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THE MIDDLE EAST HAS IGNITED

INTO A FULL-SCALE REGIONAL WAR

FOLLOWING THE ASSASSINATION

OF IRAN’S SUPREME LEADER AND

A DEVASTATING US-ISRAELI AIR

CAMPAIGN, CAUSING A GLOBAL

ENERGY SHOCK AND

MARGINALIZING THE UKRAINIAN

CONFLICT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  3,  2026,  marks  a  catastrophic

inflection  point  in  global  geopolitics  as

"Operation  Epic  Fury,"  led  by  the  United

States  and  Israel,  has  transitioned  from

targeted  strikes  into  a  total  regional

conflagration. The reported assassination of

Iranian  Supreme  Leader  Ali  Khamenei

following a multi-month intelligence operation

has  decapitated  the  Iranian  leadership,

though a "Council of 88" clerics in Qom was

reportedly  targeted  by  further  strikes while

attempting  to  elect  a  successor.  The

humanitarian  cost  has  surged,  most  notably

with a US-Israeli  strike on a girls'  school in

Minab  that  killed  an  estimated  160  to  175

children, an event that has catalyzed Iranian

resolve and drawn sharp condemnation from

domestic  US  critics  and  international

observers alike.

The economic fallout is immediate and severe.

Iran  has  effectively  blocked  the  Strait  of

Hormuz,  threatening  to  "burn  every  ship"

that attempts passage, leading to a spike in oil

prices toward $100 per barrel and natural gas

prices  in  Europe  exceeding  $785  per  1,000

cubic  meters.  US  military  assets  across  the

"Permian  Gulf"—including  bases  in  Qatar,

Bahrain,  Kuwait,  and  the  UAE—are  under

sustained drone and missile attack by Iranian

forces  and proxies.  This  chaos  has  forced a

strategic realignment; the UAE and Qatar are

distancing  themselves  from  Washington  to

seek  a  diplomatic  exit,  while  Spain  has

prohibited  the  use  of  its  bases for  the

campaign against Iran.

Concurrently, the conflict in Ukraine is being

sidelined  by  the  Trump  administration.

President  Trump  has  repeatedly  disparaged

President  Zelensky,  labeling  him  a  "circus

entrepreneur" and  accusing  the  previous

Biden  administration  of  depleting  US

munitions  reserves  for  a  "scam."  Russian

forces  are  exploiting  this  shift  in  Western

attention,  reporting  territorial  gains  in  the

Donbas and  Sumy  regions.  Domestically,

Russia  remains  on  high  alert  following  a

thwarted terrorist plot in Yekaterinburg and

faces  significant  seasonal  flooding  in  the

Lugansk People's Republic.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Decapitation  of  Iranian

Leadership  and  "Operation  Epic

Fury" 

The  US  and  Israel  have  reportedly

confirmed  the  assassination  of  Supreme

Leader Khamenei, a result of two years of

tracking  and  the  hacking  of  Tehran's

municipal camera network. 

Subsequent strikes targeted the "Council of

Experts"  in  Qom,  potentially  killing  the

candidates for  the  new  Supreme  Leader

and the newly appointed Defense Minister.

A devastating air strike on a girls' school in

Minab resulted in 175 deaths, becoming a

"bloody symbol" of the conflict and fueling

Iranian vows of "eternal jihad."

Closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

and Global Energy Crisis 

The IRGC has declared a total blockade of

the Strait of Hormuz, warning that "not a

drop of oil" will leave the region. 

Strategic  infrastructure  in  Saudi  Arabia

(Aramco), Qatar, and the UAE has been hit,

with oil refineries and tankers in flames.

European natural gas prices have reached

three-year highs, exceeding $750, while UK

fuel prices have surged nearly 90%.

The  Marginalization  of  the

Ukraine Conflict 

The  US  administration  has  reportedly

deprioritized  Ukraine,  with  Trump

asserting that Zelensky has "scammed" the

US out of billions in high-quality weaponry.

Zelensky  has  expressed  fear  of  a  missile

famine as Patriot interceptors are diverted

to defend US assets in the Middle East.

Russian  forces  have  liberated  the

settlement  of  Rozhdestvenskoye

(Zaporozhye)  and  advanced  toward  the

Slavyansk-Kramatorsk line.

US  Elite  Scandals  and  Domestic

Turmoil 

Former  President  Bill  Clinton  and  Hillary

Clinton testified before Congress regarding

their  ties  to  Jeffrey  Epstein,  with  Bill

Clinton  reportedly  "shaking"  as  archives

were presented.

Melania  Trump  chaired  a  UN  Security

Council session on children and technology,

which was criticized as a cynical distraction

from the deaths of Iranian children.

Anti-war protests have erupted across US

cities, with critics demanding Trump's son,

Barron, be sent to the front lines.

Russian  Internal  Security  and

State Capacity 

The  FSB  neutralized  a  Ukrainian-backed

saboteur in Yekaterinburg who intended to

bomb  a  high-ranking  defense  industry

official.

Large-scale evacuation of  Russian tourists

from the UAE and Oman is underway, with

the  Ministry  of  Transport  coordinating

dozens of "rescue" flights.

The LNR is facing its worst spring flooding

in  20  years,  necessitating  military

intervention to transport civilians via Ural

trucks and boats.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: The global energy market

is in a state of "protracted crisis." The closure

of the Strait of Hormuz threatens to push oil

to $200 per barrel. In Europe, the Druzhba

pipeline remains  a  point  of  contention;

Hungarian  Prime Minister  Viktor  Orban  has

accused Zelensky of using energy as a weapon

by  blocking  transit  to  influence  Hungarian

elections,  leading  Hungary  to  place  military

guards at its energy infrastructure.

International Relations & Foreign Policy:

A  significant  rift  has  opened  within  the

Western  alliance.  Spain  has  distanced  itself

from  Washington,  while  the  UK  under  Keir

Starmer  has  faced  "furious"  criticism  from

Trump for initially delaying permission to use

Diego  Garcia for  offensive  strikes.

Meanwhile,  Russia  and  Hungary  are

strengthening  a  "sovereign  course" of

diplomatic  engagement  amid  the  regional

collapse.

National Security & Terrorism: The FSB's

elimination  of  a  saboteur in  Yekaterinburg

highlights  the ongoing domestic  threat  from

Ukrainian intelligence. In the Middle East, the

IRGC's  subterranean  "missile  cities" prove

that strategic assets remain viable despite US

air  superiority,  shifting  the  security

architecture  from  conventional  defense  to

asymmetric regional chaos.

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics: The

US  presidency  is  being  characterized  by

"mercurial"  decision-making.  Trump’s  public

disparagement  of  allies (Spain,  UK)  and  his

focus  on  "grand  hotel  ballroom"  aesthetics

while  soldiers  die  has  drawn sharp  rebukes

from both Democrats and "MAGA" supporters

like Tucker Carlson. In Russia, the investiture

of  the  "Year  of  Unity" emphasizes  state-led

social  cohesion  centered  on  veterans  of  the

Special Military Operation.

Economic  Security: Global  stock  markets,

particularly  in  Asia  and  South  Korea,  have

plummeted by over 6.5%. The cost of the US

operation  is  reportedly  exceeding  $2  billion

per day, raising concerns about the long-term

solvency of US defense spending and the "re-

heating"  of  the  Russian energy market  as  a

sanction-resistant  alternative  for  Asian

buyers.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Russian government is considering a shift

toward  radical  property  seizure for

corruption,  while  the  US  Congress  is

embroiled in legal warfare against the "Old

Guard"  of  the  Democratic  Party  and

attempting to curb the President's unilateral

war powers.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Russian  Anti-Corruption  Reform:

Investigative  Committee  head  Alexander

Bastrykin  has  proposed  complete

confiscation  of  all  property for  corrupt

officials and stripping citizenship for those

who commit "grave crimes."

US  War  Powers  Resolution:

Congressional  Democrats  are  preparing  a

resolution  to  limit  Trump’s  military

authority following  his  initiation  of

"Operation  Epic  Fury"  without  legislative

consent.

Russian Educational  Mandate: Starting

in  September,  schools  will  transition  to

unified  federal  history  textbooks that

integrate world and domestic history with a

focus on traditional values.

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_110000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_110000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_110000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_110000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_080000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_060000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_133000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_133000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260303_170000_Vesti


HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

The  Epstein  Inquiry: A  six-hour

congressional  hearing questioned Bill  and

Hillary  Clinton regarding  trips  to

"Pedophile  Island,"  featuring  "explosive"

photographic  evidence  that  Bill  Clinton

claimed not to remember.

UN  Security  Council  on  Children:

Melania  Trump chaired a  session focused

on children in conflict,  which served as a

backdrop  for  Russia  to  highlight  the

"hypocrisy"  of  US  strikes  on  Iranian

schools.

Lavrov-Brunei  Press  Conference:

Foreign  Minister  Sergey  Lavrov  declared

that  the  US  puts  interests  above  UN

principles,  warning  that  Washington  will

not stop at Iran.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  "Circus"  Paradigm  and

Diplomatic Degradation 

A recurring theme is the total degradation of

diplomatic  norms under  the  Trump

administration.  By  labeling  Zelensky  a

"Barnum"  (a  reference  to  the  19th-century

circus promoter Phineas Barnum), Trump has

infantilized the Ukrainian war effort, signaling

its  transition  from a  strategic  priority  to  an

"unwanted liability." This trend extends to US

allies;  Trump’s  threat  to  stop  all  trade  with

Spain because they denied use of their bases

marks a shift from alliance-based diplomacy to

a "protection racket" model of foreign policy.

The Weaponization of Information

and "Dead-Drop" Narratives 

Russian  media  is  heavily  leaning  into  a

narrative  of  "Western  decay,"  using  the

Clinton-Epstein  testimony  to  portray  the  US

political  elite  as  "pedophilic  and

cannibalistic," citing figures like Mel  Gibson

to  bolster  these  claims.  Simultaneously,  the

focus  on  the  Minab  school  strike serves  to

frame the current US-Israeli operation not as

a  precision  anti-nuclear  strike,  but  as  an

"Epic Rage" campaign targeting the future of

a  civilization.  This  is  being  contrasted  with

Russia’s  "humanitarian"  role,  rescuing  its

citizens  from  the  UAE  and  providing  flood

relief in the LNR.

The Rise of Asymmetric Economic

Warfare 

Iran’s strategy of "total chaos" is a significant

trend.  Rather  than  meeting  the  US  in  a

conventional  air  battle  they  cannot  win,  the

IRGC  is  targeting  the  global  economy.  By

threatening  "every  drop  of  oil,"  they  are

leveraging  the  dependencies  of  US  allies

(UAE, Qatar) to create a "fifth column" of

frantic petro-states pleading with Washington

to stop. This indicates a future where regional

powers  can  check  US  military  dominance

through "economic decapitation."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  ground-

level  incursions as  Israel  moves deeper into

Southern  Lebanon  and  US  "advisors"

potentially  coordinate  with  Kurdish  forces

(Peshmerga) for a fragmentation of Iran. Oil

will likely exceed $120/barrel as the Hormuz

blockade tightens. In Ukraine, Russian forces

will  likely  capture the Slavyansk-Kramatorsk

line as Ukrainian air defenses fail without US

Patriot replenishments.
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Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US may

face a constitutional crisis if Trump ignores

a  potential  War  Powers  Resolution.  Europe

will  likely  enter  a  severe recession due  to

natural  gas  costs,  potentially  leading  to  a

"collapse  of  the  Green  Agenda"  as  they

scramble  for  coal  and  Russian  energy.

Hungary  and  other  "sovereign"  European

nations may openly defy Brussels to normalize

relations with Moscow for energy survival.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  maps  of  the

Middle  East  may  be  redrawn,  with  the

creation  of  a  Kurdish  state serving  as  a

permanent  US-Israeli  proxy  against  Iran,

Turkey, and Iraq. The US "Petrodollar" system

faces its greatest existential threat as Arab

nations  move  to  diversify  their  security

alliances  (potentially  toward  the  BRICS/SCO

bloc)  after  the  failure  of  the  "US  Security

Umbrella"  to  prevent  Iranian  retaliatory

strikes on their soil.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security Pillar: The US defense umbrella

is no longer seen as a guarantee of safety,

but  a  magnet  for  attacks.  Neutrality  or

"multi-vector"  diplomacy  (like  Oman  or

Azerbaijan)  is  the  only  viable  path  to

avoiding collateral destruction.

Diplomatic  Pillar: Traditional  alliances

(NATO,  US-Arab  partnerships)  are

fracturing.  Regional  powers  must  build

independent coalitions to manage crises as

Washington enters an era of "unpredictable

unilateralism."

Humanitarian  Pillar: The  death  toll  in

Iran  will  likely  lead  to  a  generation  of

radicalization;  international  bodies  must

prepare for a massive refugee crisis and a

"permanent  jihad"  against  Western

interests.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Strategy: Immediate  hedging

against $150+ oil is mandatory. Diversify

supply chains away from the Persian Gulf

toward  North  Sea  or  Arctic-based

resources where feasible.

Logistics  Strategy: The  "Hub"  status  of

Dubai  and  Abu  Dhabi  is  compromised;

global shipping and aviation should reroute

through Central Asian or African corridors

to avoid the "missile zones" of the Middle

East.

Regulatory Compliance: Investors should

anticipate aggressive asset forfeiture laws

in Russia and potential "emergency tariffs"

in  the  US,  making  "jurisdictional

diversification"  critical  for  capital

preservation.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine
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yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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