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THE ASSASSINATION OF IRAN'S
SUPREME LEADER AND THE
SUBSEQUENT CLOSURE OF THE
STRAIT OF HORMUZ HAVE
TRIGGERED A GLOBAL ENERGY
CRISIS, FUNDAMENTALLY
SHIFTING WESTERN MILITARY
PRIORITIES AWAY FROM UKRAINE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 3, 2026, marks a seismic shift in global
geopolitics following the confirmed death of
Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei and the ensuing "Epic Rage"
military operation launched by the United
States and Israel. The assassination has
catalyzed a full-scale regional war, with the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
declaring the Strait of Hormuz closed to all
maritime traffic. This blockade has paralyzed
approximately 20% of the world's oil supply,
sending crude prices toward $150 per barrel
and triggering panic-buying of fuel in
secondary markets like Thailand. Iran has
retaliated against the US-Israeli coalition with
widespread ballistic missile and drone strikes
on American bases in Bahrain, Kuwait, and

the UAE, while also striking the US Embassy
in Riyadh.

The escalation has effectively sidelined the
conflict in Ukraine, as Western air defense
resources—specifically Patriot and NASAMS
interceptors—are being redirected to the
Middle East. Russian forces have leveraged
this window of opportunity, announcing the
capture of the settlements of Veselyanka and
Bobylevka. Simultaneously, the Ukrainian
government is facing a severe internal crisis
as a public rift widens between President
Zelensky and former Commander-in-Chief
Zaluzhny. The convergence of energy
shortages in Europe, the depletion of Western
munitions, and the pivot of American focus
toward Tehran suggests a critical inflection
point where the "rules-based order" is being
challenged by high-intensity kinetic warfare
on multiple fronts.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Assassination of Ali Khamenei and
Total War in the Middle East

e The US and Israel have launched
"Operation Epic Rage," targeting Iranian
leadership, nuclear facilities in Natanz, and

government buildings in Tehran.

* The IRGC has retaliated by targeting US
naval assets, including claims of strikes
against the USS Abraham Iincoln, and
destroying the US military base in Bahrain
with ballistic missiles.

* A catastrophic strike on a girls' school in
Minab resulted in the death of over 170
children, leading to massive domestic
mobilization within Iran and international
condemnation.
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Global Energy Crisis and the Hormuz
Blockade

* The TRGC announced the total closure of
the Strait of Hormuz, threatening to sink
any tanker attempting passage.

* Oil prices have surged past $81 and are
projected by analysts to reach $200 per
barrel if the conflict becomes protracted.

* Qatar has reportedly suspended LNG
production due to infrastructure damage,

causing European gas prices to spike by
50% in a single day.

Strategic Resource Depletion in Ukraine

» Military analysts report that the US and

Israel exhausted a year's worth of
interceptor missiles in the first 12 days of

the initial escalation, leaving Ukraine with
an acute shortage of air defense.

* Zelensky has expressed concern that
Western attention and weaponry are being
diverted to the Middle East theater,
potentially leading to the collapse of the
Ukrainian front.

Internal Political Collapse in Kiev

e Former Commander-in-Chief = Zaluzhny,

currently serving as Ambassador to the UK,
launched a blistering media attack on
Zelensky, blaming him for the failure of the
2023 counter-offensive.

* Reports indicate a "Gatman" (leadership)

struggle is being stoked by London and
Washington as they prepare a replacement

for the Zelensky administration.

Russian Military Advances and

Technological Speed

* Russian forces announced the liberation of
Veselyanka (Zaporizhzhia) and Bobylevka
(Sumy), utilizing specialized night-shrouded
"anti-drone ponchos" and fog to bypass
Ukrainian surveillance.

* The Russian defense industry has
reportedly reduced the cycle from design to
production for armored vehicles like the
BTR-22 and Spartak to just 3-4 months.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic Stability

* The global economy faces a "price shock"
as the blockade of the Persian Gulf halts
the transit of 20 million barrels of oil per
day.

* European nations are calling on Ukraine to
open access to pipelines carrying Russian
oil to compensate for the loss of Middle
Eastern supplies.

* Prime Minister Mishustin emphasized that
Russia's budget remains resilient and
socially oriented despite external shocks,
focusing on housing subsidies and domestic
industry.

National Security and Military Technology

e The US Senate has banned Chinese
microchips in drone production, a move
military leaders claim is hampering the
production of cheap FPV drones.

* Russian military analysts compared the
Lancet and Switchblade drones, claiming
American "commercial-off-the-shelf"
procurement strategies have failed in high-
intensity combat.
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* Iran's use of hypersonic glide vehicles has

reportedly overwhelmed regional Aegis and
Patriot defenses.

Diplomatic Engagement and Bloc Politics

* China has declared support for Iranian
sovereignty, placing Trump's upcoming
visit to Beijing in severe jeopardy.

* The European Union is ideologicall
fractured; Spain and Germany have refused
to participate in the war, while the UK and
France have signaled military support for
the US-Israeli coalition.

Succession and Social Order

* The Iranian Council of Experts is under
physical attack in Qom, complicating the

selection of a successor to Khamenei.

* Internal dissent in the US is rising, with
70% of Americans reportedly opposing the
war with Iran as casualties among US
service members mount.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on the legality of
the US-led intervention in Iran and the
allocation of dwindling military stockpiles.
Both American and European legislatures are
debating the financial and social costs of a
multi-theater war during an energy crisis.

* US Congressional War Powers
Resolution: Democrats are reportedly
preparing a resolution to halt funding for
the Iran campaign, citing a lack of
constitutional authorization and the risk to
US personnel.

* Russian Social Support Expansion: The
Russian government is drafting a new
"People's Program" to increase maternal
capital and housing support for families
with three or more children.

* Russian GOST Standards: A new state
standard (GOST) for food products,
specifically chips, will take effect April 1st
to regulate quality and fat content across
the Eurasian Economic Union.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

THE END OF "PROXY WARFARE"
AND THE RETURN OF DIRECT
INTERVENTION

e ANALYSTS OBSERVE THAT THE US
HAS ABANDONED THE OBAMA-
ERA STRATEGY OF USING
PROXIES AND AVIATION ALONE,
MOVING TOWARD DIRECT
REGIME-CHANGE OPERATIONS IN
IRAN. HOWEVER, THE LACK OF A
"GROUND PLAN" IS BEING
CRITICIZED AS A STRATEGIC
OVERSIGHT THAT COULD LEAD
TO A CATASTROPHIC REGIONAL
VACUUM.

THE "PETRO-DOLLAR" IN PERIL

e THE DESTABILIZATION OF THE
PERSIAN GULF IS SEEN AS THE
FINAL BILOW TO THE PETRO-
DOLIAR SYSTEM. AS OIL-
PRODUCING MONARCHIES LIKE
SAUDI ARABIA AND THE UAE FAIL
TO SECURE PROTECTION FROM

THE US, THEY ARE INCREASINGLY

LOOKING TOWARD ALTERNATIVE
SECURITY ARCHITECTURES AND
CURRENCIES, INCLUDING THE
BRICS FRAMEWORK.

WEAPONIZATION OF GLOBAL
SUPPLY CHAINS

e THE CONFLICT HAS
HIGHLIGHTED THE FRAGILITY OF
WESTERN DEFENSE SUPPLY
CHAINS. THE RELIANCE ON
HIGH-COST, LOW-VOLUME
MUNITIONS LIKE THE PATRIOT
INTERCEPTOR ($4M PER SHOT)
AGAINST LOW-COST IRANIAN
SWARMS IS CREATING A
"MATHEMATICAL DEFICIT" THAT
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL BASES
CANNOT BRIDGE IN THE SHORT
TERM.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a massive spike in global inflation

as energy costs filter through to
manufacturing and transport. Civil unrest
is likely in Europe as fuel shortages
worsen.

* Military pressure on Ukraine will increase
as Russian forces capitalize on depleted
Ukrainian missile stocks.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

» The US will face a severe domestic political
crisis leading into the mid-term elections if
the Iranian campaign remains inconclusive
and casualties continue to rise.

* A shift in leadership in Kiev is probable,
with Zaluzhny or a similar figure being
positioned by Western handlers to
negotiate a freeze in the conflict with
Russia.
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Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The Middle East will likely undergo a
fundamental re-alignment away from the
US. If Iran successfully holds the Strait of
Hormuz for a significant period, the global
center of gravity for energy will shift
permanently toward Russia and the Arctic
Northern Sea Route.

e The '"militarization of FEurope" will

accelerate as the RAND Corporation
predicts a direct NATO-Russia conflict is

becoming inevitable due to the breakdown
of regional security treaties.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: Immediate focus must be placed
on securing alternative maritime routes
and pipelines, as the Persian Gulf is now a
high-risk combat zone.

* Diplomatic: Engagement with "middle
powers" like India and Turkey will be
essential to mediate the Iran-US deadlock.
* Humanitarian: The strike on civilian
infrastructure in Iran suggests a new
refugee crisis is imminent, requiring urgent

international response planning.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy: Shift investments toward non-Gulf
0oil and gas producers and renewable
infrastructure, as the Hormuz blockade is
unlikely to be cleared quickly.

* Defense: Prioritize companies involved in
(drones) and counter-drone technology,
which have proven to be the decisive factor
in current conflicts.

* Supply Chain: De-risk operations that rely
on Persian Gulf logistics hubs like Jebel Ali

and Fujairah, as these have become
primary targets for Iranian retaliation.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the wunderlying
sources for details.

deeply examine

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.
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For questions or suggestions, please contact Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn archive.org/details/tv.
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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