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MIDDLE EAST STRIKES TRIGGER GLOBAL ENERGY
PARALYSIS & DOMESTIC CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: MARCH 5, 2026 — HISTORIC INFLECTION POINT

THE TRIGGER: TOTAL WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST IMMEDIATE IMPACT: TAIWAN’S DUAL CRISES
(‘OPERATION EPIC FURY’)
ENERGY VULNERABILITY: SYSTEMIC COLLAPSE RISK

NS iﬁ =
g & CRITICALLY ’
Eo LOW
(11 DAYS RESERVE)

QATAR SHUTDOWN CAUSES 50% GLOBAL GAS SPIKE.
MINIMUM 28-DAY DISRUPTION ESTIMATE.
‘BURNING COAL’ INSUFFICIENT.
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QATAR SUSPENDS LNG EXPORTS. END OF ‘BLUE-GREEN’ RECONCILIATION.
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© GDP TARGET 4.5%-5%.
© 7% DEFENSE SPENDING INCREASE.
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GROWING SKEPTICISM:
: US ‘AGGRESSIVE SEIZURE’ NARRATIVE.
INDEPENDENCE'. PARALLELS TO MADURO/KHAMENEI. PUBLIC OUTRAGE OVER ‘PARADISE
© PROMOTE *NATIONAL REUNIFICATION". |  KMT PROPOSES TWD 350B ALTERNATIVE. FOR FRAUDSTERS’ BAILOUTS.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS
SHORT TERM MEDIUM TERM LONG TERM INTERNATIONAL POLICY:
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(1-4 WEEKS): (1-6 MONTHS): (1-5 YEARS): Balance US military goals
[ with allied energy security.
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depletes welfare. governmental 2~ % Permanent shift to
changes. redundant logistics routes
bypassing Middle East.
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TAIWAN CONFRONTS EXISTENTIAL
RISKS AS MIDDLE EAST
DECAPITATION STRIKES TRIGGER
GLOBAL ENERGY PARALYSIS AND
DOMESTIC CONSTITUTIONAL
CRISIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 5, 2026, marks a historic inflection
point in global and domestic stability. A
massive military escalation in the Middle East,
characterized by a joint U.S.-Israeli
decapitation strike against Iranian Supreme
Leader Khamenei and the first U.S. sinking of
an Iranian naval vessel since World War II,
has effectively paralyzed global energy
transit. With the Strait of Hormuz
compromised and Qatar suspending all
liquefied natural gas (LNG) exports, Taiwan'’s
energy vulnerability has moved from a
theoretical risk to an immediate crisis. The
island currently holds only eleven days of gas
reserves while conflict estimates suggest a
minimum 28-day disruption, threatening a
total systemic collapse of the power grid.

Simultaneously, Taiwan is embroiled in a
severe constitutional deadlock. The Executive
Yuan, led by Premier Cho Jung-tai, has

formally refused to countersign and
implement three major legislative
amendments passed by the opposition-
controlled Legislative Yuan, including reforms
to the National Communications Commission
(NCC) and the handling of ill-gotten party
assets. This "Lawfare" tactic has led to
accusations of an executive autocracy that
ignores the will of the legislature. The
convergence of an external energy blockade,
aggressive U.S. pressure for massive defense
spending, and internal governance paralysis
suggests a period of extreme volatility for the
Republic of China (Taiwan).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Total War in the Middle East: The U.S.
and Israel have launched "Operation Epic
Fury," a massive air and sea campaign
against Iran.

o U.S. forces used torpedoes to sink the
Iranian  frigate Dena, marking a

significant naval escalation.

o Israel's F-35s engaged in the first-ever
aerial combat with Iranian Yak-130 jets,
securing total air superiority over
Iranian airspace.

o A decapitation strike reportedly targeted
Supreme Leader Khamenei and dozens
of high-ranking officials during a
sensitive negotiation phase, leading to
wi r ion f

ression.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260305_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260305_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260305_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260305_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260305_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260305_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260305_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260305_023000

* Energy Insecurity and Global Supply KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
Chain Collapse: The war has triggered an

immediate halt to energy flows from the Energy Security & Critical Infrastructure
Persian Gulf.

o Qatar has shut down its natural gas  Taiwan faces a "systemic collapse" risk due

production lines, causing global gas to its heavy reliance on LNG imports. While
prices to spike by an estimated 50%. Japan and South Korea maintain 254 and

210 days of reserves respectively, Taiwan’s
11-day buffer is critically insufficient for
the current Middle East blockade.

o Air travel between Asia and Europe has
been decimated, with ticket prices

increasing up to ninefold and thousands

of Taiwanese tourists stranded in Dubai * The government has proposed "burning
and Qatar. coal to the maximum" to compensate for
lost gas, but experts warn this cannot fill
* Taiwan's Constitutional Deadlock: The the 50% deficit created by the Qatari
Executive Yuan is utilizing procedural shutdown.
"Lawfare" to bypass the Legislative Yuan.
o Premier Cho Jung-tai declared that three Lawfare & Constitutional Order

passed laws—the NCC Act, the
Legislature Organization Act, and the Ill-
gotten Party Assets Act—will not be
countersigned due to alleged
unconstitutionality.

o The opposition KMT and TPP have
condemned this move as an overstepping
of executive power, signaling the end of

* The refusal of the Executive Yuan to
implement passed laws is described by
analysts as a direct assault on the
separation of powers. This creates a
precedent where the executive branch can
veto any law it finds politically unfavorable
under the guise of "constitutional defense."

any potential for "Blue-Green" National Security & Defense Procurement
reconciliation.

* The U.S. is reportedly pressuring Taiwan

* China’s Strategic Posture (The "Two for a TWD 1.25 trillion arms deal, with

Sessions"): Beijing has adjusted its some U.S. officials allegedly threatening to

economic and military targets during the cancel visas for Taiwanese legislators and

annual People's Congress. their families if the funding is not
o The PRC set a slightly lower GDP growth approved.

target of 4.5% to 5% while maintaining a « The KMT is proposing a 350 billion TWD

o) : . .
7% increase in defense spending. alternative  version of the military

°c Premier Li Qiang’s work report procurement bill, seeking more
emphasized resolutely fighting "Taiwan transparency and concrete "letters of offer
Independence" and promoting "the great and acceptance" (LOA) to avoid "blank

cause of national reunification." check" spending.
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Corruption & Domestic Stability

* Public outrage has peaked over the Prince
Group (KF%E) money laundering case,
involving over TWD 10.7 billion. While the
mastermind faces the death penalty in
China, nine high-level executives were

ran il in Taiwan, leading to
accusations that Taiwan has become a
"paradise for fraudsters."

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative agenda is currently dominated
by the "Special Statute for Defense
Procurement" and the ongoing fallout from
the Executive Yuan's refusal to countersign
recently passed reforms. Public debate is
centered on whether the executive branch can
legally override the legislature based on its
own interpretation of the Constitution.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Special Statute for Defense
Procurement: A massive
spending bill for U.S. weaponry. The DPP is

pushing for TWD 1.25 trillion; the KMT has

multi-year

r h TWD illion
version.
e NCC Act Amendment: Aimed at

reforming the media regulator. The
Executive Yuan has refused to implement it.

* [ll-gotten Party Assets Act Amendment:
Opposition-backed reform to curb the
powers of the Party Assets Committee.
Refused by the Executive Yuan.

* Legislature Organization Act: Internal
reforms to legislative procedures. Also
refused by the Executive Yuan.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* PRC National People's Congress (Two
Sessions): Premier Li Qiang delivered a
work report targeting 4.5%-5% GDP
growth and hardening rhetoric against
Taiwan secession.

e Executive Yuan Press Conference:

Spokesperson Li Hui-zhi justified the
refusal to countersign laws, citing the need

to protect the constitutional order.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of the "Anti-Nuclear" Myth

The Middle East conflict has exposed the
catastrophic vulnerability of Taiwan’s current
energy policy. The total shutdown of the Strait
of Hormuz has turned the "Non-Nuclear
Homeland" policy into a national security
liability. Critics argue that while the U.S. and
Al giants are buying or building nuclear
plants for stable power, Taiwan is doubling
down on coal and gas, despite gas reserves
lasting less than a fortnight. This has sparked
a ‘"systemic panic" regarding industrial
blackouts and the inability to maintain
economic output during a prolonged regional
conflict.

U.S. Hegemony vs. Domestic Sovereignty

There is a growing, skeptical narrative in
Taiwan media regarding U.S. foreign policy.
The " Operation Epic Fury" is increasingly
viewed not as a defense of nuclear non-
proliferation, but as an aggressive seizure of
Middle Eastern 0il resources. Domestic
commentators are drawing parallels between
the U.S. "arrest" of Venezuela’s Maduro and
the "decapitation" of Iran’s Khamenei,
suggesting the U.S. is the "true invading
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power." This skepticism extends to arms sales,
where U.S. pressure is viewed by some as

xtortion havior towar "v 1

Social Instability and Failed Governance

Local news highlights a disturbing trend of
infrastructure decay and social malaise. From
a swimming pool ceiling collapsing on a child
to an elderly man trapped for 18 hours after a
minor earthquake, there is a sense of eroding
state capacity. This is exacerbated by the
Prince Group scandal, where the judiciary's
leniency toward multibillion-dollar money
launderers has shattered public trust in the
rule of law.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Severe energy
rationing is likely as LNG tankers remain
blocked. Expect immediate industrial power
cuts for "heavy users" to preserve the 11-day
gas reserve for essential services. Public
protests against the Executive Yuan's
"Lawfare" tactics and the "scandalous"
bailouts in the Prince Group case will likely
intensify, leading to heightened civil unrest.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Taiwan will
face a sharp economic contraction as energy
costs surge and global logistics are rerouted.
The constitutional standoff between the
Executive Yuan and the Legislature will likely
reach the Constitutional Court, though its
perceived bias may further polarize the
electorate. Massive budget reallocations
toward energy subsidies and defense will
deplete social welfare funds.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The catastrophic
failure of the LNG-heavy energy mix will force
a radical shift in Taiwan’s energy architecture,
potentially leading to the reactivation of
nuclear power plants as a matter of

survival. The current "Lawfare" may lead to
structural changes in the Republic of China's
governmental system, either toward a more
authoritarian executive or a weakened
presidency. Cross-strait relations will remain
at a "boiling point" as the PRC leverages
Taiwan's energy and political fractures.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The U.S. must balance its military
objectives in Iran with the energy security
requirements of its allies in the Asia-
Pacific. A total blockade of the Persian Gulf
risks the economic collapse of Taiwan,
Japan, and South Korea.

» Taiwan’s MOFA must urgently coordinate
with international partners (including
potentially the PRC) for humanitarian and
citizen evacuation in conflict zones, as
current efforts are viewed as "passive and
ineffective."

* Diplomats should prepare for a Taiwan that
is increasingly skeptical of U.S. strategic
altruism if defense procurement is tied to
threats against domestic lawmakers.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Volatility: Manufacturers in
Taiwan must implement immediate energy
contingency plans. The 11-day gas reserve
is a "red alert" for any industry reliant on
the grid.
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* Regulatory/Legal Risk: The current
constitutional crisis means that laws passed
by the legislature may not be enforced by
the executive branch. Investors must
navigate a lawless "jungle" environment
where executive whim overrides legislative
statute.

* Supply Chain Diversification: The
ninefold increase in airfare and the
suspension of major flight paths through
the Middle East necessitate a permanent
shift toward redundant logistics routes
that bypass the Suez/Persian Gulf region
entirely.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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