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on Infrastructure. 20% of Global Iran Leadership Decapitated (Mojtaba
Iran's Mass-Produced Drones vs. Scarce, il Supply Disrupted. IRGC Remains = Khamenei Successor?), Risk of 'Failed State". |
Costly Defense. Threatens Ukraine. Intact, Potential for Junta. Conflict Violates International Law.

f STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS ]

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
L L @— >
Kurdish Insurgency, Oil Price Volatility, Ukraine Munition Crisis, Iranian Succession ‘Failed State’ Scenario (Refugee Flows),
( Retaliatory Cyber Attacks. (IRGC Junta), EU Defense Autonomy.  Arms Market Shift (Low-Cost Suppliers).

( RECOMMENDATIONS )

FOR POLICY: Neutral Backchannels (Oman/Qatar), Reinforce Cyber Defenses, Diversify Energy Supplies.
FOR PRIVATE SECTOR: Supply Chain De-Risking, Monitor US Tariff Policy, Investment in Defense Tech (Anti-Drone).
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GLOBAL CONFLICT ESCALATION AS
US-ISRAEL WAR ON IRAN SPREADS
TO INDIAN OCEAN AND LEVANT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 5, 2026, marks the sixth day of
"Operation Epic Fury," a joint US-Israeli
military campaign against the Islamic
Republic of Iran that has rapidly transitioned
from a targeted strike into a sprawling
regional and extra-regional conflict. The day
was defined by a significant expansion of the
maritime theater, with a US submarine
torpedoing an Iranian warship near Sri Lanka,
the first such engagement since World War II.
Simultaneously, Israel has intensified its
incursion in hern Iebanon to
dismantle Hezbollah infrastructure, following
a historic declaration by the Lebanese
government outlawing the militia’s military
activities. Despite establishing air dominance
over Iran, the US and Israel face a growing
war of attrition as Iran utilizes low-cost
hah ron
defenses across the Gulf, causing significant
disruptions to energy markets and global
shipping through the now-closed Strait of
Hormuz.

verwhelm expensiv ir

On the domestic front in the United States,
the administration is navigating severe
political turbulence. President Donald Trump
fir Homelan ri r Kristi
Noem following a controversial immigration
crackdown that resulted in the deaths of US
citizens, replacing her with Senator
Markwayne Mullin. This shakeup occurs as
the US Senate voted down a resolution that
would have required congressional approval
for further military action against Iran,
signaling a consolidation of executive power
during However, the
administration’s stated objectives remain
contradictory, oscillating between total regime
change and the mere degradation of military
capabilities, even as reports emerge of

conflicts with AI firms like Anthropic over the

use of autonomous technology in mass

wartime.

surveillance.

The ripple effects are being felt acutely in
Europe and Africa. The European Union

remains fractured, with Spain and the UK

expressing vocal opposition to the conflict,
prompting threats of a trade war from

Washington. In Ukraine, the war in the Middle
East has created a strategic crisis; surging oil
prices are replenishing Russia's war chest,
while US munitions—particularly Patriot
interceptors—are being diverted to the Gulf.
Meanwhile, in the Horn of Africa, tensions
between Ethiopia and FEritrea are escalating
toward a separate war over Red Sea access,
threatening to ignite a second major front of
instability on the continent.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Expansion of Maritime and Regional
Conflict

e A US submarine used a torpedo to sink the
Iranian warship IRIS Dana in international
waters off the coast of Sri Lanka, marking a
watershed moment in naval warfare and
extending the conflict into the Indian
Ocean.

* Iran launched drone strikes against
Azerbaijan, hitting an airport and a school,

leading Baku to vow retaliation and
accusing state-sponsored
terrorism.

The Strait of Hormuz is effectively closed to
commercial traffic, forcing the re-routing of
tankers and causing a sharp spike in global
energy prices.

Tehran of

The Lebanon Front and Hezbollah’s
Marginalization

* The Lebanese government has taken the
unprecedented step of
Hezbollah’s military and security activities,
reasserting a state monopoly on weapons.

outlawing

Israeli ground forces have pushed into
southern Lebanon to create a security
buffer zone, while air strikes on Beirut
suburbs continue to target the group's
command centers.

Despite leadership losses, including the
killing of Hassan Nasrallah earlier in the
conflict, Hezbollah remains capable of

conducting asymmetric operations and has
rejected the government's ban.

US Domestic Political and Defense

Shakeup

e Kristi Noem was removed as DHS

Secretary after calling two US citizens
killed by federal agents "domestic

terrorists," reflecting deep dysfunction
within the administration's security
apparatus.

* The Senate struck down a bill intended to
reign in President Trump’s ability to wage
war, ensuring the executive branch retains
total control over "Epic Fury."

e A dispute has erupted between the
Pentagon and AI company Anthropic over
the refusal to allow its Claude chatbot to be
used for mass surveillance and autonomous
weaponry.

Strategic Impact on the Russia-Ukraine
War

* Russia is benefiting from the rising price of
0il, which may allow the Kremlin to bypass
the financial strain caused by Western
sanctions.

» Ukraine faces a critical shortage of Patriot

missiles as US production—limited to 600
units annually—is prioritized for Gulf allies
defending against Iranian salvos.

* President Zelensky has offered operational
expertise in countering Shahed drones to
the US and Gulf partners in exchange for
continued military financing.

Secondary Tensions in the Horn of Africa
and Nepal

* Ethiopia and Eritrea have moved massive

troop concentrations to their shared border
as Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed

seeks sovereign access to the Red Sea.
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* Nepal’s elections are being framed as a

geopolitical tug-of-war between India and
China, with youth candidate Balendra Shah

challenging the pro-China establishment of
KP Oli.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics The
Iranian regime is currently undergoing a
clandestine succession process following the
decapitation of its senior leadership, with
reports suggesting Mojtaba Khamenei may be
the preferred candidate. In the US, the firing
of Kristi Noem and her immediate

reassignment as a special envoy indicates a
preference for loyalty over bureaucratic
competence within the Trump cabinet.

Security Architecture & Cybersecurity
Modern warfare is increasingly defined by the
integration of Al-driven data analysis, though
the Pentagon’s move toward an "Al-first" force
is meeting resistance from tech developers.
Cyber warfare is being waged by state-backed
activist groups targeting industrial control
systems in Israel and the US, highlighting
vulnerabilities in critical infrastructure
hygiene.

Energy Security & Trade The closure of the
Strait of Hormuz has disrupted 20% of the
world’s oil supply. While the US is more
energy-independent than in previous eras, the
global inflationary pressure
significant risk. The Trump administration is
leveraging threats of trade cuts against Spain
to force compliance with its military
objectives, demonstrating the use of economic
statecraft as a tool of war.

remains a

Succession & Stability The "decapitation
strategy" employed by the US and Israel has
removed the top tier of Iranian leadership, yet

analysts warn this may lead to unprecedented

chaos rather than a democratic transition. The
IRGC remains largely intact and may entrench

a more repressive, paranoid regime in the
resulting power vacuum.

International Relations & Foreign Policy
The transatlantic relationship is under severe
strain as the EU and US hold different threat
perceptions regarding Iran. The US's failure
to consult FEuropean partners Dbefore
launching attacks has been described as a
"nail in the transatlantic coffin," weakening
trust at a time of global instability.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity today was dominated by
the US Senate's response to the war in Iran
and the ongoing crisis at the Department of
Homeland Security. Lawmakers are grappling
with the limits of executive power during a
" choice," while simultaneously
managing a partial government shutdown
impacting security agencies.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

war of

e War Powers Act Resolution: A bill that

would have forced President Trump to seek

congressional approval for further military
action in Iran. It was defeated in a narrow

vote, signaling continued Republican
support for the executive's war-making
authority.

* DHS Reform Proposals: Measures sought

by Democrats to regulate the behavior of

DHS agents following the killing of two
Americans. The department currently

remains partially unfunded due to this
legislative deadlock.
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* European Maritime Services Band: A
policy being pushed by EU diplomats to
curtail Russia's "Shadow Fleet" and reduce
oil revenues used to fund the war in
Ukraine.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth Press
Briefing: Hegseth declared that "Iran is
toast" and emphasized that the mission is

not about nation-building, but about sheer
destruction of military capabilities.

* White House Press Briefing (Karoline
Leavitt): Claimed erroneously that Spain

had agreed to cooperate with the US
military, a statement quickly refuted by the

Spanish government.

* Kier Starmer Statement: The UK Prime
Minister emphasized the need for a lawful

basis for military action, citing lessons

learned from the 2003 Iraq war.

* Spanish PM Pedro Sanchez Address:
Doubled down on his opposition,
summarizing Spain's position as "no to the
war" and refusing the use of military bases
for offensive strikes.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Economics of Interceptor Depletion A
critical trend emerging is the asymmetric cost
of defense. Iran is launching mass-produced
drones costing roughly $20,000 each to force
the US and its allies to expend Patriot
interceptors that are both expensive and
scarce. With the US producing only 600
interceptors per year, and Iran firing over 150
missiles in a single salvo, the sustainability of
the current defensive posture is in doubt. This
depletion directly threatens Ukraine’s ability

to defend its cities against Russian ballistic
attacks.

Decapitation vs. Ideological Resilience
The US and Israel are banking on a
"decapitation strategy," having already
removed the Supreme I.eader and 49 senior
officials. However, historical parallels with
Hamas and Hezbollah suggest that
ideologically driven organizations are highly
resilient to leadership loss. The risk is that
instead of a "Venezuela model" of regime
change, the conflict produces a fragmented
"failed state" similar to Syria or Iraq, leading
to protracted civil war and massive refugee
flows toward Europe.

The Normalization of Illegal Warfare
There is a growing consensus among legal
analysts that the current conflict violates
international law, as there was no imminent
threat justifying a pre-emptive strike. The
disregard for the UN Security Council and the
erosion of the rules-based order signal a shift
toward a "Hobbesian world" where raw power
dictates global norms. This poses a long-term

risk to middle powers like Germany that rely
on international law for security.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Kurdish Insurgency: Murky reports of
Kurdish forces launching ground offensives
into Iran may materialize into a full-scale
ethnic conflict, potentially dragging Turkey
into the war to prevent Kurdish autonomy.

* Oil Price Volatility: As the Strait of
Hormuz remains closed, energy prices will
likely reach record highs, further stressing
the global economy and bolstering Russian
revenues.
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* Retaliatory Cyber Attacks: Expect a
surge in Iranian-linked cyber attacks on
Western infrastructure, particularly water
treatment and power grids, as a low-cost
retaliation for naval losses.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* Ukraine’s Munition Crisis: The diversion
of air defense stocks to the Middle East will
likely lead to a Russian breakthrough in
Ukraine as Kyiv’s "Patriot umbrella" fails.

e Iranian Succession: A new Supreme

Leader will likely be appointed under
conditions of siege, resulting in an even

more hardline, IRGC-dominated military
junta.

* European Defense Autonomy: The rift
with Washington will accelerate discussions
regardin joint E fen force, as
Europe realizes it can no longer rely on the
US for regional stability.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The "Failed State" Scenario: If the
Iranian state dissolves into total chaos, the
resulting humanitarian crisis and refugee
flows dwarf the Syrian conflict,
potentially  destabilizing the political
landscape of the entire European continent.

will

* Arms Market Shift: Traditional Western
dominance in fighter jet exports will be
challenged by low-cost suppliers like
Pakistan, whose combat-tested JF-17
Thunders are gaining market share during
periods of global supply chain stress.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Establish Neutral Backchannels: Given
the unpredictability of the Trump
administration, international actors should
utilize neutral mediators like Oman or
Qatar to find a "diplomatic offramp" before
the conflict reaches a point of no return.

Reinforce Cyber Defenses: States must
prioritize cyber hygiene and investment in

industrial control system security to
mitigate the threat of asymmetric
retaliation from state-backed hacking
groups.

Diversify Energy Supplies: Europe must
accelerate its independence from both
Russian and Middle Eastern energy sources
to mitigate the risk of price manipulation
during regional conflicts.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain De-Risking: Companies

dependent on shipping through th rai
of Hormuz should immediately secure

alternative logistics routes and expect
prolonged increases in freight and
insurance costs.

Monitor Us Tariff Policy: The

administration's use of punitive tariffs as a
diplomatic weapon (as seen with Spain)

requires businesses to maintain flexible
production models, including the potential
for localized manufacturing in the US.

Investment in Defense Tech: There is a
significant growth opportunity in low-cost
d ] . ] .
technologies, as modern militaries pivot to
address the threat of swarming munitions.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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