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THE 2026 GEOPOLITICAL PIVOT: US-VENEZUELA
ENERGY ALLIANCE AMIDST MIDDLE EAST CRISIS

How a Devastating Regional War Reshaped Global Power and Supply Chains,
Positioning Venezuela as a Strategic Partner for the West.

THE CATALYST: TOTAL WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST & GLOBAL OIL SHOCK

GLOBAL OIL 3
PRICES SURGE Iran succession volatile.

20% global oil flow
at risk. US seeks
reliable alternative.

- THRERTENED GLOSURE
Offensive, 9/
Ayatollah 053 ' TRANSATLANTIC RIFT
Khamenei US threatens trade cut
with Spain over base
denial for Iran strikes.
EU solidarity with Spain.

DOUG BURGUM ) DELCY RODRIGUEZ
(US SEC. INTERIOR) &9 (ACTING PRESIDENT)

From Hostility to "Partnership”: < ExxonMobil & US firms
US seeks energy security & signal return. Sanctions
mineral supply chains. systematically removed.

VENEZUELA'S INTERNAL TRANSFORMATION & FRAGILITY

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION & REFORMS ECONOMIC RECOVERY VS. SOCIAL UNREST

GDP GROWTH % Fragile Stability:
PROJECTED N Labor demands salary vs.
10% (2026) ¢4 bonus resolution after
years of wage freezes.
Maduro supporters protest.

Amnesty Law: PRO-INVESTMENT LAWS
6,100+ requests Hydrocarbons Reform,
processed, New Mining Law,
thousands released. Administrative Acceleratlon
Military justice shifts. State monopoly dismantled. !

INCREASED US POTENTIAL CONSTITUYENTE VENEZUELA DISPLACES MIDDLE EAST AS PRIMARY
OILIMPORTS  “NATIONAL UNITY” GOVT  LABORAL US MARGINAL SUPPLIER. AMAZONIAN MINING ARC
(1.2M BPD TARGET)  (MODERATES INCLUDED)  (LOWER LIABILITIES) BECOMES GLOBAL RARE EARTH LEADER.

CONCLUSION: A new era of energy pragmatism redefines alliances, prioritizing supply security over traditional diplomatic
benchmarks. Investors face massive opportunities in infrastructure and mining, balanced by lingering labor and operational risks.
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THE UNITED STATES AND
VENEZUELA FORGE A STRATEGIC
ENERGY ALLIANCE AS A
DEVASTATING REGIONAL WAR IN
THE MIDDLE EAST DESTABILIZES
GLOBAL OIL MARKETS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global geopolitical landscape on March 4,
2026, is defined by a massive strategic pivot
as the United States aggressively re-engages
with Venezuela to secure energy and mineral
interests amidst a widening war in the Middle
East. Following a reported military action on
January 3rd, 2026, the relationship between
Washington and Caracas has shifted from
hostility to an allian fm 1 benefit, with
high-level U.S. officials, including Secretary of
the Interior Doug Burgum, visiting the
Miraflores Palace to coordinate on critical
minerals and petroleum production. This
rapprochement is framed as a "three-phase
plan" by the Donald Trump administration to
stabilize the Western Hemisphere’s energy
supply while the Middle East faces a major
regional conflict following the death of Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Internally, Venezuela is navigating a complex
"National Reconciliation" process. Acting
President Delcy Rodriguez is overseeing the
implementation of a massive Amnesty Law
that has already seen thousands of prisoners
released, including military personnel, as the
state seeks to end decades of political
insurgency. Simultaneously, the government is
signaling a total departure from "atrocious"
nationalization policies, inviting giants like
ExxonMobil back to the country and
proposing radical reforms to mining and labor
laws to attract the $100 billion in investment
signaled by Washington. However, this
stability remains fragile, as the labor sector
continues to demand the "salarization" of
bonuses after four years of wage freezes, and
supporters of Nicolas Maduro—who remains
in detention—continue to protest for his
release.

The international fallout of the Middle East
war has also sparked a significant rift within
the Western alliance. President Trump has
threatened to sever trade with Spain after
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez refused to
allow U.S. aircraft to use Spanish bases for
strikes against Iran. As global oil prices surge
due to the threatened closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, Venezuela is being positioned as the
"safest and most reliable" alternative, with
economic growth projections for 2026
reaching as high as 10% as the country
reintegrates into the global financial order.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The US-Venezuela Energy Pivot

* US Secretary of the Interior Doug Burgum
arrived in Caracas to establish a strategic

agenda focused on critical mineral supply

chains and energy cooperation.
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* The Trump administration 1is treating
Acting President Delcy Rodriguez as a

partner and friend, moving rapidly to

restore historical commercial ties.

* ExxonMobil has signaled a willingness to
return to Venezuela, with plans to send a
technical team to identify production
opportunities.

* Petroleos de Venezuela (PDVSA) has signed
new contracts with U.S. firms for the supply
of crude and derivatives.

Total War in the Middle East & Iranian
Succession

* A massive offensive by the U.S. and Israel
has targeted command centers in Tehran
and Hezbollah assets in Beirut.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed in the
opening days of the conflict; his son,
Mojtaba Khamenei, has emerged as the
most likely successor despite clerical
infighting.

* Iran has threatened to maintain total
control over the Strait of Hormuz, through
which 20% of global oil flows.

e The death toll in Iran has reportedly
surpassed 1,400 as Israel warns it will
eliminate any new leadership selected by
the regime.

Venezuelan "National Reconciliation" &
Amnesty Law

* The Amnesty Law has processed over 6,100
requests, resulting in the release of 245
prisoners and the granting of full liberty to
5,800 others on probation.

* Military justice has also moved to release
31 officials involved in previous political
events.

* Enrique Marquez, recently released from
detention, has emerged as a key moderate
voice, invited by President Trump to
represent the ‘"reunification of the
Venezuelan family."

Transatlantic Rift: US vs. Spain

* President Trump has threatened to cut all
trade with Spain after Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez adopted a "No to war" stance.

» Sanchez refused to allow U.S. forces to use

Spanish bases for the Iran offensive,
leading to a diplomatic standoff with
Washington.

* The European Commission has expressed
full solidarity with Spain against U.S.
commercial threats.

Domestic Economic Recovery Projections

* Venezuela's GDP growth for 2025 was
confirmed at 8.66%, with the fourth quarter
showing a 13.41% jump in oil activity.

* The government predicts growth between
9% and 10% for 2026 as sanctions are
systematically removed.

e The Central Bank reports 19 consecutive
quarters of growth, suggesting a sustained

recovery process.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Geopolitical Power
Dynamics

* The closure of the Strait of Hormuz has
transformed Venezuela into a strategic
energy hub for the West, with the U.S.
signaling a desire to shift its long-term
supply chain away from the Persian Gulf.
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* Venezuela is preparing to rehabilitate its
refineries to compete with U.S. Gulf Coast

capacity, leveraging  its geographic
proximity to Miami.
Critical Minerals & Technological
Sovereignty

* The visit of Secretary Burgum highlights a
new focus on critical minerals such as gold,
diamonds, and rare earths, which the U.S.
deems essential for national security.

* A new Mining Law is being presented to
the Venezuelan Parliament to replicate the
success of the Hydrocarbons Law in
attracting foreign capital.

Rule of Law & Succession Stability

* Venezuela’s transition involves a delicate
"co-habitation" between the existing state
structure and new political actors, with the
U.S. encouraging ‘"stabilization" before
holding new elections.

* Acting President Rodriguez is promoting a

Constituyente I.aboral to modernize labor

relations and potentially end the

retroactivity of social benefits to boost

private investment.
Biosurveillance & Public Health

e Health authorities have activated over 500

immunization posts to combat a regional

outbreak of Yellow Fever.

* The arrival of Sahara Dust (Polvo del
Sahara) has triggered respiratory alerts
across the country,
asthmatic and
populations.

immunosuppressed

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

particularly for

Legislative activity in Caracas is currently
focused on dismantled the "punitive" legal
framework of the previous era while building

new "pro-investment" structures to

accommodate the return of Western

multinational corporations.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Amnesty Law for Democratic
Coexistence: Already in effect, it

facilitates the liberation of thousands and
the dismissal of political court cases to
foster national reconciliation.

* Reform of the Organic Law of
Hydrocarbons: Designed to remove the

state monopoly and grant legal security to
foreign oil companies.

* Expansion of the Mining Law: Proposed
legislation to allow foreign firms to explore
and exploit rare earth minerals and gold
under new environmental standards.

* Administrative Acceleration Law: A
project to eliminate bureaucratic "cabals"
and simplify business registration and
production permits.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Delcy Rodriguez-Doug Burgum
Meeting: A high-level summit at Miraflores

to coordinate the three-phase US plan for

the region.

* Amnesty Commission Briefing:
Representative Reinaldo Arreaza provided

a comprehensive breakdown of the 6,100+

amnesty requests and military releases.

* Fedecamaras Social Dialogue: Business
leaders and union reps met to discuss the

recovery of wages and the "salarization" of
bonuses in a growing economy.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of the "Rogue State" Narrative

The defining narrative shift is the total
rehabilitation of the Venezuelan executive in
the eyes of the U.S. State Department. By
labeling Acting President Rodriguez a
"friend," the Trump administration is
effectively ending the isolation of Caracas.
This is not driven by democratic idealism but
by a cold-blooded "strategic alignment" aimed
at creating a fortress of Western energy
security while the Middle East burns. The
"January 3rd" event appears to have served as
the catalyst for this reset, moving the focus
from "regime change" to "regime stabilization
and partnership."

The Cost of Neutrality: The US-Spain
Split

A new trend in bloc politics is emerging where
the U.S. expects "absolute loyalty" from its
European allies regarding the war in Iran.
Spain’s refusal to participate is being met
with economic warfare, a tactic previously
reserved for adversaries. This suggests the
Trump administration will use trade as a
primary weapon to enforce its geopolitical
will, even against historic NATO allies.

Labor Unrest in a Booming Economy

Despite the macro-economic optimism, there
is a dangerous lag in social well-being.
Professors and public sector workers are
pointing to 1,400+ days without a salary
increase. If the government and private sector
do not resolve the "bonus vs. salary" dispute
soon, the "National Reconciliation" could be
threatened by civil unrest from the very labor
base that is supposed to drive the recovery.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* We expect a surge in ExxonMobil an
Chevron activity in the Orinoco Belt as new
technical teams arrive.

* Tensions in Spain will likely escalate,
potentially leading to US tariffs on Spanish
imports if Sanchez does not yield on base
access.

e The Iranian succession will remain volatile,
with potential covert operations targeting
Mojtaba Khamenei to prevent a hardline
consolidation.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* Venezuela could reach 1.2 million barrels
per day of production as US nafta imports
stabilize domestic refining.

* A formal "National Unity" government or
transitional council may be announced to

incorporate moderate opposition figures

like Enrique Marquez into the cabinet.

* The "Constituyente Laboral" will likely
pass, significantly lowering labor liabiliti

for new investors.
Long Term (1-5 Years)

* Venezuela is likely to displace the Middle
East as the primary marginal supplier of oil
to the US market, fundamentally altering
global tanker routes.

* The development of the "Amazonian Mining
Arc" with US technology could make
Venezuela a global leader in rare earth
production, challenging China’s dominance.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic Realignment: Allies should
prepare for a US foreign policy that
prioritizes energy  pragmatism over

traditional democratic "benchmarking."

* Regional Security: Increased US military
presence in the Caribbean to secure energy
lanes is a high-probability development.

* Mediation: The US will likely take the lead
in mediating the Essequibo dispute, using
its leverage over both Guyana and
Venezuela to ensure  uninterrupted
production.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* 0il & Gas Infrastructure: Massive
opportunities exist in refinery rehabilitation
and gas capture technology, as the
government seeks to end gas flaring.

* Mining Sector: Early-mover advantage in
rare earth minerals and gold is significant
as the new Mining Law opens the door to
large-scale foreign ownership.

* Risk Management: While "Risk Country"
metrics are dropping, investors must

remain skeptical of the pace of salary

recovery and potential labor-related
operational disruptions.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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