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| GLOBAL TURMOIL & DOMESTIC DISSENT:
| The Middle East War and Serbia's Unrest (March 2026)

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: March 3, 2026. Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei Assassinated in Joint US-Israeli Strike. Strait of Hormuz
Closed. Global Oil Prices Surge >10% in 48 Hrs. Serbia Faces 21-Day Agrarian Revolt and State Repression Amidst Diplomatic Cocaine Scandal. |
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GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS:
Hormuz Blockade
(20% of Global Oil Flow),
0il Price >$100/barrel Potential,
Hyperinflation Risk.
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Hormuz Closure = S

erbian Legitimacy Crisis. Jovanjica Trial &
Primary Economic Threat. O BIA Intimidation, State-Criminal Links.
US Domestic Production
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Serbia's “Peace”

Narrative vs. Reality.
Balancing Israel/EU, O

TECHNOLOGY & Al:
Social Media & Youth

Mental Health,
- \ Meta Suppression.
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\Police Force vs. Farmers, Serbian Judiciary & 7A\
vs. Global \ “Passive Status” as \ Lawk y \
Interdependency. \ Political Weapon. , Fractured. /

SERBIAN CRISIS: REVOLT & REPRESSION
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21-Day Blockades (Bogatic, Badovinci).
Allegations of Police Violence & “Reign of Terror”.

: ? Milan Pajié: )
"l “Predatory Regime”.

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW:
“Passive Status” to Bankrupt
Dissenting Farmers.
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COLLAPSE OF THE ‘STABILOCRACY": ”?Aig,'}ﬂ‘%ﬂp%‘ﬁfgs{‘
Serbia's Regional Stability Narrative Crumbles. Targeted Assassinations Over Containment.
gt &TV Pink Propaganda vs. No Post-Conflict Plan, Leading to
eality of Unrest & Corruption. Asymmetric Conflict Zone.

\ Sky ECC Revelations.

| Training Data Protests
(Paul McCartney).

DIPLOMATIC NARCOTICS SCANDAL:

Sky ECC Decrypted Messages.

Embassy as “Safe House” for Cocaine Smuggling.

State Complicity Alleged.

MEDIA FREEDOM CRISIS
" (Council of Europe Report): ==
Serbia = Major Hotspot.
** | “Criminalization of Journalists”, State
Smear Campaigns (N1, Novi Sad).

WEAPONIZATION OF
ADMINISTRATIVE STATE CAPACITY:
Bureaucratic Warfare Against Political Opponents.
Subsidies Cut via Satellite Imaging.

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks):
Volatile Oil Prices.
Critical Serbian Gov/Farmer Meeting
(March 4).
Kosovo University Staffing Crisis (March 15).

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months):
Inflationary Pressures in Europe
(Social Unrest Potential).
Lisbon Embassy Cocaine Scandal
Investigation (Europol/Interpol).

LONG TERM (1-5 Years):
Iran as Atomized Conflict Zone
(Drone Terrorism).
Serbian Rural Demographic
Collapse & Food Dependency.

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY
New UN Framework for Sovereign Protections (End Impunity).
EU Foreign Policy Divergence (East vs. Old Europe).
“One Health” Approach in War Zones.

FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS
ENERGY DIVERSIFICATION: Green Hydrogen, US/Africa LNG Mandatory.
SERBIAN SUPPLY CHAIN RISK: Account for “Invisible” Taxes,
State-Linked Favoritism, Logistical Blockades.

Al COMPLIANCE: Anticipate Stricter Licensing for Training Data.

-

Navigating a Fractured World. March 2026 Report Summary.
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THE MIDDLE EAST WAR ESCALATES
FOLLOWING THE ASSASSINATION
OF THE IRANIAN SUPREME LEADER
WHILE DOMESTIC UNREST GRIPS
SERBIA

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global geopolitical landscape was
fundamentally altered on March 3, 2026, as
the "12-Day War" reached a fever pitch
following the confirmed death of Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in a
joint US-Israeli strike. This operation,
described by analysts as a transition to an
"assassination policy" wunder the Trump
administration, has triggered widespread
Iranian retaliation against Western assets and
Gulf state energy infrastructure. The resulting
closure of the Strait of Hormuz has sent
shockwaves through global markets, with oil
prices experiencing their largest single-day
gain in four years and gas prices surging by
25%. The conflict has now geographically
expanded, involving drone strikes as far as
Cyprus and the targeting of US embassies in
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.

In Serbia, the government’s narrative of
"peace and stability" is being strained by a 21-

day agrarian revolt that has turned
increasingly violent. Massive farmer
blockades continue despite government

claims of a resolution, while the arrest of
protest leaders in Bogati¢ has sparked
allegations of police brutality and a "reign of
terror" against the peasantry. Simultaneously,
Serbia has been labeled a European "hotspot"
for media repression by the Council of
Europe, and new revelations from decrypted
Sky ECC communications suggest high-level
state complicity in international cocaine
smuggling via diplomatic channels in Lisbon.
This convergence of regional energy
insecurity, domestic civil unrest, and systemic
corruption suggests a period of acute
instability for the Vucic administration.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Assassination of Ayatollah Khamenei
and Regional Escalation: US and Israeli
forces conducted simultaneous strikes on
Tehran and Beirut, successfully eliminating
h Iranian rem L rship. In
response, Iran launched a massive series of
drone and missile attacks targeting British

bases in Cyprus and oil facilities in the UAE
and Saudi Arabia. The US has authorized

the use of British sovereign bases for
offensive operations, while the Strait of
Hormuz remains functionally closed to
global shipping.

* Global Energy Crisis and Economic
Shock: The blockade of the Hormuz
passage, through which 20% of the world's
oil flows, has caused crude prices to spike
by more than 10% in 48 hours. Analysts
warn that a prolonged conflict could push
oil to 100 dollars per barrel, potentially
triggering a new wave of (global
hyperinflation and disrupting the fragile
post-Ukraine economic recovery.
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* Serbian Agrarian Revolt and State
Repression: After 21 days of road
blockades, the Serbian Ministry of Interior
has moved to arrest protest leaders in
Bogati¢ and Badovinci. Allegations of police

rutality, including officers kneeling on
protesters' necks, have intensified the
crisis. Veteran soldier Milan Paji¢ publicly
surrendered his military uniform and legal
weapons in an act of defiance against what
he termed a "predatory regime."

* Diplomatic Narcotics Scandal:
Decrypted messages from the Sky ECC
system have revealed a plot by criminal
organizations to hide cocaine shipments
within the Serbian Embassy in Lisbon. The
messages describe the diplomatic mission
as a "safe house" for international drug
trafficking, further eroding the credibility
of Serbian security institutions among
international partners.

* Media Freedom Crisis: The Council of
Europe's 2026 report has identified Serbia
as a major hotspot for attacks on media
freedom. The report highlights the
"criminalization of journalists" and state-led
smear campaigns against independent
outlets like N1, specifically following the
deadly roof collapse in Novi Sad.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: The closure of the Strait of
Hormuz is the primary threat to global
economic stability. European and Asian
markets are bracing for ly shor , as
Iran utilizes its "most powerful weapon" to
disrupt the flow of 20 million barrels per day.
The US is attempting to mitigate the shock
through domestic production, but global
interdependencies make isolation impossible.

Domestic Stability & Social Order: The
Serbian government is facing a crisis of
legitimacy as it employs BIA (Intelligence
Agency) intimidation against prosecutors and
police force against farmers. The passive
status imposed on farmers as a form of
political punishment indicates a
weaponization of administrative state capacity
to silence dissent.

Rule of Law: The ongoing trial of inspectors
Milo§ Knezevi¢ and Milan Isakov is being
framed by the defense as revenge for the
Jovanjica investigation, where Isakov helped
expose a massive state-linked marijuana
plantation. This highlights a deep fracture

within the Serbian judiciary and law
enforcement, where state-criminal links

appear to dictate legal outcomes.

Diplomatic Engagement: While the Serbian
government promotes a narrative of "peace,"
it is actively conducting emergency
evacuations of its citizens from Dubai and
Israel. Serbian diplomacy is caught between
its proximity to Israel and its refusal to align
with EU condemnations of Iran, a balancing
act that is becoming increasingly untenable as
the war expands.

Technology and AI: Beyond the war, global
governance is grappling with the negative
effects of social media on youth mental health,
with Meta allegedly suppressing research on
the topic. In the cultural sector, artists like
Paul McCartney are r in h
unauthorized use of their work to train Al
music generators.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in early March is
dominated by emergency measures related to
the Middle East war and restrictive laws in
Kosovo that threaten the Serbian academic
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presence in Mitrovica. Serbian authorities are
also attempting to use administrative "passive
status" to bypass legislative protections for
agricultural producers.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Kosovo Law on Foreigners (Effective
March 15): This law requires all
individuals without Kosovo documents to
obtain work permi nd licenses, a move
that academics warn will lead to the
disappearance of the University of Pristina
in Mitrovica.

* Serbian Law on the University
(Historical Context): Reminiscent of the
repressive 1998 law that abolished
university autonomy, current critics argue
that the Ministry of Education is again

replacing independent deans with political
loyalists at FPN and other faculties.

* Agricultural Prelevmans and Duties:
Proposals to increase import duties on milk
powder and introduce protective taxes to
shield domestic producers from Polish
dumping prices.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trump Video Addresses: President
Trump has avoided live press conferences,
opting for pre-recorded video statements to
avoid questions regarding the objectives
and duration of the Iran operation.

* High Council of Prosecution Session:
Revelations were made regarding
prosecutors being summoned by the BIA
(Intelligence Agency) to influence internal
judicial elections.

* UN Security Council Meeting: Melania
Trump presided over a meeting on
children's education and tolerance, the first
time a US First Lady has held such a role,
occurring shortly after a strike Kkilled 168
girls at an Iranian school.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of the "Stabilocracy": The
Serbian government’s primary selling point—
regional stability—is crumbling under the
weight of three simultaneous pressures: the

21- farmer r , the European
indictment of its media policies, and the
infiltration of th iplomati r by

organized crime. The use of "Hit Twit" and TV
Pink to frame Serbia as an "island of peace" in
a burning world is a propaganda effort that is
increasingly disconnected from the reality of
rural blockades and city-wide protests against
state brutality.

US Foreign Policy as "Atentat" Politics:
Under the current US administration, global
security architecture has shifted from
containment to a policy of targeted
assassinations. This "Trump 2.0" doctrine
prioritizes the rapid decapitation of hostile
regimes without a plan for state-building. The
elimination of Khamenei has not led to the
predicted democratic uprising, but rather to a
regional chaos that resembles Iraq post-2003,
with the added complication of global energy
blackmail.

The Weaponization of Administrative Law:
A subtle but dangerous trend is the use of
"passive status" regqistrations to bankrupt
dissenting farmers. By using satellite imaging
to find minor discrepancies in land use, the
state is effectively cutting off subsidies to
those who support student protests or
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participate in blockades, demonstrating a
sophisticated form of bureaucratic warfare
against political opponents.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect global oil
prices to remain volatile as the US and Israel
attempt to break the Hormuz blockade
through naval force. In Serbia, the March 4th
meeting between the government and farmers
will be a critical inflection point; failure to
reach a genuine agreement will likely lead to
a radically expanded blockade of the Ibarska
highway and border crossings. The March
15th Kosovo deadline will trigger a staffing
crisis at the University of Mitrovica.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Inflationary
pressures from the energy shock will begin to
affect retail prices in Europe, potentially
leading to social unrest in "Old Europe"
(Spain, Italy) where opposition to the war is
highest. In Serbia, the Lisbon embassy
cocaine scandal may trigger international
investigations by Europol/Interpol, further
isolating the Serbian Ministry of Interior from
Western intelligence sharing.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The decapitation of
the Iranian regime without a successor will
likely result in the atomization of the
Revolutionary Guard, turning Iran into a vast
zone of asymmetric conflict and drone-led
terrorism. Serbia may face a significant
demographic collapse of its rural heartland if
the current policy of "systematic destruction
of the village" continues, leading to increased
dependency on imported food and diminished
national sovereignty.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

» The shift to "assassination politics" requires

a new UN framework for sovereign
protections, as the impunity of member
states now threatens the core of the
international order.

* EU members must prepare for a divergence
in foreign policy as Eastern members align
with Trump’s war while Old Europe seeks
to maintain neutrality to protect energy
supplies.

e The "One Health" approach should be
prioritized to manage zoonotic risks in war
zones where traditional veterinary and
medical infrastructure has collapsed.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Diversification: The Hormuz
blockade proves that traditional oil supply
chains are historically  vulnerable.
Investment in Green Hydrogen and LNG
from the US/Africa is no longer optional but
a survival requirement.

* Supply Chain Risk in Serbia: Investors in
Serbian manufacturing must account for
"invisible" that favor state-
linked firms and the risk of sudden
logistical blockades from ongoing agrarian
unrest.

* Al Compliance: Companies using
generative Al for creative content should
anticipate stricter licensing requirements
as high-profile artists and unions push for
compensation for training data usage.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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