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DOMINANT INCUMBENT CAMPAIGN
AND STRATEGIC DIVERSIFICATION

DRIVE CONGOLESE GOVERNANCE

AHEAD OF MARCH 2026 ELECTIONS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The political landscape of the Republic of the
Congo on March 4, 2026, is entirely subsumed
by the final stages of the presidential
campaign, with incumbent President Denis
Sassou Nguesso (DSN) leveraging the full
apparatus of the state to project an image of
"stability, = experience, and accelerated
development." Campaign activities spanned
the national territory, from the historically
volatile Pool department to the northern
strongholds, emphasizing a narrative of peace
and continuity against an unspecified
"unknown." The administration is
simultaneously  attempting to  address
structural economic vulnerabilities by pivoting
toward agricultural diversification and
deepening trade ties with China, notably
through new agreements for zero-tariff
exports of Congolese products. This dual-track
strategy aims to secure the youth vote—a
critical demographic facing high
unemployment—while positioning DSN as a

global ‘'"green" statesman through the
promotion of the Congo Basin's ecological

importance.

Beneath the festive campaign atmosphere,
however, significant undercurrents of social
trauma and legal maneuvering are evident.
The day marked the 14th anniversary of the
2012 Mpila explosions, a tragedy that remains
a touchstone for national grief and a test of
the government's humanist
Concurrently, the state is pursuing high-
profile anti-corruption litigation, with the trial
of former officials for embezzlement and

rhetoric.

money laundering serving as a demonstration
of "redevabilité" (accountability).
Internationally, the Congo is fortifying its
"Security Architecture” through bilateral
military consultations with Angola to secure
the Cabinda border, reflecting a
preoccupation with regional stability during
the sensitive electoral window of March 12
and 15.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Presidential Campaign

Mobilization

* Incumbent President Denis Sassou Nguesso
completed a ‘"marathon" tour of the
southern departments, including Kinkala in
the Pool, traditionally a site of political
tension, where he preached peace and
agricultural mechanization.

* The DSN campaign launched a "door-to-
door" strategy in Brazzaville, led by Claude
Ayessa, to minimize voter abstention and
ensure a "first-round victory."


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260304_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260304_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260304_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260304_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260304_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260304_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260304_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260304_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260304_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260304_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260304_200000

* Youth-focused rhetoric dominated the trail,
with the administration claiming a

reduction in youth unemployment from
44% to 39% through state-funded

education and training programs.

Strategic Trade Realignment with
China

e Minister of International Cooperation Denis
Christel Sassou Nguesso presided over the

signature of five export agreements with

China, covering cocoa, peanuts, and
potassium salt under a zero-tariff regime.

* The "CODEPA" agreement, ratified in late
2025, is being operationalized to facilitate

diversification of the economy away from

oil dependence.

Regional
Control

Security and Border

* High-level military talks were held in
Pointe-Noire between Congolese and
Angolan commanders to coordinate the

security of the common border with the

Cabinda enclave.

* The meeting focused on "transnational
threats" and intelligence sharing, aimed at
stabilizing the border zone ahead of the
March elections.

Legal and
Proceedings

Anti-Corruption

* The Brazzaville Criminal Court opened the
trial of Mayolas Jongiibles, Raoul Kanda,
and others on charges of embezzlement of
public funds and money laundering.

* The proceedings are being framed by state

media as an exercise in transparency and

the rule of law during the election cycle.

Environmental and Social

Diplomacy

* Congo marked the 11th African School
Feeding Day and African Environment Day,
with Minister Arlette Soudan-Nonault
positioning DSN as a leader in global
i on.

* The "Fondation Congo Assistance," led by
First Lady Antoinette Sassou Nguesso,
concluded a reconstructive surgery
campaign in partnership with Italian NGOs,
bolstering the regime's humanitarian
credentials.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security & Trade The Congo is
actively seeking to mitigate "Dutch Disease"
through the "Protected Agricultural Zones"
(ZAP) initiative and a return to the land
mandate issued by the President. The zero-
tariff trade deal with China is the centerpiece
of this effort, targeting 0% duties on
agricultural and exports like
potassium, which is critical for future revenue
prices
geopolitical blockages in the Strait of Hormuz.
However, the CEMAC parliament reported
significant budgetary shortfalls due to
member states retaining the Community
Integration Tax (TCI), threatening regional
institutional stability.

mineral

as oil remain volatile due to

Elite Politics & Succession The campaign is
characterized by an intense cult of
personality, with DSN described as an
"unbreakable atom" and a "bridge between
past and future." The promotion of young
female leaders like those within the Bureau
Politique of the PCT (Parti Congolais du
Travail) suggests a managed
"intergenerational transition" intended to
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maintain regime continuity. Authors like Dr.
Michel Innocent Peya are actively publishing
"missionary" brochures that frame DSN'’s
mandate as a "sacercutal mission" that must
not be interrupted, citing the chaotic
examples of Libya post-Gaddafi as a warning

against political change.

National Security & Domestic Stability
Security is being tightened ahead of the
March 12/15 votes. Local authorities in the
Pool department, such as the Prefect of
Kinkala, are mandating that all political
demonstrations be announced 24 hours in
advance to "ensure public order." The focus
on the Angola-Congo border highlights fears
of cross-border contagion or separatist
movements in Cabinda disrupting the
electoral process. The trial for embezzlement
also serves as a release valve for public
frustration over corruption.

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty
The government is pushing its "Congo Digital
2025" vision through the PATN (Digital
Transformation Acceleration Project). The

project's steering committee recently
approved a 21.8 billion CFA budget for 2026,

focusing on rural connectivity and the
digitization of state services like SIGRH
(Human Resources) and civil status systems.
This is coupled with the emergence of digital
financial services like MCO Nokinoki,
indicating a rapid but state-monitored
expansion of the fintech sector.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and regulatory focus has shifted
toward the standardization of early childhood
education and the formalization of regional
integration taxes, alongside the
implementation of international trade treaties.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* National Reforestation Decade
(2027-2036): Discussion of the UN-
adopted initiative led by Congo to
institutionalize global reforestation efforts.

* Pre-school Education Standards:
Validation of norms and standards for the
mandatory pre-school sector, aimed at
standardizing qualifications and
governance.

* CODEPA Treaty: Operationalization of the

China-Congo trade treaty to
customs barriers for agricultural exports.

remove

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Anatole Collinet Makoso Press
Conference: The First National Campaign
Director Adjoint addressed the
methodological progress of the campaign
and defended the government's record on
education and youth employment.

* CEMAC Parliamentary Session:
Legislators met to adopt the 2025 activity
report, while criticizing states for
withholding integration taxes.

* CNI Member Orientation: President of
the National Independent Electoral
Commission (CNI) Henri Bouka met with
newly appointed members to define their
roles in monitoring the upcoming vote and
distributing voter cards.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Stability" Narrative as Campaign
Hegemony The dominant theme across all
broadcasts is the equation of President Sassou
Nguesso with national survival. By constantly
referencing past violence in the Pool
department and the "silencing of guns," the
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campaign frames opposition or change not
merely as a political alternative, but as a

ri hreat. This is bolstered by the
promotion of "sages" and traditional rituals in
Kinkala, which serve to culturally legitimize
the incumbent's authority. The narrative is
that only DSN has the "experience" to
navigate a world of uncertainty and global

crises.

Agriculture as the New "Green Gold"
There is a visible shift in economic rhetoric
from oil-led growth to "Souveraineté
Alimentaire" (Food Sovereignty). The
promotion of Protected Agricultural Zones
(ZAPs) and the use of the military to assist in
agricultural production indicates a securitized
approach to food security. By linking this to a
trade deal with China, the government is
attempting to build a post-petroleum
economic base that can absorb the restive

youth population currently lowering the
unemployment  rate through  state-led

initiatives.

Digital Sovereignty and Control The push
for the "Congo Digital 2025" plan and the
PATN project suggests a state that is
modernizing its ability to monitor and manage
its population. Connecting rural zones and
digitizing civil status records (SIFECT)
provides the government with granular data
that is as much about administrative

efficiency as it is about political control and
election management.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

e The March 12 (special) and March 15
(general) elections are highly likely to
result in a first-round victory for DSN,
given the lopsided campaign visibility and
state-media dominance.

* Expect heightened military presence in
Pointe-Noire and the Pool to prevent any
election-day protests.

* The Mayolas trial will likely conclude or
reach a significant phase shortly after the
election to maintain the "accountability"
narrative.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* Post-election Cabinet reshuffle: Expect
"Year of Youth" protagonists to be promoted

to higher political roles to solidify the

succession pipeline.

* Operationalization of agricultural exports
to China: First shipments of cocoa and
potassium under the zero-tariff regime will
be heavily publicized as a "diversification
win."

* Deepening of the Congo-Angola military
partnership to manage the spillover from
any potential unrest in Cabinda or the DRC.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

e Structural pivot to "Green Leadership":
Congo will seek to monetize its tourbieres
(peatlands) and forests via carbon markets,
using the UN_Reforestation Decade as
leverage.

* Implementation of the PND 2022-2026
targets will reveal if the "diversification" is
genuine or merely a rhetorical tool for
regime survival.

* Potential for increased debt sustainability
issues if o0il prices drop significantly,
despite CEMAC's efforts to limit deficits.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Security Engagement: Regional powers
should monitor the Congo-Angola border as
a barometer for regional stability; the
coordination here is a rare positive sign of
bilateral security architecture.

Finance: The
international community should prepare for
Congo to demand increased climate
compensation ("justesse climatique") based
on its status as the world's "first green
lung."

« Environmental

* Human Rights Watch: Analysts should
remain skeptical of "transparent" trials like

Mayolas Jongiibles, as they often coincide

with political purges or election-cycle
optics.

For Private Sector/Investors

* Agricultural Opportunities: The China-
Congo zero-tariff deal creates significant
arbitrage opportunities for agribusinesses
capable of processing raw Congolese goods
(cocoa, peanuts) for the Asian market.

Telecom & Fintech Risk: Rapid expansion
of digital infrastructure provides growth
potential, but the "Congo Digital 2025" plan
suggests a move toward more centralized
state control over data and digital
payments.

* Extractive Outlook: While potassium and
agricultural minerals are being promoted,
oil revenue remains the bedrock; investors
must hedge against CEMAC-level
budgetary risks and potential integration
tax disputes.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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