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THE EXPANSION OF THE US-

ISRAELI OFFENSIVE INTO

LEBANON AND THE CLOSURE OF

THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ HAVE

TRIGGERED A GLOBAL ENERGY

CRISIS AND WIDESPREAD CIVIL

UNREST ACROSS THE GLOBAL

SOUTH.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  4,  2026,  marks  the  fifth  day  of

"Operation  Epic  Fury,"  a  joint  US-Israeli

military  campaign  against  the  Islamic

Republic of Iran that has now escalated into a

broader regional conflict. The most significant

development  is  the  expansion  of  ground

operations into  southern  Lebanon,  with  the

IDF  ordering  the  immediate  evacuation  of

approximately  10%  of  the  Lebanese

population residing south of the Latani River.

This  movement  follows  intense  aerial

bombardments  of  Beirut  and  reported  naval

strikes  on  residential  buildings.  In  Iran,  the

US military claims to have achieved complete

control  of  the  skies,  transitioning  from

standoff cruise missiles to "stand-in" precision

gravity  bombs,  despite  reports  of  significant

civilian casualties, including the death of 175

children at a school in Minab.

The  economic  consequences  of  the  conflict

have  reached  a  critical  threshold  following

Iran's  closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz.  This

blockade, affecting 20-30% of global oil trade

and 20% of liquefied natural gas (LNG), has

sent Brent crude toward $82 per barrel, with

analysts warning of a potential spike to $200.

Qatar Energy has declared force majeure and

halted  LNG  production following  drone

attacks  on  its  facilities,  leaving  European

markets  in  a  state  of  energy  panic.

Simultaneously,  the  US  administration  is

grappling  with  significant  diplomatic

fractures; Spain has refused to allow the use

of  its  airbases,  prompting  threats  of  a  total

trade  embargo  from  Washington,  while  the

United Kingdom remains hesitant to provide

full logistical support.

On  the  domestic  front,  President  Trump  is

leveraging  the  crisis  to  consolidate  his

"America  First"  energy  and  technology

agenda,  convening  a  Rate  Payer  Protection

Pledge roundtable with major tech companies

like  Google  and  Meta  to  fund  a  massive

expansion  of  the  US  power  grid  for  AI

development.  However,  global  stability  is

deteriorating  as  anti-US  riots intensify  in

Pakistan,  India,  and Nigeria.  In  Karachi,  US

Marines reportedly opened fire on protesters

attempting to  storm the consulate,  resulting

in  22  deaths.  The  assassination  of  Iranian

Supreme Leader  Ayatollah  Khamenei  on  the

war's  opening  day  continues  to  serve  as  a

catalyst for what many regional analysts are

now characterizing as a  "holy  war"  that  the

US and Israel may struggle to contain.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Expansion  of  Ground  War  in

Lebanon 

The IDF has mobilized 100,000 reservists

for  operations  in  Lebanon,  with  ground

troops reportedly advancing six kilometers

past  the  border.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_120000_News

Massive  displacement  is  underway as  the

IDF orders residents to move north of the

Latani River, while existing shelters in the

north  are  already  over-subscribed  and

unable  to  cope  with  the  influx.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_120000_News

Hezbollah  has  retaliated  with  rocket  and

drone strikes reaching Haifa and Tel Aviv,

targeting Israeli aerospace companies and

defense  infrastructure.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_110000_News

The  Closure  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz and Energy Shock 

Iran has  implemented a  total  blockade of

the Strait of Hormuz, threatening to target

any  pipelines  in  the  region  and  warning

commercial  vessels  to  stay  away.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_023000_Sanchez_Effect

Global energy prices have surged, with EU

natural gas benchmarks rising by 45% and

UK prices by 50% in the wake of the Qatar

production  halt.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_120000_News

President  Trump has offered political  risk

insurance through  the  Development

Finance Corporation to encourage tankers

to run the blockade, while suggesting the

US  Navy  may  begin  escort  operations.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_183000_Sanchez_Effect

Assassination  of  Leadership  and

Succession in Iran 

Iran is in mourning for Ayatollah Khamenei,

who was killed at his residence on Day 1; a

three-man  council  is  currently  managing

state  affairs.  https://api.gdeltproject.org/

api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_183000_Sanchez_Effect

Strikes have targeted the Council of Islamic

Scholars in Qom, killing six people during a

meeting intended to elect a new supreme

leader.  https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/

tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260304_120000_News

Israeli  Defense  Minister  Katz  issued  a

warning  that  any  successor to  Khamenei

will  also  be  a  target  for  assassination.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_090000_News

Pakistan  Consulate  Violence  and

Global Protests 

A  massacre  was  reported  at  the  US

Consulate  in  Karachi,  where  US  Marines

allegedly  fired  on  unarmed  protesters,

killing 22 and wounding over 120. https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_153000_CrossTalk

Protests  have  paralyzed  major  cities  in

India  and  Nigeria,  with  demonstrators

condemning  US-Israeli  "imperialism"  and

the  deaths  of  Iranian  children.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_130000_News
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Weaponry  and  Defense  System

Performance 

Analysts  report  that  Iranian  missiles are

successfully  bypassing  US  Patriot  and

THAAD systems, achieving nearly a 100%

success rate on prioritized targets. https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_193000_CrossTalk

The  US  is  shifting  to  precision  gravity

bombs to sustain the high tempo of strikes

while  reportedly  drawing from "exquisite"

standoff  munition  stockpiles.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_130000_News

The Israeli "Wings of Zion" Air Force One

aircraft was reportedly moved to Berlin for

safety,  suggesting  a  lack  of  confidence  in

domestic  air  defense.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_193000_CrossTalk

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Infrastructure

The Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant is at risk

of a regional-scale disaster if targeted, with

Rossatom  reporting  that  contact  with

Iranian management has been lost. https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_000000_News

Vladimir  Putin  warned  of  a  complete

shutdown of  natural  gas  supplies  to

Europe,  blaming  "misguided"  EU  policies

and the green agenda for the current crisis.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_210000_News

Russian intelligence claims a Ukrainian plot

is  underway  to  sabotage  the  Turkstream

and  Bluestream  pipelines  to  further

destabilize  European  energy.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_210000_News

Domestic Stability & Social Order

In the US, the SAVE Act remains a priority

for  the  Trump  administration  to  ensure

electoral  integrity  amid  wartime

mobilization.  https://api.gdeltproject.org/

api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_183000_Sanchez_Effect

The  administration  is  facing  internal

dissent, with reports that 60% of Americans

disapprove  of  the  war  on  Iran.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_093000_CrossTalk

The  "Sanchez  Effect"  reports  highlight

military  overextension,  with  harbor

installations  destroyed  and  naval  assets

falling  back  to  India.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_193000_CrossTalk

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics

Critics  suggest  President  Trump  is  being

blackmailed  or  pressured by  Benjamin

Netanyahu,  specifically  referencing  the

"Epstein  files"  as  a  lever  of  influence.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_150000_News

The assassination of Iranian leadership has

unified the Iranian public,  contrary to US

expectations  of  a  pro-regime  change

uprising. https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/

tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260304_120000_News
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European  leaders  like  Emmanuel  Macron

and  Pedro  Sanchez  are  moving  to  build

coalitions of resistance to US-led trade and

military  dictates.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_180000_News

Technology Policy & AI Dominance

Major tech firms have pledged to pay for

grid upgrades and commit to overcapacity

payments to ensure US AI dominance over

China.  https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/

tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_203000_Perspective

The US is  launching accelerated approval

processes for  power  plants,  aiming  to

reduce the timeline from 20 years to just

two weeks.  https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/

v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_203000_Perspective

Google and Meta are reportedly providing

full energy investment for new data centers

to  offset  the  wartime  strain  on  the  grid.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_210000_News

LEGISLATION/POLICY

Domestic  policy  focus  has  shifted  toward

securing  critical  infrastructure  and  election

integrity, while foreign policy is dominated by

wartime  authorities.  The  administration  is

aggressively  pushing  the  SAVE  Act and

energy  deregulation  to  support  both  the

military effort and the burgeoning AI sector.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED 

SAVE  Act: Legislation  focused  on  voter

identification  and  electoral  security,

prioritized  by  the  President  during  his

State  of  the  Union  and  current  crisis

briefings.  https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/

v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_183000_Sanchez_Effect

War  Powers  Act: Invoked  to  justify

unilateral  strikes  on  Iran  and  the

assassination  of  Khamenei as  a  matter  of

Article 2 authority and self-defense. https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_123000_Perspective

Defense Production Act: Discussed as a

tool  to  speed up weapons production and

compel  defense  contractors  to  prioritize

"Operation  Epic  Fury."  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_183000_Sanchez_Effect

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

Pentagon  Press  Briefing  (Day  4):

Secretary Hegseth and the Chairman of the

Joint Chiefs confirmed six US fatalities and

reported that Iranian missile launches are

down 86%.  https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/

v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260304_130000_News

Rate  Payer  Protection  Pledge

Roundtable: President  Trump  and  tech

CEOs (Google, Meta) announced a private-

sector-funded energy expansion to protect

consumers from wartime inflation.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_203000_Perspective

White House Press Briefing (Caroline):

The  administration  rejected  reports of  an

elementary school bombing and threatened

Spain  with  a  trade  embargo.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_183000_Sanchez_Effect
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Narrative of "Epstein Diplomacy"

A  recurring  theme  in  current  geopolitical

discourse  is  the  allegation  that  US  foreign

policy is being driven by blackmail related to

Jeffrey Epstein. Analysts and regional leaders,

including  Senator  Sayad  and  Rick  Sanchez,

argue  that  Netanyahu  is  using  the  "Epstein

files" to force the US into an unprovoked war

with Iran. This narrative suggests that Israel's

influence over the Washington establishment

is  absolute,  potentially  overriding  America's

own strategic interests in the Middle East and

causing a rift within the MAGA base. https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_190000_News

Failure of Conventional Deterrence

The conflict is revealing significant gaps in the

efficacy  of  western  missile  defense  systems.

The  fact  that  Iranian  missiles,  potentially

aided  by  Chinese  satellite  intelligence,  are

penetrating THAAD and Patriot umbrellas is a

tectonic  shift  in  military  reality.  This  trend

suggests  that  the  era  of  uncontested  US

military  supremacy may  be  ending,  as  even

"primitive"  adversaries  like  the  Houthis  and

Iran  utilize  low-cost  drone  swarms  and

hypersonic  technology  to  deplete  the  US's

expensive  and  limited  interceptor  stocks.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_100000_News

The Fragmentation of the West

NATO unity  is  experiencing its  severest  test

since  2003.  Spain's  refusal  to  back  the  war

and  Trump's  subsequent  trade  threats

represent  a  breakdown  in  the  Atlanticist

consensus.  European  states,  facing  total

energy  collapse and  high  internal  inflation,

are  beginning  to  question  whether  their

reliance  on  US  LNG  was  a  strategic  error,

leading  to  a  potential  rapprochement  with

Russia  as  a  desperate  survival  measure.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_183000_Sanchez_Effect

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect an intensification of the ground war

in Lebanon, with potential clashes between

the  IDF  and  the  Syrian  Army if  interim

Syrian  forces  under  the  Al-Sham  flag

intervene  to  support  Hezbollah.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_060000_News

The "holy war" narrative will likely trigger

further  assassination  attempts and  terror

attacks  against  US personnel  in  Pakistan,

Iraq, and the UAE as a direct response to

the  Karachi  shootings.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_030000_News

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

European energy markets will likely see a

permanent shift toward Russian natural gas

if  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  remains  closed,

undermining  years  of  US-led  energy

independence  initiatives.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_130000_News

The US power grid will undergo a radical

transformation  as  the  Rate  Payer

Protection  Pledge plants  begin

construction,  potentially  creating  a  "two-

tier"  energy  system  where  tech  giants

control  the  newest  and  most  efficient

generation.  https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/

v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_203000_Perspective
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Long Term (1-5 Years)

The "Epstein Regime" narrative could lead

to a fundamental realignment of American

domestic  politics,  with  a  growing  anti-

interventionist  wing  of  the  Republican

party  challenging  the  neocon

establishment.  https://api.gdeltproject.org/

api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_150000_News

A new "Global South" security architecture,

modeled  after  NATO,  may  emerge  as

countries  like  South  Africa,  Iran,  and

Venezuela form military alliances to resist

US  economic  and  kinetic  intervention.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_180000_News

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

Security:  Urgent  reinforcement  of

diplomatic  missions in  majority-Shia

nations is required, as the assassination of

religious leadership has moved the conflict

from state-on-state to a non-state holy war.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_063000_Sanchez_Effect

Economic:  Establish  a  multinational

maritime  force  that  includes  China  and

Russia to secure the Strait of Hormuz, as

US-only  escorts  are  currently  viewed  as

legitimate  targets  by  Tehran.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_183000_Sanchez_Effect

Diplomatic:  Mediate  a  regional  ceasefire

that  includes  Lebanon  and  Yemen,  as

singular  peace  deals  with  Iran  are  no

longer  viable  given  the  decentralized

nature  of  the  resistance.  https://

api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_093000_CrossTalk

For Private Sector/Investors

Supply Chain: Companies relying on Middle

Eastern energy must immediately pivot to

US or Russian alternatives, as the Strait of

Hormuz  closure  and  Force  Majeure  at

Qatar  Energy  are  likely  to  be  prolonged.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_160000_News

Investment: Capitalize on the US AI energy

build-out, focusing on electrical contracting

and grid infrastructure, which now enjoys

unprecedented  federal  deregulation.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_203000_Perspective

Safety:  Multinational  corporations  should

suspend  operations  in  Level  4  travel

advisory regions, particularly Pakistan and

Lebanon,  where  civilian-military

distinctions  have  completely  eroded.

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?

id=RT_20260304_183000_Sanchez_Effect

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.
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Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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