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THE US-ISRAEL "OPERATION EPIC

FURY" AGAINST IRAN HAS

TRIGGERED A GLOBAL ENERGY

CRISIS AND SHIFTED RUSSIA

TOWARD A WARTIME FOOTING OF

SOCIAL UNITY AND INTERNAL

SECURITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 3, 2026, marks a critical escalation in

global  instability  as  the  United  States  and

Israel  intensify  "Operation  Epic  Fury"

(Epicheskaya Yarost) against Iran. The conflict

has moved beyond surgical  strikes to a full-

scale  regional  war,  characterized  by  high

civilian  casualties,  including  a  devastating

strike on a girls'  school in Minab that killed

171 children. Iran has responded with waves

of drone and missile attacks targeting US and

Israeli  assets  across  the  Middle  East,

successfully  striking  the  US  Embassy  in

Riyadh and US personnel in Iraq and Qatar.

This  escalation  has  fractured  the  Western

coalition,  with  key  NATO  allies  like  Spain,

Italy,  France,  and  Britain  distancing

themselves  from the  operation and  refusing

the use of their bases for further strikes.

The  economic  consequences  are  immediate

and severe. Global oil prices have surged past

$85  per  barrel  as  Iran  implemented  a

blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, threatening

to destroy any vessel attempting to pass. This

move endangers 20% of global oil trade and a

third of liquified natural gas (LNG) supplies.

Domestically,  Russia is leveraging this chaos

to  project  stability  and  moral  superiority.

While the Middle East burns, the Kremlin is

focusing  on  the  "Year  of  Unity"  (2026)  and

expanding  social  benefits  for  "Mother-

Heroines" and veterans. Internally, the state is

intensifying  its  crackdown  on  dissent  and

"Ukrainian-backed  terrorism,"  while

simultaneously engaging in a high-level public

discourse aimed at rehabilitating the concept

of citizen reporting or denunciations as a civic

duty.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Operation  "Epic  Fury"  and  Regional

Contagion 

US  and  Israeli  forces  have  targeted

Iranian  leadership,  presidential  offices,

and  nuclear  facilities  in  Natanz  and

Bushehr,  despite  warnings  of  nuclear

contamination risks.

The conflict has expanded into Lebanon,

with  the  IDF  launching  massive

bombardments  against  Hezbollah  and

preparing for a ground invasion.

US  Secretary  of  State  Marco  Rubio

stated  the  US  may  take  a  key  role  in

governing Iran in the future, signaling a

regime change objective.
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Global Energy Market Collapse 

Iran  has  successfully  shut  down  the

Strait  of  Hormuz,  causing

unprecedented spikes in gas prices and

oil reaching levels not seen in years.

Qatar Energy has ceased production at

the world’s largest LNG plant following

Iranian drone strikes.

Russian Military and Internal Security 

Russian  forces  have  reported  the

liberation  of  Babylevka in  the  Sumy

region and Veselyanka in the Zaporozhye

region.

The FSB reported a prevented terrorist

attack in Yekaterinburg, where an agent

allegedly  acting  for  Ukrainian

intelligence was killed while attempting

to plant a bomb.

The Ministry of Transport is coordinating

the  evacuation  of  over  20,000  Russian

tourists stranded in the UAE and Oman

due to the regional air space closure.

State  Governance  and  Social

Engineering 

Prime  Minister  Mikhail  Mishustin

celebrated  his  60th  birthday,  receiving

the Order of St. Sergius of Radonezh for

his role in stabilizing the economy under

sanctions.

The government has launched a digital

ID  system  via  Messenger  Max to

streamline  social  benefits  and  verify

citizen status.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

Russia  is  positioning  itself  as  a  rational

mediator, with Putin holding strategic calls

with Viktor Orban to discuss the fallout of

the Iran war on energy markets.

The  US  is  facing  significant  internal  and

external pushback; polls show only 25% of

Americans approve of the strikes on Iran.

The UAE and Saudi Arabia are under direct

fire,  with  blasts  reported  in  Dubai and

evacuations  occurring  in  diplomatic

quarters.

Energy Security

The  closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  is

described  as  an  "energy  collapse"  for

Europe,  which  has  already  abandoned

Russian  resources and  now  lacks

alternatives.

Iraq  has  suspended  oil  production at  the

Rumaila  field,  the  second  largest  in  the

world, citing security concerns.

Domestic Stability & Social Order

The Kremlin has officially designated 2026

as the Year of Unity, focusing on traditional

values and the intergenerational transfer of

"spiritual-moral values."

A significant national debate has surfaced

regarding  "donosy"  (denunciations),  with

state  media  attempting  to  rebrand

reporting neighbors as a sign of a mature

civil  society rather  than  a  relic  of  the

Stalinist past.
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The  "Mother-Heroine"  title  is  being

revitalized  with  monthly  payments

increased  to  over  76,000  rubles and  a

range  of  local  benefits  including  free

housing and utilities.

National Security & Lawfare

Alexander  Bastrykin  (Investigative

Committee)  has  proposed  stripping

naturalized  citizens  of  citizenship if  they

commit  "extremely  dangerous"  acts  or

crimes.

Poland  has  extended  the  arrest  of

Hermitage  archaeologist Alexander

Butyagin under a Ukrainian warrant, an act

Russia calls a "political provocation."

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day  was  dominated  by  discussions  of

executive decrees and proposed tightenings of

citizenship  and  corruption  laws.  High-level

committee meetings focused on the "Year of

Unity"  implementation  and  the  expansion  of

the "Social Contract" program for veterans.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Mother-Heroine  Social  Status  Law:

Legislation  refining  the  choice  between

monthly payments or social benefits (such

as  dental  care  and  travel  vouchers)  for

women with 10 or more children.

Social Contract Expansion: De-mobilized

veterans are now eligible for 350,000 ruble

grants to  start  businesses  or  undergo

retraining.

Naturalized  Citizenship  Reform: A

proposal by the Investigative Committee to

revoke  citizenship for  serious  offenses,

targeting  those  who  have  "lost  their

political-legal connection" to Russia.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

National Treasury Meeting: Head of the

Treasury  Roman  Artyukhin  reported  to

Putin  that  1.5  trillion  rubles were

transferred to the budget in 2025, with a

99% execution rate.

Year  of  Unity  Organizing  Committee:

The  first  session  in  Moscow  outlined

hundreds of federal and regional events to

promote  national  cohesion  during  the

Special Military Operation.

Investigative  Committee  (SK)  Board

Meeting: Bastrykin  reported  that  over

14,000 corruption cases were sent to court

in 2025, a 25% increase from the previous

year.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Rehabilitation of Vigilance

A  notable  trend  is  the  intellectual  effort  to

rehabilitate citizen surveillance. On state talk

shows,  the  narrative  is  shifting  from the  "4

million denunciations" of the Stalin era as a

sign of tragedy toward a contemporary view

where reporting on "suspicious conversations"

or violations of social order (like improper pet

waste disposal or political dissent) is framed

as an act of "civic maturity." This suggests the

state  is  preparing  the  public  for  a  more

intensive  internal  security  regime,  where

"bystanders"  are  encouraged  to  act  as

extensions of the FSB.

Western  Fragmentation  and  the  "Epic

Fury" Blowback

The  "Epic  Fury"  operation  is  being  used  to

highlight  the  isolation  of  the  US  executive

branch.  Reports  emphasize  that  Trump  is

avoiding  press  questions and  that  his
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administration  is  "paranoid"  about

ammunition  shortages.  The  refusal  of

European  allies  to  participate  suggests  a

significant rift in the security architecture of

the West, which Russia is eager to exploit by

maintaining  ties  with  "sovereign"  European

leaders  like  Orban.  The  narrative  of  "Epic

Fury"  failing  its  4-week  timeline aims  to

project Western military incompetence.

Cultural  Militarization  and  Media

Integration

The  promotion  of  the  series  "New  Earth"

(Novaya Zemlya) serves as a bridge between

entertainment  and  state  propaganda.  The

series,  which  features  real  Crimean  and

Zaporozhye locals and addresses the "trauma"

of  Ukrainian  rule,  is  framed  as  a  "choice

between  good  and  evil."  This  illustrates  the

use  of  high-budget  drama  to  normalize  the

occupation of new territories and the ongoing

conflict, integrating the "war effort" into the

daily domestic life of Russian viewers.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect global oil

and gas prices to remain at extreme highs as

the Strait  of  Hormuz blockade persists.  The

US and Israel are likely to launch a "decisive"

phase  of  Operation  Epic  Fury  involving  B-2

stealth  bombers  and ballistic  missiles to  try

and  end  the  conflict  before  domestic  US

opposition becomes untenable. Inside Russia,

intensified vetting of naturalized citizens and

increased  arrests  for  "discrediting  the

military" via citizen reports are expected.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  energy

crisis will likely force European nations into a

severe recession, potentially leading to social

unrest and a shift toward "sovereign" politics

similar to Orban’s. Russia will likely capitalize

on  this  by  offering  "humanitarian"  energy

deals to friendly or neutral states. The "Year

of Unity" campaign will culminate in a series

of  patriotic  festivals  designed to  bolster  the

2026 election cycle.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  Iran  conflict

may  lead  to  a  permanent  restructuring  of

Middle  Eastern  security,  with  the  US

potentially attempting a long-term occupation

or  "governance"  role  that  could  mirror  the

failures  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan.  Russia  is

positioning  itself  as  the  leader  of  a

"multipolar"  world,  using  its  Soviet-era

geographic  and  political  dominance as  a

template  for  a  new  Eurasian  bloc  that  is

technologically and militarily self-sufficient.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

The  fracture  in  NATO  regarding  Iran

strikes  indicates  a  critical  opportunity  for

non-US powers  to  engage  in  independent

diplomacy  with  Teheran  to  reopen  the

Strait of Hormuz.

The risk of nuclear accidents at Bushehr or

Natanz  necessitates  an  immediate

international  monitoring  mission,  as  local

radiation leaks could affect the entire Gulf

region.

Russia's  "Year  of  Unity"  suggests  a

hardening  of  the  state's  social  core;

diplomatic  efforts  should  focus  on  long-

term  engagement  with  the  "technocratic"

wing  of  the  government  (e.g.,  Mishustin)

rather  than  expecting  imminent  regime

change.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Risk: Companies reliant on

Middle  Eastern  LNG  or  oil  should

immediately diversify to North American or

Australian  sources,  as  the  Hormuz

blockade  is  unlikely  to  lift  within  the

month.

Regulatory  Compliance: Naturalized

Russian  employees  or  partners  may  face

sudden  citizenship  revocation or  "loyalty

checks,"  creating  HR  and  legal  risks  for

multinational  firms  still  operating  in  the

region.

Digital Sovereignty: The launch of Digital

IDs and Messenger Max integration signals

a new level of state data control; companies

should  audit  their  data  storage to  ensure

compliance with tightening Russian digital

sovereignty laws.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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