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RECOMMENDATIONS: Harden Infrastructure, Prepare for Long Diplomatic Freeze, Address EU Divide. The Liberal Order Fragmented.
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THE ASSASSINATION OF
AYATOLLAH KHAMENEI BY US-
ISRAELI FORCES HAS TRIGGERED A
FULL-SCALE REGIONAL WAR IN THE
MIDDLE EAST, DESTABILIZING
GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS AND
FRACTURING EUROPEAN
DIPLOMATIC UNITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 2, 2026, marks a seismic shift in global
geopolitics following the confirmed death of
Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei in a joint US-Israeli military
operation dubbed "Operation Epic Fury." The
strike, which targeted a high-level security
meeting in Tehran, has not only decapitated
the Iranian leadership but also prompted
immediate and violent retaliation from Iran
and its proxies. Hezbollah has officially
entered the conflict, launching heavy strikes
against northern Israel, while Iran has
targeted US assets and allied infrastructure
across the Persian Gulf, including Oman, the
UAE, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia. The conflict has
reached European soil through a missile
strike on a British military base in Cyprus,

significantly elevating the risk of a broader
international escalation.

The economic fallout is immediate and severe.
The de facto blockade of the Strait of Hormuz,
through which 20% of the world’s oil and
liquefied natural gas flows, has caused oil
prices to surge by over 8% and European gas
prices to jump by 35%. Global logistics are in
disarray as major shipping lines like MSC and
Maersk suspend transit through the region.
Domestically, Spain is emerging as a primary
voice of dissent within the West; Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez and Foreign Minister
José  Manuel explicitly
condemned the military intervention and
refused to allow the use of Spanish bases at
Rota and Morén for offensive operations,
creating a sharp rift with the "E3" powers
(UK, France, Germany) who have signaled
their intent to support the US offensive.

Albares have

In Barcelona, the 20th anniversary of the
Mobile World Congress (MWC) opened under
a cloud of uncertainty. While the event
remains a massive economic driver, travel
disruptions caused by the closure of major air
hubs in Dubai, Doha, and Abu Dhabi have
prevented many Asian and Middle Eastern
delegates from attending. The day’s
proceedings were further complicated by local
labor wunrest and a high-profile Senate
appearance by former Prime Minister José
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero regarding the "Koldo
case," illustrating the intense pressure on the
Spanish government as it navigates both a
domestic political minefield and a historic
foreign policy crisis.



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The Decapitation of the Iranian
Regime:
o Operation "Epic Fury" successfully

targeted Ayatollah Khamenei and 30
high-ranking military officials during a
security council meeting in Tehran.

o US President Donald Trump justified the
strike as a preemptive measure to
prevent Iran from finalizing its nuclear

o A transitional
President Masoud Pezeshkian and top
judicial figures has taken interim control
of the state.

council  comprising

* Regional Escalation and Proxies:
o Hezbollah has initiated a second front
from Lebanon, resulting in Israeli

retaliatory bombings in Beirut that killed
at least 31 people.

o Iran launched 550 missiles toward Israel
and targeted Gulf monarchies for their
perceived complicity in the US-Israeli
strikes.

o A British base in Cyprus (Akrotiri) was
struck by Iranian drones, marking an

attack on European territory.

* Global Energy and Logistics Crisis:

o The Strait of Hormuz is functionally
closed to commercial traffic, leading to
an immediate 8% spike in oil prices.

o European natural gas futures rose 35%
following the closure of a major Qatari
plant and general instability in the Gulf.

o Dubai, Doha, and Abu Dhabi airports
have suspended flights, stranding
thousands of travelers, including MWC
congressmen.

* Diplomatic Schism in Europe:
o The UK, France, and Germany (E3)
issued a joint statement supporting
military intervention to protect interests.

o Spain has broken ranks, with Minister
Albares summoning the Iranian
ambassador to demand a ceasefire while

iecting US £ S ish | .
o French President Macron announced an

expansion of the French nuclear arsenal

in response to the proliferation risks.

* Mobile World
Anniversary:

o The 2026 edition opened with 100,000

expected visitors but faced immediate

delegate cancellations from Asia due to

air space closures.

Congress 20th

o The 20-year retrospective highlights the
shift from simple mobile phones to
iqui Al an nn ms.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: The war has exposed the
fragility of European energy supplies. Spain,
while less dependent on Qatari gas than
central Europe, is facing inflationary pressure
as global prices react to the Hormuz
blockade. The
attempting to guarantee supply continuity
despite the 35% jump in gas prices. Analysts
warn that if the conflict lasts weeks, Western

countries will exhaust strategic oil reserves.

Spanish government is

Succession & Stability: In Iran, the
"Assembly of Experts" (90 clerics) is tasked
with selecting a new Supreme leader within
the week. However, internal dissent is visible;
while state TV shows mourning, celebrations

were reported in cities like Karaj. Experts
suggest the regime is in a fight for survival
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Coalition Cohesion: The EU is facing a
"crisis of unity." The UK has authorized the US
to use British fensiv

while Spain has explicitly barred US strikes
from its territory. This division undermines
the "Voice of Europe" that Minister Albares
claimed should be one of balance and
moderation.

Technology Policy & AI: The MWC

continues to push the narrative of Al as a tool
for "intelligent connectivity," but the war has
redirected focus toward cyberwarfare and
cognitive warfare. Ethical debates at MWC
now involve the risk of Al-led decision-making

in autonomous military systems.

Domestic Stability (Spain): Beyond the war,
the Spanish government faces a crisis in the
textile sector, with 42 layoffs at a Belgian-
owned plant in Sant Boi de Llucanes, sparking
local protests. Additionally, the Koldo
corruption commission continues to dog the
ruling party as former leaders are called to
testify.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was dominated by high-level
diplomatic emergency
executive actions rather than traditional
parliamentary bill debates, reflecting a "state
of exception" due to the conflict.

maneuvers and

PRESS EVENTS & HEARINGS:

* Donald Trump Address: In a 6-minute
recorded message, Trump admitted there
would be US casualties but insisted the

operation would continue until all
objectives—denuclearization and
destruction of Iran's ballistic capability—
were met.

Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs:
Minister Albares formed a crisis cabinet to
monitor the 20,000 Spaniards in the region
and reiterated that Spain would not
participate in unilateral military actions
outside the UN framework.

* British Parliament: Prime Minister Keir
Starmer defended the decision to allow US
use of UK bases in Cyprus as specific and

* Spanish Senate (Koldo Commission):
Former PM Zapatero testified, denying any
intermediation in the rescue of Plus Ultra
airlines.

e Iranian State Media: Announced the
activation of the constitutional succession
mechanism and vowed "all-out war" against
those who targeted the Supreme Leader.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of the Liberal Order:
The conflict highlights a fundamental
breakdown in international law. While
President Trump ignores the US Congress and
UN Charter, Spain’s Albares clings to the UN
framework as a shield against entanglement.
The E3’s willingness to bypass collective EU
foreign policy to align with Washington
suggests the "Atlanticist" alliance is being

prioritized over European strategic autonomy.
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The Weaponization of the Global
Commons: The immediate closure of the
Strait of Hormuz and major air hubs (Dubai/
Doha) demonstrates how regional conflicts
now paralyze the global economy instantly.
The MWC is a microcosm of this; what should
have been a celebration of global tech
integration has become a logistics nightmare,
highlighting that "digital sovereignty" is
meaningless if physical supply chains and
transit routes are severed.

Statecraft by Omission: President Trump’s
rhetoric alternates between claiming a

mplet truction of Iranian nuclear sites
and warning that they were almost ready for a
bomb. This inconsistency suggests "Operation
Epic Fury" may be as much about
opportunism as it is about strategy, mirroring
the problematic US interventions in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
humanitarian crisis in Tehran and Beirut as
bombings intensify. A spike in consumer
energy prices in Europe will begin to affect
transport and heating costs.
retaliation will likely shift toward asymmetric
warfare, including cyberattacks on Western
financial systems and infrastructure to bypass

the US military's aerial superiority.

Iranian

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The risk of
civil war in Iran is high as the regime’s
internal legitimacy is tested. A protracted
"war of attrition" in the Persian Gulf will force
Europe to reconfigure its energy imports
toward the US and Africa, likely leading to a
permanent energy  costs.
Diplomatic pressure on Spain to align with the
E3 will create internal friction within the

Sanchez government.

increase in

Long Term (1-5 Years): The decapitation of
the Khamenei regime could lead to a total
reconfiguration of Middle E rn _power. If
the regime collapses, a power vacuum similar
to post-invasion Iraq is likely, potentially
birthing new radical insurgencies. Conversely,
if the regime survives through Russian/
Chinese support, the region will be

permanently divided into hard military blocs.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Governments should prepare for a long-

term diplomatic freeze with Iran and its

proxies.

* The EU must urgently address the E3-Spain
divide to prevent a total collapse of the
Common Foreign and Security Policy
(CFSP).

* Security architectures must be hardened

against retaliatory cyber-strikes on critical

infrastructure.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Logistics and supply chain managers
should permanently reroute maritime
freight around the Cape of Good Hope,
anticipating a multi-month closure of the
Persian Gulf.

* Energy-intensive industries in Europe must

hedge against persistent high gas prices
and potential state-led rationing.

* The tech sector should prioritize resilient,
satellite-based communication (like Open
Cosmos) over vulnerable subsea or
terrestrial links in conflict zones.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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