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SUDAN CONFRONTS MULTI-FRONT
ESCALATION INVOLVING
ETHIOPIAN BORDER DRONES AND
REGIONAL ALIGNMENT SHIFTS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 4, 2026, marked a significant pivot in
the Sudanese conflict, characterized by a
sharp deterioration in relations with Ethiopia
and a complex realignment in regional
diplomacy. @ The Sudanese government
reported a new escalation on the eastern
border, with allegations that unmanned aerial
vehicles (drones) were launched from
Ethiopian territory to target Sudanese
infrastructure. This development coincides
with the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF)
intensifying its rhetoric against the "Abu
Dhabi system," accusing the UAE of
leveraging regional actors, including Ethiopia
and factions in Somalia, to dismantle the
Sudanese state while simultaneously
attempting to bypass the Red Sea via a
proposed land corridor to Israel.

Domestically, the Sovereignty Council is
attempting to project an image of returning
normalcy and state capacity despite ongoing
militia attacks. Key administrative moves

included the approval of increased wages for
civil and military personnel and the

announcement that the Sudanese
Specifications and Standards Authority will
relocate its headquarters back to Khartoum.
This "recovery narrative" is further bolstered
by the scheduling of national secondary
school exams for April 2026, even as the WHO
issues stern condemnations regarding the
targeted destruction of health facilities by the
"rebel militia" (Rapid Support Forces). The
state is increasingly leaning on "Popular
Resistance" groups and the National
Cooperative Institution to bridge the massive
gaps in food security and social welfare
exacerbated by the ongoing Ramadan season.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Ethiopian Border Escalation and Drone
Incursions

* The Sudanese government issued a formal
statement regarding new escalations on the
eastern border, raising questions about the
future of Sudan-Ethiopia relations.

* Military analysts noted that the launching
of drones from Ethiopian territory to target
Sudanese infrastructure constitutes a
formal act of war under military norms.

* Reports suggest Ethiopia is hosting
"mobilization points" and logistical support
camps for the rebel militia, fueled by

promises from Abu Dhabi regarding
sovereign access to a seaport wvia
Somaliland.
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State Administrative Recovery and
Economic Measures

Security Sector Branding and "Popular
Resistance”

* The Higher Economic Committee approved * The SAF General Command issued a press

wage increases for state employees as part
of the 2026 budget, with immediate

implementation for military and security
forces.

Prime Minister Dr. Kamal Idris inaugurated
new headquarters for the Nile Rescue
operations in Khartoum, emphasizing 2026
as the "year of peace" and reconstruction.

The Sudanese Specifications and Standards

denial regarding a droup appearing in
military uniforms in Khartoum, asserting
they do not belong to the armed forces and
will face legal action.

* There is a concerted effort to integrate the

"Popular Resistance" and "Joint Forces"
(drawn from former rebel movements) into
the national security architecture to defend

against the militia incursions.

Authority announced it is returning its
headquarters to Khartoum and opening a
new technical office at the Ashkeit crossing
to facilitate trade with Egypt.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security and Territorial Integrity

International Legal and Diplomatic  Authorities are monitoring the destabilizing

Maneuvers role of Abu Dhabi, which they claim is
attempting to surround Sudan by stirring
° A delegation Of MLSMMLQLS_IS_QLQGEIBQ conflict in Somalia and leveraging

to arrive soon to file lawsuits in UK courts
against the UAE and militia leaders for war
crimes and to seek reparations for the
Sudanese people.

* Sudan reaffirmed its support for Bahrain
and Saudi Arabia following Iranian

aggression, while simultaneously tracking

and preparing to evacuate Sudanese

citizens from Iran as regional tensions * Sennar State is positioning itself as the
spike. primary driver of food security, with 6
million acres of rain-fed land and 300,000
acres of irrigated land being prepared
despite the loss of machinery to militia
looting.

Ethiopiad€™s landlocked status.

* The Ministry of Energy confirmed that
current fuel supplies are sufficient to cover
national needs until the end of April 2026,
aiming to stabilize the domestic front.

Food Security and Agriculture

e The World Health Organization (WHO)
issued a formal condemnation of militia
attacks on health infrastructure,

specifically citing the targeting of the
British Hospital in El Obeid. e The government is prioritizing the
development of the Gezira Scheme,

including setting attractive wheat prices for
farmers to encourage production in the

upcoming season.
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Social Order and Education

e The Ministry of Education scheduled
n hool exams for April 13, 2026,
across 2,500 domestic centers and 35
international centers, signaling a push for
institutional continuity.

e The National Student Welfare Fund is

e ; 1 1 el

to a production-based model, encouraging

students to become productive members of
the economy during the war.

Public Health and Infrastructure

» Efforts are underway to reopen major
hospitals in Khartoum, including East Nile
and Haj al-Safi, which were previously used
as military barracks by the RSF.

* The Ministry of Health is restructuring the
Medical Specialties Council under the

direct supervision of the Federal Minister
of Health to prioritize human resource
management in the health sector.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity was centered on
emergency management and economic relief,
with the Sovereignty Council and various
ministries issuing directives aimed at
maintaining state functions in a war economy.
Significant focus was placed on standardizing
the "Popular Resistance" through Ilegal
frameworks and ensuring the continuity of the
2026 national budget.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* 2026 National Budget Implementation:

Focused on the authorization of salary
adjustments to counter inflation and war-

related cost of living increases.

* Decision 170: A Council of Ministers
decree reassigning oversight of the Medical

Specialties Council to the Federal Minister
of Health.

* Agricultural Production Regulation
Law: Discussed in the context of organizing

farmers into cooperatives to facilitate

funding and export capabilities.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

e SAF General Command Press Release:

Denied the affiliation of uniformed groups

in  Khartoum and warned against
unauthorized military posturing.

* Ministry of Energy Briefing: Assured the
public of fuel supply stability through the

Ramadan and Eid periods.

* Secondary Exam Emergency Committee
Meeting: Finalized the April exam
schedule and addressed the needs of
refugee students in eastern Chad.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Internationalization of the Sudan-
Ethiopia Border

The reported drone incursions from Ethiopia
represent a dangerous escalation that
threatens to transform the civil conflict into a
regional war. Analysis suggests that Ethiopia
is being "lured" by the UAE with promises of
maritime access to bypass its landlocked
status, a strategic move that threatens the
security of the Red Sea and the Suez Canal.
This realignment suggests Ethiopia may be
providing a "launchpad" for RSF-operated
drones, significantly increasing the threat to
Sudanese national infrastructure. The
Sudanese response has been a mix of military

readiness and diplomatic warnings,
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emphasizing that while Sudan desires peace,
it will respond with appropriate means to

territorial violations.
Institutional Return to Khartoum

A discernible trend is the effort to physically
return state institutions to Khartoum as the
SAF regains control of specific sectors (e.g.,
Omdurman, Karari). The return of the
Specifications and Standards Authority and
the inauguration of Nile Rescue facilities
indicate a desire to move beyond the "Port
Sudan as temporary capital" phase. This is
paired with a propaganda effort to label 2026
as the r of nd reconstruction, an
optimistic  framing intended to build
confidence among the 10,000 refugees in
Uganda and others considering a "voluntary
return.”

The Religious Framing of the "Battle of
Dignity"

As the conflict unfolds during Ramadan, the
government is heavily utilizing religious
imagery and the concept of "iftaar" (breaking
fast) as a mobilization tool. The National
Cooperative Institution and the "Sovereign
Iftar" projects at hospitals like Omdurman
Education Hospital serve to link the military
leadership directly to social welfare. This
religious framing extends to the battlefield,
where the conflict is increasingly portrayed as
a defense of the "Dignity of the Nation"
against foreign-backed "mercenaries" and
"khawana" (traitors).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
military activity on the eastern border as the
SAF reinforces positions near the Ethiopian
frontier to counter drone threats. Public
unrest regarding the cost of living may be

temporarily blunted by the newly approved
wage increases, though implementation

delays remain a risk. Preparations for the
April 13 exams will likely become a target for
militia psychological operations aimed at
creating a sense of insecurity.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The

agricultural output of Sennar and the Gezira
Scheme will determine the severity of the
coming food crisis. If the government fails to

secure machinery and fuel for the planting

season, famine risks will escalate.
Internationally, the British legal case against
the UAE could begin to exert diplomatic
pressure on Abu Dhabi, potentially forcing a
recalibration of their support for the RSF if
financial sanctions are threatened.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural changes
to the Sudanese state are likely to include a
permanent, formalized role for "Popular
Resistance" groups in the security
architecture. The relationship with Ethiopia
may remain fraught for years, potentially
leading to the formation of a Sudan-Somalia-
Eritrea-Egypt axis to counter Ethiopia's
maritime ambitions and the UAE's regional
influence. Reconstruction efforts will likely
depend heavily on mineral extraction and gold
investment in states like Kassala.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The escalation on the Sudan-Ethiopia
border necessitates immediate mediation to
prevent drone incursions from destabilizing
the wider Horn of Africa and the Red Sea
trade lanes.
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e Diplomatic channels should address the
"Abu  Dhabi-Somaliland-Ethiopia"  axis,
which Sudanese officials view as a direct

threat to the sovereignty of established

states in the region.

Support for the WHO and other agencies in
protecting health infrastructure is critical
as hospitals increasingly become central
targets in the urban warfare of Khartoum
and El Obeid.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Mining opportunities in Kassala and Sennar
are being promoted as stable investment
zones, though security risks persist due to
potential cross-border escalations.

* Supply chain managers should anticipate
new regulatory hurdles as the
Specifications and Standards Authority
moves back to Khartoum and introduces
more stringent checks at the Egypt-Sudan
border.

* The approval of wage increases may
provide a temporary boost to local liquidity

and retail markets during the Ramadan
season, but investors should remain wary of
the underlying inflationary pressures
caused by war-time spending.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260304_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260304_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260304_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260304_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260304_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260304_040000
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

