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CHINA PROJECTS DOMESTIC

STABILITY AND "WHOLE-PROCESS

DEMOCRACY" AMIDST A

CATASTROPHIC US-ISRAELI

MILITARY ESCALATION AGAINST

IRAN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  3,  2026,  presents  a  stark  global

dichotomy:  China  is  heavily  invested  in  a

domestic narrative of "Whole-Process People’s

Democracy"  and  cultural  celebration,  while

the Middle East descends into what appears

to be a full-scale regional war. State media is

prioritizing the lead-up to the "Two Sessions"

(NPC  and  CPPCC)  and  the  drafting  of  the

15th  Five-Year  Plan,  framing  the  Chinese

governance model as a "more authentic and

effective" alternative to Western systems. This

domestic  focus  on  long-term planning,  "new

quality  productive  forces"  like  Artificial

Intelligence, and social harmony during the

Lantern  Festival  serves  as  a  deliberate

counter-narrative  to  the  chaos  unfolding  in

West Asia.

The international landscape is dominated by a

massive US-Israeli  air  and ground campaign

against  Iran.  Reports  indicate  devastating

strikes on Iranian leadership facilities, nuclear

sites,  and civilian infrastructure,  including a

school  in  Minab.  Iran  has  responded  with

"Operation True Promise 4," launching waves

of missiles and drones at US bases in Bahrain,

Iraq,  and  the  UAE,  while  threatening  to

completely blockade the Strait of Hormuz.

The resulting surge in international oil prices

and the sharp decline in global equity markets

signal  a  period  of  extreme  geopolitical

instability  that  China  is  navigating  through

tactical  evacuations  and  diplomatic  calls  for

restraint.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Unprecedented  US-Israeli  Military

Campaign Against Iran

The US and Israel have entered the fourth

day  of  sustained  military  strikes against

Iranian targets,  including Tehran, Isfahan,

and Bushehr.

Israeli  forces  have  reportedly  destroyed

Iran’s "propaganda and media center" and

targeted  the  President’s  Office and

National Security Council buildings.

The  humanitarian  toll  is  rising,  with  787

reported deaths, including 165 schoolgirls

in a single incident in Minab, which Iran is

using  to  mobilize  international

condemnation.

Iran has retaliated by striking US bases in

Bahrain (Shaikh Isa Air Base) and the UAE,

claiming to have hit THAAD missile defense

systems.

Global Energy and Economic Shockwaves

International  oil  prices  have  spiked

significantly,  with  Brent  crude  reaching

$81.40 per barrel, a rise of nearly 5% in a

single session.
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Iran  has  declared  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

effectively  blocked,  with  dozens  of  oil

tankers reportedly idling or halted near the

chokepoint.

Major stock indices in Europe and the US,

including the DAX and CAC 40, have seen

sharp  declines  exceeding  3%  as  markets

price in regional war.

China’s "Two Sessions" and 15th Five-Year

Plan Rollout

State media is  flooding the airwaves with

the  concept  of  whole-process  people’s

democracy,  emphasizing  that  grassroots

voices  are  reaching  the  highest  levels  of

decision-making.

The CPPCC (National Committee) is set to

open its session on March 4, with a heavy

focus  on  the  15th  Five-Year  Plan  drafting

process.

The  government  is  highlighting  its

response  to  8,754  suggestions from

delegates  over  the  past  year  to  prove

administrative efficiency.

Accelerated AI and Tech Sovereignty

China  is  prioritizing  "New  Quality

Productive Forces," with a 17.1% share of

global  open-source  AI  model downloads,

ranking first globally.

The  Zhongguancun Academy in  Beijing  is

pioneering  a  new  "industry-university-

research"  model  to  integrate  AI  into

aviation engines and new materials.

A  significant  push  into  AI-integrated

consumer goods, such as AI toys for export,

is  being  framed  as  a  move  up  the  value

chain for Chinese manufacturing.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

The  conflict  is  testing  global  alliances;

Spain has refused the US use of its bases

for  strikes  against  Iran,  while  NATO  has

stated it will not participate.

China  is  facilitating  the  evacuation  of  its

citizens from  Iran  through  Armenia  and

Azerbaijan,  signaling  a  pragmatic  retreat

from the immediate combat zone.

Russia  is  attempting  to  mediate  through

Putin, though the likelihood of a trilateral

meeting  with  the  US  and  Ukraine/Iran

remains uncertain.

Energy Security

China  reached  a  milestone  in  2025,  with

total primary energy production exceeding

5 billion tons of standard coal for the first

time.

Non-fossil  energy accounted for over 50%

of  new  power  generation for  the  fourth

time  since  2020,  highlighting  a  strategic

shift away from oil dependency.

The Three Gorges Dam has begun its 45-

day maintenance cycle, a critical operation

for internal waterway security and energy

logistics.

Cybersecurity and National Security

The Ministry of State Security has issued a

high-level  warning regarding  foreign

spyware  and  cyberattacks  targeting

government and financial entities.

Authorities  are  emphasizing  the  risk  of

"trusted internal network" scans by foreign

actors to exfiltrate sensitive data during the

Two Sessions period.
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Domestic Stability & Social Order

China  reports  a  surge  in  cultural

consumption,  with  144  billion  RMB spent

during  the  Lunar  New  Year/Lantern

Festival  period,  a  10%  year-on-year

increase.

The "Spring Breeze Action" job fairs have

provided  20  million  positions to  stabilize

employment  for  graduates  and  migrant

workers.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  is  centered  on  the

finalization  of  the  15th  Five-Year  Plan

(2026-2030),  which is  being heralded as the

blueprint  for  "Chinese-style  modernization."

There  is  also  a  notable  push  for  local-level

regulations  to  improve  quality  of  life,

alongside international defense pacts.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

15th Five-Year  Plan Draft: Currently  in

the  final  review  stage,  focusing  on  high-

level  opening  up  and  "scientific  decision-

making" centered on the people.

Nanjing Student Physical Health Plan:

A local mandate requiring one PE class per

day for all compulsory education schools by

Autumn 2026.

Photovoltaic  Component  Recycling

Opinion: A multi-departmental guideline to

reach a 250,000-ton recycling capacity for

solar panels by 2027.

Stem Cell Data International Standard:

A  China-led  initiative  establishing  global

standards for cell morphology and function

data.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

CPPCC  Press  Conference: Spokesman

Liu  Jie  discussed  the  economic  situation,

emphasizing that China's long-term upward

trend remains unchanged despite external

"high winds and waves."

State  Council  Information  Office:

Released  data  on  wildlife  population

growth, noting that 80% of key species are

now effectively protected.

US  State  Department  Press  Briefing:

Confirmed drone attacks on US facilities in

Dubai  and  Erbil but  denied  intentional

targeting of schools in Iran.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Narrative of Superior Stability

China is using the current Middle East crisis

to  validate  its  own  governance  model.  By

contrasting  the  orderly  drafting of  the  15th

Five-Year  Plan  with  the  "unauthorized"  and

"destructive"  wars  led  by  the  US,  Beijing  is

making a case for "Whole-Process Democracy"

as a guarantor of security and development.

The  heavy  focus  on  the  Lantern  Festival

celebrations  and  wildlife  protection (e.g.,

the rehabilitation of the leopard "Wenwei No.

1")  serves  as  "soft"  power  counter-

programming to the "hard" power of the US-

Israeli strikes.

Energy  Decoupling  and  Strategic

Reserves

The  threat  to  the  Strait  of  Hormuz is  no

longer  a  theoretical  risk  but  an  active

disruption. China's reporting on its non-fossil

fuel electricity gains and record-breaking coal

production  indicates  an  aggressive  push  for

energy  self-sufficiency  to  mitigate  precisely
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this kind of maritime chokepoint vulnerability.

While  China  remains  the  world's  largest  oil

importer, the domestic emphasis on nuclear

and  solar  recycling suggests  a  long-term

goal  of  neutralizing energy as a  geopolitical

lever  held  by  Western  or  Middle  Eastern

actors.

AI as a National Security Frontier

The transcripts reveal that AI is no longer just

a commercial sector but a core component of

state  capacity.  From  AI-optimized  engine

design to  the  proliferation  of  AI-enabled

consumer goods,  China is  attempting to use

this  technology  to  overcome  demographic

challenges (labor costs) and technical "choke

points" (high-end manufacturing). The release

of  the  book  "Xi  Jinping’s  Economic

Thought"  coincides  with  this  tech  push,

suggesting  that  centralized  control  over  AI

development is now a doctrinal requirement.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect  extreme

volatility in energy markets as the blockade

of  Hormuz  persists.  China  will  likely

accelerate  the  evacuation  of  its  personnel

from  the  Gulf  region  while  increasing

diplomatic rhetoric against "unilateral military

action."  Domestic  "Two  Sessions"  coverage

will  focus  on  policy  continuity to  reassure

international  investors  of  China’s  relative

safety  as  a  "haven"  compared  to  the

destabilized West.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  15th

Five-Year  Plan will  likely  be  revised  to

include  even  more  aggressive  targets  for

strategic  reserves (food,  energy,  and

minerals) in response to the fragility of global

supply chains. If the conflict in Iran leads to a

change in the Supreme Leader (as hinted by

strikes on the Expert Council), China will face

a  critical  test  in  maintaining  its  influence  in

Tehran  against  a  potentially  chaotic

succession.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): China’s  "Whole-

Process  Democracy"  narrative  will  likely

become  a  cornerstone  of  its  Global

Governance outreach,  seeking  to  draw  a

permanent line between "stable, consultative

autocracy"  and  "chaotic,  warlike  Western

democracy."  The  integration  of  AI  into  the

physical  economy will  determine  whether

China  can  maintain  its  5%+ growth  targets

amidst  a  shrinking  workforce  and  a

fragmenting global trade system.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security  Architecture: The  US-Israeli

strikes  on  Iranian  nuclear  and  leadership

sites mark a permanent shift in the regional

security  posture.  Neutral  states  must

prepare for a prolonged war of 4-5 weeks

minimum as stated by US officials.

Diplomatic Alignment: Spain’s refusal of

base usage indicates a growing fissure in

Western  coalition  cohesion regarding

"out-of-area"  military  operations,  which

China  will  exploit  to  build  alternative

"peace" coalitions.

Energy  Strategy: Nations  must

immediately activate strategic petroleum

reserves as  the  Hormuz  chokepoint

remains non-functional, with no evidence of

mines  but  significant  psychological  and

physical deterrence.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Risk: The  spiking

international  shipping  and  oil  costs will

necessitate  immediate  price  adjustments

across manufacturing and logistics sectors.

Investment  Climate: While  Western

markets are retreating, China is signaling

an  opening  in  high-level  vocational

education and AI-integrated manufacturing,

presenting a risk-reward trade-off between

geopolitical tension and state-backed sector

growth.

Cyber Vigilance: The Two Sessions period

is  a  peak  window  for  state-level  cyber

activity;  firms  operating  in  China  should

audit  their  "trusted"  internal  network

credentials  and  prepare  for  heightened

regulatory scrutiny over data security.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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