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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

GLOBAL CRISIS TRIGGERED: IRAN LEADER ASSASSINATED,
ENERGY MARKETS REEL, MIDDLE EAST ERUPTS

DECAPITATION STRIKE:

March 2, 2026 - US-Israeli joint
or eliminates Ali Khamenei. Iran
plunged into succession crisis.

IRANIAN RETALIATION @; H GLOBAL MARKET &
& REGIONAL CHAOS . TAIWAN'S RESPONSE

Missile strikes Earbil, Bahrain,

grthasts in EIDi g Kireat TAIEX HISTORIC VOLATILITY: | Al ARMORY NARRATIVE:

800+ point plunge, then Taiwan semiconductor
Al buy-in recovery. supply chain as
geopolitical buffer.

OIL PRICE SURGE
TOWARD $150/BARREL
(Brent Crude)

BELJING’S ‘TAIWAN
PRINCE GROUP ASSET INDEPENDENCE’
LIQUIDATION: SANCTIONS:
STRAIT OF HORMUZ CLOSED. . 4 ‘Most Luxurious Auction’— | New list targets officials
Global energy shock. Violent  f - billions in seized assets & business figures

protests in Pakistan, Turkey, Irag. (33 supercars) sold. ! (Lawfare/Cognitive Warfare).

[ k

THE NEW KINETIC
DIPLOMACY & LAWFARE

fomf 2 2
Preemptive strikes replace deterrence. | = EV WINTER: Subsidy cuts,
‘Red Terror’ via legal intimidation. economic uncertainty.

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months): LONG TERM (1-5 Years):
Extreme energy volatility, civil Hardline Iranian succession, ‘Resistance Axis’ fractures,
unrest, potential energy asymmetric attacks, US mid-term Taiwan solidifies Al hub role but
conservation. election focus (Tariffs vs. Inflation).  faces permanent cognitive warfare.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

INTERNATIONAL POLICY: PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS: OVERALL:

Secure alternative energy Pivot to autonomous services Adapt to a fractured global
routes, stabilize Iranian (Robotaxis), prepare for high reality defined by kinetic
transition, establish counter- air-freight costs, diversify diplomacy and technological

cognitive warfare units. semiconductor footprints. competition.
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THE ASSASSINATION OF IRAN’S
SUPREME LEADER BY US-ISRAELI
FORCES HAS TRIGGERED A GLOBAL
ENERGY CRISIS AND A MASSIVE
RETALIATORY WAVE ACROSS THE
MIDDLE EAST.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 2, 2026, marks a seismic shift in global
geopolitics following the confirmed
"decapitation strike" against Iranian Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei by a joint US-Israeli
operation. The strike, which utilized high-
precision tracking and low-cost suicide
drones, has thrown the Iranian regime into a
precarious  succession  crisis currently

managed by a three-man interim council.
While Iranian-American communities
celebrated the news, the immediate aftermath
has been characterized by a violent Iranian
retaliatory campaign involving missile strikes
on US bases in Erbil, Bahrain, and Kuwait,
alongside indiscriminate drone attacks on
European military facilities in the region. The
resulting closure of the Strait of Hormuz has
sent shockwaves through global energy
markets, with oil prices surging toward a

potential peak of $150 per barrel if the

blockade persists.

Domestically, Taiwan is experiencing intense
second-order effects from the Middle Eastern
conflict. The Taiwan Stock Exchange (TAIEX)
suffered historic intraday volatility, plunging
over 800 points at the opening bell before a
massive buy-in from domestic investors,
fueled by the "Al armory" narrative, led to a
partial recovery. Amidst this
turbulence, the Taiwanese government is
grappling with a new "Taiwan Independence"
sanctions list released by Beijing, targeting
high-level officials and prominent business
figures. Simultaneously, the country is
transfixed by the "most luxurious auction in
history," as the state liquidates billions in
assets—including a fleet of 33 supercars—
seized from the notorious Prince Group fraud
case.

financial

The convergence of these events suggests a
world entering a period of extreme "kinetic
diplomacy" where traditional deterrence has
been replaced by preemptive strikes. The "EV
Winter" in the West, caused by subsidy cuts
and economic uncertainty, contrasts sharply
with the aggressive expansion of Al-driven
"Robotaxis" by Tesla, Waymo, and Zoox, which
are now officially entering public service in
major US cities. As the World Baseball Classic
(WBC) 2026 approaches, the contrast
between the celebration of international sport

and the looming specter of regional war
highlights a deeply fractured global reality.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS * Global Civil Unrest and Protests
o Violent anti-US and anti-Israel protests

* Decapitation of Iranian Leadership and erupted in Pakistan, Turkey, and Iraq,
Retaliation resulting in at least 23 deaths in
o US and Israeli forces successfully Pakistan alone.
targeted Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, o Anti-war sentiment is rising in the US,
destroying the Revolutionary Guard and with polls showing only 25% of
Police headquarters in heart of Tehran. Americans support the air strikes due to
o Iran launched "Operation Revenge," fears of rising fuel prices and military
targeting US F-15s and regional bases, casualties.
leading to at least three confirmed US
- . L * Aviation and Tourism Paralysis
military deaths and civilian casualties in
Israel o Dubai and Abu Dhabi airports have
. . . suspended most operations, leaving over
o The Strait of Hormuz is effectively 20,000 travelers stranded in the UAE.
closed, with over 250 tankers and cargo
. . . o Taiwan’s Tourism Administration reports
ships stranded in surrounding waters.
76 tour groups (over 2,000 people) are
« Taiwan Market Volatility and AI currently impacted by the flight
Resilience cancellations in the Middle East.

o The TAIEX saw an intraday swing of

nearly 700 points, testing the 35,000- KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
point mark as investors rushed to buy

the dip in Al-related stocks. Al and Technology Policy

o Analysts describe the Taiwan
semiconductor supply chain as the

* 2026 is being hailed as the "explosive

"armory" of the Al era, providing a buffer growth year for autonomous
. L transportation, with Tesla, Alphabet, and
against geopolitical shocks.
Amazon all launching public Robotaxi
* The Prince Group Asset Liquidation services.

o The Taipei District Prosecutors Office e The MWC 2026 exhibition in Barcelona
held a massive auction of 33 supercars showcased the first "Robot Phone" from
seized from the Prince Group, totaling Honor, featuring a flexible 3D camera and
over 5 billion TWD in assets. integrated multimodal Al

o A Ferrari "LaFerrari" (King of Horses)
sold for a record-breaking 135 million
TWD, while a Porsche 918 Spider
fetched 56 million TWD.

Energy Security

* Taiwan's Ministry of Economic Affairs is
preparing to convene emergency meetings
as the Hormuz blockade threatens 40% of
the nation's natural gas and 25% of its oil
supply.
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* International analysts warn that Brent
crude could reach $120 to $150 if regional
stability is not restored within 48 hours.

National Security & Defense Procurement

e The KMT is proposing a 350 billion TWD
special regulation for military procurement,
though internal disputes remain over the
total budget scale, with some members
pushing for 600-800 billion.

e The US government is reportedly
pressuring Taiwan to adopt a "commercial
sale" model rather than Foreign Military

Sales (FMS) to speed up deliveries.

Legal Warfare (Lawfare)

* Beijing has updated its "Taiwan
Independence Die-hard" list, adding 12 new
names including Interior Minister Liu Shih-

fang and Legislator Puma Shen, accusing
them of being "accomplices".

» Taiwanese officials have dismissed the list
as "cognitive warfare" and an attempt to

create "red terror" within democratic
institutions.

Succession & Stability

* [ran is being managed by a temporary
leadership council consisting of President
Pezeshkian, Judiciary Chief Ejei, and Alavi,
with a new Supreme Leader expected
within days.

e Reza Pahlavi, son of the late Shah, has

signaled readiness for a regime transition

to democracy, emphasizing the importance
of the first 100 days.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity today focused heavily on
national security and cross-strait legal

defenses in response to Beijing's latest
sanctions and the heightened global threat
environment. Parliamentary debates centered
on the specific wording of military
procurement bills and the legal standing of
government officials targeted by foreign lists.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

» Military Procurement Special
Regulations: A proposed 350-billion TWD
framework for rapid defense acquisition;
debate continues over whether to include
penalty clauses for delivery delays by US
manufacturers.

* Taiwan Independence Die-hard
Sanctions Response: Legislative
discussion on how to support officials and
civilians named in the PRC's "accomplice"
list, with calls to categorize these actions
as illicit cognitive warfare.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Presidential Audience with Us
Semiconductor Association: President
Lai Ching-te emphasized that Taiwan-US
cooperation in Al and advanced chips has
surpassed traditional models, forming a

"common interest" alliance.

* KMT Military Procurement Presser:
Party Chairman Eric Chu and defense
lawmakers met to discuss the budgetary
scale of upcoming defense bills, navigating
internal pressure to increase spending
toward 900 billion TWD.

Mayor Chiang Wan-an & Mayor Hou Yu-
ih at Sewage Plant Transfer: A rare joint
appearance by the mayors of Taipei and
New Taipei, used to project unity in local
governance amidst national political
tensions.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Decapitation Strike as a Standard
Policy Tool The elimination of Khamenei
suggests the US administration has shifted
from "containment" to "active disruption" of
the Iranian axis. The wuse of precision
intelligence and suicide drones indicates that
the "Operation Infinite Fury" was the
culmination of years of deep infiltration into
the Iranian security apparatus. This sets a
new, more aggressive precedent for dealing
with state-sponsored proxy networks.

Al as the New "Safe Haven" Sector Despite
a massive global conflict, the Taiwan stock
market's recovery demonstrates that Al-
related _infrastructure (CPO, PCB, and

semiconductors) has replaced traditional safe
havens for many investors. The market
narrative has transitioned from seeing Al as a
luxury tech trend to seeing it as the "essential
weaponry" of modern national power, which
maintains value even during kinetic warfare.

The "EV Winter" and the Return of
Pragmatism While Al  transportation
(Robotaxis) is booming, the broader consumer
Electric Vehicle (EV) market is entering a
"winter." Major manufacturers like Stellantis
and Ford are slashing production and jobs due
to subsidy cuts and consumers returning to
fuel-efficient internal combustion or hybrid
vehicles. This reflects a correction in the
green transition as economic reality and high
energy costs set in.

Cognitive Warfare and the "Red Terror"
The PRC’s expansion of its "independence" list
to include "accomplices" and ‘"die-hard
elements" is a clear attempt to use lawfare to
intimidate Taiwan's civil society. By targeting
business leaders like Robert Tsao alongside
politicians, Beijing aims to sever the financial

and intellectual support structures for
Taiwanese sovereignty, creating what local

officials call a "r r" environment.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect extreme
volatility in global energy prices as the
Hormuz crisis remains unresolved. Domestic
civil unrest in Pakistan and Iraq is likely to
worsen, potentially requiring international
evacuations. In Taiwan, the government will
likely announce energy conservation
measures if the "Orange" travel warning and

blockade of the Gulf persist beyond a week.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Iranian
succession process will likely result in a
hardline military-clerical
potentially leading to more sophisticated
asymmetric attacks on global shipping. In the
US, the approaching mid-term elections will
be dominated by the "Trump Tariff" vs.
inflation debate, as the administration
attempts to use foreign policy wins to offset
high domestic prices.

compromise,

Long Term (1-5 Years): The successful
decapitation of the Iranian leadership may
lead to a fundamental fracturing of the
"Resistance forcing proxies like
Hezbollah to find new patrons. Taiwan's
successful integration into the US Al supply
chain will solidify its position as an
indispensable tech hub, but at the cost of
being permanently targeted by Beijing's
expanding legal and cognitive warfare tactics.

Axis,"
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Governments must alternative
energy transit routes that bypass the
Persian Gulf, as the vulnerability of the
Strait of Hormuz is now a demonstrated
reality.

secure

Diplomatic efforts should focus on
stabilizing the Iranian transition to prevent
a total state collapse that could trigger a

massive refugee crisis into Europe and
Turkey.

Counter-cognitive warfare units should be
established to protect democratic officials

from extraterritorial legal intimidation by

authoritarian regimes.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investors should pivot from consumer EV
manufacturers to autonomous service
providers (Robotaxi fleets), which show
higher resilience and state support.

* Supply chain managers must account for a
"new normal" of extremely high air-freight
costs as regional airspace remains
contested or closed.

* The semiconductor and Al hardware
sectors in Taiwan remain strong, but
companies must diversify physical
footprints to mitigate the risk of regional
kinetic spillover.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from

around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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