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THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL

HAVE EXPANDED OPERATION EPIC

FURY INTO A MULTI-FRONT

REGIONAL WAR, TRIGGERING A

GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS

FOLLOWING IRAN'S CLOSURE OF

THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ AND

TARGETED STRIKES ON GULF

INFRASTRUCTURE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 4, 2026, marks a definitive escalation

in the Middle East as "Operation Epic Fury,"

the  joint  U.S.-Israeli  offensive  against  Iran,

enters its fifth day. What began as a targeted

strike  against  nuclear  facilities  and  the

Iranian leadership—resulting in the death of

the  Supreme  Leader on  Day  1—has

metastasized into a regional conflict involving

nearly a dozen nations. The U.S. Secretary of

War,  Pete  Hegseth,  has  declared  that  the

coalition  is  winning  the  war,  citing  the  first

sinking of an enemy vessel by torpedo since

the  Second  World  War.  However,  Iran  has

responded  with  a  highly  effective

asymmetrical  strategy,  successfully  shutting

down  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  through  which

20% of  the  world’s  oil  flows,  and launching

drone and missile barrages against U.S. allies

in  the  United  Arab  Emirates,  Saudi  Arabia,

and Qatar.

Domestically,  Canadian Prime Minister Mark

Carney is attempting to navigate a "realistic"

foreign policy that supports U.S. objectives to

prevent  a  nuclear  Iran  while  simultaneously

expressing regret that the initial strikes likely

violated international law. This nuanced—and

widely  criticized—position  coincides  with  a

growing  Canadian  push  for  "food

independence" and energy self-sufficiency, as

the  conflict  drives  oil  prices  toward  $100 a

barrel  and  highlights  the  vulnerability  of

global  supply  chains.  At  home,  security

concerns  are  mounting  following  a  targeted

shooting  at  a  Toronto  synagogue and  a

coroner's  inquest  into  a  mass  shooting  in

Tumbler Ridge, BC, reflecting a broader sense

of global and domestic instability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional  Contagion  and  the  Opening  of

the Northern Front

The  Israel  Defense  Forces  (IDF)  have

launched  a  ground  invasion  of  southern

Lebanon,  establishing  positions  in  five

outposts to push back Hezbollah militants

who have been firing rockets into northern

Israel.  Mass  evacuation orders have been

issued  for  large  swaths  of  southern

Lebanon,  with  over  30,000  civilians

displaced.

U.S.  and  Israeli  air  strikes  have  flattened

the Assembly of Experts building in Tehran,

the body responsible for choosing the next

Supreme  Leader,  in  a  clear  attempt  to

decapitate  the  regime's  succession

mechanism.
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The Iranian Red Crescent reports that the

death  toll  in  Iran  has  surpassed  780,

including at least 150 children killed in a

strike on a girls' school in southern Iran on

the first day of the war.

Weaponization  of  Global  Energy  Choke

Points

Iran  has  effectively  closed  the  Strait  of

Hormuz,  with  the  Revolutionary  Guard

vowing to set fire to any vessel attempting

transit.  Dozens  of  tankers  are  stalled  on

either  side of  the  waterway  as  insurance

companies withdraw coverage.

U.S. President Donald Trump has proposed

a financial insurance backstop for tankers

and suggested naval  escorts  to  break the

blockade, though analysts remain skeptical

of the feasibility of protecting slow-moving

commercial  vessels  from  "kamikaze"

drones.

The  conflict  has  caused  gas  prices  in

Canada to rise by approximately 10 cents

per  liter  since  Saturday,  with  experts

predicting a further 5-10% increase if  the

Hormuz blockade persists.

Canadian  Pivot  Toward  Strategic  Self-

Sufficiency

In  response  to  Trump’s  tariff  threats  and

the global instability,  Canadian businesses

are  investing  millions  in  pursuit  of  food

independence.  Projects  include  an  $85

million  can-manufacturing  facility  in

Ontario  and  a  $52  million  expansion  of

vertical farming for leafy greens.

Canada’s  Energy  Minister  reports  an

increase in inquiries from nervous nations

seeking  Canada  as  a  safe,  values-based

producer of energy and critical minerals to

replace  Middle  Eastern  and  Russian

supplies.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Financial Resilience

The  U.S.  is  leveraging  its  status  as  the

world's top oil producer to mitigate market

shocks,  though  a  prolonged  Hormuz

closure  is  expected  to  trigger  a  global

recession.

The  Canadian  government  is  promoting

new pipeline  plans as  a  matter  of  global

security,  framing  Canada  as  a  stable

"energy superpower" amid the chaos.

AI and Information Warfare

The  war  has  seen  the  first  major  AI-

generated  misinformation  crisis on  social

media  platforms  like  X,  where  an  AI

chatbot (Grock) incorrectly confirmed fake

footage  of  missiles  hitting  Tel  Aviv  as

authentic.

Iran  is  maintaining  a  near-total  internet

blackout,  with  connectivity  at  just  1%,

effectively weaponizing the "kill switch" to

control  the  flow  of  information  and

suppress domestic dissent.

Coalition  Cohesion  and  Diplomatic

Relations

Friction  is  emerging  within  the  Western

alliance; President Trump has insulted UK

PM Keir Starmer and threatened to cut off

trade with Spain over their reticence to be

drawn further into the conflict.

France  and  the  UK  have  deployed  naval

assets to  the  Mediterranean  to  protect

Cyprus  and  British  bases  from  Iranian

drone retaliation.
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Domestic  Stability  and  Social  Order

(Canada)

Security around Jewish and Muslim places

of  worship has been increased across the

GTA following  a  targeted  shooting  at

Temple Emmanuel synagogue.

Student protests are escalating in Ontario

as hundreds walk out of classes to oppose

the  Ford  government’s  cuts  to  OSAP

grants.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  activity  today  centered  on  war

powers,  immigration  reform in  Quebec,  and

the  permanent  adoption  of  Daylight  Saving

Time  in  British  Columbia.  Legislators  are

grappling  with  the  tension  between

emergency responses to the Middle East war

and long-standing domestic policy shifts.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

U.S. War Powers Act: The U.S. Senate is

debating legislation that would require the

President  to  seek  congressional  approval

for  further  military  action.  Passage  is

deemed  unlikely  due  to  the  Republican

majority.

Quebec  Skilled  Worker  Selection

Program  (PSTQ): The  provincial

government  is  defending  the  replacement

of  the  fast-track  PEC  program  with  a

points-based  system  prioritizing  labor

shortages outside Montreal.

BC  Daylight  Saving  Time  Reform:

British  Columbia  has  officially  adopted

permanent  daylight  saving  time,  aligning

with  the  Yukon  and  ending  the  bi-annual

time change.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

U.S.  Oval  Office  Press  Briefing:

President Trump defended Operation Epic

Fury, claiming he "forced Israel's hand" to

prevent  an  "imminent"  Iranian  attack,

though no evidence was provided.

Secretary of State/War Briefings: Marco

Rubio and Pete Hegseth briefed lawmakers

on  Capitol  Hill,  emphasizing  the

destruction  of  80%  of  Iran’s  drone  and

missile stockpiles.

Prime  Minister  Mark  Carney  Sydney

Address: Carney  reaffirmed  support for

the  U.S.  mission  while  signaling  that

Canada’s  endorsement  is  "not  a  blank

check."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Collapse of the "Rules-Based Order"

Prime  Minister  Carney’s  rhetoric  signals  a

pragmatic,  if  somber,  shift  in  Canadian

statecraft.  By  acknowledging  that  the  U.S.

strikes  likely  violated  international  law yet

supporting them anyway, Carney is signaling

the end of the post-WWII liberal order in favor

of a "realistic" engagement with the world as

it is. This is mirrored by Trump’s open threats

against  NATO  allies like  Spain,  suggesting

that  strategic  alignment  is  now  purely

transactional.

Asymmetrical Attrition

Despite coalition claims of "aerial superiority,"

the  cost-benefit  analysis  of  the  war  favors

Iran's  asymmetrical  approach.  Iran  is

launching  "kamikaze"  drones costing

$20,000–$50,000,  which  the  coalition  is

intercepting with $4 million Patriot  missiles.

This  strategy  of  attrition  is  designed  to
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deplete  coalition  magazines and  exert

maximum  economic  pressure  through  the

Hormuz blockade.

Information Sovereignty and the Blackout

Model

Iran's  sophisticated  internet  blackout

represents  a  new  frontier  in  authoritarian

survival.  By  "white-listing"  only  approved

government services, the regime is preventing

citizens  from  verifying  strike  damage or

coordinating protests. This "kill switch" model

is  being  watched  closely  by  other

authoritarian states as a template for digital

sovereignty during kinetic conflict.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  an

intensification of the blockade in the Strait of

Hormuz.  If  a  U.S.  naval  escort  leads  to  a

direct  clash with  the  Iranian  Revolutionary

Guard,  oil  prices  will  likely  exceed $120.  In

Canada,  domestic  security  will  remain  at  a

"high alert" status as the Toronto synagogue

investigation continues  to  assess  links  to

regional tensions.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Canadian

government  will  likely  fast-track  energy

infrastructure approvals (pipelines and LNG)

under the guise of national security. The U.S.

Senate will struggle to curtail the President’s

war  powers,  potentially  leading  to  "mission

creep" and the deployment of  "boots on the

ground"  in  Iran,  an  option  Trump  has

pointedly refused to rule out.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Structural

decoupling  from  the  U.S.  economy  may

become a permanent Canadian policy trend.

The food independence movement seen in the

manufacturing  and  vertical  farming  sectors

today suggests a shift toward a more autarkic

economic  model  to  buffer  against  U.S.

protectionism and global regional wars.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Prioritize the creation of a maritime "blue

corridor" for  energy  transit,  potentially

involving non-aligned powers like China or

India  to  pressure  Iran into  reopening the

Strait.

Establish  an  independent  international

tribunal to  investigate civilian casualties,

specifically the strike on the girls'  school,

to  maintain  some  semblance  of

international law.

Coordinate a multilateral response to AI

misinformation to prevent deepfakes from

triggering  unintended  military  escalations

between NATO and regional actors.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Diversification: Investors

should  pivot  toward  Canadian-based

manufacturing  and  agri-tech as  domestic

production  becomes  a  "national  security"

priority with government subsidies.

Energy  Hedging: Companies  with  high

fuel  exposure  must  prepare  for  extended

triple-digit  oil  prices,  as  the  Hormuz

blockade is unlikely to be resolved through

purely kinetic means in the near term.

Cyber Resilience: Firms operating in the

Gulf  must  prepare  for  targeted  cyber-

kinetic  attacks against  data  centers  (as

seen  with  the  Amazon  center  strike  in

Dubai)  and  other  critical  digital

infrastructure.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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