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GLOBAL GEOPOLITICAL

INSTABILITY INTENSIFIES AS US-

ISRAEL STRIKES ON IRAN

COINCIDE WITH CHINA’S

STRATEGIC PIVOT TO THE 15TH

FIVE-YEAR PLAN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  3,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point  in  global  security  and  economic

planning. The day was dominated by the rapid

escalation  of  kinetic  conflict  in  the  Middle

East,  with  the  United  States  and  Israel

entering the fourth day of a massive military

campaign  against  Iran.  Reports  indicate

unprecedented  strikes  on  Iranian  leadership

centers,  nuclear  facilities  at  Natanz,  and

military infrastructure, following the reported

assassination of Iran’s Supreme Leader. This

has  triggered  a  massive  regional  response,

including  Iranian  drone  and  missile  strikes

against U.S. naval assets and bases in Qatar

and Bahrain, and the claimed closure of the

Strait of Hormuz, immediately driving global

oil prices up by over 6%.

Simultaneously, China is projecting an image

of  absolute  domestic  stability  and  long-term

strategic foresight.  The opening of the "Two

Sessions"—specifically  the  14th  National

Committee  of  the  Chinese  People's  Political

Consultative  Conference  (CPPCC)—serves  as

the platform for launching the drafting of the

15th  Five-Year  Plan (2026-2030).  Beijing  is

leveraging  its  reported  2025  economic

milestone  of  exceeding  140  trillion  yuan  in

GDP to pivot toward "New Quality Productive

Forces,"  emphasizing AI,  humanoid  robotics,

and  green  energy  as  the  next  drivers  of

growth. The state narrative contrasts its "all-

process  people's  democracy"  and  orderly

governance  with  what  it  characterizes  as

"illegal"  and "unilateral"  Western aggression

that threatens the international system.

The convergence of  these events suggests a

world bifurcating between high-tech domestic

development in the East and a deteriorating

security architecture in the West and Middle

East.  While the U.S.  faces domestic protests

and legislative challenges to presidential war

powers, China is consolidating its regulatory

and  technological  sovereignty  by  releasing

international  standards  for  AI  and stem cell

research, positioning itself as the stabilizer of

the "Global South."

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The US-Israel-Iran Conflict (Day 4) 

The conflict has escalated beyond targeted

strikes  to  a  broader  regional  war,  with

Israel  striking  over  600  Iranian  targets,

including government ministries and media

centers in Tehran.

Iran has retaliated with its  16th round of

"True Promise" operations, utilizing attack

drones  and  ballistic  missiles against  the

USS  Abraham  Lincoln  and  U.S.  bases  in

Qatar and Bahrain.
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A  temporary  leadership  committee has

been formed in Tehran to select a successor

to  the  Supreme  Leader,  while  Lebanon’s

Hezbollah  has  intensified  attacks  on

northern Israel in coordination with Iranian

efforts.

The humanitarian toll is rising, with reports

of 787 deaths in Iran and a strike on a girls'

school  in  Minab  causing  significant

casualties.

Global Energy and Economic Shock 

The IRGC claimed the Strait of Hormuz is

now  closed,  leading  to  26  tankers  idling

and 27 more halting operations, impacting

20% of global oil supply.

International  oil  prices spiked,  with Brent

crude  rising  nearly  7% to  over  $77  per

barrel,  while  Qatar  Petroleum  suspended

LNG production due to  collateral  damage

from strikes.

Global  stock  markets  in  Europe  and  the

U.S.  closed  significantly  lower  as  market

volatility  surged in  response  to  the

geopolitical risk.

China’s "Two Sessions" and the 15th Five-

Year Plan 

The  CPPCC  announced  the  conclusion  of

the 14th Five-Year Plan and the transition

to the 15th Five-Year Plan drafting phase,

focusing  on  "forward-looking  strategic

tasks."

China  reported  record-breaking  Spring

Festival  data,  with  9.5  billion  passenger

trips and  803.4  billion  yuan  in  tourism

consumption,  signaling  a  robust  domestic

consumer market.

Beijing  is  emphasizing  "New  Quality

Productive  Forces,"  with  a  focus  on

strategic emerging industries such as low-

altitude economy, quantum technology, and

brain-machine interfaces.

Technological Sovereignty and Standards 

China  has  released  the  2026  Humanoid

Robot and Embodied Intelligence Standard

System, covering the full  life  cycle of  the

industry  from  underlying  technology  to

safety ethics.

The  first  international  standard  for  stem

cell data core characteristics, led by China,

was  officially  published,  filling  a  global

regulatory gap.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security and Resilience 

China  reports  that  non-fossil  fuel  energy

consumption now accounts for over 20% of

primary  energy,  exceeding  its  14th  FYP

goals and reaching parity with G7 nations.

The  Ministry  of  Industry  and  Information

Technology (MIIT) issued guidelines for the

comprehensive  utilization  of  photovoltaic

components to  ensure  green  production

and resource recovery by 2027.

Labor  market  "Spring  Breeze"  initiatives

have released 13 million jobs to  facilitate

post-holiday industrial  recovery and rural-

urban labor transition.

National Security and Cybersecurity 

State  security  agencies  issued  warnings

regarding  overseas  phishing  attacks

disguised  as  electronic  invoices  used  to

exfiltrate sensitive research and corporate

data.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_194400
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_133000_11
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260303_220000


China  reaffirmed  its  commitment  to  "all-

process  people's  democracy"  as  a

mechanism  for  transforming  grassroots

feedback into  major  state  decisions,

reinforcing domestic legitimacy.

International Relations and Diplomacy 

Foreign  Minister  Wang  Yi  conducted  a

flurry  of  diplomatic  calls  with  Russia,

France, Iran, and Oman, advocating for an

immediate ceasefire and a return to the UN

framework.

China is positioning itself as the leader of

the  "Global  South,"  with  its  poverty

reduction experience being promoted as a

model for international cooperation against

the "law of the jungle."

The  UN  Security  Council,  under  Chinese

and  Russian  pressure,  held  emergency

sessions  to  condemn  the  escalation and

protect civilian infrastructure in the Middle

East.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  current  political  window  in  China  is

focused on the formalization of the 15th Five-

Year Plan and the annual review of legislative

proposals  that  bridge  the  gap  between

economic  growth  and  social  welfare.  In  the

United  States,  the  focus  has  shifted  to

emergency war power restrictions.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED 

Draft  15th  Five-Year  Plan  (China): A

comprehensive  framework  for  strategic

emerging  industries and  "deep-sea  and

space  exploration"  to  be  finalized  during

the current legislative session.

War Powers Resolution (USA): The U.S.

Congress is expected to vote this week on

restricting  the  President's  war-making

authority following  strikes  on  Iran  that

lacked prior congressional approval.

Proposal  on  Youth  Physical  Health

(China): A  CPPCC  proposal  to  improve

child health standards has been prioritized

for inter-departmental handling.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

CPPCC Press Conference: Spokesperson

Liu Jieyi detailed the seven-day agenda for

the national advisory body and highlighted

its role in drafting the 15th FYP.

US Congressional Intelligence Briefing:

Intelligence officials reportedly admitted to

lawmakers that there was no evidence of an

"imminent" Iranian attack prior to the U.S.

strikes,  contradicting earlier  White  House

claims.

German Military Report: The Bundestag

released  its  2025  military  report,  noting

severe personnel shortages despite targets

to expand to 260,000 active troops by 2035.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Narrative  of  Order  vs.  Chaos A

dominant theme across all  broadcasts is  the

juxtaposition of  China as  a  harbor  of  global

order  and  development  against  a  West

characterized by "insane international policy."

The  transcripts  emphasize  China’s  "all-

process  people's  democracy" as  a  highly

efficient and legitimate system, while painting

the Trump administration as "out of control"

and engaged in "illegal wars" to distract from

domestic  crises.  This  framing is  designed to

appeal  to  the  "Global  South"  and  domestic

audiences by highlighting the success of the
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14th  Five-Year  Plan compared  to  Western

military interventions.

Transition  to  "Intelligent"  Sovereignty

China is moving beyond simple manufacturing

to setting the rules for the next generation of

technology.  The  release  of  humanoid  robot

standards and stem cell protocols indicates a

coordinated  push  to  gain  first-mover

advantages  in  regulatory  environments.  By

embedding  AI  into  everything  from  toys  in

Yiwu to  heavy  industrial  "Great  Power

Craftsman"  projects,  China  is  attempting  to

immunize its supply chain from Western tech

sanctions  through  deep  integration  and

domestic standard-setting.

Weaponization of Global Commodities The

conflict  has  moved  from  purely  military

targets to the systematic targeting of energy

infrastructure.  The  closure  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz and the strikes on Iranian refineries

are not isolated tactical events but a strategic

attempt to reorganize global energy markets.

China’s  reported  record  domestic  energy

production (surpassing  5  billion  tons  of

standard coal)  is  being used to demonstrate

resilience against these global shocks, even as

its  oil  imports  remain  vulnerable  to  the

Hormuz blockade.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) 

Expect  extreme  volatility  in  energy

markets;  if  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  remains

closed, global logistics costs will  surge as

ships reroute around Africa.

Internal instability in Iran may peak as the

selection  of  a  new  Supreme  Leader

proceeds  under  bombardment,  potentially

leading  to  further  "True  Promise"

retaliatory strikes on Western assets.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) 

China  will  formally  integrate  the  high-

standard opening of the Hainan Free Trade

Port into  its  15th  FYP,  aiming  to  attract

global  capital  fleeing the unstable  Middle

East and European markets.

The  U.S.  may  face  a  significant

constitutional crisis or legislative paralysis

as  Congress  attempts  to  claw  back  war

powers from the executive branch ahead of

the midterm elections.

Long Term (1-5 Years) 

The 15th Five-Year Plan will likely result in

a technological decoupling, with China-led

standards in AI and Biotech becoming the

default for Eurasia and the Global South.

The  Middle  East  security  map  may

permanently  shift  away  from  U.S.

hegemony if regional powers like Qatar and

Saudi  Arabia continue  to  see  their

infrastructure  damaged  by  collateral

warfare,  potentially  seeking  security

guarantees from Beijing or Moscow.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy 

Security:  Urgent  need  for  a  multilateral

maritime  task  force  to  reopen  Hormuz;

unilateral  actions  are  likely  to  fail  or

escalate further.

Diplomatic:  Monitor  the  China-Russia

coordination in the UN Security Council, as

they  are  successfully  building  a  coalition

against "unilateralism."
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Humanitarian:  Immediate  protection  for

civilian  nuclear  facilities is  required  to

prevent  accidental  radiological  leaks from

kinetic strikes.

For Private Sector/Investors 

Supply  Chain:  Manufacturers  must

accelerate  diversification  away  from  the

Middle East energy corridor; war insurance

for shipping has already been canceled for

many regional routes.

Compliance:  Tech  firms must  monitor  the

new Chinese AI and robotics standards, as

they will likely become mandatory for any

firm  operating  in  the  Chinese  market

during the 15th FYP.

Investment:  Growth  opportunities  are

emerging  in  Chinese  non-fossil  energy

sectors and  "New  Quality  Productive

Forces," which are being heavily subsidized

to ensure state resilience.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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