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AFGHANISTAN-PAKISTAN CONFLICT

ESCALATES INTO "RAD-UL-ZULM"

OPERATION AMID REGIONAL

VOLATILITY AND IRANIAN

LEADERSHIP TRANSITION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 4, 2026, marks a significant escalation

in  the  military  confrontation  between  the

Islamic  Emirate  of  Afghanistan  (IEA)  and

Pakistan, characterized by the formalization of

"Operation  Rad-ul-Zulm"  (Repelling

Oppression).  The  IEA  claims  substantial

tactical successes, including the seizure of 40

Pakistani outposts along the Durand Line and

the  elimination  of  150  Pakistani  military

personnel.  This  military  activity  is  being

framed  domestically  as  a  defensive  "Jihad"

against  a  "mercenary"  Pakistani  regime that

the  IEA  alleges  is  acting  at  the  behest  of

Western  interests.  State  media  is  saturated

with  reports  of  "spontaneous"  mass  rallies

across  nearly  every  province,  indicating  a

total state effort to mobilize public sentiment

and  recruit  volunteers  for  a  potential  "long

war."

Simultaneously,  the  IEA  is  navigating  a

complex  regional  environment  following  the

reported death of Iranian leader Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei.  High-ranking  IEA  officials  have

engaged  in  intense  diplomatic  visits  to  the

Iranian embassy in Kabul, while also seeking

to  solidify  ties  with  China  and  Russia  to

counterbalance  Pakistani  aggression.

Economically,  the  IEA  is  attempting  to

demonstrate resilience by highlighting a 77%

surge in exports to Central Asian states and

the  continued  operation  of  the  Khwaf-Herat

railway, signaling a strategic pivot away from

Pakistani  trade  routes.  The  convergence  of

border warfare, regional leadership voids, and

the threat of broader Middle Eastern conflict

suggests  a  period  of  extreme  instability  for

the South Asian security architecture.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Formalization  of  "Operation  Rad-ul-

Zulm": The  Ministry  of  Defense  has

transitioned  from  border  skirmishes  to  a

named  offensive,  claiming  to  have  killed

150  Pakistani  soldiers and  wounded  200

more. The IEA reports capturing dozens of

outposts  and  significant  quantities  of

weaponry,  framing  the  conflict  as  a  total

rejection of Pakistani territorial incursions.

Aerial Warfare and Drone Interdiction:

IEA  air  defense  units  claim  to  have

neutralized  Pakistani  incursions  by

downing  five  unmanned  aerial  vehicles

(UAVs),  including  military  and

reconnaissance  drones,  in  Nangarhar,

Pervan, and Logar provinces.

High-Level  Diplomatic  Realignment:

Amid  the  conflict,  the  IEA  is  seeking

external  mediation  and  support.  Foreign

Minister  Amir  Khan  Mutti  met  with  the

Chinese  Ambassador  to  discuss  "mutual

respect," while the IEA’s envoy in Moscow

discussed  Russian  mediation  efforts

regarding the Durand Line violations.
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Reaction  to  Iranian  Leadership

Change: Deputy  Prime  Minister  Abdul

Salam  Hanafi  led  a  delegation  to  the

Iranian  embassy  to  offer  condolences

following  the  death  of  Ayatollah  Ali

Khamenei,  while  condemning  US  and

Israeli  strikes  on  Iranian  and  Lebanese

targets  that  have  intensified  regional

anxieties.

Mass Domestic Mobilization: A massive

state-orchestrated  propaganda  campaign

has  triggered  rallies  in  Kabul,  Kandahar,

Takhar,  Ghor,  and  Panjshir.  In  Panjshir

alone, officials claim over 4,000 youth have

registered as volunteers for the front lines

against Pakistan.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National  Security  &  Regional  Power

Dynamics

The  IEA  has  adopted  a  "Long  War"

doctrine,  with  spokesmen  asserting  they

are  prepared  for  a  protracted  conflict to

protect territorial integrity. This includes a

shift  in  rhetoric,  labeling  the  Pakistani

military  as  "mercenaries"  of  the  "Great

Satan" (USA).

The  IEA  is  leveraging  the  UN  Security

Council’s  upcoming  special  session  to

frame  Pakistan  as  the  primary  aggressor,

citing 110 civilian deaths and 123 injuries

resulting from Pakistani airstrikes over the

past week.

Economic Security & Trade Supply Chains

A  strategic  shift  toward  Central  Asia  is

underway.  Trade  with  Uzbekistan,

Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan saw imports

reach $2.39 billion in 2025, a 43% increase,

as the IEA attempts to decouple from the

Port of Karachi.

The Khwaf-Herat railway remains a critical

lifeline;  despite  the  war,  42  wagons  of

cement arrived from Iran,  with  900 more

reportedly in transit.

Domestic price controls are being enforced

aggressively  in  Kabul  to  prevent  wartime

inflation  during  Ramadan,  with  municipal

authorities  closing  shops found  to  be

engaging in "self-willed" price hikes.

Infrastructure & Technology

The  Directorate  of  Economic  Affairs

announced  the  completion  of  1,500  new

telecommunication sites over the last four

years,  focusing  on  remote  highways  and

border  regions  to  enhance  state

connectivity and surveillance.

New investment  plans were discussed for

solar power and energy storage systems in

Farah,  Daykundi,  and  Ghor  provinces  to

improve local energy self-sufficiency.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  activity  focused  on  emergency

military measures, trade regulations, and the

enforcement  of  Islamic  law  in  commercial

sectors. There were no formal legislative bills,

but  several  high-level  policy  directives  were

issued  via  the  Ministry  of  Defense  and  the

Ministry of Commerce.

Ministry of Defense Press Conference:

Mufti  Enayatullah Khwarazmi detailed the

military  successes  of  Operation  Rad-ul-

Zulm,  formally  establishing  the  military's

current  rules  of  engagement  regarding

cross-border fire and drone interdiction.
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Price Control Mandate: The Ministry of

Industry  and  Commerce,  alongside  the

Kabul Municipality, issued a strict directive

to  traders and  shopkeepers  forbidding

price increases during the current military

crisis and the month of Ramadan.

Prison Reform/Labor Policy: The Prisons

Administration  reported  on  the  expansion

of  vocational  training  (tailoring) in  Pul-e-

Charkhi prison, aiming to make the prison

system  self-sustaining  through  inmate

labor.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Narrative  of  "Islamic  Solidarity  vs.

Mercenary Collaboration"

A core theme of  the day’s broadcasts is  the

aggressive  delegitimization  of  the  Pakistani

state. IEA scholars and officials are no longer

treating  Pakistan  as  a  "brotherly  Islamic

neighbor"  but  as  a  hypocritical  "pro-Zionist"

entity that  prioritizes  Western  funding  over

Islamic solidarity. By linking Pakistan’s actions

to  those  of  Israel  and  the  US,  the  IEA  is

attempting  to  monopolize  the  "defender  of

Islam" narrative in the region. This theme is

crucial for internal cohesion, as it allows the

IEA  to  frame  the  border  conflict  as  a  holy

struggle (Jihad) rather than a mere territorial

dispute.

The  "Central  Asian  Pivot"  as  Economic

Warfare

The  data  showing  massive  growth  in  trade

with Central Asian republics is presented as a

counterpoint to Pakistani "bullying" at transit

points. The IEA is signaling that the opening

of  new  European  and  Russian  markets via

Central  Asia  has  rendered  Pakistani  transit

routes  (like  Torkham  and  Spin  Boldak)  less

relevant.  This  economic  diversification  is

being  used  as  a  tool  of  statecraft  to

demonstrate that the IEA can survive a total

breakdown in relations with Islamabad.

Militarized Environmentalism

Unusually,  the  state  is  combining  its  war

narrative  with  an  environmental  campaign.

The  "National  Tree  Planting  Campaign"  (19

million  trees)  is  being  framed  as  "Sadaqah

Jariyah" (ongoing charity). This serves a dual

purpose:  projecting  an  image  of  "normalcy"

and long-term governance to the international

community while encouraging citizens to take

"ownership"  of  the  land  they  are  currently

being asked to fight for.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

continued  intensification  of  kinetic

engagements  along  the  Durand  Line.  The

IEA's "Operation Rad-ul-Zulm" will likely focus

on  consolidating  gains  in  Paktika  and

Nangarhar. The UN Security Council meeting

will likely result in a stalemate, which the IEA

will use as further proof of the UN's "loss of

credibility".  Domestic  recruitment  will  likely

hit peak levels as the "Jihad" narrative takes

hold.

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  Iranian

transition  following  Khamenei’s  death  could

lead to a temporary vacuum that the IEA may

exploit  to  strengthen  its  border  security  or,

conversely, face new refugee pressures if Iran

destabilizes.  Trade  through the  Khwaf-Herat

line  will  become  the  primary  economic

indicator  for  Afghan  stability.  If  Pakistan

maintains  its  blockade,  the  reliance  on

Uzbekistan  and  Kazakhstan will  lead  to

permanent  shifts  in  Afghan  supply  chain

infrastructure.
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Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  Durand  Line

dispute  is  transitioning  from  a  "frozen

conflict" to an active war. This may lead to a

formal IEA move to renounce the "imaginary

line" entirely and seek a redefinition of the Af-

Pak  border based  on  tribal  and  religious

affiliations rather than colonial treaties. This

would  fundamentally  alter  the  regional  map

and likely involve China and Russia as primary

power  brokers  in  the  absence  of  Western

influence.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

The  international  community  should

prepare for a major humanitarian crisis if

the  "Rad-ul-Zulm"  operation  expands,  as

8,400 families have already been displaced.

Diplomatic  channels  should  prioritize

engaging  with  the  IEA  via  the  "Moscow

Format" or Chinese mediation, as Western

influence appears negligible in the current

Af-Pak climate.

Monitoring  of  Pakistani  drone  technology

and IEA counter-UAV capabilities is critical

to assessing the technical escalation of the

conflict.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Alert: Transit  via Pakistan

should  be  considered  high-risk/unreliable.

Logistics  firms  should  prioritize  routes

through Uzbekistan (Termez) or the Iranian

railway system.

Energy  Sector  Opportunity: The  IEA’s

push  for  solar  and  battery  storage  in

outlying provinces indicates a decentralized

energy policy that may offer niches for off-

grid technology providers.

Agricultural  Resilience: The  massive

tree-planting  and  irrigation  efforts  (26

million  AFN  in  Ghor  water  projects)

suggest  a  priority  on  food  security,

providing  potential  openings  for  ag-tech

and water management consultancy.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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