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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

THE CONVERGENCE:
WIDENING MIDDLE EAST WAR MEETS LITHUANIA'S DOMESTIC CRISIS

REGIONAL WAR & SYSTEMIC CORRUPTION ~
- HORMUZ BLOCKADE J || & TRUST COLLAPSE

MIDDLE EAST ESCALATION & GLOBAL SHOCK LITHUANIA'S DOMESTIC CRISIS
(EXTERNAL PRESSURE) (INTERNAL FRAGILITY)

US-Israel strike Iran (57% missile capa. destroyed). ‘Nemuno Ausra’ probe reveals ‘smurfing’ donations.
Iranian retaliation hits neighbors. Hormuz close Minister implicated. Elite ‘privilege’ scandals
t0 90% traffic. | (Vatican visit) erode trust.

COLLAPSE OF PUBLIC TRUST
& RESILIENCE

KEY GOVERNANCE &
LEGISLATIVE RESPONSES )
(SEIMAS DEBATES & STRAIN) 4 L] L9

Fertilizer & Energy prices skyrocket. Trust in President/Govt at historic lows.
Domestic suppliers cease trade. e Military readiness fails: ~50% of youth
Global supply shock. unfit (psych/physical issues).

INFRASTRUCTURE &
POLITICAL INFIGHTING
Defending a ‘vulnerable’ population
vs. political infighting.
Energy & food security concerns
(10-20% food price spike risk). LA
. . oversial media reforms Kapciamiestis military polygon stalled.
Govt. coordinates emergency flights for (‘Skardzius' amendment - ‘political | | | Urban development damages heritage sites.
~2,000 stranded citizens in Gulf region. takeover' fear). Bureaucratic shielding prevalent.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES

WEAPONIZATION OF RELIGION DECLINE OF READINESS LAWFARE & BUREAUCRACY
Secular vs. Religious tensions. ‘Digital generation’ is 15-30% weaker. Shiftin? ‘burden of proof’ to citizens.
Orthodox Church ties to Moscow ‘Paper-ready’ but physically vulnerable Complex regulations used to avoid
remain a threat. mobilization base. accountability.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS (SHORT, MEDIUM, LONG TERM)
SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks) MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months) LONG TERM (1-5 Years)

B>PE>0Y

Sharp domestlc price hikes. Fertilizer shortage = reduced 'Hollowing out of defense capacity
Continued evacuations. Potential crop yield. Election focus on or radical reform.
cabinet reshuffle over corruption. ‘institutional restoration'. ‘Cold normalization’ with China.

RECOMMENDATIONS: Diverge from EU mandates if needed. Secure alternative supply chains. Focus on ‘defensive resilience’.
INVESTORS: Expect supply chain volatility & regulatory scrutiny. OPPORTUNITY in off-grid solutions.
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A WIDENING REGIONAL WAR IN
THE MIDDLE EAST CONVERGES
WITH A CRISIS OF INSTITUTIONAL
TRUST AND SYSTEMIC
CORRUPTION INVESTIGATIONS IN
LITHUANIA.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 5, 2026, marks a critical juncture
where global geopolitical instability and
domestic governance crises have collided. The
ongoing military operations by the United
States and Israel against Iran, initiated on
February 28, have transitioned into a broader
regional confrontation. With the Hormuz
Strait effectively closed to 90% of traffic and
Iranian retaliatory strikes hitting neighbors
such as Azerbaijan, the UAE, and Qatar, the
global energy market is facing a severe supply
shock. The destruction of Iranian nuclear and
missile infrastructure remains the stated
objective, yet the absence of a clear "day-
after" plan and the emergence of radical
potential successors to the Iranian leadership
suggest a prolonged and unpredictable
conflict.

In Lithuania, this external pressure is
exacerbated by a deepening domestic crisis of

confidence. Public trust in the Presidency and
the Government has reached historic lows,
driven by a combination of perceived elite
"privilege"—exemplified by  controversial
state-funded family visits to the Vatican—and
systemic corruption. A major journalistic
investigation has reopened a probe into the
illicit financing of the "Nemuno Ausra" party,
implicating the current Environment Minister
in suspicious cash-to-bank-account schemes.
Simultaneously, the state’s military readiness
is under scrutiny as health data reveals that
nearly half of Lithuanian youth are unfit for
service, just as political infighting threatens
the establishment of critical military
infrastructure.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional Middle East Escalation and
Global Energy Shock

* The US-Israeli air campaign against Iran
has targeted over 2,000 objects, reportedly
destroying 57% of Iran's missile launch
capabilities and nearly the entire Iranian
navy.

Retaliatory Iranian drone and missile
strikes have expanded to Azerbaijan,
Kuwait, and the UAE, while NATO forces in
Turkey intercepted a missile reportedly
targeting Cyprus.

e Traffic through the Hormuz Strait has
plunged by 90%, causing fertilizer and
energy prices to skyrocket, with some
domestic suppliers ceasing trade due to
price uncertainty.

* The Lithuanian government is coordinating

emergency evacuation flights for

approximately 2,000 citizens stranded in
the Persian Gulf region.
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Systemic Corruption and Political

Financing Scandal

* An investigation into "Nemuno Ausra"
reveals a pattern of "smurfing" donations,
where individuals—including Environment
Minister K Zuromskas— i
large sums of cash into bank accounts
immediately before transferring them to
the party.

* The Prime Minister faces criticism over the
state-funded family visit to the Vatican,
which critics argue erodes the boundary
between private privilege and public duty.

* Law enforcement has conducted searches
involving high-profile MPs from both the
Conservatives and Democrats (Starkevicius
and Skvernelis), signaling a broadening
anti-corruption push.

The Collapse of National Resilience and
Public Trust

* New polling indicates that for the first time,
more people distrust the Presidency than
trust it, with trust in the Government also
falling by 12% in a single year.

* Military medical data shows a alarming
decline in youth health, with nearly 50% of

draftees rejected due to psychiatric issues,
scoliosis, or extreme physical weakness.

* Internal coalition friction has re-emerged
over the proposed Kapciamiestis military
polygon, as party leader Remigijus
Zemaitaitis reversed his support for the
project citing the Iranian conflict.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security & Defense Capacity The
state’s ability to defend itself is being
undermined by a population.
Beyond the physical weakness of draftees—

"vulnerable"

some unable to complete a single push-up—
there is a growing concern that political
leaders are not modeling the resilience they
demand of the public. The debate over the
Kapciamiestis polygon highlights the fragility
of the ruling coalition on defense priorities.

Professional soldier numbers have increased
by 8%, but this growth is offset by the failing
health of the broader mobilization base.

Energy & Food Security The Middle East
conflict has turned fertilizers into a
commodity equivalent to gold. Natural gas
prices, essential for nitrogen fertilizer
production, have doubled since December.
Lithuania is facing a critical shortage of
fertilizers for the spring sowing season, which
threatens the viability of farms and will likely
lead to 10-20% spikes in food prices if the
Hormuz blockade persists.

Corruption & Media Independence
Legislative efforts (the "Skardzius"
amendment) seek to restrict popular

journalists and presenters from working at the
national broadcaster (LRT) if they have

outside media interests. Critics view this as a
"political takeover" of the LRT Board to
silence critical voices. Simultaneously, the
Nemuno Ausra financing probe suggests a
sophisticated effort to circumvent election
laws through cash laundering.

Critical Infrastructure & Construction
Regulation Urban development in Vilnius is
clashing with resident safety. In the
Teizenhausu St. case, intensive demolition
works for a new residential quarter are
causing structural damage to neighboring
100-year-old buildings. The local
government's response has been criticized as
bureaucratic, shifting responsibility to the
residents to prove damage, while vibrations
). fi norms, impacting both the
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physical integrity of the site and the health of
the inhabitants.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Seimas is currently debating several high-
stakes bills aimed at addressing the national
security and fiscal landscape, while also
managing the fallout from controversial social
proposals.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* LRT Governance Reform (The
"Skardzius" Amendment): A proposal to
limit I.LRT contributors who have private
media interests; viewed by opponents as an
attempt to purge critical journalists.

» Military Polygon Establishment
(Kapciamiestis): Legislation to create new
training grounds by 2028; currently stalled
by shifting political alliances within the
coalition.

* Expansion of the Beverage Deposit
System: A proposal to include glass jars
and all alcohol containers; critics estimate
infrastructure costs at 15-20 million euros
with minimal environmental gain.

* Labor Migration Restrictions: A
presidential proposal to introduce two-year
temporary work permits for foreigners to
prevent long-term settlement and
"radicalization" risks.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Helsinki Commission Presentation:
Vice-Minister Verbickas met with US
Congressmen to regulating
diplomatic relations with China while
maintaining economic sovereignty.

discuss

* Adolfas Ramanauskas-Vanagas
Gymnasium Protest: Seimas Education

Committee hearing regarding the dismissal

of a teacher and the subsequent strike,
highlighting tensions in the education
sector.

* National Crisis Management Briefing:

Updates on the evacuation of citizens from
the UAE and the risk levels for travel to

Egypt.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Religion and
Tradition A subtle but potent theme is the
tension between secular governance and
religious influence. The Prime Minister’s
netheist background clashing with her state-
visit to the Vatican has raised questions about
political performativity. Similarly, the
Orthodox Church in Lithuania is embroiled in
a "spiritual war," as it remains canonically tied
to Moscow despite the ongoing war, creating
a potential opening for Russian propaganda.
The refusal to ban these ties, despite Estonian
precedents, suggests a hesitant state
approach to religious-based national security
threats.

The Decline of Physical and Mental
Readiness The statistics regarding youth
military unfitness (45% rejection rate due to
psych/physical issues) indicate a long-term
structural failure in public health and
education. The "digital generation" is 15-30%
weaker than its predecessors, and the
prioritization of academic testing over
physical education is creating a "paper-ready"
but physically vulnerable mobilization base.
This trend is a strategic liability in a region
facing a persistent threat from Russia and
instability in the Middle East.
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Lawfare and Regulatory Bureaucracy The
transcripts reveal a pattern of "bureaucratic
shielding." Whether it is the Teizenhausy St.
residents fighting construction damage or the
Nemuno AusSra members explaining away
cash deposits, the state and political actors
are increasingly using complex regulations to
avoid accountability. The shifting of the
"burden of proof' onto the citizen—in
structural damage, health impacts, or
financial transparency—is widening the gap
between the governed and the governors.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a sharp
increase in domestic food and fuel prices as
the 90% reduction in Hormuz traffic filters
through supply chains. The evacuation of
Lithuanian citizens will continue, potentially
necessitating more state-chartered flights if
commercial options fail. The investigation into
Minister Zuromskas could lead to a cabinet
reshuffle if the "Nemuno Ausra" financing
probe reveals direct criminal intent.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The fertilizer
shortage will likely lead to a reduced crop
yvield for the 2026 season, potentially
requiring state intervention to keep farms
solvent. Political pressure will mount to
abandon the CBAM (Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism) to lower import
costs. The presidential election will likely be
dominated by the theme of "institutional
restoration" as public trust remains at record
lows.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Lithuania faces a
"hollowing out" of its defense capacity unless
radical changes are made to h health an

physical education programs. Structurally, the
country may be forced to choose between a

"mercenary" professional army and a failed

conscription model. Relations with China will
likely remain in a state of "cold
normalization," as the US continues to push

for technological and economic decoupling.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The Baltic states must prepare for a
divergence  from FEU environmental
mandates (like CBAM) if they threaten the
immediate viability of the agricultural
sector during global energy crises.

should

* Diplomatic  efforts prioritize
securing alternativ nd fertilizer

supply chains that bypass the Hormuz
Strait.

* The US-Lithuania dialogue on China should
focus on "defensive resilience" rather than

purely ideological alignment, given the
economic costs of Pekin’s coercive trade

practices.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Heavy industrial and
agricultural sectors should expect
prolonged volatility in input costs; long-
term contracts based on natural gas prices
should be hedged.

* Regulatory Compliance: Investors in real
estate must anticipate higher scrutiny and
potential litigation regarding structural
impacts on neighboring heritage sites.

* Opportunity: There is significant room for
investment in "off-grid" and offline payment
solutions as the Central Bank seeks to build
a payment system that functions during
internet or electrical outages.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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