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E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

VENEZUELA’'S STRATEGIC REALIGNMENT:
NAVIGATING GLOBAL SHOCKS &
DOMESTIC FRAGILITY (MARCH 2026)

Following the ‘Jan 3 Reset,’ Acting President Delcy Rodriguez pursues a
pragmatic Realpolitik amidst a Middle East War and Internal ‘Pacification’.

GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS
& PIVOT

Offensive,
Hormuz Closed,
Iran Leadership

Neutralized

ENERGY SECURITY &
GEOPOLITICAL DYNAMICS:
Global shutdown elevates
Venezuela. PDVSA signs new
supply contracts with U.S. entities.
or “total lifting of sanctions”.

Diplomacy of Peace:
utual Interest &
Cooperation.

U.S. Needs Reliable
Energ{ SuEppIier.
Sanctions Relief in Exchange for Oil.

ENERGY SECURITY &
GEOPOLITICAL DYNAMICS:
Global shutdown elevates
Venezuela. PDVSA signs new
§pppl¥ contracts with U.S.
entities. Rodrigues uses leverage
for "total lifting of sanctions®.

PRO-BUSINESS SHIFT &
LABOR REFORM:

Rodriguez admin signals
pro-business pivot. Proposals to eliminate
retroactivity for benefits, change
“inamovilidad” for productivity.
Inversion risk decreased.

TECHNOLOGY POLICY
& FUTURE VISION

MWC 2026 & DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY:
Eyeing Al and 6G for economic modernization and
state efficiency. Blockchain for anti-corruption.
Expanding fiber optics in communal “production niches".
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VENEZUELA
(RODRIGUEZ ADMIN)

THE PRAGMATIC PIVOT:
ECONOMIC & INSTITUTIONAL
REFORMS

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY
& INTERNAL ‘RESET’

| WHERE ARE THEY?

JAN 3 ‘KIDNAPPING' & RESET:
Maduro & Flores sequestered.
Delcy Rodriguez maintains
“constitutional continuity”

& delicate dialogue.

YELLOW FEVER
OUTBREAK:
36 cases, travel
restrictions, mandatory
vaccination.

AMNESTY & PACIFICATION:
“Amnesty Law for
Democratic
processes 14,000+
requests, 6,000+ released.
Attempt to stabilize
fractured social order.

&9 il

INSTITUTIONAL CLEANING &
LEGISLATIVE ENGINE:

National Assembl gushes “New Era" laws:
Gender Parityé /50), Hydrocarbons
Reform, Socioeconomic Protection
(market-driven pricing), Acceleration
of Procedures.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
& IMPLICATIONS

) B— 2

SHORT TERM MEDIUM TERM LONG TERM
(1-4 Weeks): (1-6 Months): Potential  (1-5 Year:
Continued price spikes, oil revenue windfall for “Vietnamese®/“Chinese” model:
Yellow Fever impact  “Sovereign Funds®, Labor Authoritarian political control
on Holy Week. with liberalized economic
markets. Resolution of “Jan 3°
incident required.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
International: Prioritize stability, monitor Amnesty
transparency, support health efforts.
Private Sector: Capitalize on new energy framework,
monitor labor reforms, explore Al market.

Law reform flashpoint.
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VENEZUELA NAVIGATES A
STRATEGIC REALIGNMENT WITH
THE UNITED STATES AMIDST
GLOBAL ENERGY SHOCKS AND
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY
FOLLOWING THE JANUARY 3
"RESET."

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 3, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point for Venezuela as the administration of
Acting President Delcy Rodriguez navigates
the dual pressures of a localized Middle East
war and the internal "reset" triggered by the
events of January 3. Following the reported
"kidnapping" or sequestration of Nicolas
Maduro and Cilia Flores exactly two months
ago, the current government has shifted
toward a pragmatic Realpolitik alignment with
the United States. This shift is driven by the
global energy crisis resulting from the U.S.-
Israeli military offensive against Iran, which
has neutralized the Iranian leadership and
closed the Strait of Hormuz, threatening to
push oil prices toward $200 per barrel.
Venezuela is positioning itself as a reliable

energy supplier to the West, leveraging its

massive reserves to secure the lifting of
sanctions and the inflow of foreign capital.

Domestically, the government is attempting to
stabilize a fractured social order through the
implementation of a massive Amnesty Law,
which has already seen thousands of citizens
released or their legal statuses normalized.
However, this stability is fragile, evidenced by
nationwide "faith of life" marches demanding
information on the  whereabouts of
sequestered leaders and a growing public
health crisis involving a Yellow Fever outbreak
that has mandated internal travel restrictions.
Internationally, the Mobile World Congress
2026 in Barcelona serves as a backdrop for
the rapid evolution of Al and 6G technologies,
which Venezuela is eyeing as tools for
economic modernization and state efficiency.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The "January 3 Reset" and

Maduro’s Status

e Public mobilizations occurred across 25
states to mark the two-month anniversary

of the sequestration of Nicolds Maduro and

Cilia Flores by foreign forces.

* Deputy Francisco Arias Céardenas
characterized the events as an "inevitable
reset" and praised Maduro's dignified
refusal to leave the country before his

capture.

* The Delcy Rodriguez administration is
maintaining constitutional continuity while
managing a delicate dialogue with almost
all political sectors except those deemed
"extremist" or interventionist.
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The Middle East Conflict and
Global Energy Shock

* The U.S. and Israel have conducted
intensive strikes on Tehran, hitting the
presidential office and intelligence centers;
Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei is
reported dead.

* The Strait of Hormuz remains closed, and
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard has
threatened to target any economic center
in the region if attacks continue.

Global oil prices are spiking, with the Brent
crude trading significantly higher, and
analysts predicting prices could hit
$200-300 if the conflict persists.

Venezuela is seeing an increase in
production and export interest, with major
operators like Trafigura and Vitol moving
millions of barrels of Venezuelan crude.

Amnesty and Institutional Reform

* The "Amnesty Law for Democratic
Coexistence" has processed over 14,000
requests, resulting in more than 6,000 full
releases or normalization of status.

e The government is proposing radical
reforms to the Labor lLaw, including the
elimination of retroactivity for benefits and
changes to the "inamovilidad" (job security)
status to spur productivity.

* New laws for gender parity in public and

private office (50% men, 50% women) and
the  "Acceleration of Administrative
Procedures" are moving through the
National Assembly.

Public Health Emergency: Yellow
Fever

* A significant Yellow Fever outbreak has
been confirmed with 36 cases in 22
municipalities across four states (Barinas,
Lara, Aragua, and Portuguesa).

* The Ministry of Health has made

vaccination mandatory for all travelers
moving toward the affected states,
requiring a dose at least 10 days prior to
travel.

* Over 1,000 vaccinators have been deployed
in border states like Apure to create

sanitary alcabalas (checkpoints).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Geopolitical Power
Dynamics The global shutdown of Middle
Eastern  supply
Venezuela’s strategic importance. PDVSA has
recently signed new supply contracts with
U.S.-based entities to guarantee the flow of
crude. Acting President Rodriguez is explicitly
using this leverage to demand the total lifting
of all U.S. sanctions, framed as "diplomacy of
peace."

routes has elevated

* OPEC+ has agreed to an increase in

production of 206,000 barrels per day
starting in April to stabilize the market.

* Venezuelan heavy crudes are being sold at
full market price for the first time in years,
bypassing the previous "heavy discounts"
necessitated by sanctions.

Investment Climate & Labor Reform The
Rodriguez administration is signaling a pro-
business pivot. The Association of
Supermarkets (ANSA) and Consecomercio are
pushing for a "Labor Constituent" to reform
the Organic Labor Law, which they claim
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hinders investment. This includes adopting a
"54+2" work week and a modern retirement
system where employers, workers, and the
state contribute.

* Inversion risk in Venezuela has decreased

by 890 points in February, though it
remains among the highest in Latin
America.

* New "Socioeconomic Protection" legislation
is being debated to replace the previous
Price Control Laws, favoring market-driven

pricing and administrative conciliation over
judicial coercion.

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty
The Mobile World Congress 2026 highlights
the push toward autonomous devices and "Al
as an agent" that can anticipate user needs.
Venezuela is attempting to integrate these
advances into its healthcare systems for rapid
decision-making in critical environments and
is expanding fiber optic networks in
communal "production niches."

* Huawei and Xiaomi have launched
autonomous mobile devices that use 6G
connectivity, which is being tested for
broader European and Asian markets.

* The Venezuelan government is encouraging

blockchain traceability for cryptoassets to

combat corruption and manage commercial
operations like imports.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The National Assembly is currently an engine
of "New Era" legislation, focusing on state
capacity, economic deregulation, and social
pacification. The legislative agenda is
prioritized around attracting foreign
investment in the gold, diamond, and "rare
earth" sectors.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Amnesty Law for Democratic
Coexistence: Already in effect, this law is
the primary vehicle for social
normalization, despite excluding those
accused of high treason or common violent
crimes.

* Law for Gender Parity in Public and
Private Office: A proposed mandate for a

50/50 gender split across all leadership

positions in the nation.

* Reform of the Organic Hydrocarbons
Law: Designed to make the sector more
competitive and allow for greater foreign
private equity in operations.

* Law for the Protection of
Socioeconomic Rights: A replacement for
the Fair Price Law, moving toward market
pricing and reducing the number of
criminal classifications for business owners

from 15 to 5.

Acceleration of Administrative
Procedures Law: A deregulation effort to
remove bureaucratic hurdles for new
businesses and state permits.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Amnesty Commission Press

Conference: Deputy Jorge Arreaza
provided a balance of 14,000+ solicitudes
processed, noting that while the law
doesn't cover military personnel, the
military justice system is concurrently
releasing officers involved in political
events.

e PSUV Mobilization (Caracas): Leaders
Nahum Fernadndez and Carmen Meléndez
led marches to demand the release of
Maduro, framing his absence as a foreign
kidnapping.
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* ANSA National Presentation: Business
leaders proposed a remodel of the Iabor
Law to end the retroactivity of social
benefits, arguing it is the only way to
significantly increase worker salaries in a
high-inflation environment.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Pragmatic Pivot (Realpolitik) The
most striking trend is the Rodriguez
administration's rapid pivot toward the United
States despite the "Jan 3" incident. The
rhetoric has shifted from anti-imperialist
defiance to "mutual interest" and

"cooperation." This is facilitated by the U.S.
need for oil to replace Iranian and Middle
Eastern barrels. The Venezuelan government
is using this moment to '"reset" its entire
economic model, moving away from state-
centric controls and toward competitive fiscal
regimes that appeal to Western energy majors
like Chevron, Shell, and Repsol.

Institutional Cleaning & Pacification The
Amnesty Law is more than a legal instrument;
it is a strategic tool to lower the political
temperature. By releasing over 6,000
individuals, the government is attempting to
neutralize the radical opposition's primary
grievance. Concurrently, the transition of
Tarek William Saab from Attorney General to
Ombudsman signals a shuffling of the "Old
Guard" to make way for new figures in the
power structure, though critics argue this
undermines real institutional independence.

The Fragmentation of the Opposition The
recognition of figures like Enrique Marquez
by the U.S. Congress suggests that

Washington is diversifying its portfolio of
Venezuelan allies. The "radical" wing led by
Maria Corina Machado is being increasingly

sidelined in favor of ‘"center-left" or
"moderate" figures who are willing to
participate in the stability process rather than
seek an immediate rupture. This
fragmentation allows the Delcy administration
to pick and choose its interlocutors,
strengthening its hand in the short term.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) Expect a continued
spike in domestic fuel and food prices as the
Middle East shock filters through global
supply chains. The Yellow Fever outbreak will
likely lead to more man

zones, potentially impacting internal logistics
and tourism during the upcoming Holy Week.
The March 8 "Communal Consultation" will
serve as a test of the government's ability to
mobilize its base in Maduro's absence.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) If oil prices
stabilize above $100, Venezuela will see a
significant revenue windfall that Rodriguez
will likely direct into two newly created
"Sovereign Funds" to subsidize public services
and potentially raise public sector wages
before any talk of new elections. The reform
of the lLabor Law will be the next major
flashpoint for social unrest or business
jubilation.

Long Term (1-5 Years) Venezuela is on a
trajectory toward a "Vietnamese" or "Chinese"
model—authoritarian political control paired
with liberalized economic markets. The
outcome of the Jan 3 "kidnapping" incident
will eventually require a formal resolution;
either Maduro’s return or a man
succession that solidifies Rodriguez’s position
as the permanent leader of a post-sanctions
Venezuela integrated into the Western energy
orbit.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The U.S. and its allies should prepare for a
long-term energy partnership with the
Delcy Rodriguez administration,
prioritizing  stability over immediate
democratic transition due to the global
energy emergency.

* Diplomatic efforts should focus on ensuring
the transparency of the Amnesty ILaw
process to prevent the creation of a
"revolving door" of political prisoners.

* Regional health organizations must support
Venezuela's Yellow Fever containment to
prevent the virus from spreading across
highly porous borders with Colombia and
Brazil.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy majors should capitalize on the new
legal framework (CPP contracts) which
offers greater control over exports and
currency management, though political risk
remains moderate.

* The logistics and retail sectors should
monitor Labor Law reforms closely; the end
of benefit retroactivity would fundamentally
change the cost of doing business in
Venezuela.

Technology firms specializing in AI and
autonomous systems will find a receptive
market in Venezuelan state enterprises
looking to modernize infrastructure with
limited human capital.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend

analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260303_160000_Noticias_Globovision
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260303_230000_Noticias_Globovision
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260303_220000_Noticias_Globovision_Regiones
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260303_160000_Noticias_Globovision
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260303_160000_Noticias_Globovision
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260303_100400_Primera_pagina
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260303_073000_Noticias_Globovision_tecnologia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=GLOBOVISION_20260303_073000_Noticias_Globovision_tecnologia
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

