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US-ISRAEL AIR OFFENSIVE AGAINST IRAN: GLOBAL ENERGY
VOLATILITY & RESHAPED MIDDLE EAST POWER DYNAMICS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: March 3, 2026 — “Great Fury” Operation Targets Iranian Assets; Iran Retaliates
Against Gulf Economic Sites; European Energy Crisis Ignites; Russia Sidelined.

IRANIAN RETALIATION & ECONOMIC SABOTAGE

STRAIT OF
HORMUZ
BLOCKED

US-ISRAEL AIR CAMPAIGN

Energy Shock: European gas prices]

* Precision strikes on Nuclear Sites, C2, Leaders. surge to €60/MWh; Storage critical.

» New tech: Aeroballistic Missiles, “Iron Beam” defenses. —
| REGIONAL & GLOBAL FALLOUT

ol oo o LEBANON SHIFTS LITHUANIAN RESPONSE

Kuwait/Qatar defenses. o |srael Re-enters 4 » Evacuation of Citizens
Southern 4 from UAE
Lebanon * Increased Security

* Hezbollah Permanently * Omniva/LT Post

Banned by Lebanese Gov. Suspend Shipments J

(JL KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS ) 1
[

[

|

ENERGY GEOPOLITICAL ) DOMESTIC | INTELLIGENCE& | [ CORRUPTION )
SECURITY POWER DYNAMICS STABILITY CYBERSECURITY & GOVERNANCE
- o % o
on | Sl | O 50 |
r Il@“‘ Total Defense o | o1 L_\' -I. ! ! !
= = Narrat'i’ve: “Essential © o O
Europe faces Russia “Dwarfed”, Test” campaign, “Multi-domain” op. President Nauséda's
recession risk f unable to assist Iran. LT72.It app. Cyber offensive property boundary
storage not refilled. “Autocratic Bloc” Political Friction: disrupts Iranian C2. dispute scrutiny.
Qatari LNG offline. fractured. Végelé criticizes Massive intelligence
Landsbergis. infiltration.
& T MA J S 4§ J
———{ DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND THEMES }————
1
COLLAPSE OF RUSSIA AS SIDELINED (" INFORMATION WARFARE &
‘PROXY WARFARE’ MODEL SPECTATOR ¢y ‘INTERNAL AUDITORIUMS’
A VS N
e
Hezbollah banned, Iran decapitated. Little news for Moscow. Symbolic Trump: Deterrence  Iran: Focus on
Pivot to autonomous “Lego defense” support only, reinforcing regional &Domestic  civilian casualties for
L untested. Y (not global) power status. Strength regional sentiment.
e N\ 72 N\
STRATEGIC FORESIGHT RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS
SHORT TERM MEDIUM TERM LONG TERM FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY:
(1-4 WEEKS): (1-6 MONTHS): (1-5 YEARS): « Rapid EU-US gas alternative coordination.
@ @ *—> « Support Lebanese government security.
o Attrition of Gulf e US Midterm « Regional architecture | |  Leverage Russia's weakness for NATO commitments.
air defenses. Elections influence  rewritten.
o Coalition pressure ~ War tempo. « Potential Sunni-Israeli FOR PRIVATE S.ECTUH/WVE.STURS.Z ;
on Qatar/UAE. o Potential for hegemony OR « Prepare for high energy prices/rationing.
o Economic impacts ~ European energy  unstable Iranian « Diversify supply chains away from Middle East hubs.
hit Lithuania. recession. insurgency zone. « Invest in defense tech and “neural” C2 systems.
\




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

LRT

MARCH 3, 2026

US-ISRAEL AIR OFFENSIVE
AGAINST IRAN TRIGGERS GLOBAL
ENERGY VOLATILITY AND
RESHAPES MIDDLE EASTERN
POWER DYNAMICS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On March 3, 2026, the Middle East entered a
period of unprecedented volatility as a
massive air campaign conducted by the
United States and Israel—referred to in some
reports as "Great Fury"—systematically
targeted Iranian military infrastructure,
leadership, and nuclear facilities. The
operation has utilized high-end assets,
including B-2  stealth  bombers and
aeroballistic missiles, achieving a level of
unprecedented  precision that analysts

attribute to decades of intelligence infiltration
by Mossad and US agencies. While the US
administration currently denies plans for a
ground invasion, President Trump has
explicitly maintained the option, framing the
strikes as a preemptive necessity to neutralize
Iran’s nuclear program and ballistic missile
capabilities before they could be deployed
against US interests or allies.

The regional fallout is immediate and severe.
Iran has retaliated with waves of drones and
missiles, intentionally targeting economic
infrastructure and civilian sites in neighboring
Gulf states like Qatar and the UAE, leading to
a f liquefi natural L

production in Qatar. This has sent shockwaves
through European energy markets, where gas
storage levels are
Domestically, Lithuania has responded by
initiating the evacuation of vulnerable citizens
from the Gulf region and increasing security
at diplomatic missions, though President
Nauseda has stated there is currently no need
to raise the national threat level. The conflict

precariously  low.

is also exposing the limits of Russian
influence, as Moscow appears unable to assist
its strategic partner in Tehran, signaling a
significant shift in the global "autocratic bloc"
dynamics.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The US-Israel Air Campaign Against Iran

* The US has deployed significant naval and
air assets, including two carrier strike
groups and four B-2 bombers to strike
deep-buried bunkers and storage facilities.

* Intelligence precision has resulted in the
reported deaths of dozens of Iranian
leaders and the destruction of thousands of
targets including command centers, air
defenses, and missile sites.

* New military technologies are being field-
tested, including the first reported use of
aeroballistic missiles and laser defense
systems like "Iron Beam."

* A significant "friendly fire" incident or
coordination failure reportedly resulted in
Kuwaiti or Qatari air defenses downing
three US F-15s.
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Regional Retaliation and Economic

Sabotage

* Iran has launched "asymmetric" responses,
using inexpensive Shahed drones to
overwhelm sophisticated air defenses in

Qatar and the UAE.

e I[ranian strikes on economic targets,
specifically Qatari gas infrastructure, have
halted LNG production, threatening
European energy security.

* Teheran has declared the Strait of Hormuz

closed, potentially blocking one-quarter of
global oil and LNG transit.

Political Shifts in Lebanon

e Israel has re-entered Southern Lebanon to
establish a "buffer zone" following the
reported death of Hasan Nasrallah.

e The Lebanese government, sensing
Hezbollah’s weakness due to the loss of
Iranian support, has moved to permanently

ban the group.

Lithuanian National Response

* The Lithuanian government is organizing
the evacuation of 20 vulnerable citizens
from the UAE via civil aviation corridors
that remain partially open.

* Logistics firms Omniva and Lithuania Post

have suspended all shipments to the Middle

East due to the conflict.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security The conflict has

immediately translated into an energy crisis
for Europe. With Qatari LNG offline, European
gas prices have surged to 60 euros per
megawatt-hour. Analysts warn that if storage
facilities—currently at only 30% capacity—
cannot be refilled during the summer, Europe

faces a severe recession and extreme price
hikes in the next heating season.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics Russia’s
inability to intervene on behalf of Iran, despite
a recent strategic partnership agreement,
suggests it is currently irrelevant in the
regional conflict. This "dwarfing" of Russian
influence is viewed by Lithuanian analysts as
a positive development that undermines the
"diktat of dictators" and may force a
recalibration of Russian ambitions in Ukraine.

Domestic Stability & Social Order
Lithuania is intensifying its "total defense"
narrative. The launch of the "Essential Test"
campaign by the Red Cross and LRT,
alongside the LI72.lt emergency app,
emphasizes individual preparedness for "Day
X." Meanwhile, political friction remains high
as Ignas Vegele criticizes Foreign Minister
Landsbergis for " riving" in foreign
policy and calls for more pragmatic relations
with China.

Intelligence & Cybersecurity The conflict
has been characterized as a "multi-domain"
operation. Alongside physical strikes, a
massive cyber offensive was launched to
disrupt Iranian command and control. The
failure of Iranian counter-intelligence to
protect its leadership and nuclear sites like
Natanz highlights a significant technological

and human intelligence gap.

Corruption & Governance President
Nauséda faced domestic scrutiny over a
property boundary dispute. He reported
tearing down a house fence that had
encroached on state land to preempt an
inspection, characterizing the error as
"builder's negligence" rather than intentional

land-grabbing prior to the official audit.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in both the US and
Lithuania is currently reactive to the
escalating regional war, focusing on war
powers, emergency funding, and diplomatic
recalibration.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

e The US Congressional "Group of Eight"
(G8) is being briefed on national security
regarding the Iranian campaign, with
debates looming over the formal use of the
word "war" and the requirement for a
ground troop authorization.

* The Lithuanian State Defense Council met
to evaluate regional threats, concluding
that national threat levels remain stable
despite the global volatility.

* A press conference was held for the
"Essential Test" initiative, promoting the
72-hour  preparedness standard  for
Lithuanian citizens.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of the "Proxy Warfare"
Model For decades, Iran projected power
through "asymmetric" proxy groups like
Hezbollah and Hamas. The current conflict
suggests this model is failing against high-
intensity, direct state-on-state intervention.
With Hezbollah internally banned in L.ebanon
and Iran’s command structure decapitated,
the regional "Resistance Axis" is fracturing.
However, Iran is attempting to pivot to a
"Lego defense" or "Mosaic" strategy, where
local commanders operate autonomously. The
success of this decentralized model remains
unproven against a persistent air campaign.

Russia as a Sidelined Spectator A
recurring theme in the day's analysis is the
"liitle news for Moscow." Despite the strategic
importance of Iran to Russia’s own war efforts
(notably the supply of Shahed drones), Russia
has offered only symbolic support like
shoulder-fired missiles. This reinforces the
perception of Russia as a regional, not global,
power, unable to protect its allies even when
they are under existential threat from the US.

Information Warfare and ‘"Internal
Auditoriums" Both President Trump and the
Iranian regime are fighting an information
war. Trump’s warnings of a 'greater wave"
are analyzed as messages intended for both
Tehran (deterrence) and US domestic voters
(strength). Conversely, Iran is focusing on
civilian casualties, such as a hit on a girls'
school, to galvanize regional anti-Western
sentiment, though these claims are met with
skepticism by Western analysts who note the

regime's history of brutally suppressing its

own citizens.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) Expect a continued
"attrition of air defenses" in the Gulf. If Iran
targeting Qatari or Emirati
infrastructure, those states may be forced to
openly join the coalition to end the threat. In
Lithuania, the evacuation of citizens will
conclude, but economic impacts from

suspended logistics and energy price spikes

will begin to hit the manufacturing sector.

continues

Medium Term (1-6 Months) The US
"midterm elections" in the summer of 2026
will dictate the tempo of the war. Trump may
seek a "maximum result" (regime change)
before the elections to secure a foreign policy

win. Europe will likely face an energy-driven
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recession if Qatari gas does not return to the
market by autumn.

Long Term (1-5 Years) The regional security
architecture of the Middle East is being
permanently rewritten. The potential removal
of Iran as a regional military power would
lead to a Sunni-Israeli hegemony. However, if
the US fails to install a stable successor, Iran
could become a permanently unstable zone of
insurgency, similar to post-2003 Iraq, which
would maintain high global risk premiums for
years.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The US and EU must rapidly coordinate a
gas supply alternative to Qatari LNG to
prevent a total economic decoupling from
the war effort by energy-starved European
States.

Diplomatic efforts should focus on ensuring
that the Lebanese government’s move to
ban Hezbollah is backed by security
assistance to prevent a civil war in the
vacuum.

e Lithuania should leverage the current
"weakness" of the Russia-Iran axis to push
for greater NATO commitments in the
Baltic, arguing that Russia is more isolated
than ever.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Risk: Heavy industry and chemical
sectors in Europe should prepare for

sustained high gas prices and potential

rationing if the Hormuz blockade persists.

* Supply Chain Diversification: The
suspension of postal and freight services by
major regional couriers necessitates
rerouting all logistics passing through
Middle Eastern hubs like Dubai or Doha.

* Investment Opportunities: There is a
significant long-term opportunity in defense
technology and "neural" command-and-
control systems, as the conflict proves the
overwhelming value of precision and
integrated electronic warfare.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
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connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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