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MOROCCO: NAVIGATING ENERGY VOLATILITY,
CONSOLIDATING SAHARA SOVEREIGNTY

Report Summary: Global Shock, Domestic Fortitude, and Strategic Vision in a Changing World

GLOBAL ENERGY SHOCK & MIDDLE EAST ESCALATION (MARCH 2026)

BLOCKADE
CLOSURE

STRAIT OF HORMUZ CLOSURE
Iran-Israel-US Conflict Escalates. RISK:
Tehran closes Strait. Paralyzes “Stagflation” Crisis,
”‘g?% global oli:' 8&% §§8 g’ Asila‘ SupEly Chain Disruption,
il prices spike $85-$90/barrel. f &
Qatari gas exports halted. conomic Threat

MOROCCO'S RESPONSE: NATIONAL FORTITUDE
& DIPLOMATIC BREAKTHROUGHS

FINLAND & BELGIUM:
Reaffirm support for
Moroccan Autonomy Plan.

MILITARY SERVICECE

Cohort 2026 (Ages 19-25) Launched.
Bolstering Defense & Social Cohesion.

o

RELIGIOUS GOVERNANCE: UN GENEVA:
Standardized Moon Sightings 40-Nation Bloc Supports Full

(Scientific Rigor), Hajj Logistics Sovereignty over Sahara.
Finalized. Ensuring Stability. Narrowing path for separatism.

ENERGY SECURITY & DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY NATIONAL IDENTITY
ECONOMIC RISK &Al (TAMAGHRABIT)

AS STATECRAFT

Short Term: Inflationary Directorate of Royal Archives Promoting unique cultural
pressure, potential subsidies. uses Al to validate historical identity for resilience.

Medium Term: documents, maps, and treaties. Mobilizing Diaspora
Accelerate Renewable Energy “Archival Lawfare” against (Mohammedia Foundation) for
& Blue Economy. revisionism. expertise and remittances.

IMPLICATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY ' /\/’ FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS

o Prioritize reopening Strait of Hormuz : Dl] o Hedge against energy risks.
for global stability. : o Invest in Southern Provinces (Dakhla,

® Recognize archival evidence for Sahara Laayoune) - Education, Data Centers,
settlement. : Renewables.

o Support Mohammedia Foundation. o thti!I)ize Atlantic Ports as critical transit
! ubs.
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MOROCCO NAVIGATES GLOBAL
ENERGY VOLATILITY AMID MIDDLE
EAST ESCALATION AND SOLIDIFIES

SAHARA SOVEREIGNTY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On March 3, 2026, Morocco and the
international community faced a significant
escalation in geopolitical risk as the conflict
between Israel, the United States, and Iran
entered its fourth day. The most critical
development is the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz by Tehran, a move that has paralyzed
approximately 20% of global oil consumption
and 83% of liquefied natural gas destined for
Asian markets. This "black swan" event has
triggered an immediate spike in energy
prices, with oil trading between $85 and $90
per barrel and Qatari gas exports coming to a
halt. Experts warn of a looming "stagflation"
crisis reminiscent of the 1970s if the maritime
blockade persists, threatening to derail
regional growth and force central banks to
maintain high interest rates indefinitely.

Morocco is responding to this external
volatility by fortifying its domestic state
capacity and diplomatic standing. The
Kingdom officially launched the military

service census for the 2026 cohort, targeting
youth between 19 and 25 to bolster national
defense and social cohesion. Simultaneously,
Morocco secured major diplomatic victories
regarding the Sahara issue, with Finland and
Belgium reaffirming support for the Moroccan
Autonomy Plan. This was underscored at the
United Nations in Geneva, where a bloc of 40
countries formally supported Morocco's full
sovereignty over its southern provinces,
signaling a narrowing path for separatist
narratives in international forums.

Internally, the Kingdom is
"Tamaghrabit" (Moroccan identity) as a tool
for national resilience and soft power. This
narrative is being driven through the
Directorate of Royal Archives, which is
utilizing historical documents and AI-driven
digitization @ to  authenticate @ Morocco's
territorial claims and historical depth. As
Ramadan approaches, the state is also
managing delicate religious and
logistics, from finalized Hajj costs and mosque
inaugurations to the scientific standardization
of moon sightings to prevent the sectarian or
technical confusion seen in other parts of the
Islamic world.

emphasizing

social
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Middle East War and Energy Blockade
o Israel and the US conducted heavy
strikes on Tehran, targeting Mehrabad
Airport and leadership councils, while
Iran retaliated against US interests in
the Gulf.

o The closure of the Strait of Hormuz has
disrupted the transit of 20 million
barrels of oil per day.

o Economists forecast a shift from
"geopolitical structural
nomi isruption, with immediate
impacts on global shipping and aviation
sectors.

anxiety" to

* Diplomatic Breakthroughs on Sahara
Sovereignty
o Finland's Foreign Minister described the

Moroccan Autonomy Plan as a "serious

and credible" basis for a final solution.

o Belgium reaffirmed its clear support for
the plan, framing the Sahara within the

framework of Moroccan sovereignty and

territorial unity.

o A collective statement by 40 nations at
the UN in Geneva confirmed that the
Sahara issue is a political dispute solely
under UN_Security Council jurisdiction,

rejecting external interference.

* National
Readiness
o The Ministry of Interior opened the

census for compulsory military service,
running from March 2 to April 30, 2026.

Security and Military

o The process includes members of the
Moroccan diaspora, who are encouraged
to register through consular records to
fulfill their national duties.

* Regional Development in Southern
Provinces
o The Dakhla-Oued Ed-Dahab region
approved projects for a new Data Center
and an Higher School of Technology to
train engineers in new sciences.

o Investment in ecological parks and
health infrastructure in Guelmim-Oued

Noun reached 144 million dirhams.

o Airline connectivity to Laayoune and
Dakhla has expanded to 34 weekly

flights, significantly boosting economic
integration.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic Risk The
disruption of the Strait of Hormuz is the
primary threat to Morocco’s economic
stability in the short term. The transition from
growth-oriented policies to crisis management
is evident as regional markets face capital
flight toward "safe havens" like gold.
Morocco's reliance on imported energy makes
it vulnerable to the 50% increase in gas prices
observed following the Qatari export
suspension.

Digital Sovereignty and AI in Governance
Morocco is integrating advanced technology
into its archival and historical defense. The

Directorate of Royal Archives is adopting Al

for the restoration of damaged documents and
automated classification to counter historical

revisionism regarding the Sahara. This
"information warfare" strategy aims to
maintain informational sovereignty while
using digital tools to detect forged historical
maps or treaties.

National Identity as Statecraft
(Tamaghrabit) The state is actively
promoting the concept of Tamaghrabit as a
unique cultural identity that combines Islamic,
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African, and Mediterranean elements. This is
used to maintain diaspora loyalty, which
translated into 120 Dbillion dirhams in
remittances last year, a critical pillar of
Morocco’s financial resilience. The newly
created = Mohammedia  Foundation for
Moroccans Abroad will serve as a hub for
mobilizing the diaspora’s technical expertise,
particularly in  sectors like defense

manufacturing and vaccine production.

Religious Governance and Social Order
The state is meticulous in standardizing
religious practice to ensure social stability
during Ramadan. This includes the scientific
regulation of moon sightings to avoid the
"confusion" and "contradiction" seen in other
Islamic nations. Additionally, the Hajj Royal
Committee has finalized costs and logistics for
19,500 pilgrims, ensuring transparency
through a refund system for overcharged

citizens.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative = and administrative  activity
centered on military service, regional
development contracts, and religious

pilgrimage protocols. National and regional
bodies met to formalize budget allocations
and security measures in response to both
scheduled annual cycles and emergent
regional crises.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Military Service Census Directive: A
Ministry of Interior decree establishing the

legal period for census registration (March
2 to April 30, 2026) for 19-25 year olds.

* Regional Development Agreements
(Dakhla): Approval of partnerships with
the Ministry of Higher Education for
technological schools and the Ministry of

Health for medical staff housing.

* Guelmim Infrastructure Funding:
Approval of a 144 million DH package for
recreational an logical rks across

four provinces.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Royal Hajj Committee Meeting:
Finalized the 2026 Hajj cost at 63,021
dirhams and announced direct flights from
19,500 pilgrims to Medina.

* UN Human Rights Council (Geneva): A
40-country bloc issued a joint statement
supporting Morocco’s territorial integrity
and its role as a "reliable partner" for the
EU.

* Directorate of Royal Archives Press
Briefing: Dr. Bahija Simou presented
evidence of sovereignty over Eastern
Sahara through maps, treaties, and bay'ah
(allegiance) documents.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of History Morocco is
moving beyond diplomatic rhetoric to
"archival lawfare." By centralizing and
digitizing millions of documents from French
Spanish, and Italian archives, the Kingdom is
building a legal-historical case for its
sovereignty that is difficult to challenge in
international courts. This includes proof of
administrative acts (tax collection, judicial
appointments) in territories now under
dispute, effectively using the past as a
strategic asset for modern geopolitical
positioning.
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Countering "Ideological" Sighting There is
a concerted effort to separate religious
practice from political whim through the use
of astronomical science. By training religious
scholars to understand the lunar

and the difference between "impossible" and
"possible" sightings, the state is insulating its
calendar from the errors that plague its
neighbors. This scientific rigor is presented as
a hallmark of Moroccan "exception" and a
guard against intellectual confusion in the
Ummah.

Total State Mobilization The simultaneous
launch of military service registration and the
expansion of university infrastructure in the
Southern Provinces suggests a model of
"Developmental Security." The state is not just
defending borders with troops but by creating
"poles of excellence" in Dakhla and Laayoune
to integrate the youth into a high-tech
economy, thereby mitigating the risk of social
unrest or separatist recruitment.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect immediate
inflationary pressure in Morocco as the
Hormuz closure impacts global supply chains.
The government may need to implement
temporary energy subsidies or transport
controls. Domestic focus will remain on the
military census, with high turnout expected as
a show of national unity during the regional
war.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If the
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz continues,
Morocco will likely accelerate its energy
diversification and "Blue Economy" projects in
the south. Diplomatic momentum on the
Sahara will lead to more European nations
(potentially Nordic countries) following

Finland's lead in supporting the autonomy
plan, further isolating the Polisario Front.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Morocco is
positioning itself as a "Rising Country" (pays
émergent) by leveraging its diaspora and
technological investments. The integration of
Al in archiving and historical research will
become a model for other post-colonial states
seeking to re-establish their identity. The
military service will likely evolve into a
professionalized pipeline for the burgeoning

, ic def g '

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The international community  must
prioritize the reopening of the Strait of
Hormuz to prevent a global systemic
collapse; Morocco’s stability as a regional
hub is contingent on this maritime security.

* Diplomatic entities should recognize
Morocco's archival evidence as a legitimate
basis for settlement in the Sahara dispute,
shifting the focus from decolonization
rhetoric to historical sovereignty.

* Regional allies should support Morocco's
Mohammedia Foundation as a bridge for
technology transfer and security
cooperation.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Risk: Investors must hedge
against sustained high oil prices and
potential gas rationing in the MENA region
due to the Iran-Israel conflict.
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* Investment Opportunity: The southern

provinces, particularly Dakhla and
Laayoune, represent a high-growth sector

for education, data centers, and renewable
energy, supported by strong state

incentives.
* Supply Chain Resilience: Shipping
companies should prepare for long-term

rerouting away from the Gulf, making
Morocco’s Atlantic ports (like Tanger Med

and Dakhla Atlantic) more critical as transit
hubs.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine

yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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