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AFGHANISTAN MOBILIZES FOR

PROTRACTED WAR WITH PAKISTAN

AMIDST ESCALATING REGIONAL

CONFLICT AND STRATEGIC

REALIGNMENT TOWARD IRAN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 3, 2026, marks a definitive shift in the

regional  security  architecture as  the Islamic

Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) transition from

border  skirmishes  to  a  coordinated  military

campaign  dubbed  "Operation  Rad-ul-Zulm"

(Repelling  Oppression)  against  Pakistan.

Following Pakistani airstrikes that reportedly

targeted  civilians  in  Khost,  Paktika,  and

Kunar, the IEA Ministry of Defense claims to

have  retaliated  against  major  military

installations including the Nur Khan base in

Rawalpindi and the 12th Corps in Quetta. The

Taliban  leadership  is  leveraging  these

hostilities to consolidate domestic legitimacy,

framing  the  conflict  as  a  "national  and

religious  obligation"  while  reporting  the

neutralization of over 100 Pakistani personnel

and the seizure of dozens of border outposts.

This  military  escalation  is  coupled  with  a

sharp  rhetorical  pivot,  characterizing  the

Pakistani  government  as  a  "mercenary

regime"  and  a  proxy  for  Western  interests,

specifically the United States.

Simultaneously, the IEA is navigating a rapidly

destabilizing  broader  Middle  East.  Foreign

Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi  has engaged in

high-level  diplomatic  consultations  with

Iranian  officials following  reported  US  and

Israeli  strikes  on  Tehran.  The  IEA's  vocal

condemnation of these strikes, combined with

reports  of  Iranian  retaliatory  attacks  on  US

bases in the Persian Gulf and the closure of

the Strait of Hormuz, suggests a burgeoning

strategic  alignment  between  Kabul  and

Tehran against a common set of adversaries.

Domestically, the administration is attempting

to project a "business as usual" image despite

the  mobilization,  launching  a  national  tree-

planting  campaign and  reporting  significant

growth in trade with Central Asian republics—

a  clear  attempt  to  mitigate  the  economic

fallout  from  the  total  severance  of  trade

routes with Pakistan.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Initiation  of  Operation  Rad-ul-Zulm:

The IEA has formally launched a counter-

offensive against Pakistani forces following

a series of cross-border airstrikes. Military

spokesmen  claim  that  17  additional

Pakistani posts were captured in the last 30

hours, with cumulative Pakistani casualties

allegedly exceeding 150. 

Regional War Escalation: External news

segments  report  massive  Iranian  rocket

attacks on US military  bases in  the UAE,

Kuwait,  and  Bahrain,  alongside  the

targeting  of  oil  facilities in  Saudi  Arabia,

Qatar,  and  Oman.  The  US  Embassy  in

Riyadh was reportedly attacked, signaling a

total breakdown of regional stability. 
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Domestic  Mobilization  and  Civil

Unrest: Large-scale public demonstrations

have  been  orchestrated  in  Samangan,

Baghlan,  and  Kunduz,  where  citizens  and

religious scholars declared support for the

IEA’s "retaliatory strikes." In Ghor, "Special

Forces"  units  publicly  pledged to  join  the

front lines to defend "territorial integrity." 

Economic  Pivot  to  Central  Asia: The

Ministry  of  Industry  and  Commerce

reported  a  77%  increase  in  exports to

Central Asian countries in 2025, signaling a

strategic  effort  to  bypass  the  Pakistani

transit route, which has become unreliable

due to political and military tensions. 

Anti-Narcotics  and  Criminal

Crackdown: Amidst  the  war  footing,  the

Takhar Police Command reported the arrest

of  nearly  1,000  individuals for  crimes

including human trafficking and gambling,

while  seizing  "thousands  of  kilograms"  of

narcotics over the past year.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security & Defense Architecture

The IEA has deployed anti-aircraft systems

around  Kabul  and  other  major  cities  to

counter  Pakistani  aerial  incursions.

Residents are being told not to panic at the

sound of anti-aircraft fire, which is framed

as a defensive measure. 

Military  analysts  on  state  media  are

emphasizing  the  "superior  morale"  of  the

Mujahideen compared to  the  "mercenary"

nature  of  the  Pakistani  army,  citing  the

defeat of past empires (British, Soviet, US)

as  a  historical  precedent  for  the  current

conflict. 

Claims of  shooting down Pakistani  drones

in Parwan and Logar provinces suggest an

improving, albeit basic, electronic warfare

or localized air defense capability.

International Relations & Bloc Politics

The IEA is positioning itself within an anti-

Western/pro-Iran  bloc.  Foreign  Minister

Muttaqi’s  condemnation  of  US/Israeli

actions reflects  a  move  away  from  the

"neutrality"  often  claimed  in  the  early

post-2021 period. 

Engagement  with  the  United  Kingdom

remains  transactional;  the  British  Special

Envoy  for  Afghanistan,  Richard  Lindsay,

held  a  video  conference  with  the  IEA to

discuss the "political situation," though the

IEA  continues  to  warn  that  Pakistan’s

choice of war will have "consequences." 

The  anniversary  of  the  Doha  Agreement

(Feb  29/March  1)  is  being  used  as  a

propaganda  tool  to  highlight  the  "victory

over  the  US"  and  the  current  regime's

"unbreakable" status.

Economic Security & Infrastructure

The  IEA  is  pushing  for  "self-sufficiency"

through  agricultural  investment.  The  19

million  tree  campaign is  framed  as  a

"Sadaqah  Jariyah"  (ongoing  charity)  to

boost the national economy and ecological

resilience. 

Prison governance is being reformed into a

labor-based  model;  in  Pul-e-Charkhi,

inmates are trained as tailors and paid for

their work, which the administration claims

serves  the  dual  purpose  of  "reform  and

service." 
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Trade  statistics  show  a  43%  increase  in

imports from Central Asia, totaling over $2

billion,  as  the  administration  seeks  to

stabilize  supply  chains  for  fuel  and

essential goods.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  activities  have  focused  on

wartime mobilization, judicial proceedings for

captured  assets,  and  environmental

directives. Press events have been dominated

by the Ministry of Defense and the Ministry of

Foreign  Affairs  regarding  the  conflict  with

Pakistan and the regional crisis involving Iran.

BILLS  &  POLICIES  DISCUSSED/

DEBATED: 

National  Reforestation  Directive: A

policy mandating the planting of 19 million

saplings across all 34 provinces to enhance

environmental  and  economic  self-

sufficiency. 

Prisoner Vocational Reform Policy: The

expansion  of  technical  and  vocational

training programs within the prison system

to  integrate  "reformed"  individuals  back

into the workforce. 

Operation  Rad-ul-Zulm  Martial

Mandate: A  standing  military  directive

authorizing  retaliatory  strikes against

Pakistani  military  targets  in  response  to

any  violation  of  Afghan  airspace  or

territory.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Ministry  of  Defense  Briefing:

Spokesman  Mufti  Enayatullah  Khwarazmi

provided  updates  on  captured  posts and

enemy  casualties,  emphasizing  the

successful  targeting  of  Pakistani  Corps

headquarters. 

Takhar  Police  Annual  Report: Officials

presented  a  one-year  achievement

summary detailing  the  arrest  of  nearly

1,000  criminal  suspects  and  a  significant

reduction in crime rates due to community

cooperation. 

Daikundi  Humanitarian  Aid

Distribution: The  Ministry  of  Refugees

reported the distribution of food and cash

aid to  over  4,700  returned  and  needy

families in the province.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The "Proxy Regime" Narrative

A recurring theme across all transcripts is the

delegitimization  of  the  Pakistani  state.  IEA

spokespersons and analysts consistently refer

to the "Lahore and Islamabad rulers" as slaves

to US interests. By framing Pakistan not as a

sovereign  neighbor  but  as  an  "occupied"  or

"hireling" entity, the IEA justifies its military

aggression as a form of liberation or defense

against  "global  arrogance."  This  narrative

aligns with their previous rhetoric against the

US-backed  Republic,  suggesting  they  are

applying the same "insurgency" logic to their

interstate conflict with Pakistan.

Regional  Instability  and  Global  Conflict

Convergence

The  simultaneous  reporting  of  IEA-Pakistan

border  wars  and  a  massive  Iran-US-Israel

conflict  suggests  a  coordinated  or  at  least

mutually  reinforcing  set  of  escalations.  The

IEA’s  mention  of  US  drones  launching  from

Pakistani  soil to  strike  Iranian  targets

reinforces their narrative that Pakistan is the

primary enabler of Western military power in

the  region.  This  convergence  is  forcing  a

strategic  choice  upon  Kabul:  full  alignment
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with  Tehran.  The  reported  closure  of  the

Strait  of  Hormuz—a  move  that  would

devastate global energy markets—is reported

by  IEA  media  with  a  tone  of  factual

inevitability,  reflecting  a  regime  that  views

global chaos as an opportunity to solidify its

own local position.

Domestic "Sacrifice" as Governance

The  IEA is  using  the  conflict  to  reinforce  a

martial social order. Rallies in Samangan and

Baghlan are not just displays of support; they

are used to re-indoctrinate the population into

the  "Mujahideen"  identity.  Speakers

emphasize that defense is a red line and that

the  blood  of  women  and  children  killed  in

airstrikes  must  be  avenged.  This  effectively

redirects  any  internal  dissatisfaction  toward

an external enemy, using the "martyrdom" of

civilians  to  fuel  military  recruitment and

ideological loyalty.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

continued  intensification  of  cross-border

artillery  and  rocket  fire.  If  IEA  claims  of

striking Rawalpindi and Quetta are accurate,

a significant Pakistani conventional response

(likely heavy airstrikes or a localized ground

incursion) is imminent. The border will remain

closed  to  all  commercial  traffic,  leading  to

immediate  price  spikes  in  southern

Afghanistan. IEA will likely increase "Rad-ul-

Zulm"  propaganda  to  maintain  domestic

fervor as casualties rise.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Afghanistan

will  likely  formalize  a  "security

understanding"  with  Iran,  potentially

including  intelligence  sharing  or  fuel

subsidies  in  exchange  for  supporting  Iran’s

regional posture. The pivot to Central Asia for

trade  will  accelerate,  but  infrastructure

bottlenecks  (Salang  Pass,  limited  rail)  will

prevent  it  from fully  replacing the Pakistani

route.  Internal stability may be tested if  the

war  of  attrition  drains  the  IEA's  financial

reserves.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The  Durrand Line

may effectively cease to exist  as a managed

border,  devolving  into  a  permanent  "grey

zone"  of  conflict.  This  could  lead  to  a

structural realignment where the IEA actively

supports  Baloch  and  Pashtun  separatist

movements within  Pakistan  to  weaken  their

adversary  from within.  Regional  powers  like

China  and  Russia  will  be  forced  to  choose

between  a  collapsing  Pakistan  and  an

increasingly  militant,  Iranian-aligned

Afghanistan.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Diplomatic  channels  should  prioritize  de-

escalation  between  Kabul  and  Islamabad,

as a full-scale war could trigger a refugee

crisis that dwarf previous waves, especially

with the targeting of returnee camps. 

Monitor  the  potential  for  IEA-branded

"retaliatory"  terrorism  against  Western

interests,  given  the  rhetoric  linking

Pakistan's military actions to US "orders." 

Assess the impact of the Strait of Hormuz

closure on humanitarian aid logistics; fuel

costs  for  NGOs  in  Afghanistan  will  likely

triple within weeks.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Risk: Discontinue reliance

on the "Karachi to Kabul" transit corridor;

all  logistics  should  be  re-routed  through

Uzbekistan  or  Turkmenistan immediately,

despite higher costs. 

Energy  Volatility: The  regional  conflict

involving Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE

will  likely  lead  to  global  oil  shortages.

Mining  and  infrastructure  projects  in

Afghanistan  dependent  on  imported  fuel

should secure 6-month reserves. 

Security  Standards: Personnel  in  major

Afghan  cities  face  increased  risks  from

"collateral  damage"  due  to  Pakistani

airstrikes and  IEA  anti-aircraft  fire;

evacuation plans should be updated for all

non-essential staff.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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