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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: Centralized Control & Regional Dominance Under President Tebboune

ALGERIA FORTIFIES: DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY & REGIONAL
ENERGY INFLUENCE AMID GLOBAL SHOCKS & TENSIONS

Following a High Security Council meeting, Algeria launches the National Cybersecurity Strategy 2025-2029
to insulate data and services. Simultaneously, state-led projects accelerate infrastructure and project energy
expertise into the Sahel to counter global market volatility and regional instability.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT RECOMMENDATIONS
(Short to Long Term Trends) & IMPLICATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY:
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in Sahel.

e Account for new cybersecurity posture in
data-sharing.
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ALGERIA FORTIFIES DIGITAL
SOVEREIGNTY AND REGIONAL
ENERGY INFLUENCE AMID GLOBAL
OIL MARKET SHOCKS AND
HEIGHTENED CROSS-BORDER
TENSIONS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Algerian government, under President
Abdelmadjid Tebboune, has signaled a
significant shift toward centralized digital
control and regional energy dominance. A
high-level meeting of the High Security
Council culminated in the publication of the

ional I ri r 2025-2029, a
five-year framework designed to safeguard
"digital sovereignty" and critical

infrastructure. This initiative aligns with the
state's broader push for rapid digital
transformation across all public institutions,
moving to insulate Algerian data and services
from evolving cyber threats during a period of
high regional instability.

Simultaneously, Algeria is projecting its
technical expertise into the Sahel, specifically
through Sonelgaz's training of Nigerien
engineers for a new power plant project. This
"South-South" cooperation is a strategic move

to secure influence in Niger as a primary
energy partner. Domestically, the state is
accelerating large-scale infrastructure
projects, including the 500-bed Tizi Ouzou
University Hospital and the Eastern Mining
Railway to facilitate phosphate exports. These
efforts are intended to demonstrate state
capacity and economic resilience in the face
of a global energy market rocked by military
escalations in the Gulf and the resulting
closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Launch of the 2025-2029 National
Cybersecurity Strategy
o The Ministry of National Defense’s
Information Systems Security Agency
released a comprehensive framework for

national cyber resilience approved by

President Tebboune.

o The strategy focuses on protecting
digital infrastructure and ensuring the
sovereignty of national data as the
country moves toward full digital
administration.

* Global Energy Crisis Linked to Hormuz
Closure
o Brent crude surged to $81.82 per barrel
following military escalations and the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

o Experts warn that prolonged disruption
could drive oil prices past $100 and
severely impact European gas markets.
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* Algeria-Niger
Expansion
o Sonelgaz is hosting a delegation from
Niger’s NIGELEC for advanced technical
training in Adrar.

o This cooperation supports the
construction of a 40MW power plant in
Niamey, cementing Algeria's role as a
regional energy provider.

Energy Partnership

* Acceleration of Strategic Infrastructure
o The Eastern Mining Railway project is
progressing with the construction of 10
bridges to link phosphate mines to
international markets.

o The Tizi Ouzou University Hospital has
reached 60% completion, utilizing local
materials and modern technical
management systems.

e Escalation of Anti-Moroccan Rhetoric
o State-aligned  reporting  highlighted
"scandals" of the Moroccan "Makhzen,"

citing human rights violations and
economic failure.

o Protests in Morocco against
"normalization with Israel" were framed

as evidence of internal collapse and

popular rejection of current Moroccan
policy.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Cybersecurity and Digital Sovereignty The
Algerian presidency has elevated
cybersecurity to a primary national security
pillar. The National Strategy 2025-2029 is not
merely a technical document but a "roadmap"
for preserving "national digital sovereignty."
By centralizing this through the Ministry of
National Defense, the state is asserting
control over the digital transition, ensuring
that the shift toward e-governance does not

create vulnerabilities that could be exploited
by foreign entities or non-state actors. This is
a critical move as the administration attempts
to modernize state capacity while maintaining
tight security over communication channels.

Energy Security and Regional Influence
Algeria is leveraging its energy infrastructure
and technical expertise to project power in
the Sahel. The trainin IGELE
and the deployment of Sonelgaz experts to
Niamey serve as "soft power" tools to stabilize
Niger and tie its development to Algerian
interests. This regional pivot is increasingly
important as global energy markets face
volatility. While the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz threatens global supply, Algeria’s
position as a Mediterranean energy hub
allows it to potentially fill gaps in European
demand, provided it can maintain domestic
production and regional stability.

ngineer

Critical Infrastructure and Economic
Diversification The state is prioritizing the
Eastern Mining Railway to break its reliance
on hydrocarbons by facilitating the export of
phosphates. The engineering challenges—
including the construction of a 43km section
and multiple technical bridges—reflect a
commitment to high-capital strategic projects.
Furthermore, the reassignment of the Route 2
project in Illizi to new contractors indicates an
intolerance for delays in southern
development, where infrastructure is vital for
both economic integration and border
security.

Domestic Stability and Social Order The
government is targeting youth engagement as
a preventative measure against civil unrest.
The launch of a national program for young
leaders, aimed at training 1,000 individuals
across the country, is a structured attempt to
co-opt emerging talent into state-led
development initiatives. This social
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engineering is balanced with a heavy
emphasis on cultural identity, as seen in the
promotion of the Museum of Islamic
Civilization and the celebration of Rai music
as UNESCO-recognized heritage, reinforcing
a unified national narrative during a time of
economic transition.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on the executive
implementation of the 2025-2029 National
Cybersecurity Strategy and the restructuring
of infrastructure contracts to ensure project
delivery. Public announcements emphasized
the legal framework for "digital sovereignty"
and the acceleration of the transformational
youth leadership program.

* National Cybersecurity Strategy
2025-2029: A comprehensive framework
published by the Ministry of National
Defense, aimed at securing state digital
assets and infrastructure between 2025
and 2029.

National Program for Young Leaders: A
new policy initiative by the Ministry of
Youth and Sports to train 1,000 young
leaders in leadership and project
management across 18 provinces.

Contractual Reassignment Policy: The
local government in Illizi exercised powers
to repl nderperformin ntr r's on
the Route 2 project, setting a precedent for
strict adherence to "contractual deadlines"
in the south.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Digital Fortress Narrative Algeria is
moving beyond reactive cybersecurity into a
proactive, state-controlled digital ecosystem.

By framing cybersecurity as "sovereignty," the
Tebboune administration is signaling that
digital space is a new frontier of national
defense. This aligns with a global trend of
"internet balkanization," where states seek to
decouple their critical services from
international vulnerabilities. In the Algerian
context, this also provides a mechanism for
greater state oversight of the "cyber space,"
which the High Security Council identifies as
a source of various threats.

Energy as Diplomatic Currency The
Sonelgaz-Niger partnership illustrates a shift
from purely transactional energy exports to a
model of integr regional

Algeria is using its technical "know-how" to fill
the void left by departing Western powers in
the Sahel. By building power plants and
training foreign engineers in Adrar, Algeria is
creating long-term dependencies that favor its
strategic alignment, particularly against
Moroccan efforts to expand their own
influence in the region.

State Capacity and "Deadlines" There is a
pervasive emphasis on meeting "contractual
deadlines" across all sectors, from the Tizi
Ouzou hospital to the Illizi road network. This
reflects a broader governance trend of
"performance-based legitimacy," where the
state attempts to prove its efficacy through
the completion of massive, visible public
works. The use of 1,400 workers on a single
hospital site and the 24/7 mobilization on

railway bridges suggests a mobilization of

resources akin to a wartime economy.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) Algeria will likely
see a significant revenue windfall from the
surge in oil and gas prices caused by the
Strait of Hormuz crisis. However, this will be
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tempered by increased insurance costs for
Mediterranean shipping. Domestically, expect
a rollout of new cyber-regulations for public
institutions as the 2025-2029 strategy begins
its first phase of implementation. Heightened
border patrols are probable as tensions in the
Gulf could embolden regional non-state
actors.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) The Niger-
Algeria power project will reach key
construction milestones, potentially leading to
a deeper military-security pact as Algeria
protects its investments in Niamey. The
Eastern Mining Railway will become a focus
for foreign investors looking to secure
phosphate supplies as global fertilizer
markets remain tight. Tensions with Morocco
may escalate into more frequent "diplomatic
skirmishes" as Algiers continues to amplify
Moroccan internal unrest.

Long Term (1-5 Years) Algeria’s push for
"digital sovereignty" will likely lead to the
creation of a nationalized cloud infrastructure,
reducing the role of Western tech firms in
government operations. The
completion of the mining rail network could
transform the eastern highlands into a global
h for raw material r ing,
fundamentally altering Algeria’s rentier-state
profile. If the leadership program succeeds, a
new generation of state-aligned technocrats
will emerge to manage these modernized
sectors.

successful

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The international community should
recognize Algeria’s growing role as a
ilizin ner rtner for the Sahel,
potentially channeling development aid
through Algerian-led technical programs.

* Diplomatic engagement must account for
Algeria’s new cybersecurity posture, which
may complicate data-sharing agreements
and international law enforcement
cooperation.

* Monitor the Hormuz crisis’s impact on
Algerian natural gas pricing mechanisms,
as Algiers may seek to renegotiate long-
term contracts with European buyers.

For Private Sector/Investors:

e The Eastern Mining Railway presents

opportunities for industrial logistics and
mineral processing firms, provided they can
navigate strict state oversight.

* Cybersecurity firms may find a lucrative
market in providing specialized defensive
tools that align with the 2025-2029
strategy, particularly for "resilience" in the
energy and banking sectors.

Investors in southern Algeria must prepare
for strict contractual enforcement and

potential disruption from the state's
aggressive timeline for infrastructure
completion.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
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applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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