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TRUMP ASSERTS AUTHORITY OVER IRANIAN SUCCESSION
AMID GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS (MARCH 2026)

Pivot from Attritional Campaign to Regime Change & Economic Warfare - Global Fallout

MILITARY ESCALATION & REGIME CHANGE GOAL

TRUMP REJECTS HEREDITARY  INFRASTRUCTURE DISMANTLED
SUCCESSION, SEEKS “CENTRIST” (e.g., Azadi Stadium)

US SUB SINKS IRANIAN FRIGATE
OFF SRI LANKA - END OF
MARITIME SAFE ZONES

Azerbaijan drawn in; NATO intercepts

STRAIT OF HORMUZ — 0il & Gasoline
EFFECTIVELY CLOSED: — Prices
~300 VESSELS TRAPPED

GLOBAL ENERGY PRICES SOAR;
INSURANCE ‘ASTRONOMICAL'
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BP Rumaila Food Security Risk

THE 'VENEZUELA MODEL TEMPLATE
VENEZUELA | . IRAN

Noem Ousted Mullin Appointed,

as DHS Sec ‘Tough' Loyalists Preferred (Maduro seized) ' (Succession Management)

WAR POWERS RESOLUTIONS REJECTED: Administration Aims to Replicate ‘Capture-and-Privatize’
President Gains Unchecked Window for ‘Special Operations’ Approach for Regime Survival & Market Access

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & FUTURE IMPLICATIONS

SHORT TERM MEDIUM TERM LONG TERM
(Weeks) (Months) (Years)

why B g R

Intenslf‘ ed Conflicts (Lebanon, US Navy Tanker Escorts & Structural Shift in Global Energy (Away
Kurdish); Spiking US Gas Prices; ~ Engagements; Tehran Succession Struggle; from Gulf); Potential ‘Balkanization' of Iran;
Political Pressure. ‘Shield of the Americas' Formalized. ~ New US-Venezuela-Iran Diplomatic Axis.

IMPLICATIONS: END OF MARITIME NORMS, STRAINED ALLIANCES,
AND A NEW ERA OF ECONOMIC & RESOURCE WARFARE.
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TRUMP ASSETS UNILATERAL
AUTHORITY OVER IRANIAN
SUCCESSION AS GLOBAL ENERGY
MARKETS ENTER CRISIS PHASE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 5, 2026, marked a significant pivot in
the US-Israel-Iran conflict, transitioning from
an attritional air campaign to an explicit effort
to manage Iranian regime
President Trump declared that he must be
personally involved in selecting Iran’s next
leader, specifically rejecting the late Supreme
Leader’s son, Mojtaba Khamenei, as an
"unacceptable" choice. This move follows the
reported killing of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in
the opening salvos of the war. Simultaneously,
the conflict has moved into a "next phase"
aimed at systematically dismantling regime
infrastructure, including the destruction of
the Azadi Sports Stadium in Tehran, which the
IDF claimed was a gathering point for security
forces.

succession.

The economic consequences of the conflict
reached a critical threshold as the Strait of
Hormuz remained effectively closed, with over
300 oil vessels trapped in the Gulf. Global
energy supplies are facing "astronomical"

insurance hikes, prompting the US Treasury
to propose financial guarantees in lieu of
traditional insurance. However, the expansion
of the war zone to international waters off Sri
Lanka—where a US submarine sank an
Iranian frigate—has signaled to commercial
shippers that no maritime route is safe. In
response to identifying unidentified drones at
its facilities, BP began evacuating foreign staff
from the Rumaila oil field in Iraq, further
tightening the global supply outlook.

Domestically, President Trump consolidated
his cabinet and authorityy He replaced
Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem
with Senator Mark Wayne Mullin following
intense criticism of the DHS’s immigration
enforcement and a controversial crackdown in
Minneapolis. In a major win for the executive
branch, both the US House and Senate
rejected War Powers resolutions that would
have limited the President’s ability to wage
war without congressional approval. This
effectively grants the administration a 60-
to-90-day window of unchecked military
operations, which the administration claims
are "special operations" rather than a full-
scale war.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Unilateral Succession Management and
Regime Change

* Trump explicitly compared the Iranian
situation to Venezuela, where US forces
seized Nicolas Maduro in January and
installed an interim president.

* The administration is vetting "moderate" or
"centrist" establishment figures like Hassan
Rouhani or Hassan Khomeini, while

rejecting the hereditary succession favored
by the IRGC.
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* US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
signaled that the "dumb, politically correct
wars of the past" are over, asserting
maximum authorities on the battlefield.

Global Expansion of the War Zone

* The sinking of the Iranian frigate Dana
near Sri Lanka is the first US torpedo
sinking since WWII, marking a transition to
globalized maritime targeting.

* Azerbaijan was drawn into the conflict
following Iranian drone strikes on its
Nakhchivan airport, prompting threats of
retaliation.

* NATO air defenses in Turkey intercepted an
Iranian missile, though Iran denies

targeting Turkish territory.

The Energy Choke Point and Economic
Warfare

e The Strait of Hormuz is at a standstill; 20%
of the world's oil and a significant portion
of LNG (particularly from Qatar) is blocked.

* BP’s evacuation of the Rumaila oil field in
Iraqg signals a shift from threat to
operational paralyzation of Western energy
assets.

* US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
announced plans for a 15% global tariff to

replace sweepingly struck-down import
taxes.

Domestic Political Realignment

* Kristi Noem was ousted as DHS Secretary
and reassigned as Special Envoy for the
"Shield of the Americas," a newly created
position.

* The US House of Representatives voted
219 to 212 to reject restrictions on Trump’s
authority to continue the war.

e UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer defended
his refusal to join offensive strikes, citing
international law, but faced severe
criticism for the "slowness" of the Royal
Navy's response.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Critical
Infrastructure The effective closure of the
Strait of Hormuz is causing a logistical
nightmare for global trade. Iraq has slashed

production as it has no way of exporting. In
the US, regular gasoline hit $3.20 per gallon,

a 30-cent jump in a month, while diesel
reached its highest point since the Ukraine
invasion. India is reporting reduced supplies
to factories and a halt in Basmati rice exports
due to port congestion.

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics The
removal of Kristi Noem reflects a tension
between high-profile ‘"stars" and the
President’s desire for a cohesive team that
does not overshadow the White House. The
appointment of Senator Mark Wayne Mullin, a
former MMA fighter, signals a continue
preference for "tough" loyalists. In the UK,
internal cabinet divisions between Starmer
and Energy Secretary Ed Miliband over the
legality of supporting US strikes have been
publicly exposed.

Succession and  Stability The US
administration is operating on the assumption
that the Iranian regime is near collapse, but
military analysts warned that the IRGC retains
a decentralized command structure designed
to survive such scenarios. The "Venezuela
Model" of installing Delcy Rodriguez is being
used as a template, though experts note that
Iran's theocrati milit t is
fundamentally different from Maduro's
regime.
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International Relations and Foreign
Policy The transatlantic relationship is
showing "fractures," with European allies like
Spain and the UK refusing initial offensive
support due to international law concerns.
However, as Iran attacks neighbors and
British assets, the UK has pivoted to
"defensive operations," sending four typhoon
jets to Qatar. China, while protesting the US
actions, has been noted for not interfering to
rescue its allies in either Venezuela or Iran,
signaling a prioritization of its own domestic
stability over global strategic partnerships.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative centered on the
constitutional limits of presidential war-
making power and the funding of immigration
enforcement agencies amidst leadership
turmoil.

activity

* War Powers Resolution (Senate &
House): Both chambers rejected
resolutions intended to require
congressional approval for further military
action in Iran. Republicans argued that the

war had already begun and withdrawal

would jeopardize troops.

* DHS Funding Bill: The House passed a
funding bill for the Department of
Homeland Security, with four Democrats
joining Republicans to end a partial
government shutdown.

* China’s Ethnic Unity Law: In Beijing, the
National People’s Congress is set to pass an
Ethnic Unity Law, which critics claim will
accelerate the forced integration of
minorities by  prioritizing  Mandarin
Chinese.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Keir Starmer Press Conference: The UK
PM defended his '"calm, level-headed
leadership" and announced that the first
charter flight from Oman had departed. He
insisted the UK had been pre-deploying
assets since January.

* Centcom Briefing (Hegseth/Cooper):
Secretary Hegseth announced that US B2

bombers dropped 2,000-pound penetrator
bombs on buried launchers and that 30

Iranian ships have now been sunk.

* China's National People's Congress:
Leaders lowered the annual growth target
to 4.5% to 5%, the lowest in decades, citing
domestic debt and the real estate crisis.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Traditional Maritime Norms
The US submarine strike in international
waters near Sri Lanka signals a definitive end
to the "safe harbor" of international waters for
Iranian assets. By hitting a vessel thousands
of miles from the conflict zone, the US is
telegraphing a doctrine of global reach. This
has immediate implications for the insurance
industry, which is now elevating prices to
"astronomical levels," effectively forcing
commercial trade to seek government-backed
alternatives or stay at anchor.

The "Venezuela Model" as Foreign Policy
Template The administration's focus on the
success of ration Absol
Venezuela appears to be the primary
intellectual driver for the Iran campaign.
Trump’s mention of re-establishing diplomatic
relations with Venezuela and re-engaging with
Shell for its oil suggests a "capture-and-
privatize" approach to regime change. The

Resolve in
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administration believes it can replicate this by
hand-pickingcentrist Iranian leaders who will
surrender nuclear ambitions in exchange for
regime survival and access to global markets.

Supply Chain Paralyzation Beyond Energy
While oil prices are the headline, the
"gumming up" of the choke point at Hormuz is
impacting agriculture via the petrolchemical
byproduct, urea. As fertilizer production
stalls, food security risks are increasing in
major agrarian economies like India. This
represents an intrinsic part of how the conflict
plays out, moving from military damage to
broader "economic pain" intended to pressure
Gulf states to act as intermediaries or join the
offensive.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

e Intensified evacuation efforts from Lebanon
as Israel level parts of Beirut southern
suburbs to look like "Khan Younis in Gaza."

» Spiking US gasoline prices leading to
increased domestic political pressure ahead
of the midterms.

* Possible Kurdish ground
supported by US air cover into western
Iran.

offensive

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* US Navy implementation of tanker escorts
in the Persian Gulf, potentially leading to
direct engagements with IRGC small-boat
swarms.

* Succession struggle in Tehran between

Mojtaba Khamenei and Western-preferred

centrist clerics.

* Formalization of the "Shield of the
Americas" initiative under Noem targeting
regional cartels.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

e Structural shift in global energy flows as
Europe and Asia ween off Middle Eastern
reliance in favor of more stable, though
potentially more expensive, sources.

e The potential "Balkanization" of Iran if
ethnic separatist groups (Kurds, Baluchis)

gain significant territorial footholds.

* A new US-Venezuela-Iran diplomatic axis
defined by "pragmatic theocracy" and
private industry energy management.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Security: All nations with assets in the Gulf
must prepare for fensiv
deployments, as the US has indicated it will
not unilaterally defend all foreign
infrastructure.

* Diplomacy: Allies should seek clarification
on the "Venezuela template" to ensure

democratization pathways are not entirely

sacrificed for energy stability.

* Legal: The shift toward unilateral
" risks a total
breakdown of the UN-led collective security

order.
For Private Sector/Investors

e Supply Chain: Manufacturers reliant on
urea or petrochemical byproducts from the
Gulf should initiate "Force Majeure"
contingencies and seek suppliers outside
the Indian Ocean.
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* Energy: Shift investment toward domestic
production or "safe" zones (like the North
Sea) as the risk of ‘'"indiscriminate"
targeting of Gulf rigs remains high.

* Regulatory: Prepare for a 15% global tariff
that could impact everything from
electronics to basic commodities as the
administration seeks new revenue streams.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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