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VENEZUELA LEVERAGES GLOBAL

ENERGY INSTABILITY AND A U.S.-

LED WAR IN IRAN TO ACCELERATE

DOMESTIC RE-LEGITIMIZATION

AND ECONOMIC REOPENING.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  5,  2026,  marks  a  pivotal  shift  in

Venezuelan  statecraft,  defined  by  the  "New

Political  Moment"  wherein  the  acting

administration  of  Delcy  Rodríguez  is

aggressively  pivoting  toward  pragmatic

cooperation  with  the  United  States.  This

rapprochement  is  catalyzed  by  the

catastrophic  outbreak  of  war  in  the  Middle

East following the death of Iranian Leader Ali

Khamenei. As the U.S. and Israel pursue total

air control over Iran, the resulting threat to

the Strait  of  Hormuz—which carries  20% of

global  oil—has  forced  Washington  to  re-

evaluate Venezuela as a critical, stable energy

alternative.  The  high-level  visit  of  U.S.

Secretary  of  the  Interior  Doug  Burgum  to

Caracas  to  discuss  mining  and  energy

investments signals a de facto recognition of

the  current  administration’s  control,  despite

the  continued  imprisonment  of  Nicolás

Maduro in the United States.

Domestically, the government is attempting to

synchronize  this  economic  reopening  with  a

narrative  of  national  reconciliation  and

administrative  modernization.  The

implementation  of  the  Amnesty  Law,  which

has seen over 7,000 requests for liberation, is

being  framed  as  a  "healing  of  wounds"

necessary  to  court  foreign  capital.

Simultaneously,  the  National  Assembly  is

debating a law for administrative celerity to

dismantle  the  "poisonous"  bureaucracy  that

hinders investment. However, this transition is

under  pressure  from  a  burgeoning  public

health  crisis,  specifically  a  Yellow  Fever

outbreak that  has  already claimed lives  and

triggered a regional vaccination alert,  and a

persistent  failure  of  basic  infrastructure,

notably the electricity crisis in Zulia.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

High-Level  U.S.-Venezuela  Energy  and

Mining  Summit: U.S.  Secretary  of  the

Interior Doug Burgum led a delegation of

two  dozen  U.S.  companies to  Caracas,

focusing  on  mining  licenses  and

hydrocarbon  production.  The

administration is proposing an expansion of

the  1999  Mining  Law to  mirror  the

successful  private-participation  models  of

the new Hydrocarbons Law.

The Shell and ExxonMobil Pivots: Acting

President  Delcy  Rodríguez  presided  over

the  signing  of  agreements  with  Shell for

gas and oil production in the Karito-Pirital

field.  Simultaneously,  ExxonMobil  has

signaled a readiness to return to Venezuela,

pending  stable  investment  conditions,  a

stark  reversal  from  previous  years  of

litigation.
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Global  Impact  of  the  U.S.-Iran  War:

Conflict in the Middle East has entered a

"total war" phase, with the U.S. and Israel

targeting  Iranian  command  centers.  This

has  pushed  global  oil  prices  toward  $80,

providing  Venezuela  with  extraordinary

revenue  opportunities as  a  secure,  non-

combatant supplier.

Domestic  Legislative  Overhaul: The

National  Assembly  is  moving  to

"nationalize"  politics  through  the

simplification  of  bureaucracy and  a  push

for alternability in power. Key leaders like

Jorge Rodríguez are now publicly framing

permanent stay in power as an error.

Public  Health  Emergency: A  confirmed

Yellow  Fever  death in  Lara  state  has

exposed  systemic  weaknesses  in  vaccine

coverage,  which  currently  stands  at  only

56%  nationwide,  far  below  the  90%

required for herd immunity.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security  &  Geopolitical  Power

Dynamics The  war  in  Iran  has  redefined

Venezuela's role in the global energy security

architecture.  While  the  U.S.  maintains  a

rhetorical stance of considering Venezuela an

"unusual  threat,"  the  physical  presence  of

high-level  officials  and  the  authorization  for

American Airlines to resume flights indicate a

strategic prioritization of oil flow over regime

change. Venezuela is being repositioned as a

"safe haven" hub for energy investment in the

Western Hemisphere.

Biosurveillance  &  Public  Health The

state’s capacity is being tested by the Yellow

Fever  and  Measles alerts.  The  Ministry  of

Health has prioritized 22 parishes across four

states (Lara, Portuguesa, Barinas, Aragua) for

emergency  vaccination.  Analysts  point  out

that  the  resurgence  of  these  preventable

diseases is  a  direct  indicator  of  a  deficient

national  vaccination  system  over  the

preceding year.

Economic Security & Investment Climate

The  Caracas  Stock  Exchange  reports  a

massive  1600%  increase in  its  index,

reflecting a speculative but intense interest in

local assets. The banking sector remains 98%

digital,  though  the  lack  of  a  formal

"dollarization"  policy  and  high  reserve

requirements continue to stifle credit. Private

sector  leaders  are  calling  for  free

convertibility of  currency  to  manage  the

"multi-currency" reality of the streets.

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics The

"New  Moment"  is  underpinned  by  the

emergence  of  a  "third  polo" or  bridge

leadership. Figures like Enrique Márquez are

being positioned as credible interlocutors for

both  the  government  and  the  international

community,  potentially  providing  a  path

toward electoral normalization that bypasses

the most radical factions of the opposition.

Critical Minerals & Supply Chains The U.S.

interest in Venezuela has expanded beyond oil

to critical minerals. The proposed mining law

aims  to  invite  U.S.  expertise  to  develop

minerals  that  are  essential  for  new

technologies,  potentially  decoupling

Venezuela from exclusive reliance on Chinese

or Russian mining partnerships.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The National Assembly is currently focused on

creating a legislative framework that supports

the  economic  "opening"  while  attempting  to

resolve  the  legal  fallout  of  the  post-2024

political crisis.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Organic  Law for  the  Acceleration and

Optimization  of  Administrative

Procedures: A 13-article project designed

to eliminate bureaucratic delays,  mandate

digital  transformation,  and  establish

"ventanillas  únicas"  (single  windows)  for

investors.  It  grants  the  Presidency  broad

powers to suspend or simplify requirements

to favor celerity.

Expansion of the Mining Law of 1999: A

proposed  reform  to  integrate  modern

investment models and technology into the

mineral sector, allowing for greater private

equity participation.

Implementation of the Amnesty Law for

Democratic  Coexistence: Already  in

effect,  this  law  is  being  used  to  re-

incorporate  exiled  politicians and  release

thousands of detainees as a prerequisite for

international diplomatic progress.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

U.S.-Venezuela  Energy  Roundtable:

Secretary  Doug  Burgum  and  Acting

President  Delcy  Rodríguez  discussed  new

business  models and  mining  licenses  at

Miraflores.

National  Assembly  Plenary  Session

(March 5): Discussion on Article 6 of the

Celerity Law and the naming of delegates

to international parliamentary forums.

Commission for Peace and Democratic

Coexistence: Meeting  between  Ernesto

Villegas and Attorney General Larry Devoe

to  accelerate  amnesty  requests and  re-

institutionalization.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Pragmatic  Pivot  and  the  "Acting

Presidency" The  transcripts  reveal  a

sophisticated shift in governance where Delcy

Rodríguez  has  emerged  as  the  central

operational  figure of  the state.  By presiding

over  energy  deals  and  high-level  diplomatic

visits, she is projectng a "normalization" of the

executive  branch  while  the  Maduro

presidency  remains  institutionalized  but

inactive due  to  external  constraints.  This

allows  the  state  to  bypass  the  "maximum

pressure" of the previous years by presenting

a fresh interlocutor to the U.S. administration.

Amnesty  as  Economic  Currency The

Amnesty  Law is  not  merely  a  human rights

gesture  but  a  calculated  economic  tool.  By

releasing thousands of detainees and offering

a path home for exiles, the administration is

meeting the "reputational cost" requirements

for  U.S.  companies  like  Exxon  and  Shell  to

return.  The messaging emphasizes  "sanaling

wounds" to  create  a  stable  environment  for

long-term capital.

The Shadow of Iran over South American

Oil The  war  in  Iran  is  the  invisible  hand

driving  every  report.  The  U.S.  Navy's

engagement in the Middle East has made the

security of the Atlantic oil routes paramount.

Venezuela’s  rhetoric  has  shifted  from  anti-

imperialism  to  being  a  "safe  haven" for

Western  energy  interests,  effectively  trading

ideological  solidarity  with  Tehran  for

economic survival and re-integration with the

U.S. dollar.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a massive

Yellow Fever vaccination campaign to be used
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as a vehicle for demonstrating state presence.

High-profile political figures may return from

exile  under  the  amnesty  framework to

participate  in  the  "New  Moment"  dialogue.

Global oil volatility will likely keep Venezuelan

baskets  above  $70,  easing  the  domestic

liquidity crisis.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The National

Assembly will likely finalize the Celerity Law,

significantly reducing the time for mineral and

oil contract approvals. American Airlines will

likely  re-establish  direct  routes to  Caracas

and Maracaibo, facilitating the return of U.S.

technical  teams.  Local  stock and real  estate

prices  may  see  a  speculative  boom as

"normalization" takes hold.

Long  Term (1-5  Years): A  structural  shift

toward  a  state-capitalist  model is  probable,

where  the  government  maintains  political

control  but  cedes  significant  operational

management of energy and mining to Western

multinationals.  The  political  landscape  may

move  toward  a  managed  democracy with

periodic  alternability  between  moderate

factions,  permanently  marginalizing  the

radical "zero-sum" politics of the 2010s.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Leverage Energy Dependence: The U.S.

should  use  the  current  window of  energy

desperation to  codify  the  administrative

and legal reforms currently being debated

in  Caracas,  ensuring  they  are  not  easily

reversible.

Monitor  the  Health  Crisis: The  Yellow

Fever  death and  Measles  alert  suggest  a

collapse  in  public  health  biosurveillance

that  could  easily  cross  borders;

international  aid  should  focus  on  vaccine

distribution.

Clarify Recognition Status: The de facto

recognition of the Rodríguez administration

via  the  Burgum  visit  needs  a  clear

diplomatic  framework  to  avoid  legal

conflicts  over  future  contracts  signed  by

the "Acting Presidency."

For Private Sector/Investors: 

First-Mover  Advantage  in  Mining: The

proposed Mining Law expansion represents

a rare opening in a sector long dominated

by  state  opacity.  Early  due  diligence  is

recommended for critical minerals.

Operational  Risks  Remain: Despite  the

"New  Moment,"  infrastructure  like  water

(Parque  Caiza) and  electricity  (Zulia)

remains in a state of decay; investors must

plan  for  self-contained  power  and  water

solutions.

Legal  and  Compliance  Nuances: The

OFAC "case-by-case"  evaluation policy  for

licenses  means  that  despite  the  general

thaw,  specific  prohibitions  regarding

Russian and Chinese entities remain a high-

stakes compliance minefield.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.
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No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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