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OPERATION EPIC FURY FAILS TO TRIGGER INTERNAL COLLAPSE;
) IRANIAN PUBLIC CONSOLIDATES BEHIND REGIME

IRAN RESPONDS THIRTEENTH WAVE OF RETALIATORY
MISSILE & DRONE STRIKES ON US/ISRAELI ASSETS

SAUDI ARABIA =
(Riyadh US Embassy) IMMEDIATE ENERGY
PRICE SPIKE: OIL >$85,

GAS >$700 per 1000m*

UAE
(Dubai)

MACRON DECLARES ‘NEW NUCLEAR ERA’:
FRANCE EXPANDS ARSENAL, OFFERS
EUROPEAN UMBRELLA (German, Poland allies)

Minab School Strike (170 girls killed):
Intense Anti-Western Sentiment

Minab School Strike (170 girls
killed): Intense Anti-Western
Sentiment

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS:
ENERGY & ECONOMIC
SHOCKWAVES

BRENT CRUDE:
>$85/BARREL

EUROPEAN GAS:
+45% (> $700)

OVER 150 TANKERS
ANCHORED OUTSIDE HORMUZ
(Military Risk & Insurance Halt)

ANALYSTS PREDICT:

OIL COULD REACH $200

IF BLOCKADE CONTINUES
(Existential Threat to China & Europe)

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks)

IRGC CLAIMS SUCCESSFUL
STRIKES ON US BASES, THREATS
TO BURN TANKERS IN HORMUZ

Russian Media calls strike
‘STATE TERRORISM’

WEAPONIZATION
OF DECEPTION

DIPLOMACY DEAD:
NEGOTIATIONS AS WAR
PREPARATION COVER
(Geneva Talks as ‘Theatrical  PLATFORMS;

X

Maritime Strikes Escalate in Gulf
0il -> $100)
Humanitarian Crisis & Global
Anti-US Protests (Minab)

FPV-DRIVEN COMBAT
TRANSFORMATION

TECTONIC SHIFT: FPV
DRONES BYPASS EW,
NEUTRALIZE EXPENSIVE
AUTONOMOUS
Performance'); Breakdown of Trust SYSTEMS RISE

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months)
US Missile Stock Depletion
(Indo-Pacific Vulnerability)

Europe Faces Industrial Recession
& Gas Shortages (Shift to Russia?)

g LAVROV WARNS
< NUCLEAR PROLIFERATIOH
V (Only '{ Deterrence Stops
S Regime Change)

BUSHEHR PLANT

AWAIT EVACUATION
(Regional Catastrophe
Fears)

STRATEGIC RE-ALIGNMENT
OF MIDDLE EAST

CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE
IN US ALLIANCE; RUSSIA
OFFERS ‘MULTI-VECTOR'
PARTNERSHIP (Saudi, UAE,
Bahrain Engaged)

LONG TERM (1-5 Years)

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS:
US OVERREACH &
UKRAINE EVOLUTION

US NAVY DEPLETING

CRIT[CAL MISSILE STOCKS

(SM-3) RAPIDLY; CONSIDERING l
PAC!FIC RESERVES

RUSSIA LEVERAGES DISTRACTION:
CAPTURES VESELYANKA &
BOBYLEVKA (Ukraine)

UKRAINE ;
Zaporizhzhia

g
ZELENSKY OFFERS ANTI-DRONE
SPECIALISTS FOR ONE-MONTH
CEASEFIRE (Mocked as 'Desperate Trade')

Global Security Fragments into Nuclear Blocs
(France Leads European Autonomy)
Overland Energy Logistics Become Permanent
(Pipelines Bypass Maritime Risks)

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS (FOR POLICY & INVESTORS)
NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION IS DE FACTO REALITY (Only Guarantee); RUSSIA'S MEDIATION ROLE GROWS; NATO COHESION FRACTURES
(European Strategic Sovereignty).
ENERGY VOLATILITY IS LONG-TERM; DIVERSIFY SUPPLY CHAINS (Fertilizers, Chemicals); INVEST IN FPV DRONE & ANTI-DRONE TECH.
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THE GLOBAL SECURITY
ARCHITECTURE COLLAPSES AS
U.S.-ISRAELI 'OPERATION EPIC
FURY' AGAINST IRAN IGNITES A
REGIONAL CONFLAGRATION AND
ENERGY CRISIS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 3, 2026, marks a pivotal breakdown in
global stability as the Middle East enters a
state of total war following the U.S.-Israeli
decapitation strike against the Iranian
leadership, designated "Operation Epic Fury."
Russian state media reports the death of
Iran's Supreme I.eader (Rahbar) along with
members of his family, an event that has failed
to trigger the internal collapse anticipated by
Washington and has instead consolidated the
Iranian public behind the regime. Iran has
responded with a massive "thirteenth wave" of
retaliatory missile and drone strikes targeting
U.S. and Israeli assets across the region,
including bases in Kuwait, the UAE, Bahrain,
and Iraq. Most significantly, Iran has declared
the full closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
through which 20-25% of the world’s oil flows,
triggering an immediate spike in energy

prices with o0il reaching $85 and gas
exceeding $700 per thousand cubic meters.

While the U.S. administration under Donald
Trump claims the operation is progressing
faster than planned, domestic cracks are
widening. The "Epstein Files"
continues to haunt the American political
elite, with Bill and Hillary Clinton facing
intense Congressional interrogation over their
ties to the deceased financier. Simultaneously,
the U.S. is reportedly facing a critical
shortage of interceptor missiles (SM-3 and
Patriot) and Tomahawks due to the intensity
of the conflict, threatening U.S. strategic
readiness against China and Russia. Russia is
leveraging this geopolitical distraction to
accelerate its "Special Military Operation”
(SMO) in Ukraine, reporting the capture of
settlements in Zaporizhzhia and Sumy while
positioning itself as a diplomatic mediator for
Middle Eastern monarchies
skeptical of the U.S. "security umbrella."

scandal

increasingly

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Decapitation of the Iranian
Leadership and Regional Retaliation

* The U.S. and Israel executed a strike on
Tehran that killed the Supreme I.eader, his
daughter, and grandchildren, an act
described by Russian analysts as "state
terrorism."

* A strike on a school in the city of Minab
reportedly killed 170 young girls, fueling

intense anti-Western sentiment across the
Islamic world.

e Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) claimed successful strikes on U.S.
bases in Kuwait (Al-Ahmadi), Dubai, and
the U.S. embassy in Riyadh.
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The IRGC has threatened to burn any
tanker attempting to navigate the now-
closed Strait of Hormuz.

Global Energy and Economic Shockwaves

Brent crude oil has surpassed $85 per
barrel, while European gas prices surged
by 45% to over $700 per thousand cubic
meters due to the halt of Qatar’'s LNG
exports.

More than 150 tankers are currently
anchored outside the Strait of Hormugz,
unable to transit due to military risks and
the suspension of insurance coverage.

Analysts predict oil could reach $200 per

barrel if the blockade continues, posing an
existential threat to the economies of China
and Europe.

The Collapse of Nuclear Non-Proliferation
and European Autonomy

French President Emmanuel Macron has
declared a "new nuclear era," ordering an
increase in France's nuclear arsenal and
offering a "European nuclear umbrella" to
allies like Germany and Poland.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
warned that the war against Iran will likely
stimulate nuclear proliferation as regional
powers realize that only nuclear deterrence
can prevent U.S.-led regime change.

Work has been halted at the Bushehr
Nuclear Power Plant in Iran, with 600
Russian specialists awaiting evacuation
amidst fears of a regional
catastrophe.

nuclear

¢ Russia

U.S. Strategic Overreach and Military
Depletion

* The U.S. Navy is reportedly consuming its

annual stock of critical missiles (SM-3) in
just weeks, forcing the Pentagon to
consider tapping into Pacific reserves
meant to deter China.

* A significant portion of the U.S. aerial

refueling fleet and half of its aircraft
carriers are now tied down in the Middle
East.

The Evolution of the Ukraine Conflict

captured the settlements of

Veselyanka (Zaporizhzhia) and Bobylevka

(Sumy), utilizing the West's focus on Iran to
apply "maximal pressure."

* Volodymyr Zelensky has offered to send

anti-drone specialists to the Middle East in

exchange for a one-month ceasefire with
Russia, a move mocked by analysts as a
"desperate trade proposal."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Supply Chains

* The Hormuz blockade has disrupted global

li f Ifur, mmoni n
phosphates, in addition to oil and gas,
threatening global agriculture and

industrial production.

* Russia is moving to capitalize on the crisis

by urging China to accelerate the
construction of the Power of Siberia 2
pipeline to maritime supply
vulnerabilities.

bypass
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Elite Politics and Leadership Dynamics

* The Trump administration is accused of

using diplomacy as a shield to mask war

preparations, with negotiations in Geneva
on Feb 26 described as a "theatrical
performance" to allow troop deployment.

* Domestic U.S. stability is threatened by the
release of the Epstein Files, which
Republicans are using to "cleanse" the
political establishment of the Clinton-era
guard.

Technology and Digital Sovereignty

* Military analysts describe a technological
revolution on the battlefield driven by FPV
drones, which are being used to intercept
manned helicopters and conduct precision
strikes without the need for traditional air
superiority.

* The development of "Judgment Day
Drones" for radiation and gas detection
highlights the shift toward autonomous
platforms in CBRN (Chemical, Biological,
Radiological, and Nuclear) environments.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

* The Middle East conflict is interpreted as a

U.S. strike against the emerging multipolar
world, specifically targeting China's energy

security and Russia's regional influence.

e China’s "Second Parliament" session is

struggling to formulate a response as the

global system of coordinates is destroyed
by the American "Epic Fury" strategy.

Economic Security and State Capacity

* The Russian Federal Treasury reported 1.5
trillion rubles in revenue for 2025, driven
by a move to electronic document
management and a "digital ruble" that
accelerates state spending into the
economy.

* Tightening control over defense contract
pricing is a top priority for the Kremlin to
ensure the sustainability of the long-term
war effort.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

U.S. Congressional debates centered on the
legality of the Iranian invasion and the
disclosure of the Epstein files. In Russia, the
focus remained on the digital ruble and the
efficient distribution of defense budgets.
Bioethical regulation of medical research was
also highlighted as a critical area for
legislative oversight.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Digital Ruble Implementation: Policy
discussed between Putin and Treasury
head Roman Artyukhin regarding the
acceleration of payments to the economy

via digital tokens.

* Bioethical Regulation: Discussion of the
need for legal frameworks to balance
individual dignity against the "knowledge
as a global good" argument in medical
experiments.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* The Clinton Deposition: A Congressional
hearing where Bill Clinton denied visiting
the Epstein island, despite conflicting
evidence from the newly released files.
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* Marco Rubio's Congressional
Testimony: The U.S. Secretary of State
justified the invasion of Iran as a response
to an "imminent threat," though legislators
questioned the lack of a formal declaration
of war.

* Melania Trump's UN Security Council

Appearance: The First Lady presided over
a_session on children in armed conflict, a

move seen as a "humanitarian facade"
during the bombing of Iran.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Deception

A recurring theme in the transcripts is the
"death of diplomacy." Russian analysts argue
that the U.S. has adopted a ‘"reflexive
management" strategy, using negotiations as
a cover for military strikes. The Geneva talks
on Feb 26 are cited as proof that Washington
no longer seeks "deals" but wuses the
negotiation period to finalize  strike
coordinates and carrier deployments. This
trend signals a complete breakdown in
international trust, making future diplomatic
resolutions to conflicts nearly impossible.

The FPV-Driven
Combat

Transformation of

Combat is wundergoing a "tectonic shift"
comparable to the invention of firearms. The
development of fiber-optic-guided drones
allows attackers to bypass Electronic Warfare
(EW) systems entirely. This technology is
being repurposed for civilian "tele-presence"
in extreme environments, such as operating
port cranes in the Arctic from comfortable
urban offices. However, the immediate
military implication is the neutralization of
expensive armored platforms and manned

aircraft by low-cost, expendable autonomous
systems.

The Strategic Re-Alignment of the Middle
East

The Arab monarchies are experiencing a
"crisis of confidence" in their alliance with the
U.S. Analysts note that while the U.S. defense
umbrella is working for Israel, it has failed to
protect Saudi and Emirati oil infrastructure
from Iranian retaliation. This is pushing
regional powers toward a "multi-vector"
foreign policy, with Putin actively engaging
leaders in Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Bahrain
to offer Russia as a more reliable security
partner.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Expect a further escalation of maritime
strikes in the Persian Gulf as Iran seeks to
enforce the Hormuz blockade and drive oil
prices toward $100.

* The humanitarian crisis in Iran, particularly
following the Minab school bombing, will
likely trigger widespread civil unrest and
protests against U.S. interests globally.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* The depletion of U.S. missile stocks will
create a "window of vulnerability" in the
Indo-Pacific, potentially emboldening
Chinese action regarding Taiwan or the
South China Sea.

e Europe will face a severe industrial
recession as high energy costs and gas
shortages force production cuts, potentially
leading to a political shift toward reviving
energy ties with Russia.
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Long Term (1-5 Years):

* The global security architecture will likely
fragment into distinct nuclear blocs, with
France leading a European effort for
strategic autonomy as U.S. reliability is
questioned.

e The shift of energy logistics to overland
routes (pipelines from Russia to China) will

become a permanent structural feature of
the global economy, rendering maritime
blockades less effective as a tool of U.S.
power.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Nuclear Proliferation: The U.S.
"Operation Epic Fury" has effectively ended
the era of non-proliferation; states now
view nuclear weapons as the only

. . | .

* Mediation: Russia’s role as a diplomatic
bridge between Iran and the Gulf
Monarchies is a strategic asset that will
likely grow as the U.S. focus remains purely
kinetic.

* NATO Cohesion: Macron’s nuclear push
signals a de facto split within NATO, as
European leaders move to build their own
"strategic sovereignty" independent of
Washington.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Volatility: Markets must price in
long-term instability in the Persian Gulf; the
Strait of Hormuz is no longer a "given" for
global trade.

* Supply Chain Diversification: The loss of
fertilizer and chemical inputs from the Gulf
necessitates an immediate search for
alternative sources to prevent a global
agricultural shock.

* Defense Tech: The FPV drone revolution
offers massive investment opportunities in
autonomous systems and ‘“anti-drone"
electronic countermeasures.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260303_195000_Bolshaya_igra
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260303_091500_Vremya_pokazhet
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260303_091500_Vremya_pokazhet
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260303_080000_Vremya_pokazhet
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260303_060000_Novosti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260303_060000_Novosti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260303_150000_Vechernie_novosti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260303_091500_Vremya_pokazhet
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260303_180000_Vremya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260303_222500_PODKAST

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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