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THE REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

ENTERS A HIGH-STAKES ELECTION

CYCLE DEFINED BY THE

CENTRALIZATION OF POWER

AROUND PRESIDENT DENIS

SASSOU NGUESSO, STRATEGIC

ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP,

AND DEEPENING ECONOMIC

RELIANCE ON CHINA.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 3, 2026, serves as a pivotal moment in

the Republic of the Congo’s political calendar,

dominated  by  the  final  stages  of  the

presidential campaign ahead of the March 15

vote. President Denis Sassou Nguesso (DSN)

is  leveraging  a  massive  state-supported

campaign  apparatus  to  project  an  image  of

"continuity,  peace,  and stability,"  particularly

in  historically  restive  regions  like  the  Pool

department.  The  narrative  of  the  day  is  a

calculated  blend  of  domestic  security

maneuvers and international posturing, where

the  administration  presents  the  Congo  as  a

global  environmental  "lung"  while

simultaneously  deepening its  economic pivot

toward  China  through  historic  tariff-free

export agreements. Security forces have been

placed  on  high  alert,  with  a  significant

reshuffling  of  military  and  gendarmerie

command structures to ensure "order" during

the upcoming "anticipated vote" for the force

publique on March 12.

On  the  international  stage,  the  Congo  is

positioning itself  as  the vanguard of  African

environmental  interests.  Commemorating

African  Environment  Day,  the  government

delivered  a  "no-complacency"  diagnostic  of

the  continent's  climate  risks,  framing  the

Congo Basin’s peatlands and forests as critical

global assets. This environmental diplomacy is

matched  by  tangible  economic  shifts,

specifically the formalization of the "Codepa"

agreement with China,  which removes trade

barriers for Congolese agricultural products.

This  dual-track  strategy—asserting

environmental  sovereignty  while  securing

Chinese  investment—aims  to  insulate  the

regime  from  external  criticism  while

promising long-term economic diversification

to a youth-heavy electorate increasingly vocal

about unemployment.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Intensification  of  the  Presidential

Campaign: President  Denis  Sassou

Nguesso  conducted  a  high-profile  tour  of

the  Pool  and  Lekoumou  departments,

focusing  on  the  reinsertion  of  ex-

combatants and the "end of fear" in regions

previously impacted by civil strife. Support

groups like the "Vague Bleue" (Blue Wave)

and  various  "patriarchal"  initiatives  are

mobilizing massive youth crowds to ensure

a first-round victory. 
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Strategic Economic Pivot to China: The

Minister  of  International  Cooperation,

Denis  Christel  Sassou  Nguesso,  finalized

agreements  for  the  export  of  agricultural

products including  cocoa  and  potassium

salt  to  China  under  a  zero-tariff  regime.

This "Codepa" agreement is presented as a

pragmatic  realization of  the  partnership

between Presidents Xi Jinping and Sassou

Nguesso. 

Environmental Sovereignty and "Green

Justice": Minister  Arlette  Soudan-Nonno

issued  a  stern  diagnostic  on  African

Environment Day, noting that Africa warms

1.5  times  faster than  the  global  average

despite  emitting  less  than  4%  of

greenhouse  gases.  The  administration  is

positioning the Congo as a global leader in

carbon sequestration. 

Security  Sector  Command  Reshuffle:

Ahead of the elections, the government has

installed new commanders in key strategic

zones, including Zone 6 (Likouala) and the

Plateaux  and  Sangha  regions.  The

Gendarmerie  National  has  issued  strict

"mission letters" for the securing of borders

and the electoral process. 

Anti-Corruption  Judicial  Theater: The

Brazaville Criminal Court is set to open a

major  trial  on  March  4  involving  the

Mayolas  case,  where several  high-ranking

individuals  face  charges  of  embezzlement

and money laundering, signaling a "rule of

law"  push  during  the  sensitive  campaign

period. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Succession Dynamics: The

political  landscape  is  dominated  by  the

personality cult of the "Bâtisseur Infatigable"

(Tireless  Builder).  However,  the  prominent

role  of  Denis  Christel  Sassou  Nguesso in

brokering  international  trade  deals  and

"Princess"  Mawangasa  in  grassroots

mobilization suggests a deepening of dynastic

influence within the PCT (Congolese Party of

Labour).  The  campaign  is  framed  as  an

"intergenerational transition" led by a steady

hand. 

International  Relations  &  Trade: The

ratification and implementation of the Codepa

agreement with China represents a strategic

shift toward the East. By eliminating customs

duties on Congolese exports, the government

is  attempting  to  bypass  traditional  Western

economic  dependencies  and  provide  a

tangible  outlet for  the  country's  nascent

agricultural sector. 

National  Security  &  Domestic  Stability:

Security  is  the  campaign’s  primary  selling

point. The Force Publique is scheduled to vote

early  on  March  12 to  ensure  they  are

available  to  "secure  the  civilian  vote"  on

March  15.  New  command  appointments  in

regions  like  the  Plateaux  and  Kenie-Alima

emphasize  border  security  and  "inter-force

cohesion" to prevent unrest. 

Environment  &  Energy  Security:

Governance of the "Blue Fund" and the Congo

Basin peatlands is being elevated to a matter

of  national  sovereignty.  The  state  is

aggressively marketing its 22 million hectares

of  primary  forest  as  a  net  carbon  sink that

absorbs the emissions of the entire European

Union,  seeking  to  leverage  this  for  "climate

justice" and financial support. 

Economic  Security  &  Food  Access: The

"Grande  Foire  Agricole"  (Great  Agricultural

Fair)  and  school  feeding  programs  are

highlighted to address food security concerns.

Agricultural cooperatives are being promoted

as the primary engine for youth employment,

moving away from oil dependency. 
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and regulatory activity focused on

finalizing  trade  treaties  and  judicial

accountability,  while  the  National  Electoral

Commission  (CNEI)  managed  the  logistical

rollout of the presidential vote.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Codepa  (Partnership  for  Shared

Development): A  commercial  treaty

ratified  in  late  2025  between  Congo  and

China that suppresses all customs duties on

Congolese exports to China. 

CNEI  Distribution  Mandate:

Administrative  order  for  the  "exhaustive

distribution" of elector cards across all 15

departments starting March 2. 

Budgetary Sessions (Pointe-Noire): The

10th  ordinary  session  of  the  Municipal

Council  focused  on  investment  programs

for  2026 and  land  protection  measures

near Agostino Neto Airport. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

African  Environment  Day  Declaration:

Minister Arlette Soudan-Nonno delivered a

televised address detailing the diagnostics

of continental climate risks and Congolese

leadership in forest preservation. 

Mayolas  Trial  Briefing: Public

announcement  regarding  the  March  4

criminal  court  opening for  a  major

embezzlement and money laundering case. 

CNEI Technical  Briefing: The  President

of  the  CNEI  summoned  technical

committees  to  control  the  distribution of

electoral materials and finalize voter lists. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  "Continuity"  vs.  "Chaos"

Narrative 

The  state  media  apparatus  is  successfully

framing the election not as a choice between

policy  platforms,  but  as  a  choice  between

peace  and  a  "leap  into  the  unknown." By

repeatedly referencing the history of violence

in  the  Pool  department  and  the  successful

silencing  of  weapons,  the  Sassou  Nguesso

campaign  leverages  historical  trauma  to

discourage  political  experimentation.

Opposition  candidates  like  Destin  Gavé  are

granted limited coverage, often restricted to

localized  campaign  promises like  mobile

clinics,  which  pales  in  comparison  to  the

"modernizer" imagery used for the incumbent.

Environmental  Diplomacy  as  a

New Resource Front 

Congo is pivoting from being an "oil state" to

an  "environment  state,"  but  with  a  similar

rent-seeking  mindset.  The  government’s

emphasis  on  the  Congo  Basin  peatlands—

which store 10 billion tons of CO2—is a clear

bid for international carbon credit financing.

The  narrative  of  "Green  Sovereignty"

(souveraineté  verte)  serves  to  cast  the

Congo  as  an  indispensable  partner for  the

global North, effectively shielding the regime

from  domestic  governance  criticisms  by

making it "too green to fail."

Militarization  of  the  Electoral

Process 

The extensive coverage of military command

transfers (Zone 6, Zone 3) and the emphasis

on the "first vote" for the military suggests a

high  degree  of  state  anxiety  regarding

potential  post-election  unrest.  The  explicit
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"mission letters" for the securing of  borders

indicate  that  the  government  views  the

election  period  through  a  national  security

lens rather than a purely civic one.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The March 12-15

voting  window  is  expected  to  proceed  with

high security and heavy military presence. A

first-round victory for Denis Sassou Nguesso

is  the  projected  outcome,  supported  by  the

massive "Vague Bleue" mobilization. Localized

protests  in  opposition  strongholds  are

possible  but  will  likely  be  contained  by  the

recently  reshuffled regional  gendarmerie

commands. The Mayolas trial will continue as

a  public  demonstration  of  anti-corruption

efforts.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Following the

election,  the  government  will  likely  move

quickly  to  operationalize  the  Codepa

agreements with  China  to  show  immediate

economic "acceleration." Efforts to launch the

"Congo Basin Radio Television" will  intensify

to  solidify  the  environmental  leadership

narrative. We may see a cabinet reshuffle that

further  elevates  "technocrats"  like  Denis

Christel Sassou Nguesso as the architects of a

post-oil economy.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  Congo  will

attempt  to  transition  its  economy  toward

agribusiness  and  carbon  markets.  However,

the reliance on Chinese credit and zero-tariff

trade  could  create  new  forms  of  debt

vulnerability.  The  "Green  Sovereignty"

initiative  will  either  succeed  in  bringing  in

massive  ESG  (Environmental,  Social,  and

Governance)  investment  or  remain  a

rhetorical  tool used  to  maintain  regime

stability while the oil sector remains the true,

albeit declining, bedrock of the state.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Climate  diplomats  should  engage  the

Congo  Basin  Climate  Commission more

aggressively,  as  it  is  the  administration’s

preferred  channel  for  international

legitimacy and carbon-offset negotiations. 

Monitor  the  "force  publique"  anticipated

vote  on  March 12 for  signs  of  dissent  or

irregular  mobilization,  as  this  will  be  a

leading  indicator  of  the  security

environment  for  the  general  election  on

March 15. 

The  deepening  Sino-Congolese  trade

relationship through Codepa suggests that

Western  influence  in  the  Congolese

agricultural  and  mineral  sectors  is  being

strategically  eroded  in  favor  of  Chinese

interests. 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Investors  in  the  agricultural  and  agro-

industrial  sectors  should  leverage  the

newly  ratified  Codepa  zero-tariff  rules,

which  significantly  lower  the  barrier  for

Congolese-produced  goods  entering  the

Chinese market. 

The "Mayolas"  case and the CNTR audits

into  passport  revenue  and  the  Blood

Transfusion  Center  signal  a  volatile

regulatory  environment  where  "anti-

corruption" can be used as a political tool. 

The expansion of broadband and Canal Plus

digital offers in March indicates a growing,

though  state-monitored,  consumer  market

for  digital  services  and  entertainment

amidst the election-period stimulus. 
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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