Marine
infantry command changes and fire safety
immersions for financial institutions like BOA
Congo indicate a state-wide readiness posture
to handle civil or operational disruptions
during the electoral period.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative and regulatory focus today was
entirely  executive-driven, centered on
presidential decrees that finalize the electoral
and administrative machinery for the 2026
cycle. There is no evidence of parliamentary
debate; rather, the focus is on the
implementation of DSN's vision.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* Decree No. 2026/89: Nominated the
members of the National Independent
Electoral Commission (CNEI) coordination
bureau, including the President, Vice-
Presidents, and Rapporteur. Appointing
leadership for the CNEI.

* Decree No. 2026/90: Nominated members
of the CNEI technical committee and its
four sub-commissions, including a
dedicated Security Sub-commission led by
the Chief of Staff of the Congolese Armed
Forces.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Ministry of Environment Declaration:
Minister Arlette Soudan-Nonault delivered
a diagnostic report on African
environmental health, emphasizing that
Africa warms 1.5 times faster than the
global average.

* CNEI Press Notice: A
announcement regarding the distribution of
voter cards and the March 2 deadline for
those who have not yet received them to
report to local offices.

nationwide

* Pointe-Noire Budget Session: The 10th
ordinary session of the Municipal Council
opened to debate the 2026 budget and land
management policies near the international
airport.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Industrialization of Campaign
Rhetoric

A significant trend is the framing of
infrastructure as an emotional and historical
necessity rather than just an economic one.
State media repeatedly references the
"Mayombe obstacle" and the miracle of
National Road 1 as a testament to the
President's vision. By linking infrastructure to
peace, the administration implies that the
removal of the current leadership would lead
to the physical and economic collapse of the
country's transport corridors. This makes the
road not just a transit route, but a central
character in the regime’s survival narrative.

Digital Statecraft via Beijing

Congo’s engagement with China for
"intelligent" railway traffic management via
satellite highlights a trend of seeking digital
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sovereignty through non-Western
partnerships. The Ministry of
Telecommunications' focus on  satellite
articulation suggests that the state is aware of
the vulnerabilities of terrestrial fiber networks
and is moving toward a more resilient, space-
based digital infrastructure for its -critical

minerals and freight supply chains.

Electoral "Purity" and Religious
Syncretism

The campaign is utilizing religious and
traditional language to legitimize the
incumbent. Candidates are described as
"blessed" or having "pure hearts," and
campaign events are often accompanied by
inter-religious masses for peace. This trend
suggests that the state is leveraging faith-
based institutions to pacify potential unrest,
framing the electoral process as a spiritual
duty to maintain the status quo.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a high-
intensity deployment of the "Force Publique"
across major cities following the early vote on
March 12. Institutional rhetoric will likely
emphasize the "quiétude totale" (total quiet)
of the vote, while opposition activity will be
marginalized or depicted as a threat to
national stability. Distribution of voter cards
will be the primary point of friction if
logistical failures occur.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Post-election,
the government will likely move rapidly to
formalize the satellite agreements with China
to show immediate "acceleration" of
development. The newly appointed CNEI
leadership will be tasked with validating a
first-round victory, which may lead to brief
periods of localized civil unrest in urban
centers like Pointe-Noire or Brazzaville.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The "Year of Youth"
initiatives will be tested against the reality of
unemployment. If mechanized agriculture and
SEZs do not produce thousands of jobs as
promised, the regime may face a demographic
crisis. Structural shifts toward the Congo
Basin’s "Blue Economy" will likely become the
primary avenue for DSN to seek international
legitimacy and non-oil revenue.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Monitors should note the heavy military
involvement in electoral oversight; the
CNEI's security sub-commission is led by
the military high command, blurring the
lines between civil governance and security
operations.

Western  diplomatic interests should
prepare for increased Chinese influence in
Congolese critical infrastructure,
particularly  as tellite an rail
modernization projects move forward under
new bilateral agreements.

Climate policy engagement should focus on
the "Blue Fund," as the Congolese state is
successfully branding itself as an
environmental leader to secure sovereign
debt relief or green financing.

For Private Sector/Investors

* The investment climate remains tied to the
"DSN stability" model. Investors in the
mining and cement sectors should expect
continuity in regulatory favor, provided
they align with the "acceleration"
development goals.
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* Supply chain managers utilizing the CFCO
rail line or RN1 should anticipate
temporary logistics delays in mid-March

due to security force deployments and early

voting restrictions.

* The push for digital modernization in the
CFCO presents opportunities for tech firms,
but only if they can compete with Chinese
government-backed satellite
communication proposals.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television

news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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