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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS AND

SECURITY ARCHITECTURES

FRACTURING UNDER ESCALATING

US-ISRAEL-IRAN CONFLICT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 4, 2026, marks the fifth day of a high-

intensity regional war initiated by a US-Israeli

"decapitation  strike"  that  resulted  in  the

martyrdom  of  Iranian  Supreme  Leader

Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei on  February  28.

Contrary  to  Western  intelligence  projections

of a swift 48-to-72-hour operation leading to

Iranian  collapse,  the  Islamic  Republic  has

maintained  command-and-control  continuity,

launching  a  massive  retaliatory  campaign

dubbed  "Operation  True  Promise  4."  This

response  has  targeted  US  military

infrastructure  across  the  Persian  Gulf,

including significant strikes on the Fifth Fleet

facility  in  Bahrain and  CIA  safe  houses  in

Riyadh. The conflict has now expanded into a

global  economic  crisis  as  Iran  effectively

closed the Strait of Hormuz, causing oil and

shipping prices to surge and threatening 20%

of the world’s petroleum supply.

The tactical  landscape is  characterized by a

war of attrition where the US and Israel are

rapidly rationing interceptor missiles like the

Arrow  3  and  David’s  Sling  against  low-cost

Iranian  drones  and  saturation  missile

barrages.  On  the  Lebanese  front,  Hezbollah

has  re-entered  the  battlefield  in  force,

engaging Israeli armored units at close range

and  striking  deep  into  occupied  territories,

including  Tel  Aviv  and  Haifa.  Meanwhile,

domestic stability in the West is fraying as the

Trump  administration  faces  80%  public

opposition to the war, coupled with mounting

US  casualties  and  a  spiraling  "affordability

crisis"  driven  by  energy  costs.  Emerging

geopolitical shifts suggest a strategic pivot by

Russia  and  China  to  accelerate  the

displacement of the US dollar in favor of the

Renminbi for oil sales, potentially marking the

end of the petrodollar era.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Assassination  of  Ayatollah  Ali

Khamenei and Iranian Succession: The

targeted killing of the Supreme Leader in

his  Tehran residence has failed to trigger

the  expected  "regime change"  or  internal

uprising. Instead, the Iranian populace has

unified,  with  nightly  mass  rallies across

major  squares  demanding  revenge.

Leadership has transitioned to designated

successors,  maintaining  operational

capacity for long-range offensive strikes.

Total Closure of the Strait of Hormuz:

Iran  has  followed  through  on  its  long-

standing threat  to block the world’s  most

vital  energy  artery.  Global  shipping  costs

have  jumped  94%,  and  Brent  crude  is

projected  to  reach  $120  a  barrel shortly,

causing  panic  in  European  and  American

energy markets.
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US  Military  Attrition  and  Logistical

Failures: US  naval  assets,  including  the

Abraham Lincoln carrier strike group, are

facing  critical  resupply  issues.  With

Bahrain’s  port  under  fire,  the  nearest

reloading  point  is  Diego  Garcia,  a  week-

long round trip. Reports indicate over two

billion  dollars  in  US  military  assets have

been destroyed in the first four days.

Expansion  of  the  Resistance  Axis:

Hezbollah  has  resumed  full-scale

operations, utilizing cluster munitions and

anti-tank missiles against Israeli forces on

the Lebanese border. Joint strikes from Iran

and Lebanon have targeted sensitive Israeli

sites,  including  the  Telnov  and  Nevatim

airbases.

International  Diplomatic  Rupture:

Spain  has  barred  the  US from  using  its

bases  for  strikes  on  Iran,  prompting

President Trump to threaten a total trade

halt.  This  highlights  a  growing rift  within

NATO  and  the  isolation  of  the  US-Israeli

axis.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security & Security Architecture

The  failure  of  the  "Iron  Dome"  and

integrated  Western  air  defenses  against

hypersonic  maneuvering  warheads has

shattered  the  myth  of  Israeli  invincibility.

US officials admit they cannot stop Iranian

drones from killing service members.

The US is increasingly reliant on AI tools to

conduct  strikes,  though  ground-level

results  show  high  civilian  casualties,

including the massacre of  168 schoolgirls

in Minab.

Energy Security & Economic Security

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz and the

Red  Sea  simultaneously  has  created  a

paralysis  in  global  trade.  European  gas

prices have surged 80% since the start of

the conflict.

Economic  analysts  warn  of  an

unpredictable results at home in the US as

gasoline  prices  hit  record  highs,

exacerbating  the  domestic  "affordability

crisis."

International Relations & Foreign Policy

The concept of "preemptive strikes" during

active negotiations has rendered diplomacy

with  the  US non-viable  for  global  south

nations. Iranian officials state that Donald

Trump  betrayed  diplomacy and  the

Americans who voted for him.

The use of "vassal states" like Qatar, UAE,

and  Bahrain  as  launchpads  for  US

aggression has turned their sovereign soil

into  legitimate  targets for  Iranian

retaliation.

Legal Warfare (Lawfare) & Rule of Law

In the UK, state repression of pro-Palestine

and  anti-war  journalists  has  intensified,

with Sarah Wilkinson facing trial under the

Terrorism  Act.  Critics  argue  the  British

judicial  system  has  been  "captured"  by

foreign interest groups to silence dissent.

US Senators are introducing a War Powers

Resolution to  prevent  further  military

action  without  congressional  approval,

citing  the  illegality  of  the  unprovoked

attack on Iran.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  bodies  in  the  US  and  UK  are

grappling  with  the  legal  ramifications  of  an

undeclared  war  and  the  resulting  domestic

unrest.  Debates  center  on  the  executive

branch’s  overreach  and  the  suppression  of

civil liberties during wartime.

BILLS  DISCUSSED/DEBATED:  War

Powers  Resolution  (US  Senate):

Introduced  by  Senator  Tim  Kaine  to

prevent  Trump  from  launching  further

military action without a formal declaration

of war by Congress.

BILLS  DISCUSSED/DEBATED:  Terrorism

Act 2000 (UK): Being used to prosecute

journalists  and  activists  for  "expressing

opinions"  that  align  with  resistance

narratives,  effectively  criminalizing  anti-

war speech.

HEARINGS  &  PRESS  EVENTS:  White

House  Defense  Contractor  Briefing:

President  Trump  summoned  top  defense

contractors to  demand  accelerated

production of artillery and interceptors as

stocks dwindle.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: Pakistani

Parliament  Session: Lawmakers

denounced  the  US  attack  as  part  of  a

Zionist agenda and defended Iran's right to

peaceful nuclear energy.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Failure of Decapitation Strikes

The primary strategic takeaway of the day is

the  failure  of  the  US-Israeli  decapitation

strategy. While the assassination of a head of

state  is  traditionally  intended  to  cause

systemic  collapse,  the  Iranian  model  of

multiple  layers  of  leadership and succession

has  proven  resilient.  This  suggests  that

"Project  Regime  Change"  has  fundamentally

misunderstood the ideological  and structural

foundations of the Islamic Republic, which is

now  functioning  as  a  decentralized  but

coherent military force.

Transition  to  a  Multi-Polar  Financial

Order

The transcripts reveal a coordinated move by

the  BRICS  bloc  to  exploit  US  military

overextension.  Colonel  Lawrence  Wilkerson

and other analysts highlight that the "Epstein

Axis"  (the  US-UK-Israel  power  structure)  is

losing its ability to enforce dollar dominance.

Russia  and  China  are  reportedly  finalizing

agreements  to  conduct  all  energy  trade  in

Renminbi,  effectively  replacing  the  dollar

within the next 12 months. This is seen as a

strategic "finishing off" of the US as a global

financial hegemon.

Psychological  Warfare  and  Narrative

Control

A major theme is the widening gap between

Western media portrayals and ground reality.

While  Western  outlets  claim  the  Iranian

military is "declined," Iranian forces continue

to demonstrate precision strikes on strategic

assets  deep in  the Indian Ocean and across

the  Levant.  This  has  created  a  crisis  of

confidence  among  the  Zionist  settlers,  who

are reportedly fleeing to Cyprus via sailboat

as Ben Gurion Airport remains closed.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

catastrophic spike in global energy prices as

the  Hormuz  closure's  full  impact  hits

consumer markets. Domestic unrest in the US

and UK will likely escalate, potentially leading

to more aggressive use of anti-terror laws to

suppress  anti-war  movements.  In  Iran,  the
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"Operation True Promise 4" will likely target

Israeli embassies worldwide if diplomatic sites

in Lebanon are hit.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  US

military will face a severe "readiness crisis" as

interceptor  stocks  are  exhausted.  This  may

force the administration to consider a ground

invasion of Iran, which military professionals

warn  would  be  a  "burial  ground"  for  US

troops. Concurrently, expect the formalization

of  Renminbi-denominated  oil  contracts  by

GCC states seeking to exit the line of fire.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  structural

integrity  of  the  US-led  security  umbrella  in

the  Middle  East  is  likely  to  dissolve.

Successive  failures  in  Syria,  Lebanon,  and

now Iran will likely lead to the withdrawal of

US  forces from  West  Asia.  The  "Greater

Israel"  project  may  stall  as  the  regional

resistance axis develops hypersonic parity or

superiority, forcing a radical re-evaluation of

the Zionist entity's survival strategies.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

The total failure of the UN Security Council

to  prevent  the  assassination  of  a  head of

state  necessitates  the  relocation  of  UN

headquarters to a neutral, multi-polar site

like Vienna or Geneva.

Nations  must  prepare  for  a  "post-dollar"

trade  environment  as  the  petrodollar

system collapses under the weight of  this

conflict.

Regional  states  must  choose  between

hosting  US  bases and  their  own  national

survival,  as  neutrality  is  no  longer

recognized by the combatants.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Risk: Immediate

diversification  away from maritime routes

through  the  Persian  Gulf  and  Red  Sea  is

essential; shipping insurance premiums will

remain  prohibitive for  the  foreseeable

future.

Energy Volatility: Exposure to oil and gas

futures  should  account  for  a  $150-$200/

barrel scenario  if  the  conflict  enters  a

"forever war" phase.

Regulatory/Political  Risk: Companies  in

the  US  and  UK  must  navigate  an

increasingly  repressive  domestic  legal

environment where  corporate  political

neutrality  may  be  viewed  as  "aiding  the

enemy" under expanded terror statutes.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
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and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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