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GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS

TRIGGERED BY MIDDLE EAST WAR

PUTS TAIWAN’S STRATEGIC

RESERVES AND DOMESTIC

GOVERNANCE UNDER EXTREME

STRESS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  3,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point  as  the  conflict  between  the  United

States,  Israel,  and Iran escalates into a full-

scale regional war, severely disrupting global

energy flows. The reported decapitation strike

against  Iranian  Supreme  Leader  Khamenei

and subsequent Iranian retaliatory strikes on

Saudi and Qatari  energy infrastructure have

effectively  paralyzed  the  Strait  of  Hormuz.

This  geopolitical  earthquake  has  sent

international oil prices surging over 10% and

forced a mass evacuation of global elites and

foreign nationals from the region. For Taiwan,

which  relies  on  the  Middle  East  for  a  vast

portion  of  its  energy,  this  development  has

exposed a dangerous vulnerability:  a natural

gas reserve estimated at  only  8  to  11 days,

sparking urgent calls for a return to nuclear

power  and  criticism  of  the  current

administration’s "green energy" transition.

Domestically,  the  Taiwan  government  is

struggling to maintain focus amidst a flurry of

scandals and controversial  symbolic policies.

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior's  proposal  to

rename  a  major  thoroughfare  near  the

Legislative  Yuan  to  Dulles  Avenue has  been

met  with  public  derision  and  accusations  of

excessive  ideological  posturing.

Simultaneously,  the  ruling  party  faces  a

significant  moral  crisis  following  reports  of

legislator  Wang  Ding-yu's  alleged  affair  and

overnight stay at a luxury residence linked to

an  aesthetic  medicine  mogul.  These

distractions  are  compounded by  evidence of

systemic failure in public order, ranging from

a  bizarre  workplace  bullying incident

involving  a  police  precinct  chief  to  a  tragic

hit-and-run  involving  a  group  of  eight

undocumented migrant workers.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Total  War  in  the  Middle  East  and

Energy Blockade 

The  United  States  and  Israel  launched

massive  coordinated  strikes,  reportedly

including  a  decapitation  operation

against Iranian leadership, leading to the

death  of  Khamenei’s  wife  and  his  own

incapacitation.

Iran responded by blocking the Strait of

Hormuz,  impacting  20% of  the  world's

oil  supply  and  causing  at  least  three

tankers  to  be  attacked  in  the  Persian

Gulf.

Major  energy facilities,  including Saudi

Arabia’s Ras Tanura refinery and Qatar’s

LNG  production  lines,  have  been

targeted by missiles and drones, leading

to an immediate suspension of exports.
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Taiwan’s  Imminent  Energy  Security

Crisis 

Economic  officials  admit  that  Taiwan’s

natural  gas  supply will  face  extreme

pressure  by  April,  as  current  reserves

only last roughly 11 days under normal

consumption.

Critics  argue  that  the  "Non-Nuclear

Home" policy has left the island critically

dependent on expensive and vulnerable

LNG imports, while domestic renewable

energy  accounts  for  less  than  10%  of

total generation.

The government is reportedly preparing

to reactivate coal-fired plants as a last-

resort  emergency  measure  to  prevent

blackouts.

Ideological  Warfare  and  the  "Dulles

Avenue" Controversy 

A proposal to rename Zhongshan South

Road  to  "Dulles  Avenue"  (honoring  the

architect  of  the  San  Francisco  Peace

Treaty) has sparked a legal status debate

regarding  Taiwan's  sovereignty  and  its

alignment with the U.S.

Public reaction is largely negative, with

citizens  viewing  the  move  as  an

ideological  distraction from  pressing

economic and security issues.

High-Level  Political  and  Social

Scandals 

DPP  Legislator  Wang  Ding-yu  is

embroiled in a new extramarital scandal,

with reports alleging he was caught in a

luxury home owned by the girlfriend of a

major medical group chairman.

A  police  precinct  chief  in  Keelung was

sanctioned  for  licking  a  motorcycle to

humiliate a subordinate over cleanliness,

an  incident  decried  as  egregious

workplace bullying.

Advances  and  Malpractice  in  AI

Technology 

Chinese-produced  AI  short  dramas  are

achieving  record-breaking  viewership

(500  million  views)  at  a  fraction  of

traditional production costs.

A  new form of  cybercrime  emerged  in

Taiwan  where  a  resident  used  AI-

generated  photos of  a  smashed  car  to

trick  a  neighbor  into  moving  their

vehicle,  leading  to  police  intervention

and charges of forgery.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: The closure of the Strait of

Hormuz represents a "nightmare scenario" for

Taiwan’s energy-intensive economy. With 70%

of ships in the region forced to reroute and

LNG  prices  potentially  spiking  to  $133,

Taiwan's  11-day  natural  gas  buffer  is

insufficient  for  a  prolonged  conflict.  The

administration  is  being  pressured  to  re-

evaluate  nuclear  power (specifically  the

Maanshan  plant)  to  reduce  reliance  on

vulnerable sea lanes.

National  Security  &  Diplomatic

Engagement: The  U.S.  "Operation  Arid

Wrath" has shifted from deterrence to active

degradation  of  Iranian military  capabilities.

While  the  U.S.  claims  these  strikes  are

preventative,  analysts  suggest  the  true  goal

may be securing oil resources and countering

Chinese  influence  in  the  Middle  East.

Meanwhile,  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs

(MOFA)  is  criticized  for  lacking  a

comprehensive  evacuation  plan for  the

3,000+  Taiwanese  citizens  currently  in  the

conflict zone.

Domestic Stability & Social Order: A series

of  high-profile  traffic  accidents  and  crimes

involving  undocumented  migrant  workers
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(including a hit-and-run in Nantou that killed

a  motorcyclist)  suggests  a  breakdown  in

administrative  oversight.  Furthermore,  the

Keelung  police  bullying scandal  undermines

public trust in law enforcement leadership at

a time of national anxiety.

Technology  Policy  &  Cybersecurity: The

rise of  AI-generated content is  creating new

challenges  for  legal  systems.  The  AI

vandalism prank highlights how easily digital

tools  can  be  used  to  fabricate  criminal

evidence and mislead emergency services. On

a  strategic  level,  the  deployment  of  "robot

phones"  with  automated  gimbal  cameras at

MWC  2026  signals  a  shift  toward  more

autonomous mobile  surveillance and sensing

capabilities.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activities  were  dominated  by

emergency  energy  planning  and  heated

debates over symbolic sovereignty measures.

The government is  struggling to justify  high

defense spending and green energy costs as

the  global  economy  enters  a  war-footing

phase.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Nuclear Power Extension: Calls for the

Legislative  Yuan  to  fast-track  the

extension  of  nuclear  plants  to  mitigate

energy shortages caused by the Middle

East war.

Road  Renaming  Policy: The

controversial proposal by the Ministry of

the  Interior  to  rename  sections  of

Zhongshan South Road to Dulles Avenue,

ostensibly to mark the anniversary of the

San Francisco Peace Treaty.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Energy Security Emergency Meeting:

The  Ministry  of  Economic  Affairs

announced  it  will  hold  weekly  price

meetings starting  March  3  to  manage

the impact of the oil and gas price surge.

MOFA Press Briefing: Deputy Minister

Wu Chih-chung stated  that  while  other

nations  are  evacuating citizens,  Taiwan

currently  has  no  evacuation  plan,

claiming  the  current  situation  is

manageable through commercial flights.

Legislative  Inquiry  on  Corruption:

Lawmakers questioned the allocation of

"Black  Hole"  funds  for  green  energy,

noting  that  budgets  have  ballooned  by

87.7 billion TWD without clear results.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Fragility of the "Green Transition"

The current crisis has exposed a fundamental

disconnect  between  Taiwan's  environmental

goals  and  its  survival  needs.  The  pivot  to

natural gas was intended to reduce pollution,

but the Hormuz blockade proves that gas is a

geopolitical liability for an island nation. The

rhetoric  of  "energy  independence"  is  being

replaced  by  a  grim  reality  where  the  state

may have to choose between burning coal to

keep  the  lights  on  or  risking  economic

collapse.  The  trend  suggests  a  significant

public and political  backlash against current

energy policies is brewing.

Ideology vs. Pragmatism

The  "Dulles  Avenue"  proposal  and  the

continued focus  on "de-Sinicization"  through

road  names  are  increasingly  viewed  as

political  theater meant  to  distract  from

governance failures. As war rages abroad and

energy  reserves  dwindle  at  home,  the  gap
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between  the  administration's  ideological

priorities and the public's material concerns is

widening. This tension is further exacerbated

by high-profile elite  scandals (like the Wang

Ding-yu  affair),  which  fuel  a  narrative  of  a

ruling class that is out of touch and morally

compromised.

AI as a Tool of Social Manipulation

Artificial  Intelligence  is  moving  beyond  the

realm of entertainment into social engineering

and crime.  The AI  fake  vandalism case  is  a

harbinger of a future where "truth" is easily

manufactured  to  manipulate  neighbors  or

authorities.  This  development,  alongside  the

disruption  of  the  film  industry by  AI  short

dramas,  indicates that  the state's  regulatory

framework  is  woefully  behind  the  pace  of

technological misuse.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect immediate

volatility  in  electricity  and  fuel  prices.  The

government will  likely implement emergency

price  controls or  subsidies  to  avoid  public

unrest.  If  the  Hormuz  blockade  persists,

Taiwan  may  have  to  begin  industrial  power

rationing.  Pressure  on  MOFA  to  charter

evacuation flights will reach a fever pitch as

other nations complete their withdrawals from

the Middle East.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  debate

over  nuclear  power  will  likely  force  a

legislative  reversal of  the  planned

decommissioning  of  the  Maanshan  plant.

Inflation will  become the dominant domestic

issue,  potentially  leading  to  social  unrest  if

real wages continue to stagnate while energy

costs double. Political realignment is possible

as  the  "Green"  coalition  faces  internal

fracturing over scandals and policy failures.

Long  Term (1-5  Years): Taiwan  will  likely

seek  to  radically  diversify  its  energy  supply

chains, moving away from Middle Eastern gas

toward  North  American  and  Australian

sources,  despite  higher  costs.  The  "Dulles

Avenue" type of symbolic diplomacy may give

way  to  more  concrete,  survival-oriented

military and resource alliances. The use of AI

in  domestic  influence  operations  will

necessitate a new legal architecture for digital

sovereignty.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Governments must immediately coordinate

on  securing  alternative  LNG shipping

routes  and  storage  facilities  outside  the

Persian  Gulf  to  prevent  global  economic

paralysis.

Taiwan  must  balance  its  "pro-US"

alignment  with  a  pragmatic  humanitarian

and evacuation strategy that does not rely

solely  on  commercial  providers  during

active conflicts.

Strategic partners should assist Taiwan in

expanding  its  energy  reserve capacity

beyond  the  current  11-day  threshold  to

enhance regional stability.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Sector: Investors  should  pivot

toward  nuclear  and  long-term  storage

technologies  as  the  limitations  of  just-in-

time LNG delivery are exposed.

Supply  Chain  Risk: Companies  with

Middle Eastern dependencies must activate

contingency  logistics as  shipping  costs

through  the  Hormuz  Strait  become

prohibitive.
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AI  &  Security: The  rise  of  AI-generated

fraud creates a massive market for digital

forensic  tools  and  verification  services  to

protect corporate and public assets.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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