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SUDAN ASSERTS SOVEREIGNTY
AMID ETHIOPIAN DRONE
INCURSIONS AND REGIONAL
INSTABILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On March 3, 2026, the Sudanese government
shifted toward a posture of aggressive
sovereignty and domestic economic
stabilization despite the shadow of regional
warfare. The primary strategic development
involves a stern diplomatic and military
warning issued to Ethiopia following the
detection of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVS)
crossing into Sudanese airspace. This
escalation on the eastern border coincides
with a broader regional alignment, as
Sovereignty Council Chairman Abdel Fattah
al-Burhan moved to solidify ties with Bahrain
following Iranian-backed attacks on the
Kingdom, positioning Sudan within a pro-Gulf,
anti-Tehran  security = architecture. This
geopolitical maneuvering occurs as Khartoum
attempts to mitigate the fallout of a wider
Iran-Israel-US conflict that threatens essential
commodity supply chains across the Horn of

Africa.

Domestically, the administration of Prime
Minister Kamil Idris is prioritizing economic
normalization and the restoration of state
capacity. The Supreme Economic Committee’s
decision to increase public sector wages in
the 2026 budget serves as a critical attempt
to maintain social order and civil service
loyalty amidst the protracted "Karama"
(Dignity) battle against rebel militias. Efforts
to revive the agricultural
specifically the Sennar and Gezira schemes—
are being framed as national security
imperatives to ensure food sovereignty.
However, the presence of illegal taxation and
"jabiyat" in liberated areas like Khartoum’s Al-
Hurriya street underscores the ongoing
challenge of re-establishing a unified, rule-of-
law-based administrative structure.

heartlands—

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Sudan-Ethiopia Border Escalation

* The Sudanese government officially warned
Ethiopia against hostile acts after tracking
drone incursions from Ethiopian territory
targeting sites within Sudan. State officials
characterized these acts as a violation of
sovereignty, asserting Sudan's right to
defend its territorial integrity.

Analysts suggest Ethiopian Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed may be seeking to provide
logistic support to the militia or secure a
naval outlet on the Red Sea by destabilizing
Sudanese border regions. Intelligence
reports indicate Ethiopian airports are
being prepared to host rebel fighter
contingents.
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Economic Stabilization & Wage Reform

* The Supreme Economic Committee,
chaired by PM Kamil Idris, approved a
national wage increase for the 2026 fiscal
year, with immediate implementation for
the armed forces and security apparatus.
This is intended to counteract inflation and
reward "Karama" battle participants.

PM Idris conducted a high-profile visit to
Khartoum’s Al-Hurriya street to condemn
illegal levies collected by unauthorized
actors, ordering the immediate restoration
of power to the commercial district to

encourage the return of displaced
merchants.

Regional Conflict Spillover (Iran-Israel-
UsS)

* The Ministry of Industry and Trade held
emergency sessions to discuss the war
between Iran, Israel, and the US, focusing
on the disruption of flour, sugar, and fuel
imports. Foreign policy experts noted that
the conflict, now in its third week, has
effectively incapacitated Iranian leadership
following initial strikes.

Sudan is coordinating the evacuation of its
citizens from Tehran, Beirut, and Istanbul
as the conflict expands into the Eastern
Mediterranean and Persian Gulf.

Agricultural Mobilization

* Minister of Agriculture and Forestry
emphasized self-sufficiency through the use
of improved seeds and mechanization in
Sennar and the Gezira Scheme. New
agricultural platforms are being
established to facilitate exports and secure
the national food supply during the 2026
season.

* The Sennar state government is focusing

on the Dali and Mazmoum regions to
bridge the food gap caused by conflict-

related disruptions in the central states.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics & Strategic
Alignment

e Sudan has pivotally aligned with the

Kingdom of Bahrain following Iranian

aggression, with Al-Burhan offering full
solidarity to King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.
This reinforces Sudan’s role in a regional
bloc opposing Iranian influence, which is
seen as a driver of domestic militia support.

The government is carefully managing its
relationship with the UAE, which remains
under scrutiny for alleged support of rebel
militias through airports in Chad and
logistical hubs in the Central African
Republic.

Economic Security & Financial Resilience

* The Central Bank of Sudan is moving

forward with infrastructure projects,
issuing a tender for new administrative
floors at its headquarters, signaling long-
term institutional confidence. Meanwhile,
rising commodity prices in Um Ruwaba
(North Kordofan) for sesame and hibiscus
highlight the ongoing pressure on
agricultural markets.

* The Gezira Scheme is seeking guaranteed

floor prices for wheat to incentivize
farmers, with PM Idris seeking to finalize
funding via domestic and regional banks.
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State Capacity & Social Order

* The Sudanese Medical Specialization Board

(SMSB) is utilizing digital platforms to

maintain physician training and
certification despite the destruction of its
Khartoum  headquarters. SMSB  has
graduated 17,000 specialists to date, a
critical metric for maintaining the

healthcare sector during the war.

* Public resistance movements (Mugawama
Sha'biya) in Khartoum’s Al-Fitihab district
are leading civil cleanup and reconstruction
efforts, stepping in where municipal
services have failed due to the conflict.

Critical Infrastructure

* The Nile River Transport Company (NRTC)
in Kosti is being revitalized to serve as a
logistical backbone between Sudan and
South Sudan. The company possesses 17
tugboats capable of hauling 2,000 tons
each, essential for moving goods in the
absence of stable road networks.

* The electricity supply to central Khartoum
is being prioritized to catalyze the return of
commercial life and provide a semblance of
normalcy.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity focused on fiscal policy
and organizational restructuring to support
the war effort and student welfare. Key
actions included the formalization of the 2026
budget priorities and the transfer of

institutional oversight to the Ministry of
Health.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 2026
National Budget: Approved by the
Supreme Economic Committee, specifically
authorizing wage increases for state
employees and security forces. Decree
170: Issued by the Council of Ministers,
transferring supervision of the Sudanese
Medical Specialization Board back to the
Federal Minister of Health to streamline
healthcare workforce management.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
Education Ministry Session: Minister Al-
Tahami Abdul Majid reviewed exam
logistics for displaced students and those in
Darfur, ensuring academic continuity. Hajj
& Endowment Briefing: Minister of
Endowments detailed the compensation
and replacement of Sudanese endowment
properties in Saudi Arabia, aligning with
the Saudi 2030 Vision and securing long-
term religious revenue streams.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Regional Alliances

Sudan’s foreign policy is increasingly defined
by "bloc politics." By supporting Bahrain and
condemning Iran, Khartoum is signaling to
Saudi Arabia and the US that it is a reliable
partner in the Red Sea security corridor. This
is a strategic move to isolate the Rapid
Support Forces (RSF), which the government
frequently links to destabilizing foreign
actors. The threat of Ethiopian drone
incursions adds a second front, forcing Sudan
to balance between Gulf diplomacy and Horn
of Africa defense.

Civil-Military Synergy in Governance
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A recurring theme is the "Karama" (Dignity)
framework, which blends military operations
with social initiatives. The Justice and
Equality Movement (JEM) and other joint
forces are not just fighting; they are hosting
Iftars, cleaning streets, and providing medical
support to the wounded. This indicates a
"total war" footing where the state relies on
armed political movements and volunteer
committees to perform basic governance
functions, potentially complicating the future
integration of these forces into a single

national army.

Agricultural Resilience as National

Defense

With the global supply chain under threat

from the Iran-US conflict, the Sudanese state
is treating agriculture as a strategic asset.
The drive for new export platforms and
funding for Sennar and White Nile farmers is
intended to prevent famine and reduce
reliance on expensive imports. The wage
increase for public workers also serves this
end, providing the liquidity needed for
citizens to afford rising food costs.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Increased military deployment to the
eastern borders to counter Ethiopian drone
threats. This may lead to localized
skirmishes or a formal complaint to the UN
Security Council regarding Ethiopian
aggression.

e Initial disbursement of increased wages to

the military, likely boosting morale ahead of
planned offensives to clear militia remnants
from Khartoum and Gezira.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* Success or failure of the 2026 agricultural
season will determine Sudan's inflation
trajectory. If the Sennar and Gezira
schemes underperform, the government
will face severe civil unrest due to food
scarcity.

e Integration of evacuees from Iran and
Lebanon into the domestic economy,
potentially straining local resources in Port
Sudan and the Northern State.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

e The shift in Sudanese Endowments in Saudi
Arabia toward high-value urban properties
in Jeddah will provide a permanent, dollar-
denominated revenue stream for the state,
independent of  domestic
fluctuations.

economic

* The permanent militarization of political
movements like JEM into the "joint force"

model may lead to a restructured security
sector where political and military power
are indistinguishable.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Assistance: Partners should
focus on anti-dron hnol and border
monitoring to prevent the Sudan-Ethiopia
tension from becoming a regional
conflagration.

* Supply Chain Diversification: Given the
Iran-Israel-US conflict, humanitarian
agencies must secure alternative grain and
fuel routes via the Red Sea that bypass
potential Mediterranean/Gulf chokepoints.
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* Governance Support: International
recognition of the SMSB’s certification
standards will help stabilize the health
sector by allowing Sudanese doctors to
work and train under global standards.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Infrastructure Opportunities: The Bank
of Sudan's construction tenders and
Khartoum's reconstruction plans offer entry
points for resilient construction and
engineering firms specializing in conflict-
affected zones.

Agricultural Technology: Significant
demand exists for improved seeds and
irrigation technology in Sennar and White

Nile as the state pushes for self-sufficiency.

Regulatory Risk: Investors must account
for unauthorized taxation and levies by
non-state actors in transitional areas,
requiring robust legal and security
assessments.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetaruS@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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