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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 3, 2026, marks a pivotal inflection
point as the confirmation of Iranian Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei's death has
been martered accelerates a regional

conflagration with profound implications for
Nigerian economic and national security. The
ongoing U.S.-Israeli military operation, "Epic
Fury," has entered its fourth day, resulting in
the closure of the Strait of Hormuz threats
to shipping and a subsequent 25% surge in
global oil prices. Nigeria finds itself in a
paradoxical "double-edged sword" scenario:
while the Federation Account expects a
windfall from Brent Crude prices exceeding
$80 per barrel, domestic consumers are
facing immediate petrol price hikes ex-depot
price at the Dangote Refinery, threatening to
exacerbate a persistent inflation crisis.

Domestically, the Tinubu administration is
leveraging this period of global chaos to
solidify its fiscal and political foundations. The
appointment of technocrat Taiwo Oyedele

Minister of State for finance as Minister of
State for Finance signals a desperate pivot
toward aggressive revenue generation and tax
reform. Simultaneously, the ruling All
Progressives Congress (APC) has effectively
"gamed" the electoral calendar through the
2026 Electoral Act, using state congresses to
endorse President Tinubu sour presidential
candidate for a 2027 second term while the
opposition remains fragmented. However,
underlying state capacity remains fragile,
evidenced by a significant security breach at
Abuja airport alleged security bridge
involving former Governor Nasir El-Rufai and
the continued inability to secure the
"ungoverned spaces" of the North-Central and
North-East regions.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Middle
Fallout

East War and Global

* The confirmation of Ayatollah Khamenei’s
death by the Iranian Ambassador to Kenya
has triggered a wave of retaliatory

strikes will not go unpunished against U.S.

and Israeli interests across the Gulf.

* The U.S. has confirmed the killing of six
American soldiers Iranian strike on
Kuwait in a missile strike on a military
facility in Kuwait.

* The Nigerian Christian Pilgrimage
Commission (NCPC) has suspended all
pilgrimages returns to the region to Israel
and Jordan indefinitely, citing non-
negotiable safety concerns.

e U.S. President Donald Trump has warned
that it is too late to negotiate peace as
turns air defense, claiming Iran's
leadership and military infrastructure are
largely degraded.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_213000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_163000

Nigerian

Fiscal and Cabinet

Restructuring

Internal

President Tinubu appointed Taiwo Oyedele
as Minister of State for Finance, a move
seen as integrating the "brain" of tax

reform brain hind th ntir rmen
directly into policy implementation.
The Dangote Refinery has increased

petrol prices revised rates from 774 to
over 900 Naira per liter, citing the impact
of global crude price spikes.

Financial analysts predict the Naira may
strengthen Naira will strengthen in the
short term due to higher oil revenues and
managed reserves, though inflationary
pressures on consumers will persist.

Law

Security and

Enforcement

Five security officers from the DSS,
Immigration, and Customs were detained
for facilitating a security breach
facilitate unauthorized entry at Nnamdi
Azikiwe International Airport involving
Nasir El-Rufai.

Governor Amadu Fintiri of Adamawa State
defected to the APC officially defected,
claiming the move was necessary to align
the state with the federal government for
development.

The Medical and Dental Practitioners
Investigation Panel suspended three
doctors alleged negligence related to the
death of author Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie's son.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Nigeria is

Energy Security & Infrastructure

e The closure of the Strait of Hormuz

shipping through the straight poses a
critical threat to global supply chains,

specifically petroleum and LNG flows.

* The Rural Electrification Agency (REA) is

attempting to mitigate energy gaps through
a $750 million project aiming to electrify
17.5 million Nigerians 1,350 mini grids
via mini-grids and solar home systems.

International Relations & Foreign
Policy

maintaining a posture of
cautious restraint urges seiz fire, calling
for a ceasefire in the Middle East while
monitoring the safety of its citizens in the
Gulf region.

* Former Senegalese President Macky Sall

officially entered the race has entered the

race for UN Secretary-General, reflecting a
shift in African diplomatic ambitions.

Statecraft & Financial Resilience

* The adoption of the cNGN stablecoin not

a mass adoption remains low among
everyday users, though businesses are
increasingly utilizing it for fast, low-fee

cross-border settlements.

The African Continental Free Trade
Area (AfCFTA) losing some benefits
implementation is under scrutiny, with
experts warning that Nigeria's lack of
legislative representation may cost the
nation significant economic advantages.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CHANNELSTV_20260303_190000

Elite Politics & Succession

Dynamics

* APC congresses in Gombe, Edo, and Bauchi
have turned into endorsement rallies
Tinubu as party's loan for Tinubu's 2027
candidacy, signaling an early closure of the
internal primary process.

*In Ondo State, parallel congresses
election divided and court injunctions
reveal deep fissures between the state
executive and federal interests (Interior
Minister Tunji-Ojo).

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The 10th National Assembly is characterized
by "institutional = gaming," prioritizing
legislation that favors the ruling party’s 2027
prospects, such as the 2026 Electoral Act

unsettled the opposition, while facing
criticism for delays in constitutional
amendments regarding State Police

incorpor li and women's

parliamentary seats.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* 2026 Electoral Act: Contentious for its
shortened primary timelines and the "real-
time" transmission clause, which some
argue stifles the opposition unable to
catch up.

* Tax Reform Bills: Backed by new Minister
Taiwo Oyedele, aimed at consolidating

the tax system comprehensive tax reform

and increasing non-oil revenue.

Constitutional Amendment Bills: Youth
groups are protesting delays in bills for
independent candidacy pending
constitutional reviewed and special seats
for women.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Budget Defense (Judiciary): Lawmakers
queried the inadequate release of funds
inadequate release of elsewhere for the
Ministry of Justice despite the rise in
transnational crime.

* CAC Registrar Hearing: The Senate
Committee on Finance rescinded a removal
recommendation for the CAC Registrar

General removal the regqistried general

after he showed "genuine remorse" for
prior absences.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Gaza
Regional Deterrence

Treatment" and

Security analysts suggest the U.S. and Israel
are applying a “Gaza Treatment” strategy
took away their air defense to Iran—
systematically degrading air defenses to allow
for unhindered aerial bombardment. The goal
appears to be a rapid decapitation of the
clerical regime decapacitate the leadership
before Iran can finalize its nuclear
capabilities. However, Iran’s strategy of "long

endurance engagement" using cheap drones
to deplete expensive Western air defense
stocks flying out cheap drone poses a risk of a
protracted war of attrition that could
destabilize the global energy market for
years.

The Dual Reality of the Nigerian
Economy

Nigeria is economic
divergence. On the macro level, high oil
prices are narrowing the budget deficit deficit
will decline. On the micro level, the removal
of subsidies and the "alignment" with

experiencing an
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international prices at the Dangote Refinery
are squeezing the middle class strain on
i le income. The appointment of
Oyedele suggests the government is moving
away from ‘'subsidy-driven" governance
toward a "tax-driven" model, which could
trigger social unrest if service delivery does
not improve concurrently.

Institutionalized Electioneering

A significant trend is the early endorsement
of Tinubu strategizing, people are doing by
state governors and party structures nearly
two years before the election. This suggests a
move toward a "one-party state" sentiment
not a good democratic tendency, where the
APC uses its control over the legislative and
electoral framework to make opposition
competition nearly impossible. The defection
of Fintiri and the collapse of the opposition's
"stability" growth, stability precedes growth
further entrench this dominant-party system.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect protests
at petrol stations as Dangote's price hikes
filter to the pump. The Nigerian government
will likely launch evacuation flights

reputation flights from Oman and Saudi

Arabia for stranded citizens. Continued
volatility in gold and oil no chances getting
any resistance will dominate the NGX and
global exchanges.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The 2026
Budget implementation personnel budget is
6.6 will face hurdles as inflation outpaces
revenue projections. If the Strait of Hormuz
remains closed, global recession staring at
recession is a high-probability event, which
could force Nigeria into another round of

"palliatives" distribution of palliatives to

prevent civil unrest.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The shift to digital
payments and the cNGN stablecoin Naira
then exists on the blockchain could
fundamentally reorder West African trade,
reducing reliance on the USD for regional
settlements. However, if State Police abuse
by politicians is not carefully legislated,
Nigeria risks a
authoritarianism
governors.

return to localized

under powerful state

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic Neutrality: Nigeria must
resist U.S. pressure to take an active side
in the Iran conflict government directly
has no bone to avoid domestic religious
friction.

* Maritime Security: Bolster the Navy's
capacity in the Gulf of Guinea no missile
boat as global shipping routes may pivot
away from the Middle East.

« AfCFTA Engagement: Ensure the
National Assembly ratifies all

outstanding protocols strengthen the
capacity of legislature to capitalize on the

shift in global trade lanes toward the
Africa-Asia corridor.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Currency Hedging: While the Naira may
see short-term appreciation naira will
strengthen the short term, long-term
inflationary risks remain. Investors should
hedge using stablecoins like USDT or

cNGN more popular like USDC.
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* Energy Transition: Rapidly pivot toward
renewable energy and mini-grids
electrifying 17.5 million to insulated
businesses from the volatility of PMS/Diesel
prices.

* Compliance Monitoring: Monitor the
new cashless airport policies new

cashless payment and customs reforms

border security to avoid logistical

bottlenecks in the supply chain.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television

news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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