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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

GLOBAL FRACTURE: MIDDLE EAST TOTAL WAR
& RUSSIA’S DIGITAL AUTOCRACY ’;

; : (MARCH 2026 Report Summary) =l

THE SPARK:
MIDDLE EAST EXPLODES

US Israel Strikes.
Strait of Hormuz Frozen.

\ ‘\\

THE LOCKDOWN:
RUSSIA'S INTERNAL PURGE

Kremlin Exploits Chaos.
‘Digital Fortress’ Initiated.
Language & History Rewritten.

MIDDLE EAST: DESCENT INTO TOTAL WAR
(The Fire)

1, 200# US/Israel Slnkes Iran Hits UAE/Qatar Civil p
. US Ground Op

OIL PRICE SURGE
(+10-13%)

Strait of Hormuz Blocked (20% Global Oil).
Insurance Withdrawn. Global Logistics Reeling.

Mass Evacuatlon of Tourists via Overland Routes.

5=
RUSSIA: THE ISOLATIONIST ‘DIGITAL FORTRESS'
(The Ice)

DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY & SURVEILLANCE

Forced Migration to State-Controlled ‘Max’ Messenger
(FSB-linked). Telegram/WhatsApp Pressured Out.

i Treason'. Gulag Museum Closed.
History Replaced with ‘External Threats' Narrative.

ds Banned.

Central Asian States Scramble.

INSTITUTIONALIZED
AUTHORITARIANISM
State Ideology Codified in
Dictionaries. Dissent
Framed as Treason.

WEAPONIZATION OF
INFORMATION (IPSO;
False Flags & Panic Spreading
(e.g., ‘Metka' tactics)
Paralyze Response.

Redeflned as Effective Government.

TECHNOLOGICAL
FRONTIERS
Graphene Semiconductors &
Al Aging Prediction: New
Tools for Power & Control.

MONOPOLIZATION
OF SERVICES
State/Oligarch Capture of
Leisure & Gig Economy
via Licensing Lawfare.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS
(The Future Landscape)

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks):
US Ground War Decision Imminent.
Russia Mandates ‘Max’ for All
State Employees.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months):
Russian Science Stagnates (Isolation).
0il Stabilizes High ($90+).
Iranian Power Vacuum or Civil War.

LONG TERM (1-5 Years):
New M.E. Security Architecture.
Russia’s Permanent ‘Import Substitution’
Economy & Ecological Degradation. )

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: PRIVATE SECTOR ALERTS: )
Prevent Iranian Nuclear Proliferation. Permanent Strait of Hormuz Alternatives Needed.
‘Tech-for-Peace’ Diplomacy (Ukraine-Gulf Drones). Monitor Graphene Tech.

Monitor Russian Digital Ad Revenue.

Extreme Regulatory Risk in Russia (‘Language Purity’ Laws)./
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THE MIDDLE EAST ENTERS A STATE
OF TOTAL WAR FOLLOWING THE
DEATH OF IRAN'S SUPREME
LEADER, WHILE RUSSIA
ACCELERATES ITS TRANSITION
INTO AN ISOLATIONIST, HIGH-TECH
AUTOCRACY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 3, 2026, marks a pivotal escalation in
global instability, characterized by the
collapse of the Iranian leadership and the
Russian Federation's aggressive internal
"cleansing" of dissent, history, and language.
The Middle East has descended into a full-
scale conflict following the assassination of
Supreme lLeader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and
the subsequent death of his wife, Mansoureh
Khojasteh, from wounds sustained in U.S.-
Israeli airstrikes. As the U.S. administration
under Donald Trump contemplates a ground
operation in Iran, the global economy is
reeling from the blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz and a 10-13% surge in oil prices.
Central Asian states are scrambling to
repatriate thousands of tourists caught in the
crossfire in the UAE and Qatar, where Iranian

drone strikes have
infrastructure.

targeted civil

Domestically, the Kremlin is leveraging the
global chaos to
transformation into a "Digital Fortress." This
includes the for migration of citizen
the state-controlled "Max" messenger, the
systematic arrest of scientists for "high
treason” related to international
collaborations, and the literal rewriting of the
Russian language via a state-mandated
dictionary that defines authoritarianism as the
most effective form of government. The
closure of the Gulag History Museum and its
replacement with a "Fortress" museum
focused on external threats signals the state’s
total rejection of historical accountability in
favor of a permanent war footing.

finalize Russia’s

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Fall of the Iranian Clerical
State

* The Iranian government has confirmed the
death of Mansoureh Khojasteh, widow of
the 1 reme [ r Ali Khamenei,
following a period of 64 years of marriage.
Her death follows strikes that also killed
her daughter, son-in-law, and
granddaughter.

* The U.S. and Israel have conducted over
1,200 strikes in two days, with Secretary of
State Marco Rubio stating the strongest
strikes are yet to come, targeting Iran’s
ballistic missile and naval capabilities
rather than explicit "regime change."

* The Strait of Hormuz is effectively frozen
as shipping insurance coverage is
withdrawn, threatening 20% of the world’s
maritime oil export.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260303_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260303_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260303_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260303_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260303_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260303_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260303_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260303_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260303_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260303_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260303_083000

e I[ran has retaliated by striking American

bases and luxury hotels in the UAE and

Qatar, prompting a mass evacuation of
foreign nationals via overland routes
through Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan.

Russian Internal

"Digital Sovereignty"

Purge and

* The Kremlin is pressuring users to abandon

Telegram and WhatsApp for the state-
controlled Max messenger, which features
integrated FSB tracking and analytical
tools designed to identify "unreliable"
behavior.

» Thirty-one Russian scientists are currently
imprisoned on treason charges, primarily
those specializing in aerodynamics and
hypersonic technologies, as the state views
international academic publishing as a form
of espionage.

* The "Law on the Protection of the Russian
Language" went into effect on March 1,
2026, banning foreign loanwords like
"barbershop" and "oversize" from public
signage and websites, and requiring all
international contacts by scientists to be
vetted by the FSB within 60 days.

Institutional Erasure of Memory

* The Museum of the History of the Gulag
has been replaced by the "Fortress"
museum, led by a veteran of the Special
Military Operation (SVO), shifting the focus
from internal state terror to "external Nazi
threats."

* Reports from Russian prisons indicate a
systemic seizure of up to 75% of prisoner
funds for "maintenance," leading to
outbreaks of Scurvy due to the inability of
inmates to purchase food supplements.

Technological Frontiers

* Researchers have announced the first
graphene-based semiconductor, potentially
signaling the end of the silicon era and
enabling much faster, more energy-efficient
computing.

* AI models are being deployed to predict

nd mortali k based on
muscle mass and fat distribution from MRI
scans, raising ethical questions about its
use in insurance and therapy allocation.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Digital Sovereignty & Technology Policy
The Russian state is aggressively
consolidating its control over the digital
sphere. The promotion of the Max messenger,
owned by entities linked to Putin’s relatives
(Mikhail Shelomov) and the Kiriyenko family,
is designed to create a surveillance-heavy
alternative to Telegram. Simultaneously, the
state has implemented a 60-day vetting period
for any scientific collaboration  with
foreigners, effectively isolating the Russian
academic community from the global "Global
Science" network.

Energy Security The escalation in the
Persian Gulf has directly impacted global
energy markets. Iranian drone attacks on
Saudi Aramco's Ras Tanura refinery and Qatar
Energy’s LNG facilities have caused oil and
gas prices to surge. This development serves
Russian interests by increasing the value of its
exports, even as the Kremlin's Z-bloggers
claim that "Russia is next" in Trump's

decapitation strategy.

Rule of Law & Lawfare The Russian judicial
system is being used to monopolize the leisure
and service industries. New regulations are
targeting "black" ski instructors on Russian
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resorts, using security patrols to beat and ban
private citizens who teach their own children
to ski, under the guise of "safety," to protect
corporate resort monopolies.

Domestic Stability & Social Order Belarus
continues its "Stalinist" crackdown on dissent.
Former political prisoners describe torture
and forced labor in cow sheds, where "yellow
badges" are used to mark extremists. In
Russia, the state has codified its ideology into
the dictionary, ensuring that
"authoritarianism" is no longer a pejorative
term but a recommended policy for "difficult
times."

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

March 2026 sees the implementation of laws
designed to enforce cultural and linguistic
homogeneity and protect state-aligned
monopolies.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Law on the Protection of the Russian
Language: Effective March 1, this law
mandates that all public information must
prioritize Russian over foreign languages,
targeting loanwords in business signage
and requiring official dictionaries to define
state values.

* Tourism Activity Law Amendments:
Proposed legislation aimed at licensing all
mountain instructors, effectively banning
private coaching and family instruction on
commercial slopes.

* Scientific Vetting Regulation: A

government decree requiring scientists to

obtain FSB approval 60 days in advance for

any contact with foreign colleagues.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trump Press Conference: The U.S.
President stated that the military is ahead
of schedule in Iran and does not rule out
ground troops if "necessary."

* Kazakhstan Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Briefing: Deputy Minister Alibek Bakaev
detailed the evacuation of 170 citizens from
Dubai via flyDubai, citing the closure of
UAE airspace to most civilian traffic.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Information (IPSO)
Reflecting on the early days of the Ukraine
war, analysts are breaking down the
"Metka" (Marking) operation as a classic
example of Psychological Operations (IPSO).
Orchestrated by figures like the late Igor
Mangushev, the goal was to paralyze
Ukrainian emergency services with 25,000
false reports of saboteur markings. This
historical analysis suggests a current
heightened awareness of similar tactics being
used in the Middle East war.

Monopolization of the Service Sector A
trend of "Commercial Lawfare" is emerging in
Russia. From fitness centers to ski resorts, the
state is using licensing laws to push out
freelancers and "gig" workers (like "black
instructors") to ensure that only state-
accredited or oligarch-owned entities can
profit from the leisure economy. This mimics

the capture of the digital advertising market
by VK and Max.

Institutionalized Authoritarianism The
"state dictionary" from St. Petersburg State
University is the ultimate indicator of Russia’s
long-term trajectory. By defining
authoritarianism as an ‘"effective form of
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government" and "marriage" as a union
specifically excluding same-sex couples as
"unsupported by the state," the Kremlin has
moved beyond policy into the restructuring of
reality itself.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a definitive
U.S. decision on a ground invasion of Iran as
the 4-week window mentioned by Trump
approaches its midpoint. In Russia, the "Max"

messenger will likely become mandatory for
all civil servants and state-funded employees,

with Telegram usage becoming a fireable
offense.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The total
isolation of Russian science will lead to a
stagnation in non-military R&D, as the 60-day
FSB vetting process kills time-sensitive
international data sharing. Global oil prices
will likely stabilize at a higher baseline ($90+)
as the Iranian 1 rshi ransition (or
collapse) concludes.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural changes
to the Middle Eastern security architecture
will occur as the "decapitated" Iranian state
either becomes a U.S. client or descends into
a multi-factional civil war. Russia’s economy
will continue to shift toward "“import
substitution" of critical resources like garnet
sand, often at the cost of destroying its own
domestic ecological preserves.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The death of the Iranian Supreme Leader
necessitates an immediate strategy for
preventing nuclear proliferation during a
state collapse, as previous "de-escalation”
efforts have failed.

* The use of Ukrainian dron iali
defend Gulf nations against Iranian UAVs
represents a new model of "technology-for-
peace" diplomacy that could shift regional
alliances.

* Sanctions monitoring must account for
Russia’s digital advertising capture, as
state-owned  messengers and  social
networks are becoming primary revenue
streams for the Putin regime's inner circle.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Logistics companies must find permanent
alternatives to the Strait of Hormuz, as the
current blockade is no longer a temporary
fluctuation but a fundamental shift in
regional risk.

e Investors in the semiconductor space

should monitor graphene-on-silicon-carbide
developments, as this technology is now
exiting the laboratory phase and entering
industrial feasibility.

* Retailers and service providers in Russia
face extreme regulatory compliance risks
regarding "language purity" laws, which
can be used as a pretext for selective asset
seizure.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
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analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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