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REGIME TRIGGERS GLOBAL ENERGY VOLATILITY AND
RECONFIGIRATION OF EUROPEAN SECURITY ALLIANCES
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SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS)
+ Mass Exodus from Gulf.
+ Polish Fuel Prices 7-8 PLN.

« Polish Constitutional Crisis
Imminent.

K

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS)
+ Kurdish-Turkish Conflict.

* Russia Exploys U.S. Focus.
 NBP “SAFE 0% Legal Challenge. , France-Polish-German Core.

SO H

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS)
+ Post-Khamenei Iran Civil War.
+ European Security via

* Poland Energy Transition to
Nuclear/Wind.

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

INTERNATIONAL POLICY

DE-ESCALATE SPAIN-US TENSION.
UPDATE TRAVEL ADVISORIES.
EU JOINT NAVAL TASK FORCE.

PRIVATE SECTOR / INVESTORS
SHIFT SUPPLY CHAINS (CAPE ROUTE).
PREPARE FOR DEFENSE CONTRACT SURGE.

HEDGE ENERGY WITH OZE & ON-SITE GENERATION.
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U.S.-ISRAELI AERIAL DECAPITATION
OF THE IRANIAN REGIME
TRIGGERS GLOBAL ENERGY
VOLATILITY AND
RECONFIGURATION OF EUROPEAN
SECURITY ALLIANCES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The fifth day of the U.S.-Israeli military
operation, "Epic Fury," has resulted in the
destruction of the Iranian Air Force and navy,
the death of Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei,
and a total internet blackout across Iran.
While the U.S. administration claims imminent
victory, the conflict has rapidly metastasized
into a regional war, involving Israeli ground
incursions into southern I.ebanon, Iranian
retaliatory strikes on U.S. diplomatic and
military installations in the Gulf, and the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz. The conflict is
driving a profound rift within NATO, as the
U.S. threatens trade wars against allies like
Spain for denying base access, while France
attempts to leverage the crisis to promote a

European nuclear umbrella independent of
Washington.

In Poland, the government is managing a
high-stakes repatriation effort for thousands

of citizens stranded across the Middle East
and Indian Ocean. Domestically, the Tusk
administration is locked in a constitutional
and fiscal struggle with President Karol
Nawrocki and the National Bank of Poland
(NBP) over the financing of national defense.
The President has proposed a "SAFE 0%" loan
program to preempt the government's EU-
backed borrowing plan, while the judiciary
continues to pursue high-level corruption
cases linked to the previous PiS government,
most notably the misappropriation of Orlen
Foundation funds for political purposes.
Markets remain on edge, though the Polish
Central Bank (RPP) signaled confidence by
lowering interest rates despite rising fuel

costs.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Operation "Epic Fury" and the Iranian
Succession Crisis

e US. and Israeli forces have struck
approximately 2,000 targets within Iran,
including nuclear enrichment facilities at
Natanz and IRGC command centers in
Tehran.

e Iranian media reports the appointment of
Mojtaba Khamenei, son of the late
Supreme Leader, as his successor, aimed at
maintaining state continuity amidst the
decapitation of the political-military
leadership.

* The U.S. Navy confirms the sinking of the
Iranian flagship *Suleimani* and several
submarines, effectively neutralizing Iran's
maritime power in the Persian Gulf.
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Global Energy and Maritime Disruption KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

e Iran has declared the Strait of Hormuz National Security and Security
closed, leading to a 6% spike in oil prices Architecture
and a 50% spike in European natural gas
prices. * France's President Macron has moved the
* A Malta-flagged container ship was struck nuclear-powered alrcraft carrier Charles de
by a missile in the Gulf, forcing the crew to Gaulle into the Mediterranean, signaling a

shift toward a European-led security
posture in the Middle East.

abandon the vessel.

* The U.S. has pledged to protect shipping

through the Strait, though experts warn * Poland is actively evaluating the French
that no system can provide 100% nuclear umbrella as a supplement or

alternative to U.S. guarantees, citing

r ion in mmetri ron
attacks. concerns over U.S. isolationism or
overextension.
Polish  Repatriation and Emergency « The U.S. is reportedly negotiating with
Coordination Kurdish groups in Iraq and Iran to launch a

ground offensive, a move that threatens to

* Pri Mini Tusk h hori : .
rime inister us as  authorized rupture relations with Turkey.

military transport aircraft to assist in the

focusing initially on medical cases in Oman.

* Approximately 1,800 Polish tourists are * Fuel prices at Polish stations have

scheduled for return via commercial and exceeded 6 PLN per liter, with wholesale
government flights from the Maldives, Sri diesel costs rising by nearly 1 PLN in a
Lanka, and the UAE. single week.

+ Tensions are rising as tourists report being * Orlen has withdrawn fixed-price gas
abandoned by travel agencies or facing contracts for commercial clients due to
exorbitant hotel costs while waiting for air extreme market volatility.
corridors to open. * Despite the crisis, the Monetary Policy

Council (RPP) cut interest rates to 3.75%,
Polish Defense Financing Crisis prioritizing growth over inflationary risks

. ) stemming from the war.
* President Nawrocki, supported by NBP

Governor Glapinski, has proposed an Cybersecurity and Digital Sovereignty
alternative 185 billion PLN defense fund

with 0% interest, intended to derail the * Minister Gawkowski reports that Russian
government's EU-backed "SAFE" loan. cyber operations against Polish critical

infrastructure have tripled since 2025.

e Government officials have labeled the

President's opposition to the EU loan as * Poland is launching a 700 million PLN
"treason," arguing that it delays critical "Cyber-Secure Waterworks" program to

modernization of the Polish arms industry. protect municipal utilities from sabotage.
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* The government is moving forward with a

digital tax on Big Tech, despite opposition

from U.S. diplomatic representatives.
Corruption and Rule of Law

* Prosecutors have seized 3 million PLN in
assets from the former head of the Orlen
Foundation (Katarzyna R.) over the illegal
funding of political referendums.

* A massive police operation resulted in 136
arrests in 48 hours, targeting fugitives and
organized crime elements across Poland.

harmful i
medical

* Investigations into

supplements promoted by
professionals (Dr. Oleszczuk) highlight gaps

in health-sector regulation.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Polish parliament and presidency are
currently deadlocked over the "SAFE" military
loan act, while the government accelerates
local government cyber-resistance funding.
Regional efforts to harmonize EU repatriation
protocols are also underway.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* The SAFE Program Loan Act: A proposed
EU-backed loan of 44 billion Euro for Polish
defense. It passed parliament but faces a
presidential grounds of
"sovereignty loss."

* The "Polish SAFE 0%" Proposal: A
presidential counter-proposal to use NBP
reserves for 185 billion PLN in interest-free
military spending. Government experts
question its legality under current
constitutional fiscal rules.

veto on

* Digital Tax for Big Tech: A draft law from
the Ministry of Digital Affairs aiming to tax
Chinese and American tech giants. It is
currently in the government's programming
committee.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* U.S. Defense Briefing (Secretary
Hegseth): Announced that the U.S. will
achieve total air superiority over Iran
within a week and that regime leadership is
paralyzed.

* Polish Inter-Ministerial Crisis Meeting
(MSZ): PM Tusk and Minister Sikorski
briefed the press on evacuation logistics,

urging tourists to stay in hotels rather than
flocking to unstable airports.

« RPP Decision Presser: Governor

Glapinski defended the 25bp interest rate

cut, framing it as a move supported by low
core inflation, despite the Middle East
energy shock.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of NATO and
Transatlantic Friction The war in Iran has
exposed severe fractures in the Western
alliance. Donald Trump's "America First"
military unilateralism is colliding with
European legalistic frameworks. Spain's
refusal to grant base access based on the lack
of a UN mandate has led to threats of trade
retaliation from the White House.
Simultaneously, France is moving to fill the
leadership vacuum, promoting its own nuclear
umbrella for Poland and Eastern Europe. This
suggests a shift toward "bloc politics" within
NATO, where Poland must choose between
traditional U.S. dependency and a burgeoning,
autonomous European defense pillar.
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The Economic Weaponization of the Strait
of Hormuz Iran’s closure of the Strait of
Hormuz is not merely a military tactic but a
global economic strike. While Poland claims
high gas reserves (50%) and diversified supply
lines (Baltic Pipe), the market reality is one of
"price contagion." Even if physically supplied
with Norwegian oil, Poland must pay the
global spot price, which is currently dictated
by fears of a long-term Hormuz blockade. The
NBP's decision to cut interest rates in this
environment is a gamble that the U.S. will
reopen the Strait through force before energy-
driven inflation becomes entrenched.

The Collapse of Global Leisure Travel
Security The crisis has effectively ended
Middle East tourism for the foreseeable
future. The reports of Polish families sleeping
in Dubai airport corridors and tourists being
told their first available flight home is March
11th reveal the fragility of the global aviation
"hub" model. The "safe bubble" of Dubai has
been popped by drone strikes on the
American consulate, forcing a mass migration
of non-combatants that will tax European
diplomatic capacity for months.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a mass exodus of Western citizens
from the Gulf states as "Epic Fury" enters
its ground-assault phase.

* Polish fuel prices are likely to settle near
7-8 PLN per liter as wholesale hikes from
the past week reach the retail level.

e A constitutional crisis in Poland is imminent
if President Nawrocki vetoes the SAFE Act
while the military remains on high alert.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The Kurdish-U.S. alliance will likely trigger
a Kurdish-Turkish nflict, further
destabilizing the NATO southern flank.

* Russia may exploit the U.S. focus on Iran to
launch a major spring offensive in Ukraine,
counting on the depletion of U.S. Patriot
missile stockpiles.

* The NBP's "SAFE 0%" plan will undergo
legal challenges, potentially leading to a
restructuring of Central Bank
independence.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* A post-Khamenei Iran may descend into a
protracted civil war similar to Syria,
creating a permanent refugee corridor
toward Europe.

* European security will likely reorganize
around a Franco-Polish-German core if U.S.
trade wars with Spain and the UK deepen.

* Poland's energy  infrastructure  will
transition entirely away from = Gulf
dependency toward domestic nuclear and
offshore wind, accelerated by the current
shock.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

e Poland must facilitate a diplomatic de-
escalation between Spain and the U.S. to
prevent intra-NATO trade tariffs that would
weaken the collective defense against
Russia.

* The Ministry of Foreign Affairs should
permanently update its travel advisories to
classify the entire Persian Gulf as a high-
risk zone for the next 24 months.
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e European states should coordinate a "Strait
of Hormuz" naval task force under a joint
EU mandate to protect energy interests
independent of U.S. operational priorities.

For Private Sector/Investors

* Supply Chain Risk: Companies relying on
transit through the UAE or Qatar must shift
to land-based rail routes or the Cape of
Good Hope, despite the increased cost and
time.

* Regulatory Compliance: Investors in the
Polish arms industry should prepare for a
surge in domestic contracts as the SAFE
program (or its alternative) injects billions
into local factories like Jelcz and Mesko.

* Energy Hedging: Industrial consumers
should prepare for higher-for-longer gas
prices and consider investing in on-site
OZE (renewable) generation to mitigate
Orlen's  withdrawal from  fixed-price
contracts.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetaruS@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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